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belittle the extraordinary political advancement made in
various parts of the world.

But no one can deny that we need more readers for our
periodicals, more support for our Foundations and that
education must precede real political advancement.

Without question our generalsleading political campaign
need more lieutenants—whether here in Great Britain
where you are fighting for the taxation of land values;
whether in California, where under Judge Ralston a war
has been waged against the stupid and iniquitous taxes on
the products of labor and for the taxation of land values;
whether in Pennsylvania where the Pittsburgh Plan is
being so successfully tried; whether in Denmark, Canada,
New Zealand, Australia—in short, wherever the good fight
is being fought, our ranks must be reinforced.

Mrs. de Mille spoke of the California campaign and
read Alper’s cable to her from San Francisco—‘‘Supreme
Court rules Amendment off ballot, fight will be renewed.
Judge Ralston extends to Conference best wishes. Alper.”

Therefore, I implore that we who are here assembled—
regardless of what our several and separate plans for ad-
vancement of our cause may be—I implore that we focus
on the one thing that we can work on concertedly our
greatest common denominator, so to speak—a campaign of
education,—and take seriously into consideration the adop-
tion of this School so finely started in the United States;
1 beg that we equip ourselves to establish it in all lan-
guages and in all countries, wherever it can be established
—thus spreading the light of understanding and defeating
the advancing powers of ignorance and darkness.

Not only would this be the surest way to continue to
spread the message of the prophet and of his disciples who
have fought so valiantly and so tirelessly to carry on his
work, but it would be the greatest way to honor the name
of Henry George.

The Henry George School
of Social Science
LANCASTER GREENE AT THE LONDON CONFERENCE *

VENTURE to say that, outside of the United States, few followers

of the social philosophy and economic teachings of Henry George
are acquainted with the really astonishing success of the educational
methods practised by the Henry George School of Social Science with
its headquarters in New York and with extension classes in seventy-
three cities across the American Continent.

The accomplishments of this School seem immensely significant,
not only as illustrating a new method of teaching fundamental eco-
nomics, but as a rapid means of turning out soundly educated and en-
thusiastic proponents of the Georgeist faith. A discussion of the
School and its work, therefore, would seem to be an important matter
to impress upon the attention of followers of Henry George in every
part of the world. It is this fact that has induced some of us familiar
with the work and accomplishments of the School to make some
sacrifices to be here to deliver a message to you about it.

® Mr. Greene is Trustee and Iunstructor at the Henry George School of Social
Science.

It may be assumed, I suppose, that Georgeists in every land a
interested in making new converts to their faith, especially amor
the youth who are about to assume the responsibility of coming
age, among whom may be the future leaders of public opinion in the
countries. Young men and women who have seen the light of a gre:
and beneficent truth are bursting with eagerness to do somethir
to right the wrongs of a world as they see them. We who are Georg
ists believe we know the source of the injustices that afflict the worl
and the way in which they may be righted. Our programme is t
teach certain simple fundamental economic truths to those who ma
become the file leaders of the public opinion of the future; to teac
in such a way that those who learn will be impelled to pass on to other
the vision of righteous social relationships that they have come t
see.

Some of us feel that our great movement for social justice and th
prosperity of nations has not had in the past the cohesion nor th
driving force that insures its growth and extension. Viewing th
astonishing increase in a few years of the number of students in th
Henry George School of Social Science in America, we feel deepl
that as a world movement it may be that Georgeism needs to b
born again through an extension in every civilized land of the teach
ing methods of the School. So we, of Henry George's birthland, ar¢
here to ask you to join us in thinking of the world as the campus o
the Henry George School of Social Science. We want you of the
older lands to examine the teaching methods that have proven sc
strikingly successful in America, in the hope and confident belie}
that you will find these methods helpful to you in spreading the
beneficent teachings of Henry George into every part of the world.

The policies of the School may be summed up by a quotation from
Henry George:—

‘“Whoever, laying aside prejudice and self-interest, will honestly
and carefully make up his own mind as to the causes and the
cure of the social evils that are so apparent, does, in that, the
most important thing in his power toward their removal . . !
Social reform is not to be secured by noise and shouting; by com
plaints and denunciation; by the formation of parties, or tht
making of revolutions; but by the awakening of thought ang
the progress of ideas. Until there be correct thought, ther_i
cannot be right action; and when there is correct thought, right
action will follow.” i

This School, inspired by the great faith of its founder, the late:
lamented Oscar H. Geiger, has amply proved the efficacy of its method
over three years of practical experience. The school received itd
charter from the Board of Regents of the University of the State of New
York on 15th September, 1932, though it was a year before it wat
located in permanent quarters. At first Mr. Geiger was the only
teacher. His classroom was a small room adjoining his living apart.
ment. The first year the School enrolled 84 students in eleven classeq
in that one room. The second year showed an increase of 1,321
students in 65 classes in 23 cities. In the third year, up to 1st May
last, there were 3,247 students in 163 classes in 73 cities, and now
the extension work of the School, carried on almost entirely by enthusi
astic volunteers, is expected to take 10,000 students through the study
of * Progress and Poverty' in the next year.

