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A STIR OVER THE PROPERTY TAX

- Not many months ago things looked bad for the -
_property tax as the mainstay of public education in
the U.S, It was challenged in the courts, it wad at-
tacked by legislators and school groups, it reached
. the federal level with a Presidential proposal for a
value added tax as a substitute. e

Since then, those in favor of the property tax
have rallied and many strong voices have been raised
on its behalf, The danger is by no means over, but
things do look a littlée more hopeful than they did.
With the admission of its current inequities, there
is now greater interest in reforming the property
tax rather than doing away with it.

The chief reform, as we see it, is to modify
_the property tax so as to be primarily a land value
tax., Endorsement of this proposal has come from
numerous influential sources. Fortune magazine had
a leading editorial on it; Perry Prentice has writ-
ten on it for House & Home; the Monthly Economic :
Letter of the National City Bank and its affiliates
around the country has.defended the property tax;
Ralph Nader?!s group has testified on its behalf.

. New York State Assemblyman Andrew Stein intro-
duced a land value tax bill in the legislature,
{sontd. on page 9)
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EDITORIAL

In this issue, articles
by William E. Walker and
Peter R. Hudson urge more
coordinated effort by Geor-
gists. Interestingly, both
independently propose a
stepped-up letter-writing
“campaign and other HGI mem~
bers. have prdposed it. This
is indeed a means accessi--
ble to all.

One questlen is to a-
gree on ‘a project on which
we may combine. forces. How.‘
can we, cooperate apd. still
tido our own th1ng"°.”f_

4 letter-writing project
was proposed recently by
the Institute to its members
on behalf of the property
tax., We all agree on seeing
the property‘tax ‘transformed
from a tax on land and im-
provements to a tax on land
alone., Beyond that there .
are dlfferences. -

Bob Clancy urged the
preservation of the tax
on the local level., Perry
Prentice thinks a state-
wide tax is the right
thing. Bill Walker be-
lieves a federal approach
is peeded. Can we re-
solve such matters far
enough so that we can
work ‘together?

Very often we do not
even know what we are

- —going to disagree about

until the practical is-

sues arise - so it would

be difficult to settle

these things in advance.
1]

It is familiar eheﬁgh

- for 4is to disagree about
-matters not directly re-

lated to our central in-
terest - for instance,
political candidates.

‘But we also disagree on
- things much cloSer to -

home.’

Thls deserves more dlS—

'cu351on - and some con-=

sensus ought to be reach-
ed as to what we may ac~-
cept as a common denomin-
ator on which we can agree
to work togehter - and

on what we may disagree
about without becoming

--mortal enemies.,

Strangely, this has
never been worked out.



AN ORGANIZED APPROACH:
By WILLIAM E, WALKER

Should not our efforts be given direction, be
organized and made intensive?

- I recently wrote to Congressman Ashbrook to

. ‘the effect that what was needed was a new recogni-
"“tion of 1, economic priorities; 2, the approach to
“housing; 3, a new tax approach, namely a federal
~land tax. T suggested that perhaps it might take
“two years of intensive work to computerize all the
.land values in the U.S,A. so that the tax on federal,
_ state, county and local could be computed from a

" - central assessment. With the probiém of inequality

that is facing the school decisions which shortly
could cause a new basis for school taxes, 11t seems
to me that it is now time for the Georgists to .

. scream loud and.clear in an organized manner, to
" public officials, saying pretty much the same

thing with sufficient concentration as to be ef-
fective. Then maybe the doctrine we believe in

- could get federal leadership which is the only one

that I believe will count.

