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intelligence. What a mistake they made! The
old author was as a grand organ from which a cun-
ning hand might bring music to be remembered
through the generations. In that brain were stored
memories of the great Americans, Frenchmen,
Englishmen who acted in the revolutionary dramas,
and of whom he loved to talk. What would a
diary of interviews with Paine, written by his friend
Kitty Few, benowworth ? To intolerance, the least
pardonable form of ignorance, must be credited
the failure of those former friends, who supposed
themselves educated, to make more of Thomas
Paine than a scarred monument of an Age of Un-
reason.

But the ostracism of Paine by the society which,
as Henry Adams states, had once courted him “as
the greatest literary genius of his day,” was not due
merely to his religious views, which were those of
various statesmen who had incurred no such odium.
There was at work a lingering dislike and distrust
of the common people. Deism had been rather
aristocratic. From the scholastic study, where
heresies once written only in Latin were daintily
wrapped up in metaphysics, from drawing-rooms
where cynical smiles went round at Methodism,
and other forms of ¢ Christianity in earnest,” Paine
carried heresy to the people. And he brought it
as a religion,—as fire from the fervid heaven that
orthodoxy had monopolized. The popularity of
his writing, the revivalistic earnestness of his pro-
test against dogmas common to all sects, were
revolutionary ; and while the vulgar bigots were
binding him on their rock of ages, and tearing his
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warmly into the theistic movement, and no
doubt occasionally spoke from Elihu Palmer’s
platform.

The rationalists who gathered around Elihu
Palmer in New York were called the “ Columbian
IMluminati.” The pompous epithet looks like an
effort to connect them with the Columbian Order
(Tammany) which was supposed to represent
Jacobinism and French ideas generally. Their
numbers were considerable, but they did not belong
to fashionable society. Their lecturer, Elihu
Palmer, was a scholarly gentleman of the highest
character. A native of Canterbury, Connecticut,
(born 1754,) he had graduated at Dartmouth. He
was married by the Rev. Mr. Watt to a widow,
Mary Powell, in New York (1803), at the time
when he was lecturing in the Temple of Reason
(Snow’s Rooms, Broadway). This suggests that
he had not broken with the clergy altogether.
Somewhat later he lectured at the Union Hotel,
William Street. He had studied divinity, and
turned against the creeds what was taught him for
their support.

“I have more than once [says Dr. Francis] listened to
Palmer ; none could be weary within the sound of his voice ;
his diction was classical ; and much of his natural theology at-
tractive by variety of illustration. But admiration of him sank
into despondency at his assumption, and his sarcastic assaults
on things most holy. His boldest phillippic was his discourse
on the title-page of the Bible, in which, with the double shield
of jacobinism and infidelity, he warned rising America against
confidence in a book authorised by the monarchy of England.
Palmer delivered his sermons in the Union Hotel in William
Street.”



364 THE LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE, [1805

Dr. Francis does not appear to have known Paine
personally, but had seen him. Palmer’s chief friends
in New York were, he says, John Fellows; Rose,
an unfortunate lawyer; Taylor, a philanthropist ;
and Charles Christian. Of Rev. John Foster, an-
other rationalist lecturer, Dr. Francis says he had
a noble presence and great eloquence. Foster’s
exordium was an invocation to the goddess of
Liberty. He and Palmer called each other
Brother. No doubt Paine completed the Triad.

Col. John Fellows, always the devoted friend of
Paine, was an auctioneer, but in later life was a
constable in the city courts. He has left three vol-
umes which show considerable literary ability, and
industrious research ; but these were unfortunately
bestowed on such extinct subjects as Freemasonry,
the secret of Junius, and controversies concerning
General Putnam. Itis much to be regretted that
Colonel Fellows should not have left a volume
concerning Paine, with whom he was in especial
intimacy, during his last years.

