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«dale, Dr. John Moore, an author, and others in
some restaurant. After most of these had followed
Lord Gower to England he had to be more guarded.
A British agent, Major Semple, approached him
under the name of Major Lisle. He professed to
be an Irish patriot, wore the green cockade, and
desired introduction to the Minister of War. Paine
fortunately knew too many Irishmen to fall into
this snare.! But General Miranda, as we have
seen, fared better. Paine was, indeed, so overrun
with visitors and ‘adventurers that he appropriated
two mornings of each week at the Philadelphia
House for levees. These, however, became insuf-
ficient to stem the constant stream of visitors, in-
cluding spies and lion-hunters, so that he had little
time for consultation with the men and women
whose co-operation he needed in public affairs. He
therefore leased an out-of-the-way house, reserving
knowledge of it for particular friends, while still
retaining his address at the Philadelphia Hotel,
where the levees were continued.

The irony of fate had brought an old mansion of
Madame de Pompadour to become the residence
of Thomas Paine and his half dozen English dis-
ciples. It was then, and still is, No. 63 Faubourg
St. Denis. Here, where a King’s mistress held her
merry fétes, and issued the decrees of her reign—
sometimes of terror,—the little band of English
humanitarians read and conversed, and sported in
the garden. In a little essay on ““ Forgetfulness,”
addressed to his friend, Lady Smith, Paine described
these lodgings.

! Rickman, p. 129.
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“ They were the most agreeable, for situation, of any I ever
had in Paris, except that they were too remote from the Con-
vention, of which I was then a member. But this was recom-
pensed by their being also remote from the alarms and con-
fusion into which the interior of Paris was then often thrown.
The news of those things used to arrive to us, as if we were in
a state of tranquillity in the country. The house, which was
enclosed by a wall and gateway from the street, was a good
deal like an old mansion farm-house, and the court-yard was
like a farm yard, stocked with fowls,—ducks, turkies, and
geese ; which, for amusement, we used to feed out of the par-
lor window on the ground floor. There were some hutches
for rabbits, and a sty with two pigs. Beyond was a garden of
more than an acre of ground, well laid out, and stocked with
excellent fruit trees. The orange, apricot, and greengage
plum were the best I ever tasted ; and it is the only place
where I saw the wild cucumber. The place had formerly been
occupied by some curious person.

“My apartments consisted of three rooms; the first for
wood, water, etc.; the next was the bedroom ; and beyond it
the sitting room, which looked into the garden through a glass
door ; and on the outside there was a small landing place railed
in, and a flight of narrow stairs almost hidden by the vines that
grew over it, by which I could descend into the garden without
going down stairs through the house. . . . I used to find
some relief by walking alone in the garden, after dark, and
cursing with hearty good will the authors of that terrible sys-
tem that had turned the character of the Revolution I had
been proud to defend. I went but little to the Convention,
and then only to make my appearance, because I found it im-
possible to join in their tremendous decrees, and useless and
dangerous to oppose them. My having voted and spoken ex-
tensively, more so than any other member, against the execu-
tion of the king, had already fixed a mark upon me ; neither
dared any of my associates in the Convention to translate and
speak in French for me anything I might have dared to have
written. . . . Penand ink were then of no use tome ; no good
could be done by writing, and no printer dared to print ; and

whatever I might have written, for my private amusement, as
voL. I1.—5
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anecdotes of the times, would have been continually exposed
to be examined, and tortured into any meaning that the rage
of party might fix upon it. And as to softer subjects, my
heart was in distress at the fate of my friends, and my harp
hung upon the weeping willows.

““As it was summer, we spent most of our time in the
garden, and passed it away in those childish amusements
that serve to keep reflection from the mind,—such as
marbles, Scotch hops, battledores, etc., at which we were all
pretty expert. In this retired manner we remained about six
or seven weeks, and our landlord went every evening into the
city to bring us the news of the day and the evening journal.”

