CHAPTER XVI.
THE AMERICAN INQUISITION.

On October 3oth Paine landed at Baltimore.
More than two and a half centuries had elapsed
since the Catholic Lord Baltimore appointed a
Protestant Governor of Maryland, William Stone,
who proclaimed in that province (1648) religious
freedom and equality. The Puritans, crowding
thither, from regions of oppression, grew strong
enough to exterminate the religion of Lord Balti-
more who had given them shelter, and imprisoned
his Protestant Governor. So, in the New World,
passed the Inquisition from Catholic to Protestant
hands.

In Paine’s first American pamphlet, he had re-
peated and extolled the principle of that earliest
proclamation of religious liberty. ‘ Diversity of
religious opinions affords a larger field for Christian
kindness.” The Christian kindness now consists in
a cessation of sectarian strife that they may unite
in stretching the author of the ‘“ Age of Reason”
on their common rack, so far as was possible under
a Constitution acknowledging no deity. This per-
secution began on the victim's arrival.

Soon after landing Paine wrote to President ]ef-

ferson: “I arrived here on Saturday from Havre,
308
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after a passage of sixty days. I have several cases
of models, wheels, etc., and as soon as I can get
them from the vessel and put them on board the
packet for Georgetown I shall set off to pay my
respects to you. Your much obliged fellow-citizen,
—THoMAS PAINE.” :

On reaching Washington City Paine found his
dear friend Monroe starting off to resume his min-
istry in Paris, and by him wrote to Mr. Este,
banker in Paris (Sir Robert Smith’s son-in-law),
enclosing a letter to Rickman, in London. “ You
can have no idea,” he tells Rickman, “of the agita-
tion which my arrival occasioned.” Every paper is
“filled with applause or abuse.”

““My property in this country has been taken care of by my
friends, and is now worth six thousand pounds sterling ; which
put in the funds will bring me £ 400 sterling a year. Remem-
ber me in friendship and affection to your wife and family, and
in the circle of our friends. I am but just arrived here, and the
minister sails in a few hours, so that I have just time to write
you this. If he should not sail this tide I will write to my good
friend Col. Bosville, but in any case I request you to wait on
him for me.? Yours in friendship.”

1 Paine still had faith in Bosville. He was slow in suspecting any man
who seemed enthusiastic for liberty. In this connectionit may be mentioned
that it is painful to find in the ‘‘ Diary and Letters of Gouverneur Morris,”
(ii., p. 426) a confidential letter to Robert R. Livingston, Minister in France,
which seems to assume that Minister’s readiness to receive slanders of Jeffer-
son, who appointed him, and of Paine whose friendship he seemed to value.
Speaking of the President, Morrissays: ‘‘ The employment of and confidence
in adventurers from abroad will sooner or later rouse the pride and indigna-
tion of this country.” Morris’ editor adds: ‘¢ This was probably an allusion
to Thomas Paine, who had recently returned to America and was supposed
to be an intimate friend of Mr. Jefferson, who, it was said, received him
warmly, dined him at the White House, and could be seen walking arm in
arm with him on the street any fine afternoon.” The allusion to ‘‘ adven-
turers ”’ was no doubt meant for Paine, but not to his reception by Jefferson,
for Morris’ letter was written on August 27th, some two months before
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The defeated Federalists had already prepared
their batteries to assail the President for inviting
Paine to return on a national ship, under escort of
a Congressman. It required some skill for these
adherents of John Adams, a Unitarian, to set the
Inquisition in motion. It hadto be done, however,
as there was no chance of breaking down Jefferson
but by getting preachers to sink political differences
and hound the President’s favorite author. Out of
the North, stronghold of the “ British Party,” came
this partisan crusade under a pious flag. In Vir-
ginia and the South the *“ Age of Reason” was
fairly discussed, its influence being so great that
Patrick Henry, as we have seen, wrote and burnt a
reply. In Virginia, Deism, though largely prevail-
ing, had not prevented its adherents from support-
ing the Church as an institution. It had become
their habit to talk of such matters only in private.
Jefferson had not ventured to express his views in
public, and was troubled at finding himself mixed
up with the heresies of Paine.! The author on

Paine’s arrival. It was probably meant by Morris to damage Paine in Paris,
where it was known that he was intimate with Livingston, who had been in-
troduced by him to influential men, among others to Sir Robert Smith and
Este, bankers. It is to be hoped that Livingston resented Morris’ assump-
tion of his treacherous character. Morris, who had shortly before dined at
the White House, tells Livingston that Jefferson ‘‘is descending to a condi-
tion which I find no decent word to designate.” Surely Livingston’s de-
scendants should discover his reply to that letter.

