CHAPTER L
“PROGRESS AND POVERTY” PUBLISHED.
1879-1880. AGe, 40-41.

HE diary shows that on March 22, 1879, a copy of

“Progress and Poverty” in manuscript was shipped
to D. Appleton & Co., Publishers, New York. No West
Coast house was judged to have facilities for placing a
book of this kind on the market. Moreover, the Apple-
tons were the American publishers of the works of Her-
bert Spencer, whose “Social Statics” Mr. George regarded
as having in some degree ploughed the ground for his
own book. They also published “The International Sci-
entific Series” which he had in his library and to which
he thought “Progress and Poverty” might perhaps be
added. But about the middle of April he received word
from the Appleton Company:

“We have read your MS. on political economy. It
has the merit of being written with great clearness and
force, but is very aggressive. There iz very little to
encourage the publication of any such work at this time
and we feel we must decline it.”

However, the author had meanwhile asked his brother,
Thomas L. George, to go on from Philadelphia and confer
on publication with Professor William Swinton, Henry
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George’s old California friend, now living in New York,
and with A. S. Hallidie, a8 member of the Board of Trus-
tees of the San Francisco Free Library, who had gone
East to buy books. The three gentlemen called on Wil-
liam H. Appleton, the senior member of the firm, and
found him disposed to reconsider the matter, though his
strong feeling was that the publication of such a book
would not pay. And there he halted, so that the manu-
script was submitted to other houses. Thomas George
wrote to his brother on May 13:

“I have just telegraphed you after consultation with
Professor Swinton, and by his advice, that it ‘seems
impossible to get publisher without plates” Appleton
rejected the MS. and Harper, also, the latter emphati-
cally, considering it revolutionary and all that sort of
thing. Swinton and I called at Scribner’s this morn-
ing . . . and were much pleased with our inter-
view. In the event of Scribner refusing we shall try
Boston.”

Meanwhile, and before Appleton had written the first
letter of rejection, Henry George, not wishing to remain
idle, and for that matter urged by necessity to do some-
thing to make a living which his office of meter inspector
had not recently afforded, rc-entered public affairs. He
started a four-paged weekly paper, “The State”—“A jour-
nal of politics and opinion.” It was printed by William
M. Hinton, who had opened a printing officc on Clay
Street. Mr. George did most of the writing, but Dr. Tay-
lor, James V. Coffey and other friends made contribu-
tions. The paper was high in tone and temperate, though
strong in language. It forcibly opposed the new constitu-
tion that the convention had drawn up and which was to be
submitted to a popular vote early in May. Mr. George
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held that such an instrument would strengthen the land
and railroad monopolies and that it had many other seri-
ous faults. The masses of the people thought otherwise,
however, so that it was adopted by a large vote.

“The State” afterwards dealt with a number of matters
of public interest in California, and took a vigorous ad-
verse position to General Grant, who purposed completing
a circle of the globe by way of San Francisco, to the end,
as many like George belicved, of becoming candidate for a
third term of the Presidency. To Henry George, Grant
was distinguished as the President who had had the worst
of all political rings and corruptionists about him.
George’r attack was so sincere and so strenuous that later,
when Grant arrived, and John Russell Young, who was of
the General’s party, offered to arrange for a private in-
terview, George refused.

“The State” had a short life, suspending with the
eleventh number. Not that it was losing money, for while
it did not have much of a circulation, it was just about
paying for itself. Mr. George stopped it because, having
undertaken to make plates of his book, he found that that
far more important matter demanded all of his available
time. ' _

It is an old story how the copyright of Milton’s “Para-
dise Lost” was originally sold for five pounds, and it goes
with the history of literature how many famous books from
“Robinson Crusoe” down to “Uncle Tom's Cabin” were
at start thought to be such poor business ventures as to
have to struggle for publication. “Progress and Pov-
erty” had fallen into the same category. The ability it
showed was conceded, but aside from its doctrines to
which some objccted, the book was thought unlikely to pay
the expense of handling. In truth, no works of political
economy up to that time had paid. There was nothing
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for the author to do but himself to make his plates and
then try again for a publisher.

But to a man who had no money—who indeed, was in
debt—the expense of making plates was a serious matter.
The way cleared, however. “My old partner, Mr. Hin-
ton,” said Mr. George later,' “who had got himself a
printing office, thereupon said that he had faith enough
in anything I should do to make the plates; and I put
the manuscript in his hands.” The diary on May 17 con-
tains the note: “Commenced to set type on book. Set
first two sticks myself.”

