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“Oct. 29 [on returning from a journey]. Called to see T.
Paine, who was walking about Carver’s shop.”

“Nov. 1. Changed snuff-boxes with T. Paine at his lod-
gings.! The old philosopher, in bed at 4 o’clock afternoon,
seems as talkative and well as when we saw him in the summer.”

In a letter written jointly by the brothers to
their parents, dated July 6th, they say that Paine
“begins to feel the effects of age. The print I
left at Horley is a very strong likeness. He lives
with a small family who came from Lewes[Carvers]
quite retired, and but little known or noticed.”
They here also speak of “the honour of walking
with our old friend T. Paine in the midst of the
bustle on Independence Day.” There is no sug-
gestion, either here or in the Diary, that these gen-
tlemen of culture and position observed anything
in the appearance or habits of Paine that dimin-
ished the pleasure of meeting him. In November
they travelled down the Mississippi, and on their
return to New York, nine months later, they heard
(July 20, 1807) foul charges against Paine from
Carver. *“ Paine has left his house, and they have
had a violent disagreement. Carver charges Paine
with many foul vices, as debauchery, lying, ingrati-
tude, and a total want of common honour in all his
actions, says that he drinks regularly a quart of
brandy per day.” But next day they callon Paine, in
“the Bowery road,” and William Constable writes :

“He looks better than last year. He read us an essay on
national defence, comparing the different expenses and powers

! Dr. Grece showed me Paine’s papier-maché snuff-box, which his uncle
had fitted with silver plate, inscription, decorative eagle, and banner of
‘“ Liberty, Equality.” It is kept in a jewel-box with an engraving of
Paine on the lid.
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of gunboats and ships of war and batteries in protecting a
sea coast; and gave D. C. [Daniel Constable] a copy of his
Examination of the texts of scriptures called prophecies, etc.,
which he published a short time since. He says that this
work is of too high a cut for the priests and that they will
not touch it.” :

These brothers Constable met Fulton, “a friend
of Paine’s,” just then experimenting with his steam-
boat on the Hudson. They also found that a
scandal had been caused by a report brought to
the British Consul that thirty passengers on the ship
by which they (the Constables) came, had *the
Bible bound up with the ‘Age of Reason,” and
that they spoke in very disrespectful terms of the
mother country.” Paine had left his farm at New
Rochelle, at which place the travellers heard stories
of his slovenliness, also that he was penurious,
though nothing was said of intemperance.

Inquiry among aged residents of New Rochelle
has been made from time to time for a great many
years. The Hon. J. B. Stallo, late U. S. Minister
to Italy, told me that in early life he visited the
place and saw persons who had known Paine, and
declared that Paine resided there without fault.
Paine lived for a time with Mr. Staple, brother of
the influential Captain Pelton, and the adoption
of Paine’s religious views by some of these persons
caused the odium.! Paine sometimes preached at

New Rochelle.

! Mr. Burger, Pelton’s clerk, used to drive Paine about daily. Vale says :
‘“ He [Burger] describes Mr. Paine as really abstemious, and when pressed
to drink by those on whom he called during his rides, he usually refused with
great firmness, but politely. In one of these rides.he was met by De*Witt
Clinton, and their mutual greetings were extremely hearty. Mr. Paine at
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to which Cheetham had compelled him to swear in
court. He used to declare that Cheetham had
obtained under false pretences and printed without
authority letters written in anger. But thrice in
his letter to Paine Carver says he means to pub-
lish it. Its closing words are: “ There may be
many grammatical errours in this letter. To you
I have no apologies to make ; but I hope a candid
and impartial public will. not view them ‘with a
critick’s eye.”” This is artful ; besides the fling at
Paine’s faulty grammar, which Carver could not
discover, there is a pretence to faults in his own
letter which do not exist, but certainly would have
existed had he written it. The style throughout is
transparently Cheetham’s.

