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In the very year of this publication, afterwards
much lamented, Paine published in Europe a work
that filled Cobbett with admiration. This was
“The Decline and Fall of the English System of
Finance,” which predicted the suspension of gold
payments by the Bank of England that followed
the next year. The pamphlet became Cobbett’s
text-book, and his Regzster was eloquent in Paine’s
praise, the more earnestly, he confessed, because he
had ‘“been one of his most violent assailants.”
“Old age having laid his hand upon this truly great
man, this truly philosophical politician, at his ex-
piring flambeau I lighted my taper.”

A sketch of Thomas Paine and some related
papers of Cobbett are generously confided to me
by his daughter, Eleanor Cobbett, through her
nephew, William Cobbett, Jr., of Woodlands, near
Manchester, England. The public announcement
(1818) by Cobbett, then in America, of his inten-
tion to write a Life of Paine, led to his nego-
tiation with Madame Bonneville, who, with her
husband, resided in New York. Madame Bonne-
ville had been disposing of some of Paine’s manu-
scripts, such as that on ‘“ Freemasonry,” and the
reply to Bishop Watson, printed in 7/%e 7 eophilan-
thropist (1810). She had also been preparing,
with her husband’s assistance, notes for a biogra-
phy of Paine, because of the “unjust efforts to
tarnish the memory of Mr. Paine”; adding, “Z£¢
lindignation w'a fait prendre la plume.” Cobbett
agreed to give her a thousand dollars for the man-
uscript, which was to contain important letters from
and to eminent men. She stated (September 30,
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1819) her conditions, that it should be published in
England, without any addition, and separate from
any other writings. I suppose it was one or all of
these conditions that caused the non-completion of
the bargain. Cobbett re-wrote the whole thing, and
it is now all in his writing except a few passages by
Madame Bonneville, which I indicate by brackets,
and two or three by his son, J. P. Cobbett. Although
Madame Bonneville gave some revision to Cobbett’s.
manuscript, most of the letters to be supplied are
merely indicated. No trace of them exists among
the Cobbett papers. Soon afterward the Bonne-
villes went to Paris, where they kept a small book
shop. Nicolas died in 1828. His biography in
Michaud’s Dictionary is annotated by the widow,
and states that in 1829 she had begun to edit for
publication the Life and posthumous papers of
Thomas Paine. From this it would appear that
she had retained the manuscript, and the original
letters. In 1833 Madame Bonneville emigrated to
St. Louis, where her son, the late General Bonne-
ville, lived. Her Catholicism became, I believe,
devout with advancing years, and to that cause,
probably also to a fear of reviving the old scandal
Cheetham had raised, may be due the suppression
of the papers, with the result mentioned in the
introduction to this work. She died in St. Louis,
October 30, 1846, at the age of 79. Probably
William Cobbett did not feel entitled to publish
the manuscript obtained under such conditions, or
he might have waited for the important documents
that were never sent. He died in 183s.

The recollections are those of both M. and









434 APPENDIX.

denied by himself, he was born at Thetford, in the County
of Norfolk, England on the 29. January, in the year 1737 ;
that his father Joseph Paine was a stay-maker, and by reli-
gion a Quaker ; that his mother was the daughter of a country-
attorney, and that she belonged to the Church of England;
but, it appears, that she also afterwards became a Quaker ;
for these parents both belonged to the Meeting in 1787, as
appears from a letter of the father to the son. The above-
mentioned histories relate (and the correctness of the state-
ment has not been denied by him), that Paine was educated at
the free-school of Thetford ; that he left it in 1752, when he
was fifteen years of age, and then worked for some time with
his father: that in a year afterwards, he went to London :
that from London he went to Dover : that about this time he
was on the eve of becoming a sailor : that he afterwards did
embark on board a privateer: that, between the years 1759
and 1774 he was a staymaker, an excise officer, a grocer, and
an usher to a school; and that, during the period he was
twice married, and seperated by mutual consent, from his sec-
ond wife.*

In this year 1774 and in the month of September, Paine
sailed from England for Philadelphia, where he arrived safe ;
and now we Jdegin his history ; for here we have him in con-
nection with his literary labours.