Other friends of Paine were Thomas Addis
Emmet, Walter Morton, a lawyer, and Judge
Hertell, a man of wealth, and a distinguished
member of the State Assembly. Fulton also was
much in New York, and often called on Paine.
Paine was induced to board at the house of Wil-
liam Carver (36 Cedar Street), which proved a
grievous mistake. Carver had introduced himself
to Paine, saying that he remembered him when he
was an exciseman at Lewes, England, he (Carver)
being a young farrier there. He made loud pro-
fessions of deism, and of devotion to Paine. The
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farrier of Lewes had become a veterinary prac-
titioner and shopkeeper in New York. Paine sup-
posed that he would be cared for in the house of
this active rationalist, but the man and his family
were illiterate and vulgar. Hissojourn at Carver’s
probably shortened Paine’s life. Carver, to antici-
pate the narrative a little, turned out to be a bad-
hearted man and a traitor. |

Paine had accumulated a mass of fragmentary
writings on religious subjects, and had begun pub-
lishing them in a journal started in 1804 by Elihu
Palmer,— 77 Prospect ; or View of the Moral
World. This succeeded the paper called Z7%e
Temple of Reason. One of Paine’s objects was to
help the new journal, which attracted a good deal
of attention. His first communication (February 18,
1804), was on a sermon by Robert Hall, on “ Mod-
ern Infidelity,” sent him by a gentleman in New
York. The following are some of its trenchant
paragraphs:

“Is it a fact that Jesus Christ died for the sins of the world,
and how is it proved ? If a God he could not die, and as a
man he could not redeem : how then is this redemption proved
to be fact? Itissaid that Adam eatof the forbidden fruit, com-
monly called an apple, and thereby subjected himself and all
his posterity forever to eternal damnation. This is worse than
visiting the sins of the fathers upon the children unto the third
and fourth generations. But how was the -death of Jesus
Christ to affect or alter the case? Did God thirst for blood ?
If so, would it not have been better to have crucified Adam
upon the forbidden tree, and made a new man ?”

“Why do not the Christians, to be consistent, make Saints of
Judas and Pontius Pilate, for they were the persons who accom-
plished the act of salvation. The merit of a sacrifice, if there can
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and benevolence the effort to make all sentient
creatures happy. Neither quality is predicable of
an omniscient and omnipotent being, for whom
there could be no difficulties or evils to overcome.
Paine did not confuse the world with his doubts
or with his mere opinions. He stuck to his cer-
tainties, that the scriptural deity was not the true
one, nor the dogmas called Christian reasonable.
But he felt some of the moral difficulties surround-

ing theism, and these were indicated in his reply
to the Bishop of Llandaft.

““The Book of Job belongs either to the ancient Persians,
the Chaldeans, or the Egyptians ; because the structure of it is
consistent with the dogma they held, that of a good and evil
spirit, called in Job God and Safan, existing as distinct and
separate beings, and it is not consistent with any dogma of the
Jews. . . . The God of the Jews was the God of everything.
All good and evil came from him, According to Exodus it was
God, and not the Devil, that hardened Pharaoh’s heart. Ac-
cording to the Book of Samuel it was an evil spirit from God
that troubled Saul. And Ezekiel makes God say, in speaking
of the Jews, ‘I gave them statutes that were not good, and
judgments by which they should not live.” . . . As to the pre-
cepts, principles, and maxims in the Book of Job, they show
that the people abusively called the heathen, in the books of
the Jews, had the most sublime ideas of the Creator, and the
most exalted devotional morality. It was the Jews who dis-
honored God. It was the Gentiles who glorified him.”