I'To the Rev. Dr. Waterhouse (Unitarian) who had asked permission to
publish a letter of his, Jefferson, with a keen remembrance of Paine's fate,
wrote (July 19, 1822): ‘‘No, my dear Sir, not for the world. Into what
a hornet’s nest would it thrust my head !—The genus irritabile vatum, on
whom argument is lost, and reason is by themselves disdained in matters of
religion. Don Quixote undertook to redress the bodily wrongs of the world,
but the redressment of mental vagaries would be an enterprise more than
Quixotic. I should as soon undertake to bring the crazy skulls of Bedlam to
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reaching Lovell's Hotel, Washington, had made
known his arrival to the President, and was cor-
dially received; but as the newspapers came in
with their abuse, Jefferson may have been some-
what intimidated. At any rate Paine so thought.
Eager to disembarrass the administration, Paine
published a letter in the National Intelligencer,
which had cordially welcomed him, in which he
said that he should not ask or accept any office.!
He meant to continue writing and bring forward
his mechanical projects. None the less did the
“federalist ” press use Paine’s infidelity to belabor
the President, and the author had to write defen-
sive letters from the moment of his arrival. On
October . 29th, before Paine had landed, the
National Intelligencer had printed (from a Lancas-
ter, Pa., journal) a vigorous letter, signed “ A Re-
publican,” showing that the denunciations of Paine
were not religious, but political, as John Adams
was also unorthodox. The ‘ federalists ” must often
have wished that they had taken this warning,

sound understanding as to inculcate reason into that of an Athanasian, I
am old, and tranquillity is now my swmnun bonum. Keep me therefore
from the fire and faggot of Calvin and his victim Servetus. Happy in the
prospect of a restoration of a primitive Christianity, I must leave to younger
athletes to lop off the false branches which have been engrafted into it by
the mythologists of the middle and modern ages.”-—MS. belonging to Dr.
Fogg of Boston.

1 The National Intelligencer (Nov. 3d), announcing Paine’s arrival at Balti-
more, said, among other things: ‘“ Be his religious sentiments what they
may, it must be their [the American people’s] wish that he may live in the
undisturbed possession of our common blessings, and enjoy them the more
from his active participation in their attainment.” The same paper said,
Nov. 10th : ‘“ Thomas Paine has arrived in this city [ Washington] and has
received a cordial reception from the Whigs of Seventy-six, and the repub-
licans of 1800, who have the independence to feel and avow a sentiment of
gratitude for his eminent revolutionary services.”
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for Paine’s pen was keener than ever, and the
opposition had no writer to meet him. His eight
“Letters to the Citizens of the United States”
were scathing, eloquent, untrammelled by partisan-
ship, and made a profound impression on the coun-
try,—for even the opposition press had to publish
them as part of the news of the day.'

On Christmas Day Paine wrote the President a
suggestion for the purchase of Louisiana. The
French, to whom Louisiana had been ceded by
Spain, closed New Orleans (November 26th)
against foreign ships (including American), and
prohibited deposits there by way of the Mississippi.
This caused much excitement, and the ¢ federal-
ists ” showed eagerness to push the administration
into a belligerent attitude toward France. Paine’s
‘““common sense ~’ again came to the front, and he
sent Jefferson the following paper :

“ OF LOUISIANA.

“Spain has ceded Louisiana to france, and france has
excluded the Americans from N. Orleans and the navigation
of the Mississippi ; the people of the Western Territory have
complained of it to their Government, and the governt. 1s of
consequence involved and interested in the affair The ques-
tion then is—What is the best step to be taken ?

“The one is to begin by memorial and remonstrance against
an infraction of a right. The other is by accommodation,
still keeping the right in view, but not making it a ground-
work.