But with characteristic pains, the author revised his
manuscript, chapter by chapter, before the printers re-
ceived it. Not a page or a paragraph escaped until it met
whatever new questions had arisen in his mind. And he
made many changes, but not one affecting principle. Most
of them related to tersencss, expression and arrangement.?

Those competent to judge will perhaps hold with the
author that taken altogether the changes made in the

1 Meeker Notes, October, 1897.
Economy,” p. 203.
2 A comparison of title pages will illustrate this :

Sce also ‘*The Science of Political

As submitted to Appleton :
¢ Progreas and Poverty
“* An inquiry into the Cause of
Recurring Paroxysms of Industri-
al Depressions and of Increasing
‘Want with Increasing Wealth.
“* A Remedy Proposed.”

As revised and printed :
¢ Progress and Poverty
‘*An inquiry into the Cause of
Industrial Depressions and of In-
crease of Want with Increase of
Wealth.
““The Romedy."”

There was also an important rearrangement and addition. As submitted
to Appleton, the work consisted of eight grand divisions or books. The
revision cast it into ten. The original Book VI, entitled, * The Remedy,”
and consisting of ten chapters, he divided into three books, as follows :
Book V1, *“The Remedy,” two chapters (one of them, entitled, **The True
Remedy,") being new; Book VII, “Justice of the Remedy,” five chapters; and
Book VIII, **Application of the Remedy,” four chapters. The numbering
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manuscript at the time of putting the work into type
made a marked improvement in “Progress and Poverty,”
as still further clearing and smoothing an already grace-
ful, lucid style; but it is to the termination of the work
that chief attention will turn. The manuseript ended
with the closing words of Book VIII, or what by subse-
quent numbering became Book X. The author had ended
his task, he had answered the riddle of industrial depres-
sions, shown the cause of increase of want with increase
of wealth and pointed to the remedy. But thought still
mounted, his heart still moved him; so that while the
printers were busy setting type on what he had previously
written, he now wrote a chapter entitled “The Problem of
Individual Life” to form the conclusion. This was not
a mere rhetorical flourish, a splendid peroration to an
clevated argument. His soul’s message was going out to
the world. He had made the long, hard struggle to find
the Truth and to tell it. Would the Truth prevail? He
understood the conditions that beset it and he answered:
“Ultimately, yes. But in our own times, or in times of
which any memory of us remains, who shall say?’ He
made a supreme appeal to those “who in their heart of
hearts have taken the cross of a new crusade”; to those
who seeing the Truth, “will toil for it; suffer for it; if
necd be, die for it.” It was a trumpet call to those who
would fight with Ormuzd! And he followed this up later,
at the first formal publication of the work,® with a dedi-

of former Books VII and VIII was changed to IX and X, respectively.
Besides the motto to precede the general work, ono was now set at the
head of each book, that heading Book VIII, being written by Dr. Taylor.
It was ascribed to *Old Play,” which, however, gave place to Taylor's
name in the fourth edition, as George heard it highly commended and
wished its author to have full credit.

1 First Appleton edition.
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cation of it “to those who, sceing the vice and misery that
spring from the uncqual distribution of wealth and privi-
lege, feel the possibility of a higher social state and would
strive for its attainment.”

During all this labour of making plates, Taylor was of
inestimable service to his friend, encouraging and sug-
gesting, reading proofs, and even, like George, going back
to the printer’s case to set a few sticks of type. Nor did
George forget his other fricnds. He now did as he had
done during the previous work of writing—called for
their aid whenever they could give it. For instance, John
Swett has eaid:

“It was when he was putting ‘Progress and Poverty’ in
type that Mr. George came, saying that some criticisms
had been made by a friend respecting synfax, and that
as he [George] depended more upon his ear than upon
a knowledge of rulcs, he may have fallen into some gross
errors. e, therefore, wanted me, as a friend, to read
a set of proofs—the same set, in fact, on which the
grammatical critic had made marks. I found that
these marks related almost entirely to ‘so’s’ and ‘as’s.
According to my liberal view, Mr. George’s use of these
marked words was in almost every instance correct. In-
deed, as I now remember, the only incorrect use of them
was in a single instance, which by some chance the
critic had overlooked.