Several passages in Paine’s works show that he
did not believe in a personal devil; just what he
did believe was no doubt written in a part of his
reply to the Bishop, which, unfortunately, he did
not live to carry through the press. In the part
that we have he expresses the opinion that the
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Serpent of Genesis is an allegory of winter, neces-
sitating the ‘““coats of skins” to keep Adam and
Eve warm, and adds: “ Of these things I shall
speak fully when I come in another part to speak
of the ancient religion of the Persians, and com-
pare it with the modern religion of the New
Testament.” But this part was never published.
The part published was transcribed by Paine and
given, not long before his death, to the widow of
Elihu Palmer, who published it in the 77/eop/zlan-
thropeist in 1810. Paine had kept the other part,
no doubt for revision, and it passed with his effects
into the hands of Madame Bonneville, who eventu-
ally became a devotee. She either suppressed it
or sold it to some one who destroyed it. We can
therefore only infer from the above extract the
author’s belief on this momentous point. It seems
clear that he did not attribute any evil to the divine
Being. In the last article Paine published he
rebukes the “ Predestinarians ” for dwelling mainly
on God’s “physical attribute” of power. “ The
Deists, in addition to this, believe in his moral
attributes, those of justice and goodness.”

Among Paine’s papers was found one entitled
“My private thoughts of a Future State,” from
which his editors have dropped important sentences.

“T have said in the first part of the Age of Reason that ‘I
hope for happiness after this life.” This hope is comfortable
to me, and I presume not to go beyond the comfortable idea of
hope, with respect to a future state. I consider myself in the
hands of my Creator, and that he will dispose of me after this
life, consistently with his justice and goodness. I leave all

these matters to him as my Creator and friend, and I hold it to
VOL, 11,=24
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be presumption in man to make an article of faith as to what
the Creator will do with us hereafter. I do not believe, because
a man and a woman make a child, that it imposes on the Crea-
tor the unavoidable obligation of keeping the being so made in
eternal existence hereafter. It is in his power to do so, or not
to do so, and it is not in our power to decide which he will do.”
[After quoting from Matthew 25th the figure of the sheep and
goats he continues :] “ The world cannot be thus divided. The
moral world, like the physical world, is composed of numerous
degrees of character, running imperceptibly one into the other,
in such a manner that no fixed point can be found in either.
That point is nowhere, or is everywhere. The whole world
might be divided into two parts numerically, but not as to
moral character ; and therefore the metaphor of dividing them,
as sheep and goats can be divided, whose difference is marked
by their external figure, is absurd. All sheep are still sheep ;
all goats are still goats ; it is their physical nature to be so.
But one part of the world are not all good alike, nor the other
part all wicked alike. There are some exceedingly good, others
exceedingly wicked. There is another description of men who
cannot be ranked with either the one or the other—they belong
neither to the sheep nor the goats. And there is still another
description of them who are so very insignificant, both in char-
acter and conduct, as not to be worth the trouble of damning
or saving, or of raising from the dead. My own opinion is,
that those whose lives have been spent in doing good, and en-
deavouring to make their fellow mortals happy, for this is the
only way in which we can serve God, will be happy hereafter ;
and that the very wicked will meet with some punishment.
But those who are neither good nor bad, or are too insignificant
for notice, will be dropt entirely. This is my opinion. It is
consistent with my idea of God’s justice, and with the reason
that God has given me, and I gratefully know that he has given
me a large share of that divine gift.”

The closing tribute to his own reason, written in
privacy, was, perhaps pardonably, suppressed by
the modern editor, and also the reference to the
insignificant who “will be dropt entirely.” This
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sentiment is not indeed democratic, but it is signifi-
cant. It seems plain that Paine’s conception of
the universe was dualistic. Though he discards
the notion of a devil, I do not find that he ever
ridicules it. No doubt he would, were he now liv-
ing, incline to a division of nature into organic
and inorganic, and find his deity, as Zoroaster did,
in the living as distinguished from, and sometimes
in antagonism with, the “not-living.” In this be-
lief he would now find himself in harmony with
some of the ablest modern philosophers.!