Students, middle-income persons, veterans, the
poor and even the very wealthy all see various types
of tax problems., The poor can!t expect to get a-

. head because they feel the system is rigged against

" them; the manufacturer feels he is contributing the

funds for the welfare state we are creating and
feels the minimum wage law is further compounding

" the problem; the returning veteran is not sure our
" system will give a fair shake to those who fought
“for ity our teachers don't teach the right answers

"in most schools having been denied the truths of
Henry George or at least having these truths ridi-
culed; the wealthy are equally uncertain of the
”future with new theories and actions being taken

““to increase inheritance taxes, etc.; and the aged
speak out for more Social Security because the

“built-~in inflation making devices that cause their

T fixed incomes to shrink. Mayors 100k to Uncle Sam

[
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for everything big and some not so big. The.States
look to the Federal; the cities to the counties,
state and federal, and the federal then looks back

to the people for TAXES ill-conceived and grossly
negative.

That is why I wonder today 1f our empha81s must
not by necessity be national. - The means of communl—'
cation of radio and TV have made the message portlon
of preaching any doctrine a reality. The computer
has made the federal land tax possible. Sure it
would take staging - but the reality of 100% assess-
ments, fewer assessment divisions and the positive
influence to our economy of POSITIVE taxation instead
of another negative tax being added to. another neg-"
ative tax would be profound - and I believe some.
political aspirant could be made to see the. llght
IF some concentration was given to 1etter-wr1t1ng
and then if Georgists would then cross whatever. po-
litical party line necessary to: glve support to such
a candidate. T s hfﬁwp;

All candidates are floundering w1th the same old
stuff. Only Henry Gecrge offers a new approach '

WANTED - MORE DEBICATED GEQRGISTS s
By PETER R. HUDS(N
the U S‘A'l

In the last issue of the HGI JOURNAL Dr. James
Busey made a plea for more publlolty about the. Geor-
gist. phllOquhy. But the fact remains that Georglsts
are relatively scarce and that those with communlca—
tive talents are even scarcer.

It seéms to me that there is -a need to advance
on two fronts’ 4t the same time. We need to step up
the level of communication with the non-Georglsts on
the widest possible front by exposing contemporary
tnonsense policies" in the fields of property taxa-
tion, trade restrictions, support programs and social

3
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theory.  -We also need to.develop effective means of
putting over the. Georgist philosophy in the simplest
and cheapest possible way. Only by doing this can .
we hope to.increase our mumbers and bring more tal-
ent to the task of promoting our ideas. :

. _As far as the first type of "pitch" is concerned
(attacking fallacies, etc., by letter-writing to
newspapers, eté.) the field is so vast as to appear
daunting and formidable to even the most energetic
enthusiast, But if ‘the individual Georgist feels that

he may get some additional support from people outside
his own area, his enthusiasm may be increased. We
have tried this approach in England and have had some
success, which no "doubt could be repeated here. This
is how it could work: o

. Pirst, all those willing to take part in the
letter-writing program should be asked to notify the
Central Control" of the subjects on which they feel
most competent to write, Participants should then

scan newspapers and magazines of their choice for ar-
ticles andireports to write about. They should write
at least one letter a week until they secure publica~
tion. .They should provide Control with one copy of
the.article criticized and one copy of their letter.

. Control would then reproduce these items in suffici-

ent numbers to all those taking part in the project.

The other participants would then write suitable
follow-ups, preferably adding to the points made ra-
ther than repeating them. Each person writing should
‘also inform the author of the original published let-
ter that he has written. This lets him know to keep
his eye out for the published support. If any of the
letters are published, both the author and Control
should be sent copies. In this way all the authors
see their work in print and Control builds up a his-
tory of achlevement for statistical analysis and for
. encouraging new members. ' S

" A11 this may sound rather elaborate and requires

commitment of time and money. ~Bubt the system does:
work and has the merit of fostering cobperative. ac-




“tion and stlmulatlng a feeling of participation in a
" worthwhile cause: "In addition, Control has an over-
all' picture of what is being done and can make value
judgments as” to where special effort might be direc-
ted at any particular time. In some instances, ‘ef-
fort might not be directed to the press but rather to
Congressmen, councilmen, Governors, etc., in- support

of or opp051tlon to 1eglslat1ve neasures. R

- The second main frent - puttlng over the Georglst
phllosophy'ln effectlve, concise and attractive ‘form -
requlres time to devise formulae and run tests. This
is a rather specialized JOb bv+ one to which many peo=

