Introduction, Overview and Article Summaries

eading through these essays and articles, wrtten over the course of more than

two decades, has led me unexpectedly to expenence both mental mtegration
and spinitual wgency. The integration came as my own work mirrored back my
lifelong joumney to both understand what 1s so wrong in our world today and to
discover how we can begin to heal the enormous “person/planet pain.”” I was a
young woman with very big questions when I left home. I wanted to understand
the root causes of poverty and war, the basis of true happiness, the big picture of
the meaning and purpose of life in general, and of my life in particular. I tenaciously
held these questions in my heart, soul and mind, determined to find their answers.

Dunng the course of a 25-year vision quest I traveled far and wide, touching
down on four continents and many major cities. I worked with children of mi-
grant workers in rural Pennsylvama, with impoverished African Ameri-
cans in Atlanta, and in a coal-mining village in Appalachia. After study-
g at the Institute of European Studies in Vienna I traveled to Beirut
and taught in a school for Palestinian refugees. During trips behind the
“iron curtain” I met the “enemy.” Once we saw each other as flesh-and-
blood humans we quickly became friends.

I meandered the alleyways through the favelas of Santo Domingo.
The slums of Nairobi looked much the same. Lagos was a living hell. I
bore two children in San Francisco, and then endured a period of per-
sonal poverty and homelessness in that city of the Golden Gate. I had
attained a Master’s Degree i psychology but was unable to find em-
ployment sufficient to pay the rent. I came back home to Chambers-
burg, Pennsylvania — a town that was burned to the ground during the
Civil War. Why, oh why, my heart and soul cried out, is there poverty
and war on this beautiful and amazing planet

I gathered answers one by one, like items on a treasure hunt. The articles and
essays 1 this book are a result of my long joumney through the social and political
movements of our times. Published in diverse outlets, they explore root causes of
economic mjustice and put forth emerging soltions to the needless material depn-
vation that so many suffer m a world that has plenty for all. Assembled and pub-
lished together now for the first time, these wiitings are my treasure chest. I am happy
to share 1t with you.
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Herem you will find a way forward to a possible future of peace and abundance
for all, a future that Franklin D. Roosevelt ghmpsed when he put forth lus Four
Freedoms: freedom of expression, freedom of religion, freedom from want, and
freedom from fear. These writings propose a deep reorientation of our social con-
tract, meaning the rules by which humanity agrees to live and let live. The essence of
the new contract 1s the acknowledgement in prnaple and policy of the birthnight of
humanity to the planet, and thus, equal nghts for all to the gifts of nature.

My vision quest gave me a danty of thought and understanding, but with it has
come a greater sense of responsibility — “ability to respond” - and thus the urgency I
teel nght now to strongly partner with others in order to implement the “earth nghts™
policies described in this book. Words on paper can be powertul intellectually, but
they are merely words unless we put them mto action. We live in a time of cusis
and chaos, n a world on a precpice. Ahead lies catastrophe unless humanity can
act together in global cooperation. Ahead lies increasing and relentless wartare,
unless humanity can respond quickly through awareness that we are all one human
family on one small planet. We are all in this together. Warfare or earthsharer That
1s the question.

This book is also an invitation to you the reader. If you like what you leam
here, please link up with our work at Earth Rights Institute. Together we can build

aworld that works for each and every one of us.
Overview

These articles and essays are roughly clustered by theme. The first three articles set
forth the wision and ethical foundation for a new form of democracy, which I call
Earth Rights Democracy. In such a democracy, the contract between people and
their government contains three primary components:

1. The equal nght to land and natural resources is a fundamental human
nght.

2. The earth and all her life forms have a right to biological and ecological in-
tegrity and well-being.

3. Taxation and other economic, social and political principles and policies

should be based on these nghts.

Earth Rights Democracy establishes political democracy on the firm founda-
tion of human nghts to the planet as a buthnoht and 1s a key to secunng other eco-
nomic human nghts. Earth Rights Democracy 1s an essential ethical framework for
creating a world of peace and plenty for all

The next three describe how the earth rights ethic can be linked to governance
through fundamental reforms m public finance policy. Articles on “‘green taxes”
and the “tax shift agenda’ combine two trains of thought: public finance programs
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of “land rent for the people” as advocated by Thomas Paine, Henry George and
other classical economic thinkers and more recent movements for ecological, pol-
luter-pay type taxes.

The seventh article is an example of this worldview as applied to current social
and economic realities in West Virginia, presented m a public dialog format in a
letter to the editor of the Charleston Gazerte.

Number eight shows how earth ngohts ethics and policies are mtegrally alioned
with the onginal Biblical teachings on land nghts and socal justice and how these
teachings have been obscured and neglected by most mamstream religious mstitu-
tions. The tragic results are persistently increasing human suffering and environ-
mental degradation.

The next four articles, 9 through 12, place these ideas into an integrated local-
to-global framework that balances the need for global cooperation with that for
both decentralized and bioregionally based economics. Those involved with cur-
rent movements for global governance and world democracy will discover the es-
sential importance of a proposed new global mnstitution that would collect and dis-
tribute economic rent from transnational and common hertage resources. — A
Global Resource Agency.

Articles 15 through 16 buid on this framework by highlichting current and
proposed governmental mnstitutions that collect taxes and economic rent on land
and natural resources and then distribute a portion of these funds as direct atizen
dividends. It 1s crucial to have particapatory democratic mput into the ways that land
and resource rent is distubuted. Such “earth dividends”™ or “earthshare™ options
should be mcluded in “people’s budget” decision-making processes.

My speech at the Harvard Club of New York (Article 17) summarizes my ex-
petiences at the global UN HABITAT II conference convened in Istanbul in
1996. “Sharing Our Common Heritage via the Tax Shift Agenda™ (Article 18), the
keynote speech I gave at the Council of Georgist Organizations conference in
1998, 1s a wide-ranoing overview of actual and potential arenas of action for buuld-
g an earth rights democracy.

The three Pennsylvania articles, numbers 19 through 21, focus on (1) my
home state, where several cities are successtully implementing earth nights democ-
racy policies via local tax reform; (2) the details of a state campaion that passed ena-
bling legislation to expand thus tax policy option; and (3) the potential effects of land
value taxation on large and small farming operations.

Articles 22 through 26 are about the work I do, which cannot be conveyed by
a simple job title, career niche, or organizational affiliation. They are slice-of-life sto-
es and mterviews, sketches and vignettes of my life as an earth nights democracy
activist. Fach year, each month, and each day is different from all others in this
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never borng and always mteresting adventure through a meaningful and purpose-
ful life.

The last four articles focus on earth rights democracy and the quest for peace
on earth dunng these past several years of the Iraq War. Number 30, “Economics
of War and Peace,” 1s my most recent article. It is an expansive four-part paper that
I presented on the Economusts for Peace and Secunty panel at the Eastem Eco-
nomics Assoaation Anmual Conterence in New York on February 23, 2007.

I suggest that you begin this book by looking at the articles and essays that mi-
tially seem most mteresting. While several are bref and could be read at one sitting,
some longer ones contan substantial mformation and new ideas that might take
some time to digest. After living with this book for a few weeks and gradually ab-
sorbmng the mnformation, you will have gained an important new worddview with
profound possibilities for transformational action. At that point, I mvite you to call
or email me and we can discuss ways that we can work together to build earth
nohts democracy wherever you live. Our network 1s wordwide and we can build
an effective partnership for this work. Contact information 1s at the very end of the
book.