The opening year 1806 found Paine in New Ro-
chelle. By insufficient nourishment in Carver’s
house his health was impaired. His means were
getting low, insomuch that to support the Bonne-
villes he had to sell the Bordentown house and
‘property.’ Elihu Palmer had gone off to Philadel-
phia for a time; he died there of yellow fever in
1806. The few intelligent people whom Paine
knew were much occupied, and he was almost
without congenial society. His hint to Jefferson
of his impending poverty, and his reminder that
Virginia had not yet given him the honorarium
he and Madison approved, had brought no result.
With all this, and the loss of early friendships, and
the theological hornet-nest he had found in New

! John Stuart Mill, for instance. See also the Rev. Dr. Abbott’s ** Ker-
nel and Husk” (London), and the great work of Samuel Laing, ‘‘ A
Modern Zoroastrian.”

2 It was bought for $300 by his friend John Oliver, whose daughter, still
residing in the house, told me that her father to the end of his life
“‘ thought everything of Paine.”  John Oliver, in his old age, visited
Colonel Ingersoll in order to testify against the aspersions on Paine’s
character and habits.
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York, Paine began to feel that his return to America
was a mistake.

The air-castle that had allured him to his be-
loved land had faded. His little room with the
Bonnevilles in Paris, with its chaos of papers, was
preferable ; for there at least he could enjoy the
society of educated persons, free from bigotry.
He dwelt a stranger in his Land of Promise.

So he resolved to try and free himself from his
depressing environment. He would escape to
Europe again. Jefferson had offered him a ship
to return in, perhaps he would now help him to
get back. So he writes (Jan. 3oth) a letter to the
President, pointing out the probabilities of a crisis
in Europe which must result in either a descent on
England by Bonaparte, or in a treaty. In the
case that the people of England should be thus
liberated from tyranny, he (Paine) desired to share
with his friends there the task of framing a repub-
lic. Should there be, on the other hand, a treaty
of peace, it would be of paramount interest to
American shipping that such treaty should in-
clude that maritime compact, or safety of the seas
for neutral ships, of which Paine had written so
much, and which Jefferson himself had caused to
be printed in a pamphlet. Both of these were,
therefore, Paine’s subjects. I think,” he says,
“you will find it proper, perhaps necessary, to
send a person to France in the event of either a
treaty or a descent, and I make you' an offer of
my services on that occasion to join Mr. Monroe.

As I think that the letters of a friend to a
friend have some claim to an answer, it will be
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address with a declaration that puts hypocrisy and malevo-
lence to defiance. Here it is: My motive and object in
all my political works, beginning with Common Sense,
the first work I ever published, have been to rescue
man from tyranny and false systems and false principles
of government, and enable him to be free, and establish
government for himself ; and I have borne my share of
danger in Europe and in America in every attempt I have
made for this purpose. And my motive and object in all my
publications on religious subjects, beginning with the first part
of the Age of Reason, have been to bring man to a right reason
that God has given him ; to impress on him the great princi-
ples of divine morality, justice, mercy, and a benevolent dis-
position to all men and to all creatures ; and to excite in him
a spirit of trust, confidence and consolation in his creator,
unshackled by the fable and fiction of books, by whatever
invented name they may be called. I am happy in the con-
tinual contemplation of what I have done, and I thank God
that he gave me talents for the purpose and fortitude to do it.
It will make the continual consolation of my departing hours,

whenever they finally arrive,
“THoMASs PAINE.”

“ These are the times that try men's souls.’ Crisis No. 1,
written while on the retreat with the army from fort Lee to
the Delaware and published in Philadelphia in the dark days
of 1776 December the 19th, six days before the taking of the
Hessians at Trenton.”

‘But the year 1806 had a heavier blow yet to in-
flict on Paine, and it naturally came, though in a
roundabout way, from his old enemy Gouverneur
Morris. While at New Rochelle, Paine offered
his vote at the election, and it was refused, on the
ground that he was not an American citizen! The
supervisor declared that the former American Min-
ister, Gouverneur Morris, had refused to reclaim
him from a French prison because he was not an
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American, and that Washington had also refused
to reclaim him. Gouverneur Morris had just lost
his seat in Congress, and was politically defunct,
but his ghost thus rose on poor Paine’s pathway.
The supervisor who disfranchised the author of
“Common Sense” had been a “Tory” in the
Revolution ; the man he disfranchised was one to
whom the President of the United States had
written, five years before: “I am in hopes you will
find us returned generally to sentiments worthy of
former times. In these it will be your glory to
have steadily labored, and with as much effect as
any man living.” There was not any question of
Paine’s qualification as a voter on other grounds
than the supervisor (Elisha Ward) raised. More
must presently be said concerning this incident.
Paine announced his intention of suing the in-
spectors, but meanwhile he had to leave the polls
in humiliation. It was the fate of this founder of
republics to be a monument of their ingratitude.

