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eliminate the economic causes of war, and, by preventing
the holding of land out of employment for speculation and
profit, would stimulate agriculture and home building, and
thereby decrease unemployment. It is a glowing tribute
to the permanence of an idea that after fifty years the
publication of this book should be celebrated by a gather-
ing of 600 Single Taxers, representing twenty-three dif-
ferent countries, in the Scottish capital some 6000 miles
from the spot where the doctrine of single taxation first
had its birth.

The impression made by Henry George upon the con-
sciousness of mankind is a striking illustration of the power
of thought, backed by a good purpose. He never stopped
urging acceptance of his doctrine upon men of the most
widely separated nationalities, and of every class of society.
Nor was he in any sense a man of one idea, but he gave as
liberally of his strength and his ability to the interest
of good government and human liberty as he did to the
agitation of the Single Tax. When, in the latter days of
the nineteenth century, New York City seemed confronted
with a peculiar menace of evil government, Henry George
was drafted to lead the forces in opposition to Tammany,
Warned that it might mean the sacrifice of his life, he
nevertheless undertook the task. The warning was but
too well founded, and like a soldier on the battle field he
gave his life to his cause. That his followers are animated
to so great an extent by a like devotion to the economic
panacea which he preached shows impressively the endur-
ing power of a devoted and self-sacrificing ideal.

i —Christian Science Monitor.

All Wars Alike

THEY talk of Crusades, said Arnold, stopping to
face the young man. They talk of sending hundreds of
thousands of Christian men to die every death under
God’s sun in Palestine—f{or what? To plant good that
good may grow? They go for none of these things. The
sign in their breasts is a cross, the thought of their hearts
is the thought of all your ruthless race—to take from
others and add to your own stores; to take land, wealth,
humanity, life, everything that can be taken frem con-
quered man before he is left naked to die.

Francis MARION CRAWFORD's Via Crucis.

““ WneEN I sit and warm my hands, as best I may, at the
little heap of embers that is now political economy, I can-
not but contrast its dying glow with the vainglorious and
triumphant science that once it was.”—

—STEPHEN LEACOCK, Professor of Political Economy.

BeFrORE an cffectual renovation can take place we must
efface the abuse which has grown up out of the transition
from the feudal to the more modern state—the abuse of
land being held as absolute property.—

—HARRIET MARTINEAU.

Extracts from Opening Addre
at the Edinburgh Conference
by Charles O'Connor Hennes

T was fifty years ago that Henry George first reveal
the insidious forces and tendencies that seemed to h
to threaten the progress of any civilization which aims
the elevation and happiness of the human family. Att
very heart of the way of the life of the organized peo
of the world he found ominous signs of the canker of
cay. He demonstrated the cause and proposed the ¢
for what was and is the matter with the world. He vivi
delineated the enigma of the persistence of poverty a
increased and increasing wealth. Where civilization ¥
manifesting itself in vast accumulations in the hands
individuals, in great institutions devoted to learning
to religion, in stores of the book knowledge of the ages,
the progress of the arts and sciences, in the inventio
and discoveries designed to magnify the effectivencss
labor, to improve communication and facilitate co-oper
tion between peoples, to lighten toil and brighten hum
lives—there, where these things were most in evidence,
pointed to the anomaly of millions of people in eve
country struggling for a living, or steeped in degradi
poverty. To the widespread social and economic d
location which he revealed, it was not difficult to tra
the unspeakable slums of great cities, the warfare
classes, the prevalence of vice, crime and preventa
disease, as well as most of the ills, material and spirit
—even unto the curse of War—{rom which the wor
has suffered and is suffering.

We are here from many countries to bear witness th
a half-century after the first appearance of Henry Georg
fearful diagnosis of a vast social disease, the sympto
still persist. The cure remains to be applied. The soci
anatomist who today would strike below the surface
the body of human society as it exists in all civilized cou
tries, must find there a conflict of forces that may w
be taken to foreshadow disintegration and disaster to t
social fabric. As in 1879, when this book was writte
we can discern widespread social unrest in the world. 1
dustrial depression and unemployment are common
many countries, and even in the nominally ‘‘prosperous
United States great numbers live in poverty, or close
its border line, and remedies for unemployment are no
being sought in still more restrictive immigration law:
and in prohibitive tariff taxes. :

Henry George predicted that the enormous increas
in the power to produce wealth which had marked h
century, due to invention and discovery and the improvi
ment of communications, would continue to' go on wi
accelerating ratio. This has come true to an enofmou
extent in all so-called civilized countries—most especiallj
n the United States of America. But without the estab:
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lishment of economic freedom in the processes of produc-
ing wealth and justice in its distribution, he predicted
| that increased wealth must benefit the few rather than
the many. It would have, broadly speaking, no tendency
to extirpate poverty and the social evils which poverty
engenders, no influence in elevating society as a whole
' or in lightening the burdens of those compelled to toil
| for a living. Again his prophesy has been realized. For
, increasing wealth, and the condition that is referred to
as national prosperity, far from assuring contentment
and abundance for all, has tended only to widen the gulf
between the very rich and the very poor, and to make
more intense the struggle for existence that engages the
lives of millions of human beings, even in richest America.