“Mr. George did not ask me to pass upon the subject
matter of the work. Nor would I have felt in a posi-
tion to do so, because 1 had made no special study of
such matters. He asked me to rcad for grammatical
slips; and from what he said, I expected to find here
and there a break. 1 was greatly surprised to find prac-
tically nothing to criticise. His ear was as good as the
rules of syntax.”

One of his friends had originally suggested that the
book be published by subscription, and the author con-



Age, 40-41) PROPHECY A8 TO BOOK 321

cluded to follow this idea to the extent of an informal
“Author’s Edition” of five hundred copies. He printed
a descriptive circular or prospectus of the work announ-
cing that he would issue in August a small “Author’s Proof
Edition,” under the title, “Political Economy of the So-
cial Problem.”* He sent this circular to those of his
friends who he thought would take an interest in the mat-
ter, and he sold enough copies at three dollars apiece to
enable him to pay part of the cost of printing the edition.

One of the first copics he sent to his father in Phila-
delphia, who had reached his eighty-first year. With the
book he sent this letter (September 15) :

“It is with a deep feeling of gratitude to Our Father
in Heaven that I send you a printed copy of this book.
I am grateful that I have been enabled to live to write
it, and that you have been enabled to live to see it.
It represents a great deal of work and a good deal of
sacrifice, but now it is done. It will not be recognised
at first—maybe not for some time—but it will ulti-
mately be considered a great book, will be published in
both hemispheres, and be translated into different lan-
guages. This I know, though neither of us may ever see
it here. But the belief that I have expressed in this
book—the belief that there is yet another life for us
makes that of little moment.”

A fortnight after writing this letter, the author re-
ceived from D. Appleton & Co. of New York a proposal
to publish the book. This was in response to an effort

1The title, ** Progress and Poverty,” was the name used when the book
was first submitted to Appleton and the other Eastern publishers, as shown
by the original manuscript. Why Mr. George announced a totally differ-
ent one in this circular perhaps came from a desire to protect the former
title until it had been printed with the book and copyrighted. He
showed similar care with his later books.
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he had again made to find a publisher. “I sent,” he said,
“copies of the author’s edition without binding to pub-
lishers both in America and England, offering to put the
plates at their disposal for printing. I received but ome
proposal, that of Appleton & Co. They offered to take
it and bring it out at once, and I acceded to this.”* The
* publishers proposed to issue the book at two dollars a
copy and agreed to give a royalty of fiftcen per cent.

To his friend, John Swinton, of New York, brother of
Professor William Swinton, Mr. George wrote in satis-
faction:

“So, at last, I feel sure of getting the book published!
This is a very great relicf to me. I was from the first
apprehensive about finding a publisher and Somers
brought to me a message from you as to the difficul-
tiee that was anything but encouraging. Turning
aside from ecverything else, I worked hard and faith-
fully to get the book through, only to feel when the
writing had been finished that I was but on the threshold
of the real difficulty. When, in spite of your brother’s
efforts, I could get no one to publish from the manu-
script, I had to work on an uncertainty and make the
plates. To do this I had to stop the little paper that
I had started.”

Soon following this letter Mr. George wrote another to
John Swinton:

“If the book gets well started, gets before the public
in such a way as to attract attention, I have no fear
for it. I know what it will encounter ; but, for all that,
it has in it the power of truth. When you read it in
its proper order and carefully, you will see, I think, that
it 18 the most important contribution to the science
of political economy yet made; that, on their own

1 Meeker notes, October, 1897,
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ground, and with their own weapons, I have utterly
broken down the whole structure of the current polit-
ical economy, which you so truly characterise. The pro-
fessors will first ignore, then pooh-pooh, and then try
to hold the shattered fragments of their theories to-
gether; but this book opens the discussion along lines
on which they cannot make a successful defence.”

Mr. George also received some cheer through compli-
mentary copies of the “Author’s Edition” which he sent
to such distinguished persoms as he thought would be
interested in it; one copy going to Gladstone, who had
just made a speech or two with radical tendencies on the
land question, another to Sir George Grey, the master
spirit of New Zealand ; and others to Herbert Spencer and
the Duke of Argyll, both of whom, the one as author of
“Social Statics” and the other of “The Reign of Law,”
would, the author presumed, welcome a work harmonising
with principles they had enunciated. Spencer does not
appear to have responded, but the Duke sent a courteous
acknowledgment. Gladstone on cne of his customary pos-
tal cards said (Hawarden, November 11, 1879): “Accept
my best thanks for the copy of your interesting work,
which reached me to-day, and which I have begun to
examine. There is no question which requires a more
careful examination than the land question in this and
other countries, and I shall set great store on whatever
information you may furnish under this head.” Sir
George Grey wrote in a still more gratifying way (Auck-
land, N. Z., January 2%, 1880). “I have alrcady read a
large part of the book,” he said. “I regard it as onc of
the ablest works on the great questions of the time, which
has come under my notice. It will be of great use to me.