Perhaps the most impressive single fact about these results related
to the character and quality of the student body. Mostly the students
are young men and women, many of them public school teachers
a number of them members of other learned professions—the law
and journalism, for example. Practically every walk of life is reprei
sented. Another inspiring fact is in evidence among the graduates, and
that is that they seem to be in most instances not merely intellectually
convinced respecting the truths of natural law in the economic world;
but spiritually exalted with a concept of the possibility of a new
world that may be built on foundations of social justice among men.

Another fact that I would like to impress upon you is that the record
of the School is not due to any extraordinary talent or ability upon the
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part of its devoted teaching staff, who for the most part, as I have
intimated, are enthusiastic volunteers. The method devised by
Oscar H. Geiger, the founder of the School, plus the inspiring content
of “Progress and Poverty'” when systematically studied, are the fac-
tors which perhaps account most for the School’s success. I believe
this success can be duplicated anywhere in the world where even a
small group of Georgeists can be found to make the start. It can
be done, too, at a surprisingly small money cost. It can be done
with the human raw material available anywhere. The zeal of the
new converts will serve to carry on the work.

At the national headquarters in New York the costs of getting a
nucleus were heavy in the beginning. One of the handicaps, be it
confessed, was the scepticism and hopelessness of old Single Taxers,
who could not believe that the School could ever do more than they
had been able to do themselves throughout the years of arguments
and debates with the wnconverted. The first year the cost for each
student enrolment in the School was $76.20, no salaries being paid
except a small compensation to the Director of the School and a sten-
ographer., The second year the cost per enrolment had dropped to
$5.90. This past year it has reached $3.63 and the budget for next
year offers a cost of $2.20 per enrolment. Nevertheless, the paid
staff of the School has been enlarged, although at modest salaries,
though the teaching staff continues to be, with the exception of a
staff leader, an unpaid body of student graduates who simply love
the work they are engaged in. If you will reflect upon the costs of
making converts as 1 have recited them to you, you may concede
that from the mere money standpoint, we have discovered a means
of sound and successful propaganda superior to any that has been in
operation in our own country, or elsewhere perhaps, since devoted
men and women of the old guard first undertook the job of spreading
the light of Georgeist teachings.

Our experience in the New York headquarters of the School, con-
firmed by the experience of Georgeist leaders of the extension classes
throughout the United States and Canada, has demonstrated that
the reasoning of '‘Progress and Poverty' when properly and system-
atically taught, can be readily comprehended by men and women
of limited academic training, and, what is more, can be made vitally
interesting to people in every walk of life. We have had confirmed
Socialists and Communists enrolled in our classes, inspired very often,
perhaps, more by curiosity than by ambition to get our message.
Graduates tell us that those who come with preconceived and errone-
ous economic views end up in becoming thorough-going Georgeists,
convinced that we are proposing a reform without which no other
.reform can be practical or successful.

Indispensable to the instructor of ‘“Progress and Poverty” is the
carefully prepared Teacher's Manual. This remarkable instrument,
based on the notes used by Mr. Geiger in his classroom work, makes
it possible for anyone acquainted with the philosophy of Henry George
to teach a class with results that cannot fail to please both the teacher
‘and his students. The Manual contains questions and answers cov-
.ering each chapter in “Progress and Poverty,” together with sug-
gestions on how to conduct the class, reading assignments, and illus-
“trated charts. The instructor finds himself with a faithful guide
‘each step of the way.

The School’s prescribed course in “Progress and Poverty’ as out-
“lined in the Teacher's Manual requires that the student shall spend
two hours a week in the classroom, usually in evening classes, for a
period of ten weeks. Outside of the classroom the student is ex-
‘pected to spend about two hours in reading assigned passages in
“Progress and Poverty' carefully planned so as to set the student
seeking the answers to printed questions that are handed out at the
close of each school session.

At the next week's class period the instructor strives to have the
members of the class furnish the answers to the questions. He
merely supplements their efforts. He observes the class closely and
encourages the less active members to take part, remembering that

“truth is the daughter of time and discussion.” At all times, how-
ever, the discussions, as well as the questions, are confined to the
particular lesson before the class. Digressions along irrelevant lines
during the class period are avoided. Valuable time is not lost on
hair-splitting discussions in which only one or two of the class may
be interested.