“Suppose then the Government begin by making a proposal
to france to repurchase the cession, made to her by Spain, of

! They were published in the National Intelligencer of November 15th, 22d,
29th, December 6th, January 25th, and February 2d, 1803. Of the others
one appeared in the Aurora (Philadelphia), dated from Bordentown, N. J.,
March 12th, and the last in the Trenton 7%ue American, dated April 21st.
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The “ New Sun” was destined to bring his sun-
strokes on Paine. The pathetic story of his wrongs
in England, his martyrdom in France, was not
generally known, and, in reply to attacks, he had
to tell it himself. He had returned for repose and
found himself a sort of battlefield. One of the
most humiliating circumstances was the discovery
that in this conflict of parties the merits of his re-
ligion were of least consideration. The outcry of
the country against him, so far as it was not merely
political, was the mere ignorant echo of pulpit
vituperation. His well-considered theism, fruit of
so much thought, nursed amid glooms of the
dungeon, was called infidelity or atheism. Even
some from whom he might have expected discrim-
inating criticism accepted the vulgar version and
wrote him in deprecation of a work they had not
read. Samuel Adams, his old friend, caught in
this schwdrmerez, wrote him from Boston (Novem-
ber zoth) that he had “ heard ” that he had ““ turned
his mind to a defence of infidelity.” Paine copied
for him his creed from the ‘“ Age of Reason,” and
asked, “ My good friend, do you call believing in
God infidelity ?”

This letter to Samuel Adams (January 1, 1803)
has indications that Paine had developed farther
his theistic ideal.

“We cannot serve the Deity in the manner we serve those
who cannot do without that service. Heneeds no service from
us. We can add nothing to eternity. But it is in our power to
render a service acceptable to him, and that is, not by praying,
butby endeavoring to make his creatures happy. A man does
not serve God by praying, for it is himself he is trying to serve ;
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and as to hiring or paying men to pray, as if the Deity needed
instruction, it is in my opinion an abomination. I have been
exposed to and preserved through many dangers, but instead
of buffeting the Deity with prayers, as if I distrusted him, or
must dictate to him, I reposed myself on his protection ; and
you, my friend, will find, even in your last moments, more con-
solation in the silence of resignation than in the murmuring
wish of a prayer.”

Paine must have been especially hurt by a sen-
tence in the letter of Samuel Adams in which he
said : ‘““ Our friend, the president of the United
States, has been calumniated for his liberal senti-
ments, by men who have attributed that liberality
to a latent design to promote the cause of infidel-
ity.” To this he did not reply, but it probably led
him to feel a deeper disappointment at the post-
ponement of the interviews he had hoped to enjoy
with Jefferson after thirteen years of separation. A
feeling of this kind no doubt prompted the follow-
ing note (January 12th) sent to the President :

“T will be obliged to you to send back the Models, as T am
packing up to set off for Philadelphia and New-York. My
intention in bringing them here in preference to sending them
from Baltimore to Philadelphia, was to have some conversation
with you on those matters and others I have not informed you
of. But you have not only shown no disposition towards it,
but have, in some measure, by a sort of shyness, as if you stood
in fear of federal observation, precluded it. I am not the only
one, who makes observations of this kind.”

Jefferson at once took care that there should be no
misunderstanding as to his regard for Paine. The
author was for some days a guest in the President’s
family, where he again met Maria Jefferson (Mrs.
Eppes) whom he had known in Paris. Randall
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says the devout ladies of the family had been shy
of Paine, as was but natural, on account of the
President’s reputation for rationalism, but ‘“ Paine’s
discourse was weighty, his manners sober and in-
offensive ; and he left Mr. Jefferson’s mansion the
subject of lighter prejudices than he entered it.”*
Paine’s defamers have manifested an eagerness
to ascribe his maltreatment to personal faults.
This is not the case. For some years after his
arrival in the country no one ventured to hint
anything disparaging to his personal habits or
sobriety. On January 1, 1803, he wrote to Samuel
Adams: “I have a good state of health and a
happy mind ; I take care of both by nourishing the
first with temperance, and the latter with abun-
dance.” Had notthisbeen true the ‘“ federal ” press
would have noised it abroad. He was neat in his
attire. In all portraits, French and American, his
dress is in accordance with the fashion. There
was not, so far as I can discover, a suggestion
while he was at Washington, that he was not a
suitable guest for any drawing-room in the capital.
On February 23, 1803, probably, was written the
following which I find among the Cobbett papers :

Lrom Mr. Paine to Mr. Fefferson, on the occasion of a loast
being given at a federal dinner at Washington, of “ MAY THEY
NEVER KNOW PLEASURE WHO LOVE PAINE.”

“I send you, Sir, a tale about some Feds,
Who, in their wisdom, got to loggerheads.