It has cheered me much to find that there is so -

able a man working in California, upon subjects on which
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I believe the whole future of mankind now mainly
hangs.”

Early in 1880 John Russcll Young went to London and
carried a number of copies of “Progress and Poverty” with
him which he presented with personal letters to notable
men of his acquaintance, among them being W. Fraser
Rae, L. H. Courtney, M.P., Dean Stanley, and Henry
Labouchere, M.P., Thomas Hughes and Henry Faw-
cett, M. P., as well as the Irish Members of Parliament,
A. M. Sullivan and J. ’Connor Power, and he wrote back
to Mr. George that most of these copies of the book were
getting read and that some would probably produce results.

But if such messages were beginning to come in from
the outside world, recognition at home was slow. Friendly
newspapers like the “San Francisco Examiner” and the
“Sacramento Bee” said complimentary things, without at-
tempting to discuss or even to notice extendedly. Most
of the papers, if they did not treat the book with con-
temptuous silence, sneered at the “hobby” of “little Harry
George,” and said in substance with the “Alta California™
that the book never would be heard of. This belief found
expression beyond the newspapers, as indicated by an inei-
dent related by Mr. George in his “Science of Political
Economy” :*

“When the first few copies of my ‘Progress and Pov-
erty’ were printed in an author’s edition in San Fran-
cisco, a large land-owner (the late General Beale, proprie-
tor of the Tejon Ranch, and afterwards United States
Minister to Austria), sought me to express the pleasure
with which he had read it as an intellectual performance.
This, he said, he had felt at liberty to enjoy, for, to
speak with the freedom of philosophic frankness, he was

1 Pages 170,171,
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certain my work would never be heard of by those whom
I wished it to affect.”

The Saeramento “Record-Union,” the railroad organ,
was really the first representative of the hostile newspaper
interests to honour the book with a serious and extended
criticism. The author was moved to reply. He filled four
and a half columns, incidentally making some personal ex-
planations that we should note.

“If [in replying] I shall seem to show any of that
absence of diffidence which you deem one of the re-
markable characteristics of my book, do not charge it
to any want of respect or lack of proper modesty, but
to the fact that when a man has so thought out and
tested his opinions that they have in his mind the high-
est certainty, it would be but affectation for him to
assume doubte he does not feel.

“For my own part I am not lackmg in respect for
authority. Like everybody else, I am disposed to be-
lieve whatever 1 am told by those reputed wise and
learned, and if I have been cnabled to emancipate my-
sclf from ideas which have fettered far abler men, it is,
doubtless, due to the fact that my study of social prob-
lems was in a country like this, where they have been
presented with peculiar directness, and perhaps also to
the fact that I was led to think a good deal before I
had a chance to do much reading.”

Mr. George was depressed by hearing from the Apple-
tons that they would not attempt publication until after
the Christmas holidays. They wrote, moreover, that their
London agent had failed to induce any of the English
houses to take the book, one publisher saying that “if the
plates were sent free of cost” he would not publish it.
The Appleton agent had concluded that English publishers
generally would not look with much favour on the book
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because it antagonised the tenets of the current political
economy. Nor did the Appletons themselves see any ad-
vantage for the author in putting in the American edition
of the book the words “rights of translation reserved,”
since to their view there was small chance of anything of
importance being done in the way of translation.

This dashed the hopes that had begun to rise, and what
increased the author’s depression was that though it had
brought comparatively little return to him during the last
two years, he was about to yield up his office of inspector
of gas mcters, George C. Perkins, a Republican, having
been elected to succeed Governor William 8. Irwin. While
friendly with him, Mr. George would not ask, nor did he
expect, anything from Mr. Perkins, and a few days after
taking his chair in January, 1880, the new Governor ap-
pointed a Republican to the office of gas meter inspector.

