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enclosed printed paper will shew there are a variety of sub-
jects to be taken into consideration which did not appear at
first, all of which have some tendency to put an end to the
war. I see not how this war is to terminate if some inter-
mediate power does not step forward. There is now no pros-
pect that France can carry revolutions thro’ Europe on the
one hand, or that the combined powers can conquer France
on the other hand. Itis a sort of defensive War on both sides.
This being the case how is the War to close ? Neither side
will ask for peace though each may wish it. I believe that
England and Holland are tired of the war. Their Commerce
and Manufactures have suffered most exceedingly—and besides
this it is to them a war without an object. Russia keeps her-
self at a distance. I cannot help repeating my wish that Con-
gress would send Commissioners, and I wish also that yourself
would venture once more across the Ocean as one of them.
If the Commissioners rendezvous at Holland they would then
know what steps to take. They could call Mr. Pinckney to
their Councils, and it would be of use, on many accounts, that
one of them should come over from Holland to France. Per-
haps a long truce, were it proposed by the neutral Powers,
would haye all the effects of a Peace, without the difficulties
attending the adjustment of all the forms of Peace.—Yours
affectionately THOMAS PAINE.” !

Thus has finally faded the dream of Paine’s life
—an international republic.

It is notable that in this letter Paine makes no
mention of his own danger. He may have done so
in the previous letter, unfound, to which he alludes.
Why he made no attempt to escape after Amar’s
report seems a mystery, especially as he was assist-
ing others to leave the country. Two of his friends,
Johnson and Choppin—the last to part from him
in the old garden,—escaped to Switzerland. John-

1T am indebted for this letter to Dr. John S. H. Fogg, of Boston. The
letter is endorsed by Jefferson, ‘‘ Rec'd Mar. 3.” [1794.]
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blood about to be shed, the tribute to one that was
pierced in trying to benefit mankind.

“Nothing that is here said can apply, even with the most
distant disrespect, to the real character of Jesus Christ. He
was a virtuous and amiable man. The morality that he
preached and practised was of the most benevolent kind ; and
though similar systems of morality had been preached by Con-
fucius, and by some of the Greek philosophers, many years
before, by the Quakers since, and by good men in all
- ages, it has not been exceeded by any. . . . He preached
most excellent morality, and the equality of man ; but he
preached also against the corruption and avarice of the Jewish
priests, and this brought upon him the hatred and vengeance
of the whole order of priesthood. The accusation which those
priests brought against him was that of sedition and conspiracy
against the Roman government, to which the Jews were then
subject and tributary ; and it is not improbable that the Ro-
man government might have some secret apprehension of the
effect of his doctrine, as well as the Jewish priests; neither is
it improbable that Jesus Christ had in contemplation the de-
livery of the Jewish nation from the bondage of the Romans.
Between the two, however, this virtuous reformer and religion-
istlost hislife. . . . He wasthe son of God in like manner
that every other person is—for the Creator is the Father of AllL

Jesus Christ founded no new system. He called men
to the practice of moral virtues, and the belief of one God.
The great trait in his character is philanthropy.”

Many Christmas sermons were preached in 1793,
but probably all of them together do not contain
so much recognition of the humanity of Jesus as
these paragraphs of Paine. The Christmas bells
ring in the false, but shall also ring in the true.
While he is writing, on that Christmas night, word
comes that he has been denounced by Bourdon de
'Oise, and expelled from the Convention. He
now enters the Dark Valley. ‘“Conceiving, after
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this, that I had but a few days of liberty I sat
down, and brought the work to a close as speedily
as possible.”

Inthe “Age of Reason” there is a page of personal
recollections. I have a feeling that this little epi-
sode marks the hour when Paine was told of his
doom. From this overshadowed Christmas, likely
to be his last, the lonely heart—as loving a heart
as ever beat—here wanders across tempestuous
years to his early Norfolkshire home. There is a
grateful remembrance of the Quaker meeting, the
parental care, the Grammar School; of his pious
aunt who read him a printed sermon, and the gar-
den steps where he pondered what he had just
heard,—a Father demanding his Son’s death for
the sake of making mankind happier and better.
He ¢ perfectly recollects the spot” in the garden
where, even then, but seven or eight years of age,
he felt sure a man would be executed for doing such
a thing, and that God was too good to act in that
way. So clearly come out the scenes of childhood
under the shadow of death.

He probably had an intimation on December
27th that he would be arrested that night. The
place of his abode, though well known to the au-
thorities, was not in the Convention’s Almanach.
Officially, therefore, his residence was still in the
Passage des Petits Peéres. There the officers would
seek him, and there he should be found. ¢ For
that night only he sought a lodging there,” reported
the officers afterwards. He may have feared, too,
that his manuscript would be destroyed if he were
taken in his residence.
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His hours are here traceable. On the evening
of December 27th, in the old mansion, Paine
reaches the last page of the “Age of Reason.” They
who have supposed him an atheist, may search as far
as Job, who said “ Though He slay me I will trust in
Him,” before finding an author who, caught in the
cruel machinery of destructive nature, could write
that last page.