If I would appear to single out my own country, the
country of Henry George, as today’s most terrible example
of perverted social progress, it is not because I would have
you believe that the average American citizen is less in-
telligent, less moral, or less humane than the citizen of
any other country. No informed or observant person,
in my opinion, could sustain such a contention. Nor
would I wish it to be inferred that American statesman-
ship is today more blind or more backward than the states-
manship of other countries.

But if T am to attempt (by way of vindicating the wis-
dom and the prescience of Henry George) to delineate
the effects of material progress and prosperity upon the
condition and the tendencies of present day civilization
everywhere, I must, of nccessity, put the United States
of America in the very foreground of the picture. For
the United States is now, by far, the richest and most
powerful of the nations. It seems to have reached a veri-
table high tide of material success, and to be realizing as a
result, those effects which, in our opinion, must naturally
and in all countries, flow from the maintainance of the
fundamental injustice of the private monopoly of a coun-
try’s natural resources, which injustice, as Henry George
demonstrated by unanswerable argument and analysis,
15 the basic cause of poverty amid progress.

In the light of the history of the fifty years that have
gone since ‘‘Progress and Poverty’ first appeared, no
comprehending reader of it may now doubt the extra-
ordinary accuracy of the thought and vision of its author;
that he was seer as well as prophet—an unerring diagnos-
tician of the social and economic ailments of the world
and of their cure, an inspired preacher of the way of
righteousness and salvation for the nations. Henry
George's intellectual eminence is now coming to be recog-
nized by discerning leaders of thought, even in his own
land. New editions of his books are appearing, and in
many American colleges and universities where, in the
past, his teachings have been avoided, young men and
women now are learning the lessons that he taught. The
great truth that he sought to make plain is slowly but
surely, we believe, making its way to the minds of men.
We believe it to be a truth most potent for social welfare

everywhere, a truth the recognition of which by mankind
generally would regenerate and revivify human associa-
tions everywhere. This truth is that the social and eco-
nomic dislocations which afflict the world arise because
of that fundamental violation of natural law involved in
the denial to human beings of their equal and inalienable
rights to the use of the Earth. Out of this perversion of
natural law and this denial of fundamental human rights
sanctioned by the governments of the world, arises in
every country the great issues comprechended in the Land
Question and its portentous implications.

Because this is an int>rnational gathering, and because
good men and women in every part of the world are now
actively concerning themselves about questions of Peace
and War, of Disarmament, of Conciliation and Arbitra-
tion, we would point out how vital to any permanent
settlement of such questions is the solution of the economic
problems to which we would first direct attention.

Here again, as at Copenhagen three years ago, this
Conference will be moved to warn the friends of World
Peace not to be deceived by appearances. Peace is not
in sight, and War and all that it means in burdens to be
borne in the present and in moral and material horrors
and losses to be faced in the future, still remains with the
world. True, there has been at Locarno a solemn gesture
of worthy intention and good-will between the nations.
But Locarno must always seem somewhat unrelated to
reality so long as governments take no steps to remove
the root causes of poverty in every country. From the
perversion or interference with natural laws flow the social
and political phenomena involved in industrial depression,
unemployment, the welfare of classes at home, the struggle
for international markets and privileges abroad; interna-
tional fears and jealousies, and those selfish national
policies which aim to advance the welfarc of one people
by rendering injury to another.

We would call upon statesmanship to look behind war,
and the armaments and instruments of war, for the economic
dislocations which pervert the normal course of the lives
of human beings and of nations alike. We would ask
statesmen to face frankly the question of the meanings
of the signs of the times. [s the road that people call
Civilization leading the human family upward toward
life, happy and abundant for everybody, or downward
to some hell for rich and poor alike?

Men may cry ‘‘Peace! Peace!” but there can be no
lasting peace until the root couses of War are recognized
and removed; until the peoples may be led to accept a new
and simple philosophy of human relationships—that of
equal rights for all, frcedom for all, justice for all. Politi-
cal peace and cconomic war are irreconcilable. There
can be no political peace at home or abroad unless it is
founded upon co-operation in freedom and in mutual
friendship and respect. There can be no security that
will endure, until justice is established at home and abroad.
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We would not disparage the efforts nor impeach the sin-
cerity of those who labor for Disarmament or for Con-
cilation. We fcel that they are engaged in the most diffi-
cult if not impossible of labors, which, even il successlul,
would but serve as palliatives, rather than a cure.