Henry George had written a book which he was confi- .
dent would some day become famous; but in writing it, he
had chosen the hard road of the social pioneer, and in the
fall of 1879, when his friend John Russell Young was
in San Francisco with the General Grant party, he was
beginning to realise with secret bitterness the difficult
task he would have from now forward in making a living;
for the world regards as an impractical man and a
‘dreamer him who is in advance of his time. To a man
with such a mission as Mr. George had set before him-
self, the making of a living would have been a difficult
task even under good general circumstances; but Califor-
nia now was industrially under a cloud. He said later:
“I could hardly walk a block without meeting a citizen
begging for ten cents.”* Eighteen years later Mr. Young
said :

14 The Land Question," Chapter XV,
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“I saw much of George in these California days. He
talked of his career, was swimming in heavy seas. This
could only be divined bit by bit, for the proud, self-
respecting, sensitive gentleman made no sign. Then
came the knowledge of the book, the new gospel. I
never see ‘Progress and Poverty’ without recalling the
pathetic circumstances under which it was written and
honouring the courage of the author. The clouds
were heavy over George. Proud, brave, smiling, hope-
ful—San Francisco did not appreciate him; had never
given him recognition. He would speak of it as cold
and barren, ruled by strenuous men too busy with mines
and wheat and empire building to listen to prophecy.”?

About the time he was talking to Young, George ex-
pressed kindred sentiments in a letter to Charles Nordheoff,
one of the chief editorial writers for the “New York Her-
ald,” whom he had met early in the seventies in San
Francisco and whose strong belief in immortality made a
deep impression on his mind. The letter (December 21)
ran:

“Your kind letter reached me last Monday, but until
now I have not had time to acknowledge it. It has
given me a great deal of pleasure—more than you
can think. It pleases me that you remember me, and it
pleases me that you like my book. Your friendship and
your opinion I value very much. You know how ear-
nest men are drawn towards those for whom they feel
an intellectual sympathy, and I have derived so much
from you that it pleascs me very much that my book
interests and pleases you.

“As for the book itself, I believe it sets forth some
very great truths that I’mve been hitherto ignored and
slurred over, and I think they will grow on you as they
have grown on me. To write the book was not un easy

1 8igned article by John Russell Young in **New York
Herald,” October 30, 1897,
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task for me, and I could not have done it but for the
animation of a very deep and very strong feeling, and
when I got through it was with such a deep thank-
fulness that I cannot express it. I had hard work, too,
to get it into print and to get it a publisher, and it
has been weary waiting. But now Appletons write me
that they will publish it in January.

“With all defercnce to your judgment, I think you
are wrong in your opinion that I should have briefly
stated the economic laws. That would have been suffi-
cient if I had been writing for men like you. But I
have aimed to reach a very much larger audience. I
have tried to make a book which would be intelligible
to those who have never read and never thought on
such subjects before, and to do that in such a way as to
get the primary truths firmly established in their minds.
And it is astonishing and appalling how few there are
capable of logical thought—or, rather, who are willing
to undertake it.

“In the latter parts the book is too much condensed,
I know, and I had to omit a good deal I should like to
have said. The fact is it covers too wide a scope for
one volume. The chapters, for instance, relating to the
development of civilisation are but a bare skeleton of
what I should like to say, and do not begin to present
the argument as strongly as I feel it. But at least an
outline secemed to me essential, and T did not know,
even if I lived, if I should ever find opportunity to
write again.

“If this book makes success enough to insure it a re-
ception . . . and if opportunity is given me, there
are two books I chould like to write—one a brief political
economy, which, without controversy, should lay down
the principles of the science, and make of it a harmoni-
ous whole; and the other a dissection of this material-
istic philosophy which, with its false assumption of sci-
ence, passes current with so many.

“You speak of the intellectual poverty of this coast.
You can hardly understand how deep it 18, for of course
you came in contact with the highest people, and they
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must have seemed to you relatively far more numerous
than they really are. This is bad enough; but what is
worse 18 the moral atmosphere—at least in the circles in
which I have moved and lived. Do you know what im-
pressed me so much with you and made me want to talk
with you, was that you actually believed in the immor-
tality of the soul. It made you to me almost a curios-
ity, and I thought of it over and over again. It was
like meeting a man whose opinion was worth something
who told you he eaw somcthing which you would very
much like to see; but which you could not make out for
yourself and which every one around you whose opinion
was worth anything said did not exist at all. At that
time I should have gladly hailed any assurance that was
to be found in spiritualism, but I found in it nothing
but humbug, and in its believers, fools.!