To continue this introduction here is a bref summary of each article, along
with some of the context in which I came to wiite them.

Articles, Summaries and Background

1. Democracy, Earth Rights and the Next Economy. This article occupies the
pume space i this collection as it puts forward a sweeping, though highly con-
densed, perspective on the evolution of Westemn politics and economics over the
past 700 years. Beginning with the first phase of Enclosures which prvatized
common lands and ending with Vision 2020 “full spectrum domunance™ policies
of the US nation state, this 2001 E. F. Schumacher Lecture describes the land
problem and sets forth the concept of Earth Rights Democracy. Pithy quotes from
several land nohts thinkers and activists are sponkled throughout the lecture, wlich
was nearly ninety minutes long and is also available on audiocassette. In the last part
I outline several spedific policy approaches based on an ethic of equal nghts to
earth for all. This lecture, edited by Hildegarde Hannum, was published as an E. F.
Schumacher lecture senes booklet.

In one of the great honors of my life, the esteemed social visionary and peace
activist Robert Swann urged the Schumacher board to mvite me to be one of the
three lecturers that year, the other two being Amory Lovins, Chairman and Cluef
Scientist of the Rocky Mountain Institute, and John Todd, the ecological desion
and “living machines” bioneer. Both are foremost thinkers and mnovators mn sus-
tamnable energy systems and policies. It was also a joy to meet with Bob the day
after the lecture, which was our last time together. His legacy lives on through the
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mnovative work of his partner, Susan Witt, the current executive director of the
EF. Schumacher Socety, who mtroduced me that October day of 2001 m John-
son Chapel at Amherst College.

2. Who Owns the Earth? Here I ask a “first prunaple” question, an outside-of-
the-box question. It 1s one of my earlier essays, first published i 1987. In nearly
every country, about 5% of the people own at least 90% of the prvately owned
land. So tlus question aims to understand who SHOULD own the earth and even
what it means to “own’ the earth. As such, “Who owns the earthr” 1s a profound
ethical and spiritual question that functions rather like a Zen koan. The question
cannot be answered in the same mindset from which it is asked. The answer lies
beyond the concept of “ownership™ and goes to the heart of the matter: that all life
1s interconnected.

In other words, how we hold the earth is how we hold each other. This essay
shows how we can move beyond the politics of night versus left mto a new ethical,
economic, and political realm where we can hold each other and the earth i love,
respect, and profound appreciation.

3. Land for People, Not for Profit. I wrote this piece after several years of pat-
ticipating i sessions at the United Nations. In 1993 Pat Aller and I were appointed
United Nations Non-Governmental Representatives for the International Union
for Land Value Taxation and Free Trade, founded in London in 1933. This is a
long name for an organization and I usually drop the Free Trade part, but not just
because the name 1s a mouthful. In many of the networks I nteract with, free trade
has a bad reputation. Currently most progressives advocate “fair trade™ as opposed
to the monopoly capitalist Washington consensus version of free trade. But the
IULVT & FT (the IU for short) is rooted in the brilliant perspective elucidated by
Henry George in his book Protection and Free Tradk, first published in 1886. He ana-
Iyzed the problematic trade issue that was rooted mn the land problem: trade can be
neither free nor fair when so few own such a disproportionately large share of
natural resources, surface land, and land value.

The IU is formally affiliated with the United Nations through both the De-
partment of Public Information and ECOSOC (Economuc and Soaal Council).
While the IU supports fair free trade it does so primarily through its core mussion
of aclueving socially just land temre and a fair distubution of wealth via fundamen-
tal taxation policy reform. Our goal is to remove the burden of taxes from the
backs of working people, which includes everyone producing needed goods and
socally usetul services, and to shift the tax base to the “rental value” of land and
natural resources. For the common good, we advocate full collection of the earth’s
economic rent — that s, its surplus value — from land and natural resources that
have some monetized (money used mn exchange) value. In buef, tax land not labor.
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Pay for what you take from the earth, not what you make with your work. If all
land and resources were used fauly, efficiently, and in an environmentally sensitive
way, all uman beings now on earth and those yet to come could meet their basic
needs and Iive in dignity and purpose.

As a representative of a UN NGO I participated in HABITAT II, one of sev-
eral major global conferences organized by vanious UN agences dunng the 1990s.
In 1996, the UN Center for Human Settlements (Habitat) organized and spon-
sored HABITAT II, a two- weeklong session in Istanbul. I carefully observed sev-
eral of the official proceedings, paying particular attention to the section on Land
Access. Along with more than 15,000 others, I also partiapated in sessions of the
HABITAT II NGO Forum. I also organized and led six NGO Forum events that
tocused pomanly on land tenure and tax policy.

I was very pleased with the results of the UN HABITAT II Action Agenda
section on Land Access. This section describes land access as key to eliminating
poverty and environmental degradation and calls for land value capture, land-based
taxes, proper land cadastres (maps and records), and other elements essential to
implementing the fundamental taxation policy reform that we advocate.

Some time after the Istanbul conference, however, I read a post by UNCHS
intemn Anna-Karnin Jatfors on the Global Campaion for Secure Tenure section of
the Habitat website; she encouraged using land as an mvestment and speculation
commodity. At that point I recognized how confused many people are about how
to proceed towards a tmly just system of land tenure. My mtention n wrting
“Land for People, Not for Profit” was to articulate the benefits and drawbacks of
puvate property mn land and to articulate a clear way forward towards equitable land
nohts and poverty eradication.

4. Green Economics: A Decentralist, Bioregionalist, Global Agenda. This
one was published in I and and Liberty n August 1985. It 1s the oldest article in the
book. It draws on many influences, among them PROUT (Progressive Utilization
Theory), Ralph Borsod, founder of the School of Living, American bioregionalists
Peter Berg and David Haenke, and the great 19® century economic philosopher
Hemry George. It puts forth a People’s New World Order vision, if you will, that
many of us yeam to see made real. Were this future vision to become marufest, all
people would have their basic needs met and be as self-reliant as possible within the
opporturities and constramts of a biologically defined region. Meanwhile, workers
mn flounshing local-based cooperatives would enjoy the meaning and value of night
livelihood. New mstitutions would provide the minimum basic requurements for
global peacekeeping and environmental restoration and protection. This peo-
ple/planet-centered approach would take us beyond the artificially (most often
mulitanily) drawn Iines of the nation state to a world where each individual and place
1s uniquely valued as part of the planetary whole.
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Reading this article again, 22 years later, I am rather amazed that I still hold thus
same vision today. Like so many muillions of us, I am greatly distressed by our na-
tion’s current political and economic conditions and its military and foreion policy
encagements. Our federal tax system no longer effectively supports the welfare of
the people on any level. Our constitutional nghts have been eroded decade after
decade untl we can hardly distinowsh the power of the president from that of a
dictator. The power mongers in Washington, DC live nearby ever-increasing num-
bers of downtrodden and impovenshed citizens. It 1s one thing to respect, and be
commutted to, the values of life, liberty, and the purswt of happiness, and freedom
of worship and expression, production and exchange. Blind adherence to a fossil-
1zed and exploitative political order is quite another.

5. Restructuring Economic Relationships. This is an essay published in the
Winter 1988 edition of my short-lived newsletter, Gesdara. It simply and succinctly
traces the maldistribution of wealth to the exploitation inherent — and apparent - in
our systems of land tenure, capital ownership, financial and monetary policy. I call
on us all to rethink the whole area of work, jobs and wages and to thoroughly ana-
lyze the economic structures of our own commuruties, beginning with a list of five
questions.