We honor, also, those fine spirits of the League of
Nations, who sincerely labor for Peace; especially the
spokesmen in the League Asscmbly of those smaller
nations, whose statesmen, we believe, can see more clearly
and speak more bravely about the political realities of
these times. Nor are we disposed to underestimate the
good work that has been dene in strengthening the ma-
chinery and broadening the jurisdiction of the World
Court for the adjudication of disputes between nations.
But these things at this time seem to us to be of small
avail. The most helpful approach to a true and pecaceful
concert of nations in the interest of permanent World
Peace must lie, as Professor Dewey recently pointed out,
not in the field of political diplomacy, but along the road
of economic freedom and justice that leads to a realiza-
tion of the common interests of the peoples of the world.

A philosopher has given currency to the pregnant aphor-
ism that ‘‘the power to tax is the power to destroy.” And
we, being convinced that common and equal rights to the
use of land are indispensable to freedom and effectiveness
in the production of wealth and to justice in its distribu-
tion, aim to destroy land monopoly through the process
of taxation. That is, we would resort for public revenues
to taxes upon the values given to particular land sites by
the competition for their use made necessary by the activi-
ties and the growth of community life. By the operation,
as it were, of a beneficent natural law we find that the
value of land tends constantly to rise as demand for its
use is increased by the manifold activities of organized
communities—by the results of public expenditure, by all
the amenities and conveniences of what is called civilized
life. That is, land values, arising out of the association
and co-operation of people, are essentially a community
product. By every test then, of logic or of equity, the
policy we advocate justifies itself. To quote Henry
George, “We would simply take for the community what
belongs to the community, and leave sacredly to the indi-
vidual all that belongs to the individual.”

And in the international field we aim to teach the world
that the highest interests of the people of every land are
identical with the interests of the people of every other
land; that human interests are interwoven and inter-
dependent, and that only under conditions of freedom,
of mutual trust, and of friendly co-operation may men or
nations attain to the highest destiny, material or spiritual,
that God makes possible for them. In brief, it is our
purpose as an organization, in the interest of peace, pros-
perity and human happiness, to extend the arca of freedom
in every land, not only because we are convinced that this
is the way to uplift the material welfare of mankind, but

also because it accords with justice and the moral law. |
Here in the language of our inspired tcacher is the con- |
clusion of the whole matter:

“That we should do unto others as we would have them
do unto us; that we should respect the rights of others
as scrupulously as we would have our own rights respected,
is not a mere counsel of perfection to individuals, but it
is the lew to which we must conform social institutions |
and national policies if we would secure the blessings of
abundance and peace."

Report of Goeller Lecture

HE Tripod, undergraduate publication of Trinity
College, Hartford, Conn., published the following
report of the lecture given at that college in May:
“Before a large group of students in the Public Speaking
room last Wednesday evening, Mr. C. LeBaron Goeller,
of the Progress and Poverty Lecture Burcau, gave a lecture
on the subject of ‘Some Phases of the Single Tax.' So
deep was the interest shown by those present that Mr.
Goeller was kept busy answering questions and inquiries
as to the underlying principles of the Single Tax for nearly
an hour after the lecture.

“The big point in Mr. Goeller’s lecture was that a land-
owner cannot make a temant pay any tax levied on the
value of his land; in other words, a tax on ground rent
cannot be shifted, while all taxes on clothing, food, houses,
etc., (produced by labor) are shifted onto the ultimate
consumer. ‘A tax on rent,’ said Mr. Goeller, ‘falls wholly
on the landlord. There are no means by which he can
shift the burdem upon anyome else. It does not affect
the value or price of agricultural produce, for this is deter-
mined by the cost of production in the most unfavorable
circumstances, and in those circumstances, as we have so
often demonstrated, no rent is paid. A tax on rent, there-
fore, has no effect other than its obvious one. It merely
takes so much from the landlord and transfers it to the
state.

““The Single Tax System,’ continued Mr. Goeller, ‘is
a scientific discovery that will sccure to each and every
person his equal right to the use of the earth without having
to divide up the land as was done in primitive times. The
modern way is not to divide up the land, but to divide up
the rent of land. There would be no other taxes to hinder
the owner in developing the land he possessed on what
would virtually be a perpetual lease so long as he paid his
taxes, that is the annual value, to the Government.""”

ALUABLE lands held idle employ no labor, and pro-
duce no goods. They constitute a waste of natural
resources, and tend to destroy the economic equilibrium

necessary for continuous prosperity.
—Tax Facts.




