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or collecting dung. We are here, that is all; and like other animals we
do what our native capacities and our environment permit of our doing.
Our achievement, when we compare it with that of cows and elephants,
is remarkable. They automatically make dung; we collect it and turn it
into fuel. It is not something to be depressed about; it is something to
be proud of. Still, in spite of the consolations of philosophy, I remained
pensive.

Cawnpore

From Jesting Pilate

FroM its advertisements much may be learned of a nation’s character
and habits of thought. The following brief anthology of Indian adver-
tisements is compiled from newspapers, magazines, medical catalogues,
and the like. Several of the most characteristic specimens are taken from
the Cawnpore Congress Guide, an official publication intended for the
use of delegates and interested visitors. It is with one of these appeals
to India’s most enlightened public that I make a beginning.

Beget a son and Be Happy by using the SON BIRTH PILLS,
my special secret Hindu Shastrick preparation, according to direc-
tions. Ladies who have given birth to daughters only wiLL SURELY
HAVE SONS NEXT, and those who have sons MUST HAVE MALE ISSUES
ONCE AGAIN by the Grace of God. Fortunate persons desirous of
begetting sons are bringing this marvelous Something into use for
brightening their dark homes and making their lives worth their
living. It is very efficacious and knows no failure. Self-praise is no
recommendation. Try and be convinced. But if you apply, mention-
ing this publication, with full history of your case, along with a con-
sultation fee ot Rupees Ten (Foreign one guinea) only giving your
“Word of Honor” to give me a SUITABLE REWARD (naming the
amount) according to your means and position in life, just on the
accomplishment of your desire in due course of time, you can have
the same Free, ABSOLUTELY FREE. Act immediately, for this FREE
OFFER may not remain open indefinitely.

Here are some pleasing Hair-oil advertisements from various sources:
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Dr.——'s Scented Almond Oil. Best preparation to be used as
hair oil for men who do mental work. The effects of almond oil on
brain are known to everybody.

Jabukusum is a pure vegetable oil, to which medicinal ingredients
and the perfume have been added to prevent all affectations (sic) of
the hair and the brain.

There are several panaceas on the Indian market. There is, for exam-
ple, Sidda Kalpa Makaradhwaja which “is a sure and infallible specific
for all Diseases, and it never fails to effect a satisfactory cure in the
patient, be his ailment whatever it may. Among the various discases
amenable to its administration, to state a few, are the following: Debility,
general or nervous, including Nervous Prostration, due to whatever cause,
Loss of Memory, Giddiness and Insanity . . . Asthma and Consumption,
all stomach troubles . . . Cholera . . . all Kidney and Bladder Troubles
. . . all Acute and Chronic Venereal Diseases . . . Leprosy of all kinds,
White, Black, Red, etc. . . . Rheumatism, Paralysis, Epilepsy . . . Hysteria,
Sterility . . . and all Fevers, including Malaria, Pneumonia, Influenza,
and such other poisonous ones.”

Not a bad medicine, but I prefer the “Infallible Cure for Incurable
Diseases, Habits, and Defects” advertised in the Cawnpore Guide. The
announcement runs as follows:

I have discovered the natural system of cure for all diseases,
habits, defects, failings, etc., without the use of deleterious and
pernicious drugs or medicines. Being Scientific, it is absolutely safe,
simple, painless, pleasant, rapid, and infallible. Diseases like hysteria,
epilepsy, theumatism, loss of memory, paralysis, insanity and mania;
addiction to smoking, opium, drink etc.; impotence, sterility, adultery,
and the like can be radically cured duly by My System. Come to me
after everyone else has failed to do you good. I guarantee a cure in
every case undertaken. Every case needs to be treated on its special
merits, and so applicants should furnish me with the complete history
of the health of the patient and general occupation from birth, height,
measurement over chest or bust, waist and hips, and a photograph
with as little dress