6. Earth Rights Democracy — Land Ethics and Public Finance Policy as if
People and Planet Mattered. The subtitle of this article draws on E. F.
Schumacher’s classic, Swall is Beautifitl: Economics as if Pegple Matrered. 1 presented 1t at
the Richard Alsina Fulton Conterence on Sustainability and the Environment held
March 26 — 27, 2004 at Wison College, located in my hometown of Chambers-
burg, Pennsylvania. It was a rare and valued opportunity to present my ideas at a
local venue. Dr. Inno Onwueme, then a professor at Wilson and director of the
Fulton Center, organized the conference. Inno was borm and grew up 1n the Niger
Delta region of Nigenia. A bnlliant protessor who wiites both academic papers and
short stones, Inno 1s an agricultural economust whose speaal focus on the African
yam has taken him to many counties.

Dunng the few years that Inno Iived m Chambersburg we met for several
stimulating conversations over dinner at my Aradhana ecological homestead. As
Earth Rights Institute 1s beginning an ecovillage development project in Bayelsa
State i the Niger Delta, I was particulardy interested m Inno’s profound and per-
sonal experiences growing up in this region. I was especally pleased that he mvited
me to present this paper at this conference.

In 2005, Trent Schrover, Professor of Sociology-Philosophy at Ramapo Col-
lege and President of The Other Economic Summit (TOES), asked if I had any
recent papers appropuate for the anthology that he and Thomas Golodik were
putting together; this one seemed a good fit. Trent and Tom did a great job editing
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this Wilson College paper for Creating a Sustainable World: Past Experiences/ Future
Stmggles, published by Apex Press in 2006. I strongly recommend their book; as
Professor Jeff Boyer says, it 1s “an important tool for mtemational activists and
educators working to democratize economic, technological, and environmental
resources.”

7. Forget the Old Tax Fights: All Should Enjoy the Profits from Nature’s
Gifts. One day early in Febmary 2007 I recerved a call from my fnend Art Rybeck,
a land value tax activist and dentist in Wheeling, West Virginia. Art said that several
particularly interesting opiuon pieces had been recently published n the Views
section of the Charleston Gazette, one of the state’s major newspapers. He urged me
to read them and respond with an article that would touch upon those wiiters’
concems and then bring them mto a focus on the land problem and the land value
taxation policy approach. The editorial page editor, Dawn Miller, replied to my
submussion by saying, “It 1s a joy to have such attentive readers.” I wrote a mix of
philosophy and fundamental economics and appealed to readers to 1ise above the
pessimuism of past corruption. My article appeared on Apnl 16. Dawn gave it the
ternfic tifle.

8. Public Finance Based on Judeo-Christian Teachings. Appearing one day
among my many emails was an mvitation to present a paper at the Chuistianity and
Human Rights Conference at Samford University in Birmingham, Alabama. This
mvitation was an excellent opportunity to put together matenals I had collected
over the years on Judeo-Chuostian land etlucs and their relevance to the economic
justice paradiom set forth by Henry George in Prygress and Poverty and lis other
works. The paper also held a deep personal meaning to me. I was bom into a fun-
damentalist Chostian family in the niral Cumberland Valley in Pennsylvamia. Mom
and Dad made sure that my brother, sister and I went to Sunday school and
church every week and Bible School for two weeks mn the summer. At age ten I
had the “bom again™ expenence of grving my life to Jesus.

But by age twelve, I was seriously troubled by my mother’s statement concern-
mg our pediatrician which went something like this: “It’s too bad that Dr. Schapiro
will not go to heaven; he’s such a good doctor.” Well, it seemed too bad to me, too,
and somehow just plan unfair. How could it be that those who have a non-
Chustian religious belief system were condemned to an etermity of hell” And what
about the people in other parts of the world who live and die, never having heard
the story of Jesusr After all, n Sunday School we sang “red and yellow, black and
white, they are precious in his sight.”” Something just did not compute! I became an
agnostic.

In college and on into my twenties I explored and expenenced every major re-
ligton. I sat in Zen Buddhist meditation, whired with the Sufis, and listened to the
wisdom of Islamic mysticism with Pir Vilayat Khan. I delved mnto the broadminded
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Judaic teachings of rabbis Zalman Schachter Shalomi and Schlomo Carlbach and
participated m Jewish holy days with the Aquanan Minyon mn the San Franasco
Bay Area.

I studied and expenenced psychic phenomena and the further reaches of hu-
man potential attaming a master’s degree m psychology at West Georgia College
(now the University of West Georga), followed by four years of traming at the Ca-
nadian Institute of Psychosynthesis in Montreal

This long search for spiritual truth greatly expanded my wordview. Essentially,
I have come to know that we all have equal value as human bemngs and an equal
nght to exist in this amazine universe. Our existence on thus plane totally depends
upon the primal elements of earth, air, fire and water. As bemngs that are equal n
value and totally dependent on nature, it follows that just political and economic
miles and structures must be based upon equal nghts to the earth. In thus paper I
malke a case for a new form of democracy based on the human buthright to the
earth. Showing that this ethic 1s foundational within the Judeo-Chustian tradition of
jubilee justice and both Old and New Testament teachings, I present a practical
policy approach of tax faimess based on tlus stance. Although I focus on the
Judeo-Chunstian tradition, I set forth a broad, etlucal humanist worldview compati-
ble with the truth of all the major religions.

While living mn Atlanta I learned specific methods of yoga and meditation from
mstructors at the Ananda Marga Yoga Socety tounded by P.R. Sarkar, whose spini-
tual name was Anandamurti, meaning “embodiment of bliss” mn Sanskit. I re-
member being moved to tears upon heaning my first PROUT (Progressive Utiliza-
tion Theory) lecture, which set forth a high-minded purpose and vision for human-
ity worldwide. Secuning a better, brghter planetary social order was the Ananda
Marga mission and I was happy to sign up.

In 1973 I moved from Atlanta to Montreal where I lIived and helped nn the
Ananda Marga jagnti, or small ashram, for a couple years while I tramed in psycho-
synthesis with Martha Crampton. PROUT teachings say “time, place, and person”
will determine the specific policies that will build a political economy beyond both
commurusm and capitaism (Anandamurti predicted the collapse of both these
systems).

I'had my antennas out for those specific transformative policies when I moved
to San Francisco m 1979. Not learning much that was new to me in the Ph.D. pro-
gram n which I was enrolled, I noticed a posting for a free class in economics. My
next mtellectual breakthrough m understanding the root causes of poverty and so-
cial myustice came through this non-credit adult education class at the Henry
George School of Social Saence of Northem California. Within five weeks I re-
cerved answers to questions I had been asking for years, and answers to other im-
portant questions I had never even thought to ask.
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Shortly after what I now call my “economic enlightenment,” I dropped out of
the Ph.D. program mn psychology and headed oft on a new path as educator and
activist for the Henry George School and the “Georgist” movement. Over the past
25 years I became ever more appreciative of how this great Philadelphia-borm seer
of political economy had articulated for his times that golden thread of economic
wisdom teachings of the ages. Many of us think of Henry George as a prophet. He
preached the doom of systems of socal mjustice that resulted in the suffening of
masses of people and showed how those systems could be uprooted so that hu-
manty as a whole could move forward to a state of mental and spirtual expansion.