The “we” included young Johnson, Mr. and
Mrs. Christie, Mr. Choppin, probably Mr. Shap-
worth, an American, and M. Laborde, a scientific
friend of Paine. These appear to have entered
with Paine into co-operative housekeeping, though
taking their chief meals at the restaurants. In the
evenings they were joined by others,—the Brissots
(before the arrest), Nicholas Bonneville, Joel Bar-
low, Captain Imlay, Mary Wollstonecraft, the
Rolands. Mystical Madame Roland dreaded
Paine’s power, which she considered more adapted
to pull down than to build, but has left a vivid im-
pression of “the boldness of his conceptions, the
originality of his style, the striking truths he throws
out bravely among those whom they offend.” The
Mr. Shapworth alluded to is mentioned in a manu-
script journal of Daniel Constable, sent me by his
nephew, Clair J. Grece, LL.D. This English
gentleman visited Baton Rouge and Shapworth’s
plantation in 1822. “Mr. S.,” he says, ‘“has
a daughter married to the Governor [Robin-
son], has travelled in Europe, married a French
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play at marbles, scotch hops, battledores, etc.: on the broad
and fine gravel walk at the upper end of the garden, and then
retire to his boudoir, where he was up to his knees in letters
and papers of various descriptions. Here he remained till
dinner time ; and unless he visited Brissot’s family, or some
particular friend, in the evening, which was his frequent cus-
tom, he joined again the society of his favorites and fellow-
boarders, with whom his conversation was often witty and
cheerful, always acute and improving, but never frivolous.
Incorrupt, straightforward, and sincere, he pursued his polit-
ical course in France, as everywhere else, let the government
or clamor or faction of the day be what it might, with firm-
ness, with clearness, and without a shadow of turning.”

In the spring of 1890 the present writer visited
the spot. The lower front of the old mansion is
divided into shops,—a Fruiterer being appropri-
ately next the gateway, which now opens into a
wide thoroughfare. Above the rooms once occu-
pied by Paine was the sign ‘* Ecrivain Publique,”—
placed there by a Mademoiselle who wrote letters
and advertisements for humble neighbors not expert
in penmanship. At the end of what was once the
garden is a Printer’s office, in which was a large
lithograph portrait of Victor Hugo. The printer,
his wife, and little daughter were folding publica-
tions of the “ Extreme Left.” Near the door re-
mains a veritable survival of the garden and its
living tenants which amused Paine and his friends.
There were two ancient fruit trees, of which one
was dying, but the other budding in the spring sun-
shine. There were ancient coops with ducks, and
pigeon-houses with pigeons, also rabbits, and some
flowers. This little nook, of perhaps forty square
feet, and its animals, had been there—so an old
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l inhabitant told me—time out of mind. They be-
longed to nobody in particular; the pigeons were
fed by the people around ; the fowls were probably
kept there by some poultryman. There were eager
groups attending every stage of the investigation.
The exceptional antiquity of the mansion had been
recognized by its occupants,—several families,—
but without curiosity, and perhaps with regret.
Comparatively few had heard of Paine.

Shortly before I had visited the garden near
Florence which Boccaccio’s immortal tales have kept
in perennial beauty through five centuries. It may
be that in the far future some brother of Boccace
will bequeath to Paris as sweet a legend of the
garden where beside the plague of blood the prophet
of the universal Republic realized his dream in
microcosm. Here gathered sympathetic spirits
from America, England, France, Germany, Holland,
Switzerland, freed from prejudices of race, rank, or
nationality, striving to be mutually helpful, amus-
ing themselves with Arcadian sports, studying
nature, enriching each other by exchange of expe-
riences. Itis certain that in all the world there was
no group of men and women more disinterestedly
absorbed in the work of benefiting their fellow-
beings. They could not, however, like Boccaccio’s
ladies and gentlemen ““kill Death” by their witty
tales; for presently beloved faces disappeared from
their circle, and the cruel axe was gleaming over
them.