Students’ questions of a partizan or local political nature are not
taken up by the instructor unless they have a direct bearing on the
current lesson’s assignment. Such questions are always answered
in reference to their economic rather than their political aspect.

Sessions are opened and closed promptly. The instructor con-
stantly keeps in mind that the essential core of material as outlined
in each lesson must be covered during the two-hour period. Under
no circumstances, in the early lessons, does he reveal the conclusions
to which Henry George was led by his inquiry. The student’s curi-
osity is kept alive as an incentive for his further study. Experience
in the classroom has shown that ‘‘Progress and Poverty’ is veritably
a “linked argument’ that cannot be anticipated at any point. It
must be followed link by link. Once the chain is forged in the stu-
dent’s mind, it cannot be broken by the spurious arguments of false
philosophies which today threaten the sanity of mankind.

When one or more classes have been completed in any community
it is found that from among the graduates can be developed the most
effective teachers. At the headquarters in New York more than
three-quarters of the teaching staff are graduates of the School who
took the Teachers Training Course. Pittsburgh now has a staff of
twenty-five instructors, nineteen of whom are recent graduates. In
these cities, as in many others, district classes are being organized
to take advantage of the new additions to the teaching staff.

The technique of the Teachers Training Class is simple. The
students literally teach themselves how to teach. The class is formed,
limited in membership to those who have completed the course in
“Progress and Poverty.” The class goes through exactly the same
study following the Teacher's Manual but instead of there being one
teacher for all the lessons, there are as many teachers as there are
students, each student being assigned to take the class through a
portion of the course. Thus each student gets some actual experi-
ence in teaching, but, more than this, he gets a thorough review of
the subject to serve him in good stead when he is to go before a class
of new students.

In addition to the Teachers Training Course, the graduates of the
primary course in:‘‘Progress and Poverty'’ may enrol for other courses
using Protection or Free Trade, Social Problems, The Science of Political
Economy and George Raymond Geiger's The Philosophy of Henry
George as textbooks. Incidentally, there are courses in the art of
expression by the written or spoken word.

Graduates of the School automatically become members of the
Henry George Fellowship as the world-wide alumni body of the School.
Chapters of the Fellowship have already been formed in many cities
and their field of activity is constantly widening. The members of
the Fellowship everywhere feel a close bond between them because
of their common understanding of the truths taught by Henry George.
The motto of the Henry George Fellowship is: ‘‘Let us move forward
together.”

We who have seen this miracle of the practical success of the Henry
George School of Social Science grow under our eyes until its potency
for making converts has won warm support and approval of the student
body and graduates alike, would like to bring the School to you who
are keeping alive the light of Georgeist teachings in the older lands.

We would like to put at your service an instrumentality and a
method that if you will but try it, we are sure will delight you in the
making of new converts and supporters for the cause more easily
and more rapidly than ever before. The Extension Department
of the Headquarters School in New York will help with counsel and
practical aid. It will supply the Teachers’ Manuals, advertising
material and questionnaires, and the sheepskins, so-called, for the
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graduates. We do not want to keep this exclusively an American
and Canadian movement. We crave for it the distinction of being
a world movement for the service of mankind everywhere. The world
is our campus. Our experience in the United States and Canada
demonstrates, we believe, that we have found a sure way for popu-
lar education in the great and inspiring truths of the natural economic
order which must lead to the setting up and maintaining in all civilized
lands of a system of just human relationships that will mean more
for world peace and human happiness than the treaties or leagues
upon which a disturbed and unhappy world has vainly relied in the
past. We offer you the Henry George School of Social Science.

Henry George’s Birthday
Celebrated in Washmgton

HE Washington, D. C., Georgeists, including a goodly num-

ber of the recent graduates of the two District of Columbia
extension classes of the Henry George School of Social Science, cele-
brated Henry George's birthday at the home of Mr. W. I. Swanton,
his two charming daughters acting as hostesses. After reading a
letter of greeting from Mr. Tideman, Secretary of the Chicago Single
Tax League, Mr. Swanton, who, with his daughters and his Denver
son had but recently returned from a delightful trip to the
Pacific Coast, recounted many pleasing incidents of the people and
the places they had visited. As an attache of the Reclamation
Service, his interest was largely centered on the noteworthy dams
and irrigation projects along a wide circuit of 5,000 miles, not to
the exclusion, however, of his many personal visits to well known
Georgeists, including one to Mr. Jackson H. Ralston. On the return
trip they stopped at Chicago, where they attended a noon and an
evening meeting of the Chicago Single Tax League.

Mr. Swanton was followed on the programme by that lovely and
venerable lady, Mrs. Alice Thacher Post, who gave a most enlightening
and unforgetable reminiscent talk of the early days and activities
of the movement when she and her eminent husband, Mr. Louis F.
Post, were intimately associated with our immortal leader, Henry
George. A new spirit of high endeavor was with us when she
had finished.