9. Financing Local to Global Public Goods: An Integrated Green Tax-Shift
Perspective. Green tax-shitt policy 1s a rapidly emerging new perspective on tax
reform that emphasizes the mcentive capaaty mnherent in public finance policy.
From this vantage pomt, taxation not only raises the money necessary to fnd gov-
emmental services; it also reflects the overall value system of a given society, re-
warding some activities while punishing others. If we are to have global stability and
human securnity we must re-think the logic of globalization, mcluding the best ways
to finance public goods such as health, education, infrastructure, environmental
sustamnability, and eftorts towards peace and conflict resolution. A coherent, inte-
grated and ethically based local-to-global tax system can evolve out of the current
public finance hodge-podge of the world's more than 180 nation states.

I presented this paper at the Global Institute for Taxation Conference on
Fundamental Tax Reform sponsored by Price Watethouse Coopers and St. John's
University, New York, on September 30, 1999. It was published in Taxation Akerna-
tves for the 21st Century, the proceedings of that conference. In it I descrbe several
successful practices and works-in-progress on green tax shift policies that hamess
mcentives to produce and distnbute wealth in an efficent, equtable, and sustamnable
way. I site research that shows the impressive potential of green tax reform to help
solve major soaal, economic and environmental problems. I also present an mte-
grated local-to-global public finance framework based on green taxation prnaples
and policies.

In researching and wuting thus paper I had the chance to pull together several
caal concemns mcluding for wealth inequality, environmental degradation, and
mtegrated worldview of property nghts, human nghts, and public finance policy. I
descube several specific working examples of the new policy approach and present
a local, regional and global perspective on implementation.

10. Financing Planet Management: Sovereignty, World Order, and the
Earth Rights Imperative. In Pasadena, California, in 1979 I met two women
who became important mentors to me, both on the same day at an International
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Cooperation Counal conference organized by Leland Stewart. I had recently been
mtroduced to the economic justice work and wntings of Henry George and was
conducting my first workshop on the subject at the conference when a woman
raised her hand and said, “We all know tlus. What are we gomg to do about itr”
Mildred Loomus had already been working along these lines for more than forty
vears, and, along with Ralph Borsodi, had founded the School of Living commu-
nity land trust movement. Though a staunch decentralist, Mildred agreed with
Ralph on the need for new global institutions to solve problems that could not be
addressed at local and regional levels.

That day I also met Dr. Lucile Green, a leader of movements for global gov-
emance that would empower mndividuals by giving them a voice via the Word Citi-
zens Assembly. Luale encouraged me to participate in an amazing three-week-long
journey mn Japan, where people from more than forty countues discussed how to
implement this idea. The bullet train took us from Tokyo to Kyoto and Osaka,
ending in Hiroshima for the 35" anniversary of the dropping of the atomic bomb.

I well remember that ramy day as I sat between the Secretary of the Soviet
Peace Commuttee, whose name I cannot recall, and Gennady Gerasimov, then a
journalist for a Soviet magazine of the caliber of our [IFE magazine. Our hearts
broke open, as we fully understood the enormuty of the atomic bombing; we were
espeaally concerned that all the Japanese people around us were shielded from the
rain with umbrellas, hats or jackets. This of course was during the Cold War, when
the Soviets were our enemies, and people of the Soviet Union rarely traveled out of
their country. Some time later, while I sat in my parents’ lIiving room n Pennsyl-
vania watching the evening news, Gennady appeared on the screen informing the
would of what had happened at Chemobyl. He had become the cluef foreion
spokesman for the Soviet Union. I remembered us both in blue jeans with our
arms linked together having our photo taken in Japan.

In ensung vears I gamed greater knowledge of the vanous movements for
global governance and United Nations reform. Dr. Harry Lemer, who had be-
come my good frend dunng the Japan World Citizens traveling conference, m-
vited me to speak in New York at several events he organized both mside and near
the United Nations. While Harry strongly validated the points on economic de-
mocracy that I was making, the global governance movement as a whole sorely
lacked any thorough analysis of the land problem, or of the importance of vanous
mcentives and disincentives of public finance policy.

After attending one too many UN reform and global governance conferences
where people told me once agamn that all these economic issues would be ad-
dressed AFTER the world government was established, I had had enough of such
sidestepping. The intention in this little paper with the big name was to put forth
reasons why it was essential to solve the land problems and add issues of economuc
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democracy and equitable tax policy i order to form effective and fair global gov-
emance structures. And, unless we were clear about these concems we risked hav-
mg a top-heavy world government that mioht unnecessanly limit the powers of
mdividuals and local and regional authonties. Resource rent funds organized at lo-
cal, regional and global levels would address the root causes of many problems the
world government people were trying to address.

I recerved many responses agreeing with thus paper (they can be found herein).
The one that pleased me most came from Dr. Benjamin Ferencz, who had been a
US prosecutor at the Nuremburg War Crimes Trial and at the time was teaching
mtemnational law at Pace University. I was also quute pleased with a comment from
Jack Yost, then the UN NGO Representative for the World Federalist Movement.
He agreed with me “very much that world federalists and world governmentalists
need to think through the fundamentals of economic justice.” A few years later
Jack moved back to Oregon and wrote Planet Chanpions: _Adventures in Saving the
Wonld, which highliohted leaders of both the Georgist economic teachings and the
would federalist work. Sadly, Jack died suddenly just before his planned book tour.

11. Acting As If the Second Assembly Already Exists. The same Hanry Lemer
mentioned above also mentored me mto movements for global democracy. His
special focus and contubution was the effort to buuld a Peoples” Assembly as a sec-
ond house within the UN system. The UN Peoples” Assembly would be directly
elected by the people of the world and would speak for the well-being of the world
as a whole rather than for individual nation states as does the UN General Assem-
bly.

Harry mvited me to speak at a UN Reform conference that he and Jeffrey
Segall held in New York in 1990. This talk was included in Buding a More Democratic
Ulnited Nations - Proceedings of the Farst International Conference on a More Democratic UN,
edited by Frank Barnaby and published by Frank Cass m 1991, now available on
the internet.

My ending statements are mnsiohts I still carry close to my heart: “How we hold
the earth is how we hold each other. The needs of the person and the needs of the
planet are one and the same.”

12. Land Value Tax and Resource Rent Approach to Financing for Devel-
opment. I wrote this policy paper with mput from Pat Aller, my IU UN NGO
colleague and good friend. We submutted it to the United Nations Financing for
Development preparatory process at the NGO Heanngs Week, November 2000.
As UN NGO representatives, we hoped that the Financang for Development
“track” m the UN system would prove to be fertile ground for our tax policy ap-
proach.
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Each of the five major UN global conferences of the 1990’s - enormous en-
deavors that had attracted more than 100,000 dedicated participants from around
the world — had brought forth a number of strong and clear action agendas. Creat-
g these documents entails a meticulous - and impressive - process of consensus
building. Each and every word and phrase is carefully crafted with tremendous care
and consideration for meaning and nuance. The process mnvolves substantial time,
effort and concentration on details, with UN member state delegates sometimes
working long past mudnicht to meet important deadlines. Sometimes UN NGO
representatives have opportunities to present their views as well. The problem was,
these good ideas and proposed policies were just not being implemented. There
were no significant strides torward for poverty eradication, ending starvation, hous-
mg the homeless and provisioning basic services for all

After reviewing the situation, the UN saw the problem: no funding was com-
mg forth to bong these action agendas mto reality. Hence the next UN major
global conference, held i 2002 in Monterey, Mexico after three preparatory con-
terences was to launch a new Financing for Development track within the UN
system.