_ple can no doubt contribute’ 1ueas. I would Tike to
see a number of "packages" devised which could e
used either like direct mail advertising or as’ hand-
outs at meetings. Packages of this kind could also
be advertised and sold., leferent approaches might
be necessary for dlfferent rroups ‘of people, e 8es
students, labor groups, chambers of commerce, ' etc
They should be kept simple. They would not be-a sub-
stitute for the full Georgist course ‘ih ba81c econo-
mics, but they could lead to recrultment

Although ‘there is so much td:be' ‘done, th ere are
ways of making a start. Time, money ‘and+enthusiasm
will be needed and all are in short- supply.-'we must
- try to make the best ise of our limited resdurces to
advance our ideals. What we need to do is to tap the
vast wealth of past experience: of Georgist enthusiasts,
coordinate our efforts and streamllne ‘our administra-
,'tlon. “If by ‘doing ‘these things wé ‘can foster a- strong—
Cer "esprlt de corps" and bring in more recruits, the
effort will be wortawhlle., Our objective should be
‘to get the greatest audience with the grestest econ-
omy of effort. 0ur Number une Job 1s - gettlng the
‘message across‘” -

Before we cah “think of turnlrg to’ today’s mass
media we need a Strong financigl btasis which can only
come from many new ‘recruite. In short, we meed more
dedicated Georglsts - and we. shall have to work hard

to find them'



Vi TUCMONEY SHENANTGANS:
- By’ .SIERE SEVENSTER"
(The wrlter is a leader of the Georglst movement in
. the Netherlands ) rw:ﬂ

Oscar Johannsen in HGI . JOURNAL No. 2: draws atten-

--blon to the manipulation of money. In our Dutch

Georgist journal, Ons-Erfdeel, Sept.-Oct. 1971, I: :
pointed to the fatal conseqnenCes of President leon ]
‘artifices. ; -

y It is frustrating that such items are presented

= as "hot news" while the real trouble - the private ap-
propriation .of: the rent of land - does not come to

the fore. Mr. Johannsen is on the right track but he
does not go all the way. He: claims inflation,to be
‘equivalent to the printing of ever more paper money.
So it is suggested that this printing is the cause of
- inflation, -In'my opinion the creation of still more
money is the result, and the ever-increasing price of
land is the .cause.

_ The covering of money by goods or services in an
‘;3economlca11y sound situation - wages for labor, inter-
~oest for capltal and rent. for the community - causes
'lower prices, due. to- greater production. But today,
. .money paid for 1and is not covered by. goods or ser-
. vices as land is a glft of nature. :

: Once in a whlle governments .are conscious of the
faet that paying money for:land is not right. Our.
National Bank.in the Netherlands is not permitted.to
give money or credit on land values. However,through
other banks and prlvate persons, the 1nvestment in
land continues. The money that is so invested is not
‘covered. by goods and services and is the root of in-
.,;flatlon.;gg_,. : .

R In 1925 Mr A Sevenster pointed out in his pam-~
.phlet "Tand and Money" that on the basis of an inter-
est of 5%, only 1/20th of the price of land (this be-
ing the rent of land) ropresents a real value, while
19/20ths of it is a mere tltlec Here is the true
cause of inflatiom.
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MONEY. IS NOT A COMMODITY

ByﬂWILLIAMxJ.”HARRINGTON

Oscar Johannsen is correct in his article on
tMoney Shenanigans" when he approves a slowing down
- or cessation of the printing of "paper money." The
use of quotation merks indicates that he does not be-
lieve ‘that paper -can be money. ZIarly in ‘his article
'he refers to gold as money which, if true, would e
true of paper. However, neither is ever money. '

~ Money is not an ‘economic entity, but is a clever
" man-made contrivance devised to acquire the wealth of
others, and it is disguised as an article of trade.