Among others, who spoke briefly, were Mr. George A. Warren,
Miss Alice I. Siddall, Mrs. Marie Heath, Mr. Walter N. Campbell,
Mr. Thomas W. Joy, and Mr. W. S. Erwin.

Your correspondent then read two of Mr. Joseph Dana Miller’s
poems: his *“Henry George Commemoration Ode,” and ‘The Coming
Poet,” following with selected extracts from the Biography chapter
of Prof. Geiger's book ‘The Philosophy of Henry George.” She
told briefly of George's visit to New York, ‘‘that mighty city of
the East,” where he saw “‘at first hand an example of the bewildering
coincidence of progress and poverty . where misery and
wretchedness were already smugly accepted and slurns were be-
ginning to fester. The young man walked the streets and wondered
and made a vow. Years later he told of that silent vow.” Writing
to a friend, 2 priest, he said:

] shall say something that I don’t like to speak of—that I
never before have told any one. Once, in daylight, and in a
city street, there came to me a thought. a vision, a call—give
it what name you please. But every nerve quivered. And
there and then I made a vow. Through evil and through good,
whatever | have doue and whatever [ have left undone, to that
I have been true.'

And again:

One day, shortly after George's return to California, he was riding
through a district where the magic boom of land speculation had
filled the scrubby countryside with a feverish collection of land offices
and claim-jumpers. George relates:

‘“‘Absorbed in my own thoughts, I had driven the horse into the

hills until he panted. Stopping for breath, I asked a passing
teamster, for want of something better to say, what land was
worth there. He pointed to some cows grazing off so far
that they looked like mice, and said, ‘I don't know exactly, but
there is a man over there who will sell some land for a thousand
dollars an acre.” Like a flash it came upon me that there was
the reason of advancing poverty with advancing wealth. With
the growth of population land grows in value, and the men who
work it must pay more for the privilege. I turned back, amidst
quiet thought, to the preception that then came to me and has
been with me ever since.”

In 1897, George, in his speech of acceptance of the New York
mayoralty nomination—delivered while he was scarcely able to
stand—declared:

“I believe . . . that unto the common people, the honest
democracy that believes that all men are created equal, would
bring 2 power that would revivify not merely the imperial city, .
not merely the state, not merely the country, but the world.
No greater honor can be given to any man than to stand for all
that. No greater service can he render to his day and generation |
than to lay at its feet whatever he has. 1 would not refuse if :
I died for it. What counts a few years? What can a man do
better or nobler than something for his country, for his nation, | i
for his age? "

A further and striking example of his adherence to his vow is illus- ;
trated in a conversation George had with his doctor, concerning the
advisability of his accepting the mayoralty nomination:

““Mr. George said to me: ‘Tell me, if I accept, what is the
worst that can happen to me?’

‘1 answered: ‘Since you ask, you have a right to be told'
It wnll most probably prove fatal .

“Mr. George replied: ‘Dr. Kelly says the same thing, only
more positively. But I have got to die. How can I die better
than serving humanity? Besides, such dying will do more for
the cause than anything I am likely to be able to do in the
rest of my life.”"

And again, the following conversation of George with his wife:

“Annie, remember what you declared Michael Davitt should
do at the time of the Phoenix Park murders in 1882—go to |
Dublin and be with his people, even though it should cost him
his life. I told you then that I might some day ask you to
remember those words. I ask you now. Will you fail to.
tell me to go into this campaign? The people want me; they |
say they have no one else upon whom they can unite. It is more |
than a question of good government. If I enter the field it will
be a question of natural rights, even though as Mayor I might not
directly be able to do a great deal for natural rights. New York
will become the theatre of the world and my success will plunge.
our cause into world politics."”

“Mrs. George answered, ‘You should do your duty at what-
ever cost.””

Heroically he accepted and plunged into the last desperate fight,
speaking often at half a dozen meetings in an evening. ‘‘And then
came the last night, Thursday, October 28, 1897, five days before
election. George had spoken four times that evening, and as the
night advanced it was evident that he was becoming weaker. He
returned to his hotel, the Union Square, after midnight, and before -
retiring complained of feeling ill. In the early hours of the morning .
his wife arose and found him standing, one hand on a chair, as if to i
support himself. His face was white; his body rigid like a statue; :
his shoulders thrown back, his head up, his eyes wide open and pene- |
trating, as if they saw something; and one word came--“Yes'—many |
times repeated, at first with a quiet emphasis, then with the vigor
of his heart’s force . . . Mr. George was entirely unconscious when * ‘
Dr. Kelly arrived. A stroke of apoplexy had fallen. The great |