! «“ Life of Jefferson,” ii., 642 seg. Randall is mistaken in some statements.
Paine, as we have seen, did not return on the ship placed at his service by
the President; nor did the President’s letter appear until long after his
return, when he and Jefferson felt it necessary in order to disabuse the
public mind of the most absurd rumors on the subject.
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“Then it must be very rusty,” answered Paine.
In Philadelphia his old friend Dr. Benjamin Rush
never came near him. “His principles,” wrote
Rush to Cheetham, “avowed in his ‘ Age of Rea-
son,” were so offensive to me that I did not wish
to renew my intercourse with him.” Paine made
arrangements for the reception of his bridge
models at Peale’s Museum, but if he met any
old friend there no mention of it appears. Most
of those who had made up the old circle—Franklin,
Rittenhouse, Muhlenberg—were dead, some were
away in Congress; but no doubt Paine saw George
Clymer. However, he did not stay long in Phila-
delphia, for he was eager to reach the spot he always
regarded as his home, Bordentown. And there,
indeed, his hope, for a time, seemed to be fulfilled.
It need hardly be said that his old friend Colonel
Kirkbride gave him hearty welcome. John Hall,
Paine’s bridge mechanician, ‘ never saw him
jollier,” and he was full of mechanical  whims and
schemes” they were to pursue together. Jeffer-
son was candidate for the presidency, and Paine
entered heartily into the canvass; which was not
prudent, but he knew nothing of prudence. The
issue not only concerned an old friend, but was
turning on the question of peace with France. On
March 12th he writes against the *federalist”
scheme for violently seizing New Orleans. At a
meeting in April, over which Colonel Kirkbride pre-
sides, Paine drafts a reply to an attack on Jeffer-
son’s administration, circulated in New York. On
April 21st he writes the refutation of an attack on
Jefferson, apropos of the national vessel offered for
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his return, which had been coupled with a charge.
that Paine had proposed to the Directory an in-
vasion of America! In June he writes about his.
bridge models (then at Peale’s Museum, Phila-
delphia), and his hope to span the Delaware and.
the Schuylkill with iron arches.

Here is a letter written to Jefferson from Borden-.
town (August 2d) containing suggestions concern--
ing the beginning of government in Louisiana,,
from which it would appear that Paine’s faith in
the natural inspiration of wox populs was still
imperfect :

“I take it for granted that the present inhabitants know little-
or nothing of election and representation as constituting gov-
ernment. They are therefore not in an immediate condition to.
exercise those powers, and besides this they are perhaps too-.
much under the influence of their priests to be sufficiently free.

“1 should suppose that a Government provisoire formed by
Congress for three, five, or seven years would be the best mode-
of beginning. In the meantime they may be initiated into the-
practice by electing their Municipal government, and after
some experience they will be in train to elect their State gov-
ernment. I think it would not only be good policy but right to
say, that the people shall have the right of electing their Church
Ministers, otherwise their Ministers will hold by authority from
the Pope. I do not make it a compulsive article, but to put it
in their power to use it when they please. It will serve to hold
the priests in a stile of good behavior, and also to give the peo-
ple an idea of elective rights. Anything, they say, will do-
to learn upon, and therefore they may as well begin upon
priests,

““The present prevailing language is french and spanish, but
it will be necessary to establish schools to teach english as the:
laws ought to be in the language of the Union.

““As soon as you have formed any plan for settling the Lands:
I shall be glad to know it. My motive for this is because there:
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are thousands and tens of thousands in England and Ireland
and also in Scotland who are friends of mine by principle, and
who would gladly change their present country and condition.
Many among them, for I have friends in all ranks of life in
those countries, are capable of becoming monied purchasers to
any amount.

“If you can give me any hints respecting Louisiana, the
quantity in square miles, the population, and amount of the
present Revenue I will find an opportunity of making some use
of it. When the formalities of the cession are compleated, the
next thing will be to take possession, and I think it would be
very consistent for the President of the United States to do
this in person.

“What is Dayton gone to New Orleans for? Is he there
as an Agent for the British as Blount was said to be ? ”

Of the same date is a letter to Senator Breck-
enridge, of Kentucky, forwarded through Jefferson :

“My Dear Frienp,—Not knowing your place of Residence
in Kentucky I send this under cover to the President desiring
him to fill up the direction.

“1 see by the public papers and the Proclamation for calling
Congress, that the cession of Louisiana has been obtained.
The papers state the purchase to be 11,250,000 dollars in the six
per cents and 3,750,000 dollars to be paid to American claim-
ants who have furnished supplies to France and the french
Colonies and are yet unpaid, making on the whole 15,000,000
dollars.