Throughout all three preparatory conferences at the UN building in New
York, we stood at the doorways of the UN assembly halls and distnibuted our pol-
icy paper to both NGOs and official UN nation state ambassadors and other dele-
gates. We meticulously combed through the preparatory documents, suggesting
changes n wording that would describe the importance of land value taxation and
resource rent funds to finance development. We worked with the NGO Fmnanang
tor Development working group to get statements into the otficial document. At
one pomnt we did succeed m getting a few words mto an NGO statement that was
presented on the main floor dunng one preparatory conference.

All to no avail. Our most frustrating moment came dunng a UN NGO ses-
sion across the street at the Church Center. I had hoped to have at least five min-
utes to descube this policy approach to other UN NGO people. About two min-
utes mto my talk, the charman shut me down. I still do not know why. Perhaps
because I was not an insider of the UN NGO core group that met regularly in
New York.

By the time the Finanang for Development conference m Mexico rolled
around, I was feelino hopeless about influencng the process and did not even at-
tend. My colleague Jeffrey Smith was in Mexico at the time and decided to go. He
gave a side event workshop and made some contacts. But nothing really went
anywhere and as far as I can see, the Finanang for Development process 1s floun-
denng. And we still see no big breakthroughs in ending hunger, homelessness and

hopelessness on the planet.
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Nonetheless, readers should find tlus paper of mterest. In it, I sucanctly de-
scribed the land value tax policy in a global context. I then describe working models
of this approach, and end with a call for a Global Resource Agency that would
ofter five clear benefits to the world. To my knowledge, Ralph Borsodi first pro-
posed such an agency. He was a profound thinker and visionary who deserves to
be far better known.

One more note on thus article. It contains the statement that this policy ap-
proach 1s “under senous consideration by the Russian parliament, the Duma.” It
was, at the time. My colleagues Fred Harnison, Tatiana Roshkoshnaya, and Nic
Tideman, among others, worked very hard for many years urging Russia to adopt
the land value tax policy approach after the Soviet Union collapsed. They had sup-
port at top levels. But m the post-Gorbachev era of chaos and kleptomania, the
neoliberal economic paradiom of prvatization won out, and Russia expenienced
one of the largest natural resource grabs i world hustory. President Vladimir Putin
was listening in on their earlier conversations about “the land question.” To this day
he still advocates capturing the resource rent of Russia’s lost natural hentage and to
some extant has succeeded mn wresting back control of Russia’s natural resources to
benefit the Russian people as a whole.

13. Local to Global Dimensions of Ecotaxation, Land Value Taxation
and Citizen Dividends. James Robertson, a Butish author of several impor-
tant books on alternative economics, co-founded The Other Economic Sum-
mit (TOES) and the New Economics Foundation. He organized a one-day
symposium at the Oxford Centre for the Environment, Ethics and Society on
May 14, 1998 at Rhodes House, Oxford University. The conference was called
Sharing Our Common Heritage: Resource Taxes and Green Dividends. This is
the paper I presented that day.

In the atation for the gold medal awarded to James for his outstanding work,
Mikhail Gorbachev called James “An outstanding example of a modern thinker at
the service of socety.” James Robertson was probably the very first scholar to put
together the several components of what I now call “holistic, ntegrated green tax
shift”” He desioned this symposmm to bnng together experts on three major com-
ponents of the new economic paradiom: ecotaxation, land value taxation, and at-
zen dividends.

I'was honored to be one of the invited speakers, along with David Marquand,
Tatiana Roshkoshnaya, Philippe van Parijs, and Mason Gafiney. Vandana Shiva
was also scheduled to speak but could not come. India had just announced its suc-
cess 1n building an atomic bomb and she chose to remain there to lead protests.
Vandana was appalled that public funds had been directed to develop weapons of
mass destruction rather than to meet the basic needs of India’s many impovenshed
people. Lucy Silfa, director of the Henry George School of Soaal Science m the
Dominican Republic, presented n Vandana’s place. Lucy spoke bulliantly and
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movingly about conditions m the Domunican Republic and how they could be
substantially improved if a land value tax policy was implemented.

In tlus talk the section on atizen dividends 1s a bit too buet but I provide de-
tails on the ethical underpmnines and practical policy examples of ecotaxation and
land value taxation. I also descuibe the concept of ““subsicdianty™ as it relates to local-
to-global taxes on specific types of resources.

The paper lays out guidelines for an integrated local-to-global public finance
system based on the prnaple of the common hentage of earth’s land and natural
resources. It proclaims that the planet and all its resources, including land, water,
forests, minerals, the atmosphere, electro-magnetic frequencies, and satellite orbits
are the common heritage of all and must no longer be approprated for the private
profit of the few to the exclusion of the many.

All of the papers presented that day, along with books by James Robertson and
other mmportant mformation on altemative economics can be found at
www.jamesrobertson.com

14. Alaska Permanent Fund: A Model of Resource Rents for Public In-
vestment and Citizen Dividends. Fred Harmson, author of several important
books on the land problem and land value tax policy, asked me to wute this paper
tor the Spnng 2002 issue of Gegplilus, a beautiful journal that he launched and ed-
ited as a publication of the Land Research Trust. Six issues of Gegplilius were pub-
lished before it unfortunately folded. I was grateful for the opportunity to do some
m-depth research on this very important successful model of an ol resource rent
fund, probably the best one to date.

In tlus paper I describe the form and function of the Alaska Permanent Fund
as 2 model governmental mstitution for collecting and distubuting natural resource
rents, particularly oil, and I suggest ways to improve the Fund. I also analyze fun-
damental issues regarding natural resources and termtonal claims and show how a
Global Resource Agency could collect and distnbute transnational resource reve-
nues.

This paper was also one of the five winning essays of the There Are Alterna-
tives Project of the McKeever Institute of Economic Policy Analysis. It was pub-
lished mn an edited version n Fall 2005 1 Dralpgres, a publication of the Canada
West Foundation.

15. Citizens Dividends and Oil Resource Rents: A Focus on Alaska, Nor-
way and Nigeria. My colleague Jeftrey J. Smuth, a penpatetic Johnny Appleseed-
type activist and advocate for the land value tax policy, strongly promotes the idea
of distuibuting resource rents as citizen dividends. Jeft urged several of us to engage
with the United States Basic Income Guarantee (BIG) movement. Coordinated by
Oxtord University econonmust Karl Widerquust, BIG had leaped across the pond



16 The Earth Belongs to Everyone

from BIEN - the Basic Income European Network (now the Basic Income Earth
Network). And BIG had embedded its annual conference within the annual con-
terence of the Eastem Economics Assocation.

The stage was set and Jeff helped put me on it. The challenge was to persuade
the BIG people that the very best source of revenue for a citizen’s dividend was the
resource rent from surface land and natural resources. Since the Alaska Permanent
Fund was one heckuva good example of distiibuting resource rent as citizen dmi-
dends, I had to mnclude it in the paper I presented m the U.S. Basic Income Guar-
antee Network (USBIG) track of the Eastem Economic Association 30th Annual
Conference held February 20 - 22, 2004 i Washineton, DC.

This article contains many facts and figures and concludes with these three
recommendations:

1. Use information and communication technologies fully to provide trans-

parency in extractive resource industnes.