And now Paine’s health began to fail. An
intimation of this appears in a letter to Andrew A.
Dean, to whom his farm at New Rochelle was let,
dated from New York, August, 1806. It is in
reply to a letter from Dean on a manuscript which
Paine had lent him.’

1 ¢“T have read,” says Dean, ‘‘with good attention your manuscript on
Dreams, and Examination of the Prophecies in the Bible. I am now
searching the old prophecies, and comparing the same to those said to be
quoted in the New Testament. I confess the comparison is a matter worthy
of our serious attention ; I know not the result till I finish ; then, if you be
living, I shall communicate the same to you. I hope to be with you soon.”
Paine was now living with Jarvis, the artist. One evening he fell as if by
apoplexy, and, as he lay, his first word was (to Jarvis): ‘‘ My corporeal
functions have ceased ; my intellect is clear; this is a proof of immortality.”
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“ResPECTED FRIEND : I received your friendly letter, for
which I am obliged to you. It is three weeks ago to day (Sun-
day, Aug. 15,) that I was struck with a fit of an apoplexy, that
deprived me of all sense and motion. I had neither pulse nor
breathing, and the people about me supposed me dead. I had
felt exceedingly well that day, and had just taken a slice of
bread and butter for supper, and was going to bed. The fit
took me on the stairs, as suddenly as if I had been shot through
the head ; and I got so very much hurt by the fall, that I have
not been able to get in and out of bed since that day, otherwise
than being lifted out in a blanket, by two persons ; yet all this
while my mental faculties have remained as perfect as I ever
enjoyed them. I consider the scene I have passed through as
an experiment on dying, and I find death has no terrors for
me. As to the people called Christians, they have no evidence
that their religion is true. There is no more proof that the
Bible is the word of God, than that the Koran of Mahomet is
the word of God. It is education makes all the difference.
Man, before he begins to think for himself, is as much the child
of habit in Creeds as he is in ploughing and sowing. Yet
creeds, like opinions, prove nothing. Where is the evidence
that the person called Jesus Christ is the begotten Son of God ?
The case admits not of evidence either to our senses or our
mental faculties : neither has God given to man any talent by
which such a thing is comprehensible. It cannot therefore be
an object for faith to act upon, for faith is nothing more than
an assent the mind gives to something it sees cause to believe
is fact. But priests, preachers, and fanatics, put imagination
in the place of faith, and it is the nature of the imagination
to believe without evidence. If Joseph the carpenter dreamed
(as the book of Matthew, chapter 1st, says he did,) that his
betrothed wife, Mary, was with child by the Holy Ghost, and
that an angel told him so, I am not obliged to put faith in his
dream ; nor do I put any,for I put no faith in my own dreams,
and I should be weak and foolish indeed to put faith in the
dreams of others.—The Christian religion 1s derogatory to the
Creator in all its articles. It puts the Creator in an inferior
point of view, and places the Christian Devil above him. It
is he, according to the absurd story in Genesis, that outwits the
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-dence nor conception, such as the tale of the garden of Eden,
the talking serpent, the fall of man, the dreams of Joseph the
carpenter, the pretended resurrection and ascension, of which
there is even no historical relation, for no historian of those
times mentions such a thing, he gets into the pathless region of
confusion, and turns either frantic or hypocrite. He forces his
mind, and pretends to believe what he does not believe. This
is in general the case with the Methodists. Their religion is
.all creed and no morals,

“I have now my friend given you a fac-simile of my mind on
the subject of religion and creeds, and my wish is, that you
may make this letter as publicly known as you find opportuni-
ties of doing. Yours in friendship.”