In the book at Concord the unassisted Carver
writes : “ The libel for wich [szc] he [Cheetham]
was sued was contained in the letter I wrote to
Paine.” This was the libel on Madame Bonne-
ville, Carver’s antipathy to whom arose from his
hopes of Paine’s property. In reply to Paine’s
information, that he was excluded from his Will,
Carver says: “ I likewise have to inform you, that
I totally disregard the power of your mind and
pen ; for should you, by your conduct, permit this
letter to appear in public, in vain may you attempt
to print or publish any thing afterwards.” This is
plainly an attempt at blackmail. Carver’s letter is
dated December 2, 1806. It was not published
during Paine’s life, for the farrier hoped to get
back into the Will by frightening Madame Bonne-
ville and other friends of Paine with the stories he
meant to tell. About a year before Paine’s death
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he made another blackmailing attempt. He raked
up the scandalous stories published by “ Oldys”
concerning Paine’s domestic troubles in Lewes,
pretending that he knew the facts personally. “Of
these facts Mr. Carver has offered me an affidavit,”
says Cheetham. ‘ He stated them all to Paine in
a private letter which he wrote to him a year before
his death ; to which no answer was returned. MTr.
Carver showed me the letter soon after it was
written.” On this plain evidence of long con-
spiracy with Cheetham, and attempt to blackmail
Paine when he was sinking in mortal illness, Carver
never made any comment. When Paine was known
to be near his end Carver made an effort at concili-
ation. ‘I think it a pity,” he wrote, “ that you or
myself should depart this life with envy in our
hearts against each other—and I firmly believe that
no difference would have taken place between us,
had not some of your pretended friends endeavored
to have caused a separation of friendship between
us.”' But abjectness was not more effectual than
blackmail. The property went to the Bonnevilles,
and Carver, who had flattered Paine’s “great
mind,” in the letter just quoted, proceeded to write.
a mean one about the dead author for Cheetham’s
projected biography. He did not, however, expect
Cheetham to publish his slanderous letter about
Paine and Madame Bonneville, which he meant
merely for extortion; nor could Cheetham have
got the letter had he not written it. All of Cheet-
ham’s libels on Paine’s life in New York are ampli-
fications of Carver’s insinuations. In describing

14 A Bone to Gnaw for Grant Thorburn.” By W, Carver (1836).
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Cheetham as “an abominable liar,” Carver passes
sentence on himself. On this blackmailer, this
confessed libeller, rest originally and fundamentally
the charges relating to Paine’s last years.

It has already been stated that Paine boarded for
a time in the Bayeaux mansion. With Mrs. Bay-
eaux lived her daughter, Mrs. Badeau. In 1891 I
visited, at New Rochelle, Mr. Albert Badeau, son
of the lady last named, finding him, as I hope he
still is, in good health and memory. Seated in the
arm-chair given him by his mother, as that in which
Paine used to sit by their fireside, I took down for
publication some words of his. “ My mother would
never tolerate the aspersions on Mr. Paine. She
declared steadfastly to the end of her life that he
was a perfect gentleman, and a most faithful friend,
amiable, gentle, never intemperate in eating or
drinking. My mother declared that my grand-
mother equally pronounced the disparaging reports
about Mr. Paine slanders. I never remember to
have seen my mother angry except when she heard
such calumnies of Mr. Paine, when she would almost
insult those who uttered them. My mother and
grandmother were very religious, members of the
Episcopal Church.” What Mr. Albert Badeau’s
religious opinions are I do not know, but no one
acquainted with that venerable gentleman could for
an instant doubt his exactness and truthfulness. It
certainly was not until some years after his return
to America that any slovenliness could be observed
about Paine, and the contrary was often remarked
in former times.! After he had come to New York,