2. Invest resource rent from non-renewable resources in socally and envi-
ronmentally responsible ways and pomarly m the needed transition to re-
newable eneroy based economues.

3. Rent funds based on oil and other non-renewable resources should transi-
tion towards captunng substantial resource rents from surface land site
values (ground rent) and other permanent and sustamnable sources of rent
so they could be distubuted as aitizen dvidends.

This paper is now referenced in the bibliography of the 302-page report titled
Expenences with O1l Funds: Institutional and Finanaal Aspects, a June 2006 pub-
lication of ESMAP, the Energy Sector Management Assistance Program of the
World Bank.

16. Women, Earth and Economic Power. This short essay, printed in my short-
lived publication, GEODATA, draws on what we know of land tenure systems
before the nse of patnarchy. I describe the difference between land tenure pattemns
that flow from a consciousness of the interconnectedness of all life, and land tenure
systems based on male dominance and control. It has been a long time since a
counsel of governance listened to a counsel of women before deciding whether or
not to go to war. If we deeply honored and listened to the feminine perspective
pethaps we would find a way beyond war to solve our problems.

This is the only piece in this collection that mentions the innovative work and
writings of Silvio Gesell. This German economist proposed that ground rent be
the source of payments to support women in their role as mothers and homemak-
ers. Thus, ground rent payments would be an equivalent to primitive women using
the land and soil to meet basic needs. Yes, we could also extend this to men in the
role of pmary caretaker of children. So relax Mr. Mom, we have you covered!
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17. Harvard Club of New York Speech on the UN Conference. On October
28, 1996 I spoke about my expenence as an NGO delegate to the UN Habitat II
Conference mn Istanbul as part of a panel at the Harvard Club of New York. In this
bref talk I describe the challenges surrounding the prmary focus of the confer-
ence: housing as a human nght. I trace this concem to the problem of wealth me-
quality and from there to the need for equitable land access and secure land tenure.
I pomt to promusing sections of the 65-page document which was the outcome of
states: the Global Action Agenda for Adequate Shelter and Sustanable Human
Settlements.

18. Sharing Our Common Heritage via the Tax Shift Agenda. This was my
keynote speech at the annual conference of the Counal of Georgist Organizations
annual conference in Portland, Oregon in August 1998. I first describe how corpo-
rate-led globalization was, and still 1s, pushing people off their lands, patenting seeds
for pravate profit and control, and enclosing the commons of the genetic code it-
self. I then pomt out several global movements and organizations that seemed at
the time to hold great potential for secunng the human right to common herntage
resources via fundamental reforms.

One such movement emerged from the United Nations Conference on Envi-
ronment and Development (the Earth Summut) held in Rio de Janeiro, June 3-14,
1992. A total of 172 govemments participated and 108 sent their heads of state or
covernment. Some 2,400 representatives of non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) attended, with 17,000 people at the parallel NGO Forum, who had
so-called “consultative status.” An important achievement was an agreement on
the Climate Change Convention which in tum led to the Kyoto Protocol. The
Convention on Biological Diversity was opened for sionature at the Earth Summut.
It made a start towards redefinition of #oney spph measures that did not inherently
encourage destiuction of natural ecoregions and so-called uneconomic growth.
The Earth Summit outcome document also asked signers not to “carty out any
activities on the lands of mdigenous peoples that would cause environmental
degradation or that would be culturally inappropuiate.”

Reading thus speech nearly a decade later, I think I paid nsufficient attention to
another fact mentioned in it. The chair of this first major global conference that
mchided so many people from all over the woild was also a leader of several
corporations with massive land holdings that were acquinng and prvatizing major
water and other natural resources and displacing ndigenous people from their
lands m Central Amenca mn order to promote tounst development. Is it any
wonder that the world has gone backwards mnstead of forwards on the goals set
forth at the Earth Summutr In hindsioht it appears to have been one great green
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wash of a conference. We will never reach our environmental and social goals if the
current economic structures and powers continue to rule the world.

Reflecting in 2007 on my optinstic state of 1998, I confess that the “promised
land” seems ever more elusive. Having watched the horrors of the Iraq War for
several years and expernenced chronic anxiety that the United States could attack
Iran with its new “earth penetrator’” nuclear weapons, I admit to sometimes feeling
overwhelmed with despair. It 1s difficult to keep lighting our candles n the windy
cold. We are Iiving through yet another datk night of the collective human soul
Those of us with candles need to shine together if humanity and other forms of life
on this planet are to survive and ever agan thrive.

People like us can leamn something from wild geese. As they fly long distances
m V formation, the lead goose takes the brunt of the elements while those behind
fly on the uplift of energy generated by those m front of them in the V pattemn.
When the lead goose tires it falls back m the flock and another goose flies forward
mto the most energy-consuming and challenging lead position. Sometimes I'm a
lead goose, sometimes I fall back. This is natural; we must do it to avoid bum out
and total despair.

Despite the lack of real progress toward the goals of the Earth Summit,
something on my wish lst in this 1998 speech has mn fact come to pass. UN
Habitat produced a document on which 183 UN member states agreed at the
global conference in Istanbul in 1996. It called for land access to eradicate poverty
and recommended capturing land value for the people using land-based taxes. The
good news, nearly ten years after this speech, is that UN Habitat’s recently launched
Global Land Tool Network is developing a major program to implement land
value capture worldwide as a key policy necessary to achieve the Millennmum De-
velopment Goal of significantly improving the lving conditions of 100,000,000
slum dwellers by 2020.

19. Pennsylvania's Success with Local Property Tax Reform — The Split
Rate Tax. In 1990 I packed up my two kids, their hamsters, some household
items and 24 boxes of books and papers and lett the San Francasco Bay Area. Fled
the Bay Area mioht be more accurate. I had several reasons for moving home place
to small-town Pennsytvama. City life was duving me crazy. Come, congestion and
high housing costs wete yielding a low quality of life in Oakland. I did not know
how to raise children in a city that had no safe open places for them to play. The
children would know their grandparents and cousins. Schools were better and sater
back where I was bom. A big scary earthquake had lut the Bay Area n 1989. And
several aties in Pennsylvama were succeeding with local applications of the land
value tax policy. On this last pont, Califormia was in a hopeless situation, at least for
the foreseeable future, with the mispuided voter lockdown of the property tax un-
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der Proposition 13. So it seemed that I could contribute more to my cause if I just
moved back to Franklin County. I was nght.

The Jerome Levy Economics Institute of Bard College invited me speak at
their conference on Land, Wealth and Poverty held November 2 — 4, 1995. This
conference was an excellent opportunity to review the land tax movement in
Pennsylvamia. In the Pennsylvama’s Success paper I give an overview of the policy
and some details on its impact in the fifteen aties that had adopted it to varying
degrees (more have since done so). The term “split rate” means that the property
tax valuation on buildings is kept separate from that on land. Removing the tax on
buildings provides an mcentive to make improvements; taxing land value curbs
land speculation and encourages the use of valuable urban sites. In combination,
this policy provides both a carrot and stick to restonng cities and making housing
affordable.

Here 1s a key statement from the paper: “Research based on bulding permits
1ssued 1 the three-year period before and after the implementation of the two-rate
tax policy in Pennsylvama aties consistently shows significant mcreases in building
permits issued after the policy was put into place.”