Tt needs a real effort to understand money as ‘a
philosophic’ concept, as does the understanding of the
relationshin of material things to the mind, as in
the philosophy of Immanuel Kant vhich states that at
one point in the apprcach to the intellect, sensation
comes first, then perception, then finally conception.

. In our youth we were baught that wampum, courie
shells, ete. were money. Lt was easy then to convince
us that "gold is the very best mcney because 1t always
retains its value," as reputable econo-philosophers
claim. Mr. Johannsen considers gold as money because
of its association with a system for the use of money
as a standard, Most econo-philosophers would consider
gold coins, rather than gold, as mohey, since as a
standard monetary unit they are a measure of value.
They are both part of the monetary system and merely
modify money, a substantive. - ' :

Money is related to natural law -as the natural
prerogative of any individual. It is universal and
abstract. It cannot be used in the absence of ‘a sys=
_ tem for its use, Hence, this country, in its own in-

" terest, should have reverted completely to barter in

193L, or established a new monetary system (when it
destroyed the old one) - widch did-not occur. '

o0



A NEW ANGLE ON '":iéHE' 'ﬁRﬁG PROBLEM

By MILTON NORWALK _
The drug problem in the U S., eSpe01ally in New
York ‘and other big cities, - has come to be 1ooked on
as an unalloyed evil, =

But look at it in another light., Suppose there
were, no drugs like heroin and LSD to allev1ate the
miseries of poverty and the cruel senseless slaughter
of war - then people, instead of turning their feel-
ings of wrath and frustration against themselves in
a fit of masochistic euphoria, would resort either
to nlhlllsm or dictatorship. We could end up either
with fascism or communism or anarchism.. The man on
horseback would rule.

What can be the feelings of the drug addict who

has klcked the habit? He goés out to lock for a Jobj
there is none. ‘He looks for a clean place to live and
finds a rat-infested hovel. What does he do now w1th-

out dope . to fall back on° God only knows' ,

-PROPERTY TAX (contd from page 1)

but 1t Was too 1ate in. the stormy days before ad-
Journment to get very far - but the step was taken!

Members of the Henry George Institute added
their influence in a letter-writing campaign spon-
sored by the Institute. Letters were written to the
press and to legislators, Many letters to the press
were printed, among them by William O'Connor, W. E,
Pereira, James L, Busey, Anthony J. Thomas, Bruno
Fichert, Gaston Haxo, Benjamin F. Smith and others.
Letters to legislators were sent and acknowledgments
“received by Edith Reichert, Emanuel Mandel Je F,
Enrlght and others.

Our voice could very well have helped in turn-
ing the tide. Never discount the influence of a
word or deed., Do continue to speak outl

P
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THE RELIGIOUS BASIS OF THE GEORCIST PHILOSOPHY

By ROBERT CLANCY

The term "religious" is not guite adequate as
it has too many connotations and connections with

' creeds, cults and churches: ‘Yet it seems to be the

most available term implying the deepest premises on
which our philosophy is based - ovr "ultimate con-
. cerns", as Paul Tillich defined- rellglon.

At a HGI meetlng on April 26 a cr:r'oup of members
sought to express what was the sovrce of our drive,
- .our most basic motivation as "Ceorgists." We want
an economic reform -""to gbolishi all taxation save
that upon land values" < but it is promoted with en-
thusiasm by its adherents because of something more -
an ethical, a phllosonhlcal a "religious" goal,

The group of members cffered the following:,
The basis of the Georgist philosophy is what Jeffer-
son called "the laws of Naturel!s God." Georgets

. . orientation was spiritual; his conviction was strong

that an Intelligence rules the universe and that we
need only discover and obey the laws governing our
well-being. in order .to thrive and progress. - There

is also a belief in the reasoning power of man to
discover these laws; also a belief in the basic good-
ness of man - that he needs only freedom and justice
,in order for his higher capacities to unfold.