It being an essential part of our plan to let Thomas Paine
speak in his own words, and explain himself the reason for
his actions, whenever we find written papers in his own hand,
though in incomplete notes or fragments, we shall insert such,
in order to enable the reader to judge for himself, and to esti-
mate the slightest circumstances. Sowvent d’un grand dessin
un mot nous fait juger. ‘A word often enables us to judge
of a great design.”

of no more importance te us than whether he was swaddled with woollen or
with linen. It is the man, in conjunction with those labours which have
produced so much effect in the world, whom we are to follow and contem-
plate. Nevertheless, since many pretended histories of the life of Paine
have been published, etc.”

! The dates given by Cobbett from contemporary histories require revision
by the light of the careful researches made by myself and others, as given at
the beginning of this biography.
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preserved by Thomas Paine : [ Wanting, but no doubt one élse-
where given, in the Hall manuscripts.]

When Washington had made his retreat from New York
Thomas Paine published the first number of the Crzsis, which
was read to every corporal’s guard in the camp. It revived
the army, reunited the members of the [New York] Conven-
tion, when despair had reduced them to nine in number, while
the militia were abandoning their standards and flying in all
directions. The success of the army at Trenton was, in some
degree, owing to this first number of the Crisis. In 1778 he
discovered the robberies of Silas Deane, an agent of the United
States in France. He gave in his resignation as Secretary,
which was accepted by the Congress. In 1779 he was ap-
pointed Clerk to the General Assembly of Pennsylvania, which
office he retained until 1780. In 1780 he departed for France
with Col. John Laurens, commissioned especially by the Con-
gress to the Court at Versailles to obtain the aid that was
wanted. (See Gordon’s Hist., v. iil., p. 154.) After his return
from France he received the following letter from Col. Laurens :

“ CaARrOLINA, April 18, 1782.—1I received the letter wherein
you mention my horse and trunk, (the latter of which was left
at Providence). The misery which the former has suffered at
different times, by mismanagement, has greatly distressed me.
He was wounded in service, and I am much attached to him.
If he can be of any service to you, I entreat your acceptance
of him, more especially if you will make use of him in bring-
ing you to a country (Carolina) where you will be received
with open arms, and all that affection and respect which our
citizens are anxious to testify to the author of Common Sense,
and the Crisis.

“Adieu! I wish you to regard this part of America (Caro-
lina) as your particular home—and everything that I can
command in it to be in common between us.”

On the roth of April) 1783, the definitive treaty of peace
was received and published. Here insert the letter from
Gen. Nathaniel Greene :

“ AsHLEY-R1VES (Carolina), Nov. 18, 1782.—Many people
wish to get you into this country.
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olution, Thomas Paine answered him in his First Part of
the Rights of Man. In January, 1792, appeared the Second
Part of the Rights of Man. ‘T'he sale of the Rights of Man
was prodigious, amounting in the course of one year to about
a hundred thousand copies.

In 1792 he was prosecuted for his Rights of Man by the
Attorney General, McDonald, and was defended by Mr.
Erskine, and found guilty of libel. But he was now in France,
and could not be brought up for judgment.

Each district of France sent electors to the principal seat
of the Department, where the Deputies to the National Assem-
bly were chosen. Two Departments appointed Thomas
Paine their Deputy, those of Oise and of Pas de Calais, of
which he accepted thelatter. He received the following letter
from the President of the National Assembly, Hérault de
Séchelles :

“To THoMAs PAINE :

“France calls you, Sir, to its bosom, to perform one of the
most useful and most honorable functions, that of contributing,
by wise legislation, to the happiness of a people, whose desti-
nies interest all who think and are united with the welfare of
all who suffer in the world.

“1t becomes the nation that has proclaimed the Righkts of
Man, to desire among her legislators him who first dared to
estimate the consequences of those Rights, and who has de-
veloped their principles with that Common Sense, which is the
only genius inwardly felt by all men, and the conception of
which springs forth from nature and truth.

“The National Assembly gave you the title of Citizen, and
had seen with pleasure that its decree was sanctioned by the
only legitimate authority, that of the people, who had already
claimed you, even before you were nominated.