Now, an mcrease n bulding permits mioht not sound like a very exciting eco-
nomic indicator. But please consider this pomt fully. It the building stock is detenio-
rating and houses are boarded up, then once-thrving neishborhoods are degraded
and increasingly depressed — along with the people in them. The research solidly
mdicates that even modest applications of thus tax policy move communities to-
wards renewal and renovation. This is the good news of the Pennsylvania story.

This paper was published in The Awwercan Jonrnal of Econontics and Sociolpgy in
Apal 1997 and 1s a slightly revised version of my talk at Bard. A later version of this
paper boefly elaborates the earth trusteeship concepts of John McConnell, the
tounder of Equnox Earth Day, and credits lum as a co-author. An edited version
also appears in 4 Workd That Works: Building Blocks for a Just and Sustainable Society, a
1997 TOES (The Other Economic Summit) book edited by Trent Schroyer and
available from Apex Press.

This paper was also quoted in _4» Infroduction to Tno-Rate Taxation of Land and
Biuldings by Jettrey P. Cohen and Cletus C. Coughlin, published mn the Federal Re-
serve Bank of St. Louis Revien; May/June 2005. Cohen and Coughlin begin their

article with these two quotes:

In my opinion, the least bad tax 1s the property tax on the unimproved
value of land, the Henry George argument of many, many years ago. — Milton
Friedman, 1976 Nobel Prize laureate in economics.

The property tax is, economically speaking, a combination of one of the
worst taxes — the part that is assessed on real estate improvements. . .and one
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of the best taxes — the tax on land or site value. — William Vickrey, 1996 Nobel

Prze laureate in economics.

20. How Pennsylvania Boroughs Got the Land Tax Option. This is the sor-
did saga of the ultimately successful five-year effort to pass enabling legislation so
boroughs of Pennsylvaria could use the land value tax option. Our campaion was
not sordid. That label properly fits the backstabbing and partisan politics we en-
countered as we worked to pass this benion bill — an option-only or “may bill” that
required no funding allocation. This brief amendment to the Borough Code simply
granted this tax reform as an option for the state’s 1000 boroughs - an option that
the cities already had available to them.

Within thus political adventure story readers may find some sections that could
help in efforts to pass this type of legislation elsewhere. These are: (1) the initial
resolution passed by the Chambersburg Town Councl which signaled our local
educate legislators about the land value tax policy; and (3) the entire land value tax
option bill

We nearly lost thus one, and then won in the end with a vote of 198 for and 2
abstaining. A nearly unanimous agreement on tax reform. Amazing, huhr

21. Pennsylvania Farmers and the Split Rate Tax. Enabling legislation for the
split rate tax option had proceeded gradually over the years. By the time I moved to
Pennsylvaria all three categones of aties (based roughly on population) could take
advantage of thus tax reform option. But where I come from, there are no cities,
only smaller towns classified as “boroughs.” My hometown of Chambersburg was
not allowed to implement this policy. I needed to get a bill passed by the state legis-
lature — a daunting challenge if ever there was one. I tell the story of thus five-year
effort and our ultimate success in the next article. I mention it here because, in the
course of the legislative work, I realized that the Pennsylvama State Farm Bureau
had major concems about any bill that included both the words “land” and “tax.”

I put tlus research paper together for the legislative proceedings on how the
so-called Borough Bill could impact farmers. The farm lobby did succeed in
amending the bill, so that essentially no borough with a farm within 1ts imits could
implement tlus tax reform, but the bill did eventually pass and it might not have
without this paper. My research showed cleary that the tax would actually benefit
working farmers. In fact, it was so convinang that some legislators were worned
about adding the amendment because of their concem that it might actually hurt
farmers.

Before I wrote tlus paper I knew that this tax shift would not hurt working
farmers and would actually help them: curbing speculation m farm land, would
keep land affordable, while removing taxes on farmers” homes, bamns and other

buildings would be a tax relief. What I did not know until I did the research was
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how much it would benefit working farmers (as opposed to both working and idle
land speculators). I conclude the paper with ten clear reasons why this policy would
benefit farmers and end with tlus statement:

Our evidence thus suggests that the split-rate tax policy approach, especially with a heavy recc-
tion of millage (tax) rates on building vahes, would siopuficantly enhance mcentives for the con-

tinuation and expansion of a viable, efficent, and sustainable agriculture in Pennsylvaia and
anywhere else if used.

A few vears later, the histonan Ken Wenzer, who has practically memornzed all
of many wntings of Henry George, had a contract with M.E. Sharpe to put to-
gether an anthology. He called to ask me if I had any unpublished articles that
might be appropuate. I gave lum this research paper, which he edited in lus usual
highly meticulous manner. It can now be found in I and 1 aine Taxation: The Equita-
bie and Efficient Sonrve of Public Finance, which Sharpe published m 1999.

22, Lunch and Lecture with Ralph Nader. He is still a hero to me. If the major-
ity of Americans could recognize a man of high mtegrity, unwavenneg conviction,
brlliance and true mner strenoth, Ralph Nader would be our president today. We
would not have mnocent blood on our hands from wars of aggression for full-
spectrum dominance mn the guise of brongng democracy to the world. Ralph’s
presidential campaions were wake-up calls. He put hus alarm ninger on high volume
but to no avail. The snoning continues.

It was my honor to organize a small group for lanch with Ralph at the White
Dog Caté m Philadelphia on March 25, 2000. We raised a modest amount for his
campaign and had the opportunity for some one-on-one time with him.

Ralph clearly knows how to connect the dots from a “military budget twisted
mto a grotesque excess’ to the wealth gap, through the “trmialization of the media™
to “initiatory democracy where people are not simply following a movement, but
they themselves become leaders who are putting forth and implementing ideas to
create a better political and economic system.”” All these ideas, and more, are in-
cluded in this prece.

Later that afternoon, at the Wharton School of Law at the University of Penn-
sylvania, he gave a stiring speech to hundreds of students and members of the
Green Party. Ralph said many important things that I summarize or quote in this
article. Those of us who had hnch with him that day were especially pleased at this
statement:

We need a big debate on different kinds of taxation, to talk about how corporations are freeload-
mg on public services and getting tax breaks wiile taxes are falling on workers and smaller busi-
nesses. We need to open a debate about land taxation and Henry George, to tax bad things not
good things, and not tax people who go to work everyday.
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Ralph gave us another choice, beyond the least bad party. How tragic that we

did not take it.

23. Diary of an Outreach Activist. One of the wonderful aspects of Iiving a lite
dedlicated to the service of people and planet is the many opportunities to travel all
over the world on missions of meaning and purpose. This diary, published in Land
and Liberty in 1999, mcludes buef vignettes of four such mtellectually, culturally
and spiritually rich experiences in Thailand, the Netherlands, New York City, and
Oaxaca, Mexico. I include a photo of the amazing meditation structure built by the
Dhammakaya Foundation taken on the day of the awe-inspinng Liohts of Peace
event.

24. IMF and World Bank Protest. I attended the epic Mobilization for Global
Justice protests aganst the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the Word
Bank (WB) held the week of April 8 to 17, 2000, in Washington, D.C. The piece is
a phantasmagoric description of the sights, sounds, textures, tones, dialogs and dis-
cussions of 50,000 plus mdividuals of valor who gathered from all comers of the
world dunng that sunny but serious week.