The “Essay on Dream” was written early in
1806 and printed in May, 1807. It was the last
work of importance written by Paine. In thesame
pamphlet was included a part of his reply to the
Bishop of Llandaff, which was written in France:
“ An Examination of the Passages in the New
Testament, quoted from the Old, and called Proph-
ecies of the Coming of Jesus Christ.” The Ex-
amination is widely known and is among Paine’s
characteristic works,—a continuation of the “ Age
of Reason.” The “Essay on Dream” is a fine
specimen of the author’s literary art. Dream is the
imagination awake while the judgment is asleep.
“ Every person is mad once in twenty-four hours;
for were he to act in the day as he dreams in the
night, he would be confined for a lunatic.” Na-
thaniel Hawthorne thought spiritualism “a sort of
dreaming awake.” Paine explained in the same
way some of the stories on which popular religion
is founded. The incarnation itself rests on what
an angel told Joseph in a dream, and others are re-
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ferred to. “This story of dreams has thrown
Europe into a dream for more than a thousand
years. All the efforts that nature, reason, and con-
science have made to awaken man from it have
been ascribed by priestcraft and superstition to the
workings of the devil, and had it not been for the
American revolution, which by establishing the
universal right of conscience, first opened the way
to free discussion, and for the French revolution
which followed, this religion of dreams had con-
tinued to be preached, and that after it had ceased
to be believed.”

But Paine was to be reminded that the revolu-
tion had not made conscience free enough in Ameri-
ca to challenge waking dreams without penalties.
The following account of his disfranchisement at
New Rochelle, was written from Broome St., New
York, May 4, 1807, to Vice-President Clinton.

“ RESPECTED FrRIEND,—Elisha Ward and three or four other
Tories who lived within the british lines in the revolutionary
war, got in to be inspectors of the election last year at New
Rochelle. Ward was supervisor. These men refused my vote
at the election, saying to me: ‘ You are not an American ; our
minister at Paris, Gouverneur Morris, would not reclaim you
when you were emprisoned in the Luxembourg prison at Paris,
and General Washington refused to do it.” Upon my telling
him that the two cases he stated were falsehoods, and that if he
did me injustice I would prosecute him, he got up, and calling
for a constable, said to me, ‘ I will commit you to prison.” He
chose, however, to sit down and go no farther with it.

“T have written to Mr. Madison for an attested copy of Mr.
Monro’s letter to the then Secretary of State Randolph, in
which Mr. Monro gives the government an account of his re-
claiming me and my liberation in consequence of it; and also
for an attested copy of Mr. Randolph’s answer, in which he
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ever fabulous I might believe it to be. But the delusive idea
of having a friend at court whom they call a redeemer, who
pays all their scores, is an encouragement to wickedness.

“What is Fulton about ? Is he taming a whale to draw his
submarine boat ? I wish you would desire Mr. Smith to send
me his country National Intelligencer. It is printed twice a
week without advertisement. I am somewhat at a loss for
want of authentic intelligence. Yours in friendship.”

It will be seen that Paine was still in ignorance
of the conspiracy which had thrown him in prison,
nor did he suspect that Washington had been
deceived by Gouverneur Morris, and that his pri-
vate letter to Washington might have been sup-
pressed by Pickering.! It will be seen, by Madame