“But now I really, and for myseclf, helieve with you.
Out of the train of thought which is set forth in that
book; out of the earnest, burning desire to do what I
might to relieve human miscry and make life brighter,
has come to me a faith, which, though it is not as defi-
nite and vivid and firm as must be the Christian’s faith,
when it is really felt, is yet very much to me. The
opportunity to write that book came out of crushing
disaster, and it represcnts more than labour. But I
would not forego this satisfaction for any success. And
I feel that there is much, very much, of which I get
only vague glimpses or rather suggestions of glimpses.

“I should like very much to talk with you. There
are so many things on which I should like to compare
notes with you. Sometime I may have the chance.”

Thus it is clear that Henry George did not look for the
initial advancemennt of his ideas in California. As John
Russell Young subsequently said: “George mnever for a
moment—never when under the grinding heel of bitter

1 Threo years later he wrote from Brooklyn to Taylor: * There is evi-
dently something in spiritualism; but I am the more convinced that it is
a bad thing to have anything to do with."”
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conditions—doubted the truth of his mission to mankind
and its ultimate success. But this obviously was not to be
attained in Eldorado.”

All was not against him, for now two circumstances
occurred that were of importance to him. One of these
concerned the translation of “Progress and Poverty” into
German by a cultured man named C. D. F. von Giitschow,
who, having lost a fortune in Germany, had recently come
to California to begin life anew, and who, chancing to
read a copy of the “Author’s Edition,” was so impressed
with the work that he at once asked for permission to
translate it. Consent was gladly given on the single con-
dition that the translation should be faithful. Mr. George
could read no foreign tongue, but he afterwards had as-
surance that this translation was excellent—by far the
best of three soon published in Germany.

The other circumstance of importance was the conver-
sion of a scholarly Englishman, Dr. Montague R. Leverson,
who had personally known and studied under William
Ellis and John Stuart Mill, and who had in 1876 pub-
lished in New York a primer of political economy for
grammar and high schools and the lower colleges. He had
come to California to arrange for the publication and
introduction of the book on the Pacific Coast, but learning
of “Progress and Poverty” through Professor Joseph Le-
Conte of the University of California, he declared, imme-
diately on reading it, that he had met his master in the
study and that not another copy of his primer should be
issued until the work had been re-written. This mani-
festation of rare intellectual honesty was never forgotten
by Mr. George.

But George’s gaze was turned eastward. To Dr. Tay-
lor, who had gone to Washington, D. C., on business, he
wrote (February 17, 1880) :
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“I got yesterday the first European notice of our
book. It is in the Parisian ‘Revue Scientifique,’ signed
by Emile de Laveleye. I got Phil Roach to translate
it for me. It is first-class—says the book has instructed
him and led him to think; indorses substantially the
whole programme ; says the chapter on Decline of givili-
sation is worthy of being added to ‘De Tocqueville’s
immortal work,” etc. So, my friend in need, your judg-
ment is being verified. The ‘Graphic’ of February 4,
had a very fine notice. I am told also that there have
been fine notices in the ‘Boston Transcript’ and in some
of the Cincinnati papers; but have not yet seen them.

“By the bye, there is one thing I would like to have
you do for me in the East which I forgot to mention.
Among the many projects which I have been vaguely
meditating is that of lecturing through the East. I
wish if you can get time, you would go and see Red-
path or some other of the Iecture Bureau people. I
had a card from Redpath some time since asking about
the publisher of the book. Possibly that will soon get
advertised enough to enable me to begin to draw a little,
and I have faith in my own ability if I once get started.
I know you don’t share that—but I have always felt it,
and on two or three occasions have tested it. For the
present I am doing a little hack work—and waiting.
But soon my time for waiting will be past.”

Mr. George sent his California University lecture, “The
Study of Political Economy,” to the “Popular Science
Monthly,” owned by the publishers of his book, D. Ap-
pleton & Co. It was accepted and appeared in the March
number (1880). For the same periodieal he wrote by invi-
tation on “The Kearney Agitation in California,” which
appeared in August. The lecture on “Moses” was not
suited to that magazine, but under the title of “The Leader
of the Exodus,” it was sent to another American, and
afterwards to an English, periodical. The author was un-
known and the article, though one of the most brilliant
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picces of writing that ever came from his pen, was in
both instances rejected.
Again George wrote to Taylor (March 12):

“I am sorry you have not scen or heard of my book.
I wish you would go into one of the Wash-
Jngton bookstores and inquire whether they have it or
have had it. You know how 1 feel about the ultimate
fate of the book. That does not worry me. What I
am concerned about is the meeting of my obligations
to Hinton. I have been calculating that by the early
part of next month I could get a return or an advance
from Appleton which would enable me to square up with
Hinton. There will he no difficulty if the book 1is sell-
ing; but it will be hard if it has not yet begun. Well;
we shall see.