If you have never expenenced this type of event yourself, the piece should grve
you a bittersweet flavor of the global struggle for justice. The bitter is the knowl-
edge of the massive and unnecessary suffering on the planet. The sweet is being in
soldanty with high-minded justice-loving sisters and brothers from all around the
world. As I again read the story several years after this one-of-many such protests,
sometimes I think I see a small shift in the WB’s policies. I know that some people
mside both the WB and the IMF sincerely want a better world for all. I know that
those of us with “good will and special skill”” are finding each other and strengthen-
g and expanding our networks.

Recently I was rather surpnsed to discover that my article on Citizens Divi-
dends (#15 in this volume) was mentioned in a WB publication entitled Expererces
nith Oul Funds: Institutional and Finanaal Aspects. When I was there among the throngs
protesting the WB mn 2000, I never imagined that my ideas would be mcorporated
mto a WB paper in 2006. Perhaps some people mside those Washington caircles are
mndeed awakening.

25. D.C. Protest Provides New Insights. This guest essay for the Chambers-
burg Public Opinion gives a bref overview of my expenences at the Mobilization
tor Global Justice, detaled in the previous article, and also descubes the break-
through m using peaceful civil disobedience and the non-violent strategy developed
by Mohandas Gandhi and Martin Iuther King.

26. Professional Super Hero. In 1997, INsider, a magazine distubuted on college

campuses nationwide, published this interview Adam Monroe conducted with me.
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I cannot find erther this article or an Intemet URL for INsider, so the magazine
must have either folded or been transformed mto something else. I cannot find
Adam either, but I do have a hard copy of the INsider mterview somewhere in my
archives. Adam’s compelling questions led me to reflect on the UN and the roles
of UN NGOs, specifically the one I have represented for the past twelve years, the
International Union for Land Value Taxation. He also elicited some of my thinking
on the global stiuggle for economic democracy.

It 1s interesting to read our concemns about the MAI — the Multilateral Aoree-
ment on Investment — as its outcome was uncertain at the time of the interview.
We now know that due to people power and the Battle of Seattle dunng the 1999
World Trade Organization Ministerial, the MAI came tumbling down. But it
reared its power-hungry head again with the 2003 push for another trade agree-
ment. It was the same quest for corporate rule with a slightly different name. This
tailed as well, thanks to the united efforts of more than twenty poor countues. I
think youll like the Princess Leia quote from Star Wars near the end of the mter-
view.

27. O! Say Can You See: A Perspective on the Current Crisis. The title is taken
from the first Iine of the “Star Spangled Banner” the othicial national anthem of the
United States. I gave this talk at the Books Not Bombs/Stop Iraq War Forum or-
ganized by students at Shippensburg University, Pennsytvama on March 5, 2003.

So many millions of people came out in the streets or organized forums like this
in an effort to prevent the war. To me, nothing more cleatly indicates a dysfunc-
tional democracy than the fact that a government can launch a war using its ati-
zens’ tax dollars of the atizenry and nsking or taking our lives and our children’s
lives with so little respect for the views of all of us.

This speech is a call to stop the momentum towards the Iraq war, a call to use
global governance structures to abolish war and solve international conflicts, and a
call to pledge allegiance to the earth and its people as an nterconnected whole. I
buetly analyze resource wars and descuibe the transition of the United States from
republic to empire, using a quote from Dr. Stephen Pelletier, a former professor at
the U.S. Army War College mn Carlisle, Pennsylvarua.

The media was blasting the phrase “shock-and-awe™ at us at that time. The
world would soon see those words made manifest. In March 2003 I would never
have dreamed that in June 2004 I would be spending time with a U.S. Air Force
squadron leader who was mnvolved mn the shock-and-awe Iraq attack. More on that
mn article 29.

28. Letter to a Church. This was published as a guest editonial in the Prublic Opinion,
a Gannett newspaper n Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. Members of a neatby
United Brethren Church frequently left notes on my doorstep mviting me to their
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services; thus letter was my response. My parents had raised me in the fundamental-
1st, conservative Urited Brethren faith, a Protestant sect. I went to Sunday School
and church every week and Bible School and speaal evangelical services every
summer. I was “bom-again” at age 10. By age 13 I was asking many questions and
not finding sufficient answers.

My needs for emotional healing, interpersonal conflict resolution, intellectual
understanding, and spiitual msight were in no way fulfilled by my affiliation with
my parents’ church. This letter is an appeal to organized mainstream Christianity to
end the hypocusy and begmn to live the teachings of Chust’s message of love and
peace.

29. A Friend of Mine Bombed a Friend of Mine. This was another guest edito-
nal in the November 1, 2004 Public Opinion. The title the editor gave it was “War in
Iraq touches many lives near and far.”” This essay is only six paragraphs long. In that
bret space I tell a little story about my friendship with two men and their relation-
ship to the “Shock and Awe”” bombing of Baghdad. I end the story with a simple
but profound thought from Martin Luther King.

This short personal story points to the great mission before us: abolishing war
on Planet Earth. War 1s 2 completely unacceptable way to resolve contlicts. We can
learn nothing more from it. “Thou shalt not kill”” Period. No exceptions.

Each of us needs to deade if our children and our children’s children are to
live full Iives. It political leaders will not abolish war, then we the people must stop
paying for it and stop offering up our children and ourselves for slaughter.

30. Economics of War and Peace. The current Iraq war and the potential for a
US attack on Iran are atfecting everyone in the woild on some basic level, whether
physical, emotional, mental and/or spiritual. In the 1940s, during another time of
war, Ralph Borsodi, Mildred Loomus, and other decentralist, pacificist, “alternative™
economusts were mnfluenced by the ideas of Henry George; they composed a series
of four simple graphs to portray how a simple economy builds into a war economy
and how to mold it back into a peace economy. Lindy Davies, director of the
Hemry George Institute, later graphically redesioned these four rough graphs and
they became my framework for this four-part article.

I presented tlus final article of this anthology in summary form on February
23,2007 on the Economusts for Peace and Secunty panel at the Easterm Econom-
ics Association 33% Annual Conference in New York. In it, I first describe a simple
economy in which people secure their basic needs via fair access to land and natural
resources. Then I articulate the root injustice built into our current economic sys-
tem that lets an elite few prvately appropuate the economic surplus. From this
dynamic the military-industuial-financial complex emerges, along with an impenalis-
tic U.S. foreion policy.
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The fourth graph depicts a new role for democratic governance: Earth Rights
Democracy. This system captures the “rent” of nature’s gifts to benefit the people
as a whole via a type of public finance reform that simultaneously lifts taxes from
those actively producing wealth. I provide several practical examples of this policy,

to point the way towards a world of peace and plenty.

The Distalfink Bird is part of Pennsylvania Dutch (Deutch = German) culture.
Itis supposed to brng “Good Luck to all. The photo was taken at Aradhana, the author’s
home and headquarters of Earth Rights Institute’s East Coast office.

I am putting the fimishing touches on this book while on a weeklong silent retreat
with about 200 people led by Gangaji, a wonderful spmitual teacher. We are gath-
ered at Tenaya Lodge in the awesome expanses of Yosemite National Park in Cali-
torma. Here, I expenience abundance, joy and deep mner peace. All needs are fully
met. My prayer 1s that we soon put mn place an economic system that will enable
each and every member of our human family to secure basic matenal needs with
dignity and time to spare. Everyone can then enjoy the adventure of mental, crea-
tive and spintual expansion dunng this bref sojourn on Planet Earth.

Shalom. .. Amen...Saalom. . .Om. . .. ..o e