“Come, Sir, and enjoy in France the most interesting of
scenes for an observer and a philosopher,—that of a confiding
and generous people who, infamously betrayed for three years,
and wishing at last to end the struggle between slavery and
liberty, between sincerity and perfidy, at length arises in its
resolute and gigantic force, gives up to the sword of the
law those guilty crowned things who betrayed them, resists the
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nurse to take care of his sick friend : a fact of little account
in itself, but a sure evidence of ardent and active friendship
and kindness.

The Convention being occupied with a discussion of the
question of what Constitution ought to be adopted, that of
1791 or that of 1793, Thomas Paine made a speech (July 7,
1795) as a member of the [original] Committee [on the Con-
stitution] and Lanthénas translated it and read it in the
Tribune. This speech has been translated into English, and
published in London ; but, the language of the author has
been changed by the two translations. It is now given as
written by the author. [Missing.]

In April, 1796, he wrote his Decline and Fall of the Brit-
ish System of Finance ; and, on the 3oth of July of that
year he sent his letter to Washington off for America by Mr.
who sent it to Mr. Bache, a newspaper printer of
Philadelphia, to be published, and it was published the same
year. The name of the gentleman who conveyed the letter,
and who wrote the following to Thomas Paine, is not essential
and therefore we suppress it. [Missing.]

We here insert a letter from Talleyrand, the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, to show that Thomas Paine was always active
and attentive in doing every thing which would be useful te
America. [Missing.]

Thomas Paine after he came out of prison and had re-
entered the Convention wrote the following letter. [Mzssing.]

The following is essentially connected with the foregoing :
“ Paris, October 4, 1796.” [Missing.]

In October, 1796, Thomas Paine published the .Second
Part of the Age of Reason. )

This year Mr. Monroe departed from France, and soon
after Thomas Paine went to Havre de Grace, to embark for
the United States. But, he did not, upon inquiry, think it
prudent to go, on account of the great number of English
vessels then cruizing in the Channel. He therefore came
back to Paris ; but, while at Havre, wrote the following letter,
13 April 1797, to a friend at Paris. [Missing.]

The following letter will not, we hope, seem indifferent to
the reader : “ Dear Sir, I wrote to you etc.” [Missing.]

At this time it was that Thomas Paine took up his abode
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While Paine was one day taking his usual after-dinner nap,
an old woman called, and, asking for Mr. Paine, said she had
something of great importance to communicate to him. She
was shown into his bed-chamber ; and Paine, raising himself
on his elbow, and turning towards the woman, said : “ What
do you want with me ?” T came,” said she, “ from God, to
tell you, that if you don’t repent, and believe in Christ, you'll
be dammed.” ¢ Poh, poh, it’s not true,” said Paine ; “you
are not sent with such an impertinent message. Send her
away. Pshaw! God would not send such a foolish ugly old
woman as you. Turn this messenger out. Get away ; be
off : shut the door.” And so the old woman packed herself off.

After his arrival Paine published several articles in the news-
papers of New York and Philadelphia. Subsequent to a short
illness which he had in 1807, he could not walk without pain,
and the difficulty of walking increased every day. On the
21st of January, 1808, he addressed a memorial to the Con-
gress of the United States, asking remuneration for his services;
and, on the 14th of February, the same year, another on the
same subject. These documents and his letter to the Speaker
are as follows.

The Committee of Claims, to which the memorial had been
submitted, passed the following resolution : ‘“ Resolved, that
Thomas Paine has leave to withdraw his memorial and the
papers accompanying the same.” He was deeply grieved at
this refusal ; some have blamed him for exposing himself to
it. But, it should be recollected, that his expenses were greatly
augmented by his illness, and he saw his means daily diminish,
while he feared a total palsy ; and while he expected to live to
a very great age, as his ancestors had before him. His money
yielded no interest, always having been unwilling to place
money out in that way.

He had made his will in 180%, during the short illness al-
ready noticed. But three months later, he assembled his

about his bridge was Chaptal. See ii.,, p. 206. The names in the last
paragraph show what an attractive literary circle Paine had left in France,
for a country unable to appreciate him.