“I have heen sick and am far from well—the old
trouble of which 1 have several times spoken to you,
growing more intense. The doctor says T must rest.
That is the best prescription, but often the hardest to
take.”

The illness of which he spoke was writer’s cramp and
biliousness, with bladder trouble; all proceeding from
overwork and nervous strain. First had come the year
and a half of hard writing and then the long months of
striving and waiting for results. He had written in De-
cember (1879) to John Russell Young:

“What a book of this kind, so much out of the usual
run, really needs is such a service as Mill in his auto-
biography speaks of having rendered to Carlyle’s ‘French
Revolution’ in a first review. But whether it is at
first applauded or denounced makes little difference,
provided it is treated with attention. The book fairly
started, will go. This is not merely my judgment; it
is my experience. I have put out enough copies to thor-
oughly test it, and I am more than satisfied of that.”
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Towards the middle of March (1880) a brilliant review,
that covered most of a page, appeared in the “New York
Sun,” from the pen of M. W. Hazeltine. What it meant
to the author he wrote to John Swinton (March 22):

“A year ago to-day I finished my book and shipped it
off to seek a publisher. After the toil and the pains of
the writing came the anxiety, the rebuff, the weary
waiting; and I have longed that by this day at least
there might be some sure sign that the seed I tried to
plant there had not fallen by the wayside. This re-
view is that sign; it secures for my book that attention
which is all I ask.”

Important reviews soon followed in other Eastern news-
papers and periodicals, so that the gaze in that direction
was stronger tham ever. Moreover, the Appletons wrote
that if the author would consent to a reduction in copy-
right, they would issue a dollar, paper-covered edition of
the work, to which he gladly agreed. One of the instru-
ments in bringing this about was a young man in the Ap-
pleton employ, A. J. Steers, who had read the book and
was enthusiastic about it. Mr. George wrote (April 4)
in reply to a letter from him:

“I cannot tell you how grateful your letter ie to me
and how much I thank you for it. I have wanted a
cheap edition very much. .

“But it is not this of which I speak go much as the
sympathy and interest your letter expresses and which
makes me feel that the book has spoken to you as I knew
there would be some men to whom it would speak.
This is my reward—the verification of my faith. It
is very, very much to me—more than profit, more than
fame. I knew when I wrote it that my book would
sometime find such men, but whether I should ever know
it, that I could not tell ; for many a man does his work
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and in this life sees no result. And no matter how
much of a success the book may become in my lifetime,
I do not think I shall be proucf of it, as men are proud
of writing a successful history or novel. The feeling
is one of deep gratitude that it has been permitted me
to do something. And this, already, I know—your kind
letter is ome of the proofs of it—that every here and
there is a man on whom these ideas have taken hold, as
they have taken hold of me, and who in his turn will be
a fresh centre.

“You speak of how little you can do. Did you ever
think of it, how little we know of what we can do, or of
what we do? Sometimes a word, a little act, starts a
train that, if we could follow it, we should see leads to
the widest results. But it is not the result so much
as the effort to do what we can, with which we are con-
cerned.”

At length John Russell Young wrote hopefully of being
able to get George a writing position in New York on the
“Herald” that would permit him to do his work away from
the office and give him much time to himself. Young per-
ceiving his circumstances, voluntarily sent him money with
which to go East. Having nothing to keep him, and
arranging to pay those to whom he owed money at the
carliest opportunity, in August of 1880 Henry George took
train for New York, leaving his family behind him. His
purse was so light that he was compelled to travel third
class. But no sooner had he got well started than his
spirits threw off their depression, and although he was
going into practically a new world where he had not half
a dozen friends, confidence came, for the time of waiting
had passed. From Winnemucca he wrote back to Taylor,
who had returned to San Francisco: “I am enjoying the
trip and am full of hope. The spell is broken and I have
taken a mew start.”



