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O GET attention for what follows,

I' I feel impelted to say that the late

John C. Lincoln was a rich man, In
the last half of his 93 years of life:
(1856-1959) he was a multi-millionaire.

Making money in  industrial, real

estate and mining operations seemed to

- be an avocation for him, as golf or cards
might be for other men. His main ob-
ject in life from 1910 to theé day of his
death was the promotion of what is
commonly called Single Tax, which may
be a misnomer. What Lincoln stood for
was elimination of taxes on production,
buildings, homes, factories, earmngs and
consumer goods.

The one tax, the only tax, the single
tax would be on land values, The tax on
Jand would absorb all the profit in land
ownership, thereby compelling owners
to use land at its highest potential, or
abandon it to others who would put it
into productive use,

Lincoln thought that land reflected

and-absorbed so much of the gain from
invention, education, science and popu-
lation that it—the tax on land values—
should pay the whole cost of govern-
ment,

~ In succeeding paragraphs I will let
others present. the theory which was so
ably and eloquently expounded hy Henry

John C. Lincoln

George in his book called. “Progress and

Foverty,” published in 1879, Lincoln and-

Henry George devoutly believed in un-
taxed free enierprise under the capital-
istic system. The man who produced was'
to be encouraged; the man who took
gain without producing—the land owner
and speculator—was to heé taxed out of
all profit. '

In short, full taxation of land values
might be described as an answér to so-
cialism. Tt would fortify private enter-

prise while retaining for the -public.

values produced by the community as
-distinguished from gains by mdlvidual
effort.

From 1910 until his death, Lincoln
contributed generously to the cause. To
the Lincoin Foundation, which was set
up in 1947, he gave $3,000,000 in his life-
time. To this, by the terms of his will,
another $3,000,000 will be added. So far
as I know he never asked anyone else to
contribute even a cent.

Among the enterprises from which his
fortune was derived are the Lincoln
Electrie Co. (of which his brother James
F. Lincoln is chairman} and the Univer-
sal . Wire Spring Co. (recently sold),
both of Cleveland, and the Bagdad Cop-
per Corp. of Arizona. Other sourceg of
his wealth were in real estate. He
owned or had large interests in Wade
Park Manor, Moreland Courts in Shaker
Heights, Hotel Auditorium, Bulkley
Building, Camelback Inn in Arizona and
Lincoln Tower in Columbus,

In such investments-and speculations
in real estate it often seemed to me he

must have taken sardonic delight in col-

lectmg the huge gains which he publicly
condemned. He was proving to himself
and others that there was big money in
well-located sites. '

Lincoln's biographers, Raymond Moley
and the Jate John W, Love, say that
Lincoln first heard of Single Tax in 1889
when Henry George spoke in Cleveland.
He was promipted ,to read ‘“‘Progress and
Poverty"” three times. Tom 1. Johnson,
mayor of Cleveland from 1901-9, was an
enthusiastic Georgian. He made active
converts of Lincoln and such men as
Peter Witt, E. W. Doty, David Gibson,
Newton D. Baker, Edmund Vance
Cooke, Horace Carr, Henry P. Boynton
and Johr: D. Fackler (Who later re-.
nounced the doctrine),

Gibson in 1913 began publication of a
four-page weekly magazine cailed The
Ground Hog, of which I was editor dur-
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ing the last two years of its four-year
existence. In those years I lived for
Single Tax.

When the first World War came, no-
body had interest in anything but vie-
tory. The Ground Hog discontinued pub-
lication, and I turned to other interests,
as did almost everyone else in Cleveland
and elsewhere, Since then, so it seems
to me, the theory of land value taxation
might have died except for Lincoln. He
was determined that what he thoughi
was right and moral should prevail, and
so while others slept and were mute, he
was awake and talking,

In 1957 he asked me {0 -become a
member of the board of the Lincoln
Foundation. I had. been inactive in the
cause for 40 years, but his earnestness
at our two meetings in his suite in the .
Wade Park Manor led me to accept the
invitation. T had not met the other di- -
rectors except William H. Bemis, the
Cleveland lawyer, and David C. Lincoln,
another Cleveland man, a son of - the
founder, who is president of the Founda-
tion. Raymond Moley, a former Cleve-
lander, and Bemis were old friends of
mine. Moley has been advisor of the
Foundation’s activities since 1951,

Currently the Foundation is financing
studies of taxation by professionals in
universities and research institutions.
Among these are the University of Chi-
cago, University of Southern California,
Claremont College, University of Vir-
ginia, New York University, and Man-
agement Service Associates, Ine. We are
assembling facts. about land values,
taxes,-slums, suburbia, farm Iands,
speculation, and private profits. The
board is objective in all this.