1¢¢Are as follows” in Madame B.’s writing, after striking out Cobbett’s
words, ‘‘will be found in the Appendix.” The documents and letters are
not given, but they are well known. See ii., p. 405.
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He was now become extremely weak. His strength and
appetite daily departed from him ; and in the day-time only
he was able, when not in bed, to sit up in his arm-chair to read
the newspapers, and sometimes write. When he could no
longer quit his bed, he made some one read the newspapers to
him. His mind was always active. He wrote nothing for the
press after writing his last will, but he would converse, and
took great interest in politics. The vigour of his mind, which
had always so strongly characterized him, did not leave him
to the last moment. He never complained of his bodily suf-
ferings, though they became excessive. His constitution was
strong, The want of exercise alone was the cause of his suf-
ferings. Notwithstanding the great inconveniences he was
obliged to sustain during his illness, in a carman’s house

divide with Nicholas Bonneville proceeds of the sale of the North part of
his farm. To Madame Bonneville went his manuscripts, movable effects,
stock in the N. Y. Phcenix Insurance Company estimated at $1500, and
money in hand. The South part of the New Rochelle farm, over 100 acres,
were given Madame Bonneville in trust for her children, Benjamin and
Thomas, ‘‘their education and maintenance, until they come to the age of
twenty-one years, in order that she may bring them well up, give them good
and useful learning, and instruct them in their duty to God, and the practice
of morality.” At majority they were to share and share alike in fee simple.
He desires to be buried in the Quaker ground,—‘‘ my father belonged to that
profession, and I was partly brought up in it,”—but if this is not permitted,
to be buried on his farm. *‘‘The place where I am to be buried to be a
square of twelve feet, to be enclosed with rows of trees, and a stone or post
and railed fence, with a head-stone with my name and age engraved upon it,
author of ‘‘ Common Sense.” He confides Mrs. Bonneville and her children
to the care of Emmet and Morion. ‘‘ Thus placing confidence in their
friendship, I herewith take my final leave of them and of the world. I have
lived an honest and useful life to mankind ; my time has been spent in doing
good ; and I die in perfect composure and resignation to the will of my
Creator God.” The Will, dated January 18, 1809, opens with the words,
‘““ The last Will and Testament of me, the subscriber, Thomas Paine, repos-
ing confidence in my Creator God, and in no other being, for I know of no
other, and I believe in no other.”

Mr. William Fayel, to whom I am indebted for much information concern-
ing the Bonnevilles in St. Louis, writes me that so little is known of Paine’s
benefactions, that ‘‘ an ex-senator of the United States recently asserted that
Gen. Bonneville was brought over by Jefferson and a French lady; and a
French lady, who was intimate with the Bonnevilles, assured me that
General Bonneville was sent to West Point by Lafayette.”
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The eighty-eight acres of the north part were sold at 25
dollars an acre. The half of the south (the share of Thomas
de Bonneville) has been sold for the total sum of 1425 dollars.
The other part of the south, which was left to Benjamin de
Bonneville, has just (1819) been sold in lots, reserving the spot
in which Thomas Paine was buried, being a piece of land 45
feet square.

Thomas Paine’s posthumous works, He left the manuscript
of his answer to Bishop Watson ; the Third Part of his Age
of Reason ; several pieces on Religious subjects, prose and
verse. The great part of his posthumous political works will
be found in the Appendix. Some correspondences cannot be,
as yet, published.

In Mechanics he has left two models of wheels for carriages,
and of a machine to plane boards, Of the two models of
bridges, left at the Philadelphia Museum, only one has been
preserved, and that in great disorder, one side being taken
entirely off. But, I must say here, that it was then out of the
hands of Mr. Peale.?

Though it is difficult, at present, to make some people be-
lieve that, instead of being looked on as a deist and a drunkard,
Paine ought to be viewed as a philosopher and a truly benevo-
lent man, future generations will make amends for the errors
of their forefathers, by regarding him as a most worthy man,
and by estimating his talents and character according to their
real worth.

Thomas Paine was about five feet nine inches high, English
measure, and about five feet six French measure. His bust
was well proportioned ; and his face oblong. Reflexion was
the great expression of his face; in which was always seen
the calm proceeding from a conscience void of reproach, His
eye, which was black, was lively and piercing, and told us that
he saw into the very heart of hearts [of any one who wished
to deceive him],* A most benignant smile expressed what he

1 All except the first two MSS., of which fragments exist, and some
poems, were no doubt consumed at St. Louis, as stated in the Introduction
to this work.