““The creation we behold is the real and ever existing
word of God, in which we cannot be deceived. It proclaim-
eth his power, it demonstrates his wisdom, it manifests his
goodness and beneficence. The moral duty of man consists
in imitating the moral goodness and beneficence of God mani-
fested in the creation towards all his creatures. That seeing,
as we daily do, the goodness of God to all men, it is an ex-
ample calling upon all men to practise the same towards each
other, and consequently that everything of persecution and
revenge between man and man, and everything of cruelty to
animals, is a violation of moral duty.”

In what “Israel ” is greater faith found? Hav-
ing written these words, the pen drops from our
world-wanderer’s hand. It is nine o’clock of the
night. He will now go and bend his neck under
the decree of the Convention—provided by “the
goodness of God to all men.” Through the Fau-
bourg, past Porte St. Martin, to the Rue Richeliey,
to the Passage des Petits Péres, he walks in the
wintry night. In the house where he wrote his
appeal that the Convention would slay not the man
in destroying the monarch, he asks a lodging “for
that night only.”

As he lays his head on the pillow, it is no doubt
with a grateful feeling that the good God has pro-
longed his freedom long enough to finish a defence
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went with Citizen Thomas Paine to Britain House, where we
found Citizen Barlow, whom Citizen Thomas Paine informed
that we, the Commissaries, were come to look into the papers,
‘which he said were at his house, as announced in our preced-
'ing paragraph through Citizen Dellanay, his interpreter ; We,
Commissary of the Section of the Unity, undersigned, with
the Citizens order-bearers, requested Citizen Barlow to declare
whether there were in his house, any papers or correspondence
belonging to Citizen Thomas Paine ; on which, complying with
our request, he declared there did not exist any ; but wishing
to leave no doubt on our way of conducting the matter, we did
not think it right to rely on what he said ; resolving, on the
contrary, to ascertain by all legal ways that there did not exist
any, we requested Citizen Barlow to open for us all his cup-
boards ; which he did, and after having visited them, we, the
abovesaid Commissary, alwaysin the presence of Citizen Thomas
Paine, recognized that there existed no papers belonging to him;
we also perceived that it was a subterfuge on the part of Citi-
zen Thomas Paine who wished only to transfer himself to the
house of Citizen Barlow, his native friend (‘son ami natal) whom
we invited to ask of Citizen Thomas Paine his usual place of
abode ; and the latter seemed to wish that his friend might
accompany him and be present at the examination of his
papers. Which we, the said Commissary granted him, as
Citizen Barlow could be of help to us, together with Citizen
Etienne Thomas Dessous, interpreter for the English language,
and Deputy Secretary to the Committee of General Surety of
the National Convention, whom we called, in passing by the
sald Committee, to accompany us to the true lodging of the
said Paine, Faubourg du Nord, Nro. 63. At which place we
entered his rooms, and gathered in the Sitting-room all the
papers found in the other rooms of the said apartment. The
said Sitting-room receives light from three windows, looking,
one on the Garden and the two others on the Courtyard ; and
after the most scrupulous examination of all the papers, that
we had there gathered, none of them has been found suspi-
cious, neither in French nor in English, according to what was
affirmed to us by Citizen Dessous our interpreter who signed
with us, and Citizen Thomas Paine ; and we, the undersigned
Commissary, resolved that no seal should be placed, after the
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name of our country (and we feel sure she will be grateful to
us for it), we come to you, Legislators, to reclaim our friend,
our countryman, that he may sail with us for America, where
he will be received with open arms.

“If it were necessary to say more in support of the Petition
which, as friends and allies of the French Republic, we submit
to her representatives, to obtain the liberation of one of the
most earnest and faithful apostles of liberty, we would beseech
the National Convention, for the sake of all that is dear to the
glory and to the heart of freemen, not to give a cause of joy
and triumph to the allied tyrants of Europe, and above all
to the despotism of Great Britain, which did not blush to out-
law this courageous and virtuous defender of Liberty.

“But their insolent joy will be of short duration ; for we
have the intimate persuasion that you will not keep longer in
the bonds of painful captivity the man whose courageous and
energetic pen did so much to free the Americans, and whose
intentions we have no doubt whatever were to render the same
services to the French Republic. Yes, we feel convinced that
his principles and views were pure, and in that regard he is
entitled to the indulgence due to human fallibility, and to the
respect due to rectitude of heart ; and we hold all the more
firmly our opinion of his innocence, inasmuch as we are in-
formed that after a scrupulous examination of his papers, made
by order of the Committee of General Surety, instead of any-
thing to his charge, enough has been found rather to corrobo-
rate the purity of his principles in politics and morals.

“As a countryman of ours, as a man above all so dear to
the Americans, who like yourselves are earnest friends of
Liberty, we ask you, in the name of that goddess cherished of the
only two Republics of the World, to give back Thomas Paine
to his brethren and permit us to take him to his country which
is also ours.

“If you require it, Citizens Representatives, we shall make
ourselves warrant and security for his conduct in France during
the short stay he may make in this land.

“Signed :

W. Jackson, of Philadelphia. J. RusserL, of Boston. PETER
WHiTESIDE, of Philadelphia. HEeNRY JoHNSON, of Boston.
THOMAS CARTER, of Newbury Port. James Cooprer of Phila-