When Henry George wroie and when
Lincoln was a young man, the total
budgets of the nation, states, and cities
were insignificant by comparison with
today’s expenditure for welfare and de-
fense. To expect to finance these costs
with a Single Tax would be ridiculous.
On the other hand, to Ioad the burden
on producers and consumers is absurd
and cruel.

Over



Lincoln ‘used violent language m dé-_ -

scribing thé. profits of ‘speculative land-

owners. He called their capital gains

‘legal stealing.’ L L :
Last summer, House & Home, Inc,

magazine for the building industry, pub-
lished a special issue in which Lincoin’s

views wera confirmed, .
House & Home said:

“Land, s8y. thé homebuliders; 1§ our..-

most critical . problem. Despite the mile
Lons of -milez of open countryside in
the U8, inflated land costs threaten to.
price food housing out ef the market.
Since 1950:1and prices have soared any-
where from 100% to 760%. In Orange
County, Calif., land priced at $2,000 an
acre in 1952 now costs $32000. Prices
Iike these are danger signafs.” =
Again: T
“Unimproved land differs from any
other kind of private property. So said
Moses,© Spinoza: - Locke, Blackstone,
Adam_Smith, Tom Paine, Jeffersom,
J. A. Froude, John Stuart -Mili, Lincoln,
Herbert Spencer; Tolstol, Henry George,
Sun Yat-Sen, Irving Fisher’ .

And again; S .
“Today's - taxes make misuse of land
more profitable than good uge. They
harness. the : profit motive backwards, -
glve land speculation a better tax break
thax -any other business and- by abet. .
ting speculation, abet suburban sprawl.
Shumns are subsidizeg gg undertaxation,
deveiopments - -penaliz
tion. Speeculators are stbsidized by pub-
iic improvements for private Tprofit.
Thus the only way to prevent land-price
inflation is to tax land more heayvily.”

My own thought is that the. heavy

taxation of land values, and the easing

of the burden of taxation” on improve-

meats such as houses and bathrooms,

are far from dead. Unfortunately a va-
~cant lot or a huge acreage of unused

suburban land doesn’t look like a proper

b overtaxa- . -

.source of taxes, whereas a skyscraper -
~or-a hotel ¢r a factory seems ‘to bean .. -

-ifleal source of revenue. To'reverse this .~
"kind of thinking was Lincoln’s goal and
is the goal of the Lincoln Foundaticn.

Speakmgfor 'tr'hysel-t_‘;; _‘again;-: 1 ‘can -

' honestly say that total abgorption by
 the public of land values seems to be
* the ‘one procedure that will elevate the =

lot of the common man. After reading ..

“Progress and Poverty” in' my early 20s, -

I read “Das Kapital” by Karl Marx and
small books by Peter Kropotkin:

T was looking for something that

would erase. the poverty and degrada-
tion that upset and infuriated me when
I was a newspaper reporter, observing
the worst side of life in a big city. =~ ~
It seemed to me that Henry George’s
formula was so superior to Marx's that
I' could plunk for capitalism without

apology. This I have done in all I have

ever written,

If the editor has the space, I should
like to conclude with this short quota-
tion . from an exposition of land-value
taxation. by Winston Churchill, which
appeared in House & HFome last August:

“A portion.. in some cases'the whole,
of every benefit which is laboriously -

acquired by the community increases

“the land value and findg itg way auto-

maticaily into the landlord's pocket. IT

there is’a rise in wages, rents are able
to move forward, because. the workers
can afford to pay & little more.

“If the opening of a new raflway or a
new tramway, or the institution of an
improved service or a lowering of fares,

OF_of -a new nvention, . or
ords

" it betomeés -easier
" a toll"bar on-a bridge ‘across“the

i ed_-of- so large -H.proportion; of
mulcted -o 2! Wk {’o?ﬁ

' conscience, : and’ agltation -was gef-on:
:1oot,” munictpal:authoritiés .were roused,

‘ bridge’ ‘was .freed and.the tolliTémo

. & very_ sghori™time rents.on.the-sout

‘risen abow

Eub]ic convenience ‘affy
he -workers in anly partie
or them

therefore the landlord ‘and. the: ground’
landlord, one on top of the other, are-

, able to charge them moré for the privi-.
lege. of living there. : B

“Some years ago in Lofidon there was' -

Thames, .and ail' the. workin
who li_véd on the south- side ntf%h'e.x:‘lvaf

:-people

their earnings appea pubI

and.at the cost of the Tate payers

© All those le who used the bridge
were saved: stgo%me. a8 week, :-but'—wi_tﬁ

amouit of
mitted!” -

g campatiy ke <
Jounded and okich:

bears his name, . - -
Here My, ‘Feather .
becomes an”activs
~Single Taxer agai ;
after 40 years’
Cinactivity in the

cause.