And now the old hotel became the republican
capitol of Europe. There sat an international
Premier with his Cabinet, concentrated on the work
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of saving the Girondins. He was indeed treated
by the Executive government as a Minister. It
was supposed by Paine and believed by his adher-
ents that Robespierre had for him some dislike.
Paine in later years wrote of Robespierre as a
“hypocrite,” and the epithet may have a signifi-
cance not recognized by his readers. It is to me
probable that Paine considered himself deceived by
Robespierre with professions of respect, if not of
friendliness before being cast into prison; a con-
clusion naturally based on requests from the Min-
isters for opinions on public affairs. The archives
of the Revolution contain various evidences of
this, and several papers by Paine evidently in re-
ply to questions. We may feel certain that every
subject propounded was carefully discussed in
Paine’s little cosmopolitan Cabinet before his opin-
ion was transmitted to the revolutionary Cabinet
of Committees. In reading the subjoined docu-
ments it must be borne in mind that Robespierre
had not yet been suspected of the cruelty presently
associated with his name. The Queen and the
Girondist leaders were yet alive. Of these leaders
Paine was known to be the friend, and it was of the
utmost importance that he should be suavely loyal
to the government that had inherited these prison-
ers from Marat’s time.

The first of these papers is erroneously endorsed
‘“January 1793. Thom. Payne. Copie,” in the
French State Archives.! Its reference to the
defeat of the Duke of York at Dunkirk assigns its
date to the late summer. It is headed, “ Observa-

! Ktats Unis. Vol 37. Document 39.




1793] 4 GARDEN IN THE FAUBOURG ST. DENIS. 71

tions on the situation of the Powers joined against
France.”

“1t is always useful to know the position and the designs of
one’s enemies. It is much easier to do so by combining and
comparing the events, and by examining the consequences
which result from them, than by forming one’s judgment by
letters found or intercepted. These letters could be fabricated
with the intention of deceiving, but events or circumstances
have a character which is proper to them. If in the course
of our political operations we mistake the designs of our
enemy, it leads us to do precisely that which he desired we
should do, and it happens, by the fact, but against our inten-
tions, that we work for him.

“Tt appears at first sight that the coalition against France is
not of the nature of those which form themselves by a treaty.
It has been the work of circumstances. It is a heterogeneous
mass, the parts of which dash against each other, and often
neutralise themselves. They have but one single point of
reunion, the re-establishment of the monarchical government
in France. Two means can conduct them to the execution of
this plan. The first is, to re-establish the Bourbons, and with
them the Monarchy ; the second, to make a division similar to
that which they have made in Poland, and to reign themselves
in France. The political questions to be solved are, then, to
know on which of these two plans it is most probable, the united
Powers will act ; and which are the points of these plans on
which they will agree or disagree.

“Supposing their aim to be the re-establishment of the
Bourbons, the difficulty which will present itself, will be, to
know who will be their Allies ?

“Will England consent to the re-establishment of the com-
pact of family in the person of the Bourbons, against whom
she has machinated and fought since her existence? Will
Prussia consent to re-establish the alliance which subsisted
between France and Austria, or will Austria wish to re-estab-
lish the ancient alliance between France and Prussia, which
was directed against her? Will Spain, or any other maritime
Power, allow France and her Marine to ally themselves to
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England? In fine, will any of these Powers consent to fur-
nish forces which could be directed against herself ? However,
all these cases present themselves in the hypothesis of the
restoration of the Bourbons.

“If we suppose that their plan be the dismemberment of
France, difficulties will present themselves under another
form, but not of the same nature. It will no longer be ques-
tion, in this case, of the Bourbons, as their position will be
worse ; forif their preservation is a part of their first plan, their
destruction ought to enter in the second ; because it is neces-
sary for the success of the dismembering that not a single pre-
tendant to the Crown of France should exist.

“As one must think of all the probabilities in political cal-
culations, it is not unlikely that some of the united Powers,
having in view the first of these plans, and others the second,
—that this may be one of the causes of their disagreement.
It is to be remembered that Russia recognised a Regency
from the beginning of Spring; not one of the other Pow-
ers followed her example. The distance of Russia from
France, and the different countries by which she is separated
from her, leave no doubt as to her dispositions with regard to
the plan of division; and as much as one can form an
opinion on the circumstances, it is not her scheme.