1 *“He dined at my table,” said Aaron Burr. ‘‘I always considered Mr.
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in no case is a word said of Paine’s drinking. This
wasin 1785—7. Paine’s enemy, Chalmers (““ Oldys”),
raked up in 1791 every charge he could against
Paine, but intemperance is not included. Paine
told Rickman that in Paris, when borne down by
public and private affliction, he had been driven to
excess. That period I have identified on a former
page (ii., p. 59) as a few weeks in 1793, when his
dearest friends were on their way to the guillotine,
whither he daily expected to follow them. After
that Paine abstained altogether from spirits, and
drank wine in moderation. Mr. Lovett, who kept
the City Hotel, New York, where Paine stopped in
1803 and 1804 for some weeks, wrote a note to
Caleb Bingham, of Boston, in which he says that
Paine drank less than any of his boarders. Gilbert
Vale, in preparing his biography, questioned D.
Burger, the clerk of Pelton’s store at New Rochelle,
and found that Paine’s liquor supply while there was
one quart of rum per week. Brandy he had en-
tirely discarded. He also questioned Jarvis, the
artist, in whose house Paine resided in New York
(Church Street) five months, who declared that
what Cheetham had reported about Paine and
himself was entirely false. Paine, he said, “ did not
and could not drink much.” In July, 1809, just
after Paine’s death, Cheetham wrote Barlow for
information concerning Paine, “useful in illustrat-
ing his character,” and said : ““ He was a great drunk-
ard here, and Mr. M., a merchant of this city, who
lived with him when he was arrested by order of
Robespierre, tells me he was intoxicated when that
event happened.” Barlow, recently returned from




PERSONAL TRAITS. 397

Europe, was living just out of Washington ; he
could know nothing of Cheetham’s treachery, and
fell into his trap; he refuted the story of “ Mr.
M.,” of course, but took it for granted that a sup-
posed republican editor would tell the truth about
Paine in New York, and wrote of the dead author
as having ‘“a mind, though strong enough to bear
him up and to rise elastic under the heaviest hand
of oppression, yet unable to endure the contempt of
his former friends and fellow-laborers, the rulers of
the country that had received his first and greatest
services; a mind incapable of looking down with
serene compassion, as it ought, on the rude scoffs
of their imitators, a new generation that knows him
not; a mind that shrinks from their society, and
unhappily seeks refuge in low company, or looks
for consolation in the sordid, solitary bottle, etc.”’
Barlow, misled as he was, well knew Paine’s nature,
and that if he drank to excess it was not from
appetite, but because of ingratitude and wrong.
The man was not a stock or a stone. If any can
find satisfaction in the belief that Paine found no
Christian in America so merciful as rum, they may
perhaps discover some grounds for it in a brief
period of his sixty-ninth year. While living in the
house of Carver, Paine was seized with an illness
that threatened to be mortal, and from which he
never fully recovered. It is probable that he was
kept alive for a time by spirits during the terrible
time, but this ceased when in the latter part of
1806 he left Carver’s to live with Jarvis. In the

! Todd’s ‘“ Joel Barlow,” p. 236. The **Mr. M.” was one Murray, an
English speculator in France, where he never resided with Paine at all.
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spring of 1808 he resided in the house of Mr. Hitt,
a baker, in Broome Street, and there remained ten
months. Mr. Hitt reports that Paine’s weekly sup-
ply then—his seventy-second year, and his last—
was three quarts of rum per week.

After Paine had left Carver's he became ac-
quainted with more people. Thelate Judge Tabor's
recollections have been sent me by his son, Mr.
Stephen Tabor, of Independence, Iowa.

“I was an associate editor of the New York Beacon with
Col. John Fellows, then (1836) advanced in years, but retain-
ing all the vigor and fire of his manhood. He was a ripe
scholar, a most agreeable companion,-and had been the cor-
respondent and friend of Jefferson, Madison, Monroe and John
Quincy Adams, under all of whom he held a responsible office.
One of his productions was dedicated, by permission, to [J. Q.]
Adams, and was republished and favorably received in Eng-
land. Col. Fellows was the soul of honor and inflexible in his
adherence to truth. He was intimate with Paine during the
whole time he lived after returning to this country, and boarded
for a year in the same house with him.

“I also was acquainted with Judge Hertell, of New York
City, a man of wealth and position, being a member of the
New York Legislature, both in the Senate and Assembly, and
serving likewise on the judicial bench. Like Col. Fellows, he
was an author, and a man of unblemished life and irreproach-
able character.