! It has been already surmised (ii., p. 174), that Washington’s Secre-
tary of State might have kept Paine’s letter from the President, and thus
prevented an answer, which might have led to an explanation. I had not
then observed a reference to that letter by Madison, in writing to Monroe
(April 7, 1796), which proves that Paine’s communication to Washington
had been read by Pickering. Monroe was anxious lest some attack on
the President should be written by Paine while under his roof,—an impro-
priety avoided by Paine as we have seen,—and had written to Madison on
the subject. Madison answers: *‘ I have given the explanation you desired
to F. A. M[uhlenberg], who has not received any letter as yet, and has prom-
ised to pay due regard to your request. It is proper you should know that
Thomas Paine wrote some time ago a severe letter to the President which
Pickering mentioned to me in harsh terms when I delivered a note from
Thomas Paine to the Secretary of State, inclosed by T. P. in a letter to
me. Nothing passed, however, that betrayed the least association of your
patronage or attention to Thomas Paine with the circumstance ; nor am I
apprehensive that any real suspicion can exist of your countenancing or even
knowing the steps taken by T. P. under the influence of his personal feel-
ings or political principles. At the same time the caution you observe is
by no means to be disapproved. Be so good as to let T. P. know that I
have received his letter and handed his note to the Secretary of State, which
requested copies of such letters as might have been written hence in his behalf.
The note did not require any answer either to me or through,me, and I have
heard nothing of it since I handed it to Pickering.” At this time the Sec-
retary of State’s office contained the President’s official recognition of Paine’s
citizenship ; but this application for the papers relating to his imprisonment
by a foreign power received no reply, though it was evidently couched in
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Bonneville’s and Jarvis’ statements elsewhere, that.
Paine lost his case against Elisha Ward, on what
ground it is difficult to imagine. The records of the
Supreme Court, at Albany, and the Clerk’s office
at White Plains, have been vainly searched for any
trace of thistrial. Mr. John H. Riker, son of Paine’s
counsel, has examined the remaining papers of
Richard Riker (many were accidentally destroyed)
without finding anything related to the matter. It
is so terrible to think that with Jefferson, Clinton,
and Madison at the head of the government,
and the facts so clear, the federalist Elisha Ward
could vindicate his insult to Thomas Paine, that it
may be hoped the publication of these facts will
bring others to light that may put a better face on
the matter.! Madame Bonneville may have mis--

respectful terms ; as the letter was open for the eye of Madison, who would not
have conveyed it otherwise. It is impossible that Washington could have.
sanctioned such an outrage on one he had recognized as an American citizen.

There is thus reason to believe that Timothy Pickering, as he had kept

back a letter in the case of Randolph, intercepted that of Paine to Washing-.
ton (Sept. 20,1795), whose silence brought on him the public letter.

1 Gilbert Vale relates an anecdote which suggests that a reaction may have
occurred in Elisha Ward’s family : ‘‘ At the time of Mr. Paine’s residence
at his farm, Mr. Ward, now a coffee-roaster in Gold Street, New York, and
an assistant alderman, was then a little boy and residing at New Rochelle.
He remembers the impressions his mother and some religious people made-
on him by speaking of Zom Paine, so that he concluded that Zo» Paine
must be a very bad and brutal man. Some of his elder companions pro-
posed going into Mr. Paine’s orchard to obtain some fruit, and he, out of
fear, kept at a distance behind, till he beheld, with surprise, Mr. Paine
come out and assist the boys in getting apples, patting one on the head and
caressing another, and directing them where to get the best. He then
advanced and received his share of encouragement, and the impression this
kindness made on him determined him at a very early period to examine his
writings. His mother at first took the books from him, but at a later period
restored them to him, observing that he was then of an age to judge for
himself ; perhaps she had herself been gradually undeceived, both as to his.
character and writings.”
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understood the procedure for which she had to
pay costs, as Paine’s legatee. Whether an ulti-
mate decision was reached or not, the sufficiently
shameful fact remains that Thomas Paine was
practically disfranchised in the country to which he
had rendered services pronounced pre-eminent by
Congress, by Washington, and by every soldier and
statesman of the Revolution.