? 1 have vainly searched in Philadelphia for some relic of Paine’s bridges.

3 Bracketed words marked out. In this paragraph and some that follow
the hand of Nicolas Bonneville is, I think, discernible.
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felt upon receiving an affectionate salutation, or praise deli-
cately conveyed. His leg and foot were elegant, and he stood
and walked upright, without stiffness or affectation. [He
never wore a sword nor cane], but often walked with his hat
in one hand and with his other hand behind his back. His
countenance, when walking, was generally thoughtful. In
receiving salutations he bowed very gracefully, and, if from an
acquaintance, he did not begin with “how d’ye do? " but,
with a “what news?” If they had none, he gave them his.
His beard, his lips, his head, the motion of his eye-brow, all
aided in developing his mind.

Was he where he got at the English or American news-
papers, he hastened to over-run them all, like those who read
to make extracts for their paper. His first glance was for the
funds, which, in spite of jobbing and the tricks of government,
he always looked on as the sure thermometer of public affairs.
Parliamentary Debates, the Bills, concealing a true or sham
opposition of such or such orators, the secret pay and violent
theatrical declamation, or the revelations of public or private
meetings at the taverns ; these interested him so much that he
longed for an ear and a heart to pour forth all his soul. When
he added that he knew the Republican or the hypocrite, he
would affirm, beforehand, that such or such a bill, such or such
a measure, would take place ; and very seldom, in such a case,
the cunning politic or the clear-sighted observer was mis-
taken in his assertions ; for they were not for him mere con-
jectures. He spoke of a future event as of a thing past and
consummated. In a country where the slightest steps are ex-
panded to open day, where the feeblest connexions are known
from their beginning, and with all the views of ambition, of
interest or rivalship, it is almost impossible to escape the eye
of such an observer as Thomas Paine, whom no private inter-
est could blind or bewitch, as was said by the clear-sighted
Michael Montaigne.

His writings are generally perspicuous and full of light, and
often they discover the sardonic and sharp smile of Voltaire.
One may see that he wishes to wound to the quick ; and that
he hugs himself in his success. But Voltaire all at once over-
runs an immense space and resumes his vehement and drama-
tic step : Paine stops you, and points to the place where you
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ought to smile with him at the ingenious traits ; a gift to envy -
and stupidity.

Thomas Paine did not like to be questioned. He used to
say, that he thought nothing more impertinent, than to say to
any body : “ What do you think of that ?”” On his arrival at
New York, he went to see General Gates. After the usual
words of salutation, the General said : “I have always had it
in mind, if I ever saw you again, to ask you whether you were
married, as people have said.” Paine not answering, the Gen-
eral went on: “ Tell me how it is.” ‘I never,” said Paine,
““answer impertinent questions.”

Seemingly insensible and hard to himself, he was not so to
the just wailings of the unhappy. Without any vehement ex-
pression of his sorrow, you might see him calling up all his
powers, walking silently, thinking of the best means of consol-
ing the unfortunate applicant; and never did they go from
him without some rays of hope. And as his will was firm and
settled, his efforts were always successful. The man hardened
in vice and in courts [of law], yields more easily than one
imagines to the manly entreaties of a disinterested benefactor.

Thomas Paine loved his friends with sincere and tender af-
fection. His simplicity of heart and that happy kind of open-
ness, or rather, carelessness, which charms our hearts in read-
ing the fables of the good Lafontaine, made him extremely
amiable. If little children were near him he patted them,
searched his pockets for the store of cakes, biscuits, sugar-
plums, pieces of sugar, of which he used to take possession as
of a treasure belonging to them, and the distribution of which
belonged to him."? His conversation was unaffectedly simple
and frank ; his language natural ; always abounding in curious
anecdotes. He justly and fully seized the characters of all
those of whom he related any singular traits. For his con-
versation was satyrick, instructive, full of witticisms. If he
related an anecdote a second time, it was always in the same
words and the same tone, like a comic actor who knows the
place where he is to be applauded. He neither cut the tale
short nor told it too circumstantially. It was real conversa-

! At this point are the words: ‘‘ Barlow's letter [i. . to Cheetham] we
agreed to suppress.”