“I observe that the faction of the Feds who last Winter were
for going to war to obtain possession of that country and who
attached so much importance to it that no expense or risk
ought be spared to obtain it, have now altered their tone and
say it 1s not worth having, and that we are better without it than
with it. Thus much for their consistency. What follows is for
your private consideration.

“The second section of the 2d article of the constitution
says, The ¢ President shall have Power by and with the consent
of the senate to make Treaties provided two thirds of the
senators present concur.’
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“ A question may be supposed to arise on the present case,
which is, under what character is the cession to be considered
and taken up in congress, whether as a treaty, or in some other
shape ? I go to examine this point.

“Though the word, Treaty, as a Word, is unlimited in its
meaning and application, it must be supposed to have a defined
meaning in the constitution. It there means Treaties of alli-
ance or of navigation and commerce—Things which require
a more profound deliberation than common acts do, because
they entail on the parties a future reciprocal responsibility and
become afterwards a supreme law on each of the contract-
ing countries which neither can annull. But the cession of
Louisiana to the United States has none of these features in it,
It is a sale and purchase. A sole act which when finished, the
parties have no more to do with each other than other buyers
and sellers have. It has no future reciprocal consequences
(which is one of the marked characters of a Treaty) annexed
to it ; and the idea of its becoming a supreme law to the parties
reciprocally (which is another of the characters of a Treaty) is
inapplicable in the present case. There remains nothing for
such a law to act upon.

“I love the restriction in the constitution which takes from
the Executive the power of making treaties of his own will:
and also the clause which requires the consent of two thirds of
the Senators, because we cannot be too cautious in involving
and entangling ourselves with foreign powers; but I have
an equal objection against extending the same power to the
senate in cases to which it is not strictly and constitutionally
applicable, because it is giving a nullifying power to a minority.
Treaties, as already observed, are to have future consequences
and whilst they remain, remain always in execution externally
as well as internally, and therefore it 1s better to run the risk of
losing a good treaty for the want of two thirds of the senate
than be exposed to the danger of ratifying a bad one by a
small majority. But in the present case no operation is to fol-
low but what acts itself within our own Territory and under our
own laws. We are the sole power concerned after the cession
is accepted and the money paid, and therefore the cession
is not a Treaty in the constitutional meaning of the word sub-
ject to be rejected by a minority in the senate.
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“The question whether the cession shall be accepted and the
bargain closed by a grant of money for the purpose, (which
I take to be the sole question) is a case equally open to both
houses of congress, and if there is any distinction of formal
right, it ought according to the constitution, as a money trans-
action, to begin in the house of Representatives.

“T suggest these matters that the senate may not be taken
unawares, for I think it not improbable that some Fed, who
intends to negative the cession, will move to take it up as if it
were a Treaty of Alliance or of Navigation and Commerce.

““The object here is an increase of territory for a valuable
consideration. It is altogether a home concern—a matter of
domestic policy. The only real ratification is the payment of
the money, and as all verbal ratification without this goes
for nothing, it would be a waste of time and expense to debate
on the verbal ratification distinct from the money ratifica-
tion. The shortest way, as it appears to me, would be to
appoint a committee to bring in a report on the President’s
Message, and for that committee to report a bill for the pay-
ment of the money. The french Government, as the seller of
the property, will not consider anything ratification but the
payment of the money contracted for.

““There is also another point, necessary to be aware of, which
1s, to accept it in toto. Any alteration or modification in it, or
annexed as a condition is so far fatal, that it puts it in the
power of the other party to reject the whole and propose new
Terms. There can be no such thing as ratifying in part,
or with a condition annexed to it and the ratification to be bind-
ing. It is still a continuance of the negociation.

‘It ought to be presumed that the American ministers have
done to the best of their power and procured the best possible
terms, and that being immediately on the spot with the other
party they were better Judges of the whole, and of what could,
or could not be done, than any person at this distance, and
unacquainted with many of the circumstances of the case, can
possibly be.

“If a treaty, a contract, or a cession be good upon the whole,
it is ill policy to hazard the whole, by an experiment to get some
trifie in it altered. The right way of proceeding in such case is
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to make sure of the whole by ratifying it, and then instruct the
minister to propose a clause to be added to the Instrument to
obtain the amendment or alteration wished for. This was the
method Congress took with respect to the Treaty of Commerce
with France in 1778. Congress ratified the whole and proposed
two new articles which were agreed to by France and added to
the Treaty. :

“ There is according to newspaper account an article which
admits french and spanish vessels on the same terms as Ameri-
can vessels. But this does not make it a commercial Treaty.
It is only one of the Items in the payment : and it has this ad-
vantage, that it joins Spain with France in making the cession
and is an encouragement to commerce and new settlers.