“The coalition directed against France, is composed of
two kinds of Powers. The Maritime Powers, not having the
same interest as the others, will be divided, as to the execution
of the project of division.

“I do not hesitate to believe that the politic of the English
Government is to foment the scheme of dismembering, and
the entire destruction of the Bourbon family.

“The difficulty which must arise, in this last hypothesis, be-
tween the united Maritime Powers proceeds from their views
being entirely opposed.

“The trading vessels of the Northern Nations, from Hol-
land to Russia, must pass through the narrow Channel, which
lies between Dunkirk and the coasts of England ; and con-
sequently not one of them, will allow this latter Power to
have forts on both sides of this Strait. The audacity with
which she has seized the neutral vessels ought to demon-
strate to all Nations how much her schemes increase their
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In the next volume (38) of the French Ar-
chives, marked “ Etats Unis, 1793,” is a remarka-
ble document (No. 39), entitled “ A Citizen of
America to the Citizens of Europe.” The name
of Paine is only pencilled on it, and it was probably
written by him ; but it purports to have been writ-
ten in America, and is dated ‘“ Philadelphia, July
28, 1793; 18th Year of Independence.” It is a
clerk’s copy, so that it cannot now be known
whether the ruse of its origin in Philadelphia was
due to Paine or to the government. It is an ex-
tended paper, and repeats to some extent, though
not literally, what is said in the “ Observations”
quoted above. Possibly the government, on receiv-
ing that paper (Document 39 also), desired Paine
to write it out as an address to the ¢ Citizens of
Europe.” It does not appear to have been pub-
lished. The first four paragraphs of this paper,
combined with the “ Observations,” will suffice to
show its character.

“Understanding that a proposal is intended to be made at
the ensuing meeting of the Congress of the United States of
America, to send Commissioners to Europe to confer with the
Ministers of all the Neutral Powers, for the purpose of nego-
ciating preliminaries of Peace, I address this letter to you on
that subject, and on the several matters connected therewith.

“In order to discuss this subject through all its circum-
stances, it will be necessary to take a review of the state of
Europe, prior to the French revolution. It will from thence
appear, that the powers leagued against France are fighting to
attain an object, which, were it possible to be attained, would
be injurious to themselves.

“This is not an uncommon error in the history of wars and
governments, of which the conduct of the English government
in the war against America is a striking instance. She com-
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menced that war for the avowed purpose of subjugating
America ; and after wasting upwards of one hundred millions
sterling, and then abandoning the object, she discovered in the
course of three or four years, that the prosperity of England
was increased, instead of being diminished, by the indepen-
dence of America. In short, every circumstance is pregnant
with some natural effect, upon which intentions and opinions
have no influence ; and the political error lies in misjudging
what the effect will be. England misjudged it in the American
war, and the reasons I shall now offer will shew, that she mis-
judges it in the present war.—In discussing this subject, I
leave out of the question every thing respecting forms and
systems of government ; for as all the governments of Europe
differ from each other, there is no reason that the government
of France should not differ from the rest.

““The clamours continually raised in all the countries of
Europe were, that the family of the Bourbons was become too
powerful ; that the intrigues of the court of France endangered
the peace of Europe. Austria saw with a jealous eye the con-
nection of France with Prussia ; and Prussia, in her turn
became jealous of the connection of France with Austria ;
England had wasted millions unsuccessfully in attempting to
prevent the family compact with Spain ; Russia disliked the
alliance between France and Turkey; and Turkey became
apprehensive of the inclination of France towards an alliance
with Russia. Sometimes the quadruple alliance alarmed some
of the powers, and at other times a contrary system alarmed
others, and in all those cases the charge was always made
against the intrigues of the Bourbons.”

In each of these papers a plea for the imperilled
Girondins is audible. Each is a reminder that he,
Thomas Paine, friend of the Brissotins, is continu-
ing their anxious and loyal vigilance for the Re-
public. And during all this summer Paine had
good reason to believe that his friends were safe.
Robespierre was eloquently deprecating useless
effusion of blood. As for Paine himself, he was