Paine had in New York the most formidable of
enemies,—an enemy with a newspaper. This was
James Cheetham, of whom something has been
said in the preface to this work (p. xvi.). In addi-
tion to what is there stated, it may be mentioned
that Paine had observed, soon after he came to New
York, the shifty course of this man’s paper, Z/e
American Citizen. But it was the only republican
paper in New York, supported Governor Clinton,
for which it had reason, since it had the State
printing,—and Colonel Fellows advised that Cheet-
ham should not be attacked. Cheetham had been
an attendant on Elihu Palmer’s lectures, and after
his participation in the dinner to Paine, his federal-
ist opponent, the ZEwvening Post, alluded to his
being at Palmer’s. Thereupon Cheetham declared
that he had not heard Palmer for two years. In
the winter of 1804 he casually spoke of Paine’s
“mischievous doctrines.” In the following year,
when Paine wrote the defence of Jefferson’s pers
sonal character already alluded to, Cheetham
omitted a reference in it to Alexander Hamilton’s
pamphlet, by which he escaped accusation of offi-
cial defalcation by confessing an amorous intrigue.!

14T see that Cheetham has left out the part respecting Hamilton and
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Cheetham having been wont to write of Hamilton
as “the gallant of Mrs. Reynolds,” Paine did not
give much credit to the pretext of respect for the
dead, on which the suppression was justified. He
was prepared to admit that his allusion might be
fairly suppressed, but perceived that the omission
was made merely to give Cheetham a chance for
vaunting his superior delicacy, and casting a suspi-
cion on Paine. “ Cheetham,” wrote Paine, ‘“might
as well have put the part in, as put in the reasons
for which he left it out. Those reasons leave
people to suspect that the part suppressed related
to some new discovered immorality in Hamilton
worse than the old story.”

About the same time with Paine, an Irishman
came to America, and, after travelling about the
country a good deal, established a paper in New
York called 7/%e People's Friend. This paper
began a furious onslaught on the French, professed
to have advices that Napoleon meant to retake
New Orleans, and urged an offensive alliance of
the United States with England against France
and Spain. These articles appeared in the early
autumn of 1806, when, as we have seen, Paine was
especially beset by personal worries. They made
him frantic. His denunciations, merited as they

Mrs. Reynolds, but for my own part I wish it had been in. Had the story
never been publicly told I would not have been the first to tell it ; but
Hamilton had told it himself, and therefore it was no secret ; but my motive
in introducing it was because it was applicable to the subject I was upon,
and to show the revilers of Mr. Jefferson that while they are affecting a
morality of horror at an unproved and unfounded story about Mr. Jefferson,
they had better look at home and give vent to their horror, if they had any,
at a real case of their own Dagon (s7c) and his Delilah.”—Paine to Colonel

Fellows, July 31, 180s.
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were, of this assailant of France reveal the unstrung
condition of the old author’s nerves. Duane, of
the Philadelphia Au»ora, recognized in Carpenter
a man he had seen in Calcutta, where he bore the
name of Cullen. It was then found that he had on
his arrival in America borne the alias of Mac-
cullen. Paine declared that he was an ‘“ emissary”
sent to this country by Windham, and indeed most
persons were at length satisfied that such was the
case. Paine insisted that loyalty to our French
alliance demanded Cullen’s expulsion. His ex-
posures of ‘“the emissary Cullen” (who disap-
peared) were printed in a new republican paper in
New York, 7/he Public Advertiser, edited by Mr.
Frank. The combat drew public attention to the
new paper, and Cheetham was probably enraged
by Paine’s transfer of his pen to Frank. In 1807,
Paine had a large following in New York, his
friends being none the less influential among the
masses because not in the fashionable world.
Moreover, the very popular Mayor of New York,
De Witt Clinton, was a hearty admirer of Paine.
So Cheetham’s paper suffered sadly, and he opened
his guns on Paine, declaring that in the Revolution
he (Paine) “ had stuck very correctly to his pen in
a safe retreat,” that his “ Rights of Man” merely
repeated Locke, and so forth. He also began to
denounce France and applaud England, which led
to the belief that, having lost republican patronage,
Cheetham was aiming to get that of England.
Ina “ Reply to Cheetham” (August 21st), Paine
met personalities in kind. “ Mr. Cheetham, in his
rage for attacking everybody and everything that is







