
PREFACE

The germ of this book was contained in an article

published in the Independent, April 3, 1902. The
wide interest which that article awakened prompted

the elaboration and arrangement of its briefly con-

sidered and somewhat disjointed parts into the present

form.

The chapters on " Our Makers of Law " and " Our

Interpreters of Law" have been carefully read by a

member of the New York Bar who has made a spe-

cial study of the matters treated therein. Some of

the decisions cited in the latter chapter are admitted

to be those of subordinate courts in comparatively

unimportant States. The intention, however, was to

give a general view of judicial interpretation; and

for that reason it became necessary to cite decisions

of inferior as well as superior courts, and those from

semi-industrial as well as industrial States.

As the book goes to press, the news is published

that the anthracite magnates have yielded and made
concessions to public sentiment. It is an act in

harmony with the wiser forethought of most of the

magnates of to-day, and it strengthens the general

seigniorial position immeasurably.