Basic justice requires that all men have equal
access to the resources of nature and that they be
guaranteed the freedom to enJoy the fruits of their
_labor. For social needs there is a fund provided
by Nature -.the rent of land. - and this must be ..

" taken by 8001ety, leav1ng individuls untaxed on their
production. ... ~ : :

George did not systematically expound the reli-
gious side of his teaching, but it is there -~ indeed
it recurs more strongly in his later writings =~ and
scattered throughout his writings are indications of
th* 5. foundation. Here are some quotes:- - »
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"Man has but set his. feet on the first step of
an infinite progress.., Man is an animal; but he is
an animal plus something else. He is the mythic
earth-tree, whose roots are in the ground, but whose
topmost branches may blossom in the heavensit

-"The law of human progressy ‘what is it but the
moral Law?, ¢o Liberty means Justice, and Justice is
the Natural Law."

-= Progress and Poverty

- "That justice is the highest quality in the .
moral hlerarchy I do not say; but that it is the
first. ' That which is above justice must be based .
on justice, and include justice, and be reached
through justice... Until the eternal justice is. .
perceived, the eternal love must be hidden.t

-~ Social Problems =~

"Here is the conclusion of the whole matter:

That we should do unto others as we would have them
do to.us - that we should respéct the rights of’
others as scrupulously as wé would have our own -
rights respected, is not a mere counsel of perfec-
tion to 1nd1v1duals, but it is the law to which we
must conform social institutions and national pol-
icy if we should secure the b1e531ngs of abundance_-
and peace.“ s :

g -— Protectlon or Free Trade

"We hold that: The world is the creatlon of God
The men brought into it for the brief period of their
earthly lives are the equal creatures of his bounty,
the equal subjects. of his- provident care." :
" == The Condition of Labor

"hy is it that some things always coexist with
other things? and that some things always follow o-
ther things? The Mohammedan will answer: tIt is the
will of God.® The man of our Western civilization
will answer: It is a law of nature.! The phrase -
is different but the answer one,"

~= The Science of Political Economy




PROGRESS OF THE INSTITUTE

Voting for the Board of Directors and the Nom-
inations Committee for the comlng year (July 1,
1972 -.June 30, 1973) is now in progress, Results
will be ‘annownced at the annual dinner and meeting
to be held Thursday, June 15 at the 7th Regiment .
Armory in New York.

Two meetings were held earlier this year at
Freedom House, One was on Februery 2k, celebrating
the first anpiversary of the Institute and the 99th
birthday of Oscar H. Celger, there was also a sym—-
posium on "Democraty vs. Socialism in Chile"™ with’
William A. Camargo, Bolivar Roaﬁlguez and Fugen H.
Michaels, On April 26, a discussion was led by.
Robert Clancy_on "The Rellglous Easis of the Geor-
gist Philosophy" (sece page 10). There was also a
comparison of the teachings of Teilhard de Chardin
and Oscar H. Geiger presented by William A, Camar-

go (to be reported in a later issue),

Mabel L, Rees and Neva and Roma Bianco, after
many years of Georglst proselytizing at the Commun-
ity Church in New York, hed a full-column article
in The Community News publlshed by the Church. Rob-
ert Clancy was guest speaker at a meeting of the
Communitarians at this Church on May 21 (initiated
by William O!Connor).

An interesting visitor’ to our Headquarters was
Michael Silagi of Munich, W. Germany, a young man.
preparing for his PhD. degree. He has chosen as his.
theme Henry George's 1nf1uence in Europe, espécially
England, Germany and Hungary.

Phyllis Post,  granddaughter of the famous Geor-
gist Louis F, Post, has contributed to the Institute
a collection of books and mementos fromhis l"brqry,
a valued acqulsltlon. :

A successful term of S>anlsh classes at Xav1er '
High School and’'a full scheol year of the three ba-
sic courses in Jackson Heights, are now concluding.
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