“These men assured me of their own knowledge derived
from constant personal intercourse during the last seven years
of Paine’s life, that he never kept any company but what was
entirely respectable, and that all accusations of drunkenness
were grossly untrue. They saw him under all circumstances and
knew that he was never intoxicated. Nay, more, they said, for
that day, he was even abstemious. That was a drinking age
and Paine, like Jefferson, could “ bear but little spirit,” so that
he was constitutionally temperate,

“ Cheetham refers to William Carver and the portrait painter
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Ryder, with whom Paine had boarded, admitted
trying to make Paine smile by saying Thomas was
like him, but vehemently repudiated the slander.
“Mrs. Bonneville often came to visit him. She
never saw but decency with Mrs. Bonneville. She
never staid there but one night, when Paine was
very sick.”” Mrs. Dean was summoned to support
one of Carver’s lies that Madame Bonneville tried
to cheat Paine, but denied the whole story (which
has unfortunately been credited by Vale and other
writers). The Rev. Mr. Foster, who had a claim
against Paine’s estate for tuition of the Bonne-
villes, was summoned. ‘ Mrs. Bonneville,” he tes-
tified, “might possibly have said as much as that
but for Paine she would not have come here, and
that he was under special obligations to provide for
her children.” A Westchester witness, Peter Un-
derhill, testified that “he one day told Mrs. Bonne-
ville that her child resembled Paine, and Mrs.
Bonneville said it was Paine’s child.” But, apart
from the intrinsic incredibility of this statement
(unless she meant “god-son”), Underhill’s character
broke down under the testimony of his neighbors,
Judge Sommerville and Captain Pelton. Cheetham
had thus no dependence but Carver, who actually
tried to support his slanders from the dead lips of
Paine! But in doing so he ruined Cheetham’s case
by saying that Paine told him Madame Bonneville
was never the wife of M. Bonneville; the charge
being that she was seduced from her husband. It
was extorted from Carver that Madame Bonne-
ville, having seen his scurrilous letter to Paine,
threatened to prosecute him; also that he had
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“The court, however, when the libeller came up the next
day to receive his sentence, highly commended the book which
contained the libellous publication, declared that it tended to
serve the cause of religion, and imposed no other punishment
on the libeller than the payment of $150, with a direction that
the costs be taken out of it. It is fit to remark, lest foreigners
who are unacquainted with our political condition should
receive erroneous impressions, that Mr. Recorder Hoffman
does not belong to the Republican party in America, but has
been elevated to office by men in hostility to it, who obtained a
temporary ascendency in the councils of state.”*

Madame Bonneville had in court eminent wit-
nesses to her character,—Thomas Addis Emmet,
Fulton, Jarvis, and ladies whose children she
had taught French. Yetthe scandal was too tempt-
ing an illustration of the “ Age of Reason” to disap-
pear with Cheetham’s defeat. Americans in their
peaceful habitations were easily made suspicious of
a French woman who had left her husband in Paris
and followed Paine; they could little realize the
complications into which ten tempestuous years
had thrown thousands of families in France, and
how such poor radicals as the Bonnevilles had to
live as they could. 7The scandal branched into
variants. Twenty-five years later pious Grant
Thorburn promulgated that Paine had run off from
Paris with the wife of a tailor named Palmer.
“ Paine made no scruples of living with this woman
openly.” (Mrs. Elihu Palmer, in her penury, was
employed by Paine to attend to his rooms, etc.,

1 ¢“Speech of Counsellor Sampson ; with an Introduction to the Trial of
James Cheetham, Esq., for a libel on Margaret Brazier Bonneville, in his
Memoirs of Thomas Paine. Philadelphia : Printed by John Sweeny, No.
357 Arch Street, 1810.” I am indebted for the use of this rare pamphlet,
and for other information, to the industrious collector of causes célébres, Mr.
E. B. Wynn, of Watertown, N, V.,