““With respect to the purchase, admitting it to be 15 millions
dollars, it is an advantageous purchase. The revenue alone
purchased as an annuity or rent roll is worth more—at present
I suppose the revenue will pay five per cent for the purchase
money.

“T know not if these observations will be of any use to you.
I am in a retired village and out of the way of hearing the talk
of the great world. But I see that the Teds, at least some of
them, are changing their tone and now reprobating the acquisi-
tion of Louisiana ; and the only way they can take to lose the
affair will be to take it up as they would a Treaty of Commerce
and annull it by a Minority ; or entangle it with some con-
dition that will render the ratification of no effect.

“1 believe in this state (Jersey) we shall have a majority at
the next election. We gain some ground and lose none any-
where. I have half a disposition to visit the Western World
next spring and go on to New Orleans. They are a new people
and unacquainted with the principles of representative govern-
ment and I think I could do some good among them.,

‘““ As the stage-boat which was to take this letter to the Post-
office does not depart till to-morrow, I amuse myself with
continuing the subject after I had intended to close it.

“I know little and can learn but little of the extent and
present population of Louisiana. After the cession be com-
pleated and the territory annexed to the United States it will, I
suppose, be formed into states, one, at least, to begin with.
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The people, as I have said, are new to us and we to them and
a great deal will depend on a right beginning. As they have
been transferred backward and forward several times from one
European Government to another it is natural to conclude they
have no fixed prejudices with respect to foreign attachments,
and this puts them in a fit disposition for their new condition.
The established religion is roman ; but in what state it is as to
exterior ceremonies (such as processions and celebrations), I
know not. Had the cession to france continued with her,
religion I suppose would have been put on the same footing as
it is in that country, and there no ceremonial of religion can
appear on the streets or highways ; and the same regulation is
particularly necessary now or there will soon be quarrells and
tumults between the old settlers and the new. The Yankees
will not move out of the road for a little wooden Jesus stuck
on a stick and carried in procession nor kneel in the dirt to
a wooden Virgin Mary. As we do not govern the territory as
provinces but incorporated as states, religion there must be on
the same footing it is here, and Catholics have the same rights
as Catholics have with us and no others. As to political condi-
tion the Idea proper to be held out is, that we have neither
conquered them, nor bought them, but formed a Union with
them and they become in consequence of that union a part of
the national sovereignty.

“ The present Inhabitants and their descendants will be a
majority for some time, but new emigrations from the old states
and from Europe, and intermarriages, will soon change the first
face of things, and it is necessary to have this in mind when the
first measures shall be taken. Everything done as an expedient
grows worse every day, for in proportion as the mind grows
up to the full standard of sight it disclaims the expedient.
America had nearly been ruined by expedients in the first
stages of the revolution, and perhaps would have been so,
had not ‘Common Sense’ broken the charm and the Declara-
tion of Independence sent it into banishment.

“Yours in friendship

“ remember me in

: . . “THOMAS PAINE.
the circle of your friends,

! The original is in possession of Mr. William ¥, Havermeyer, Jr.
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ing away with Paine. The pulpits set up a chorus
of vituperation. Why should the victim spare the
altar on which he is sacrificed, and justice also?
Dogma had chosen to grapple with the old man in
its own way. That it was able to break a driven
leaf Paine could admit as truly as Job; but
he could as bravely say: Withdraw thy hand
from me, and I will answer thee, or thou shalt
answer me! In Paine too it will be proved that
such outrages on truth and friendship, on the
rights of thought, proceed from no God, but from
the destructive forces once personified as the
adversary of man.

Early in March Paine visited New York, to see
Monroe before his departure for France. He
drove with Kirkbride to Trenton; but so furious
was the pious mob, he was refused a seat in the
Trenton stage. They dined at Government House,
but when starting for Brunswick were hooted.
These were the people for whose liberties Paine
had marched that same road on foot, musket in
hand. At Trenton insults were heaped on the
man who by camp-fires had written the Crisss,
which animated the conquerors of the Hessians
at that place, in ““the times that tried men’s souls.”
These people he helped to make free,—free to cry
Crucefy /

Paine had just written to Jefferson that the
Louisianians were “perhaps too much under the
influence of their priests to be sufficiently free.”
Probably the same thought occurred to him about
people nearer home, when he presently heard







