
INTRODUCTION.

HARLES THE FIFTH once said that the
sun never set on his empire. We Socialists
may apply these words to our movement, and

say that the sun never sets on the countries in which
the red banner floats."

With these words the éloquent Belgian deputy,
Emile Vandervelde, opened the International Socialist
Congress, held in Stuttgart in 1907. It was not an

empty boast. The Socialist movement is as wide as
the world. In Europe its power is felt alike in the
highly civilized central and northern countries, in auto¬
cratie Russia, in apathetic Spain and in the backward
Balkan principalities and kingdoms. The "red spec-
ter" has invaded the Celestial empire, Persia and
Japan; Transvaal and the Australian colonies; the
South American republics and the Dominion of Can¬
ada. The United States is fast becoming a strong-
hold of the new doctrine.

The gospel of Socialism is preached in more than
sixty tongues. Its creed is accepted by thirty million
persons.

A movement of such magnitude and universality
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could not spring up without a cause, or continue with-
out a mission. To scoff at it is futile. To ignore it is
folly. It must be faced. It should be understood.

And Socialism can be understood very readily. De-
spite ail assertions to the contrary, the mainsprings of
the movement are quite obvious, its philosophy is ex-

ceedingly simple and its program is very definite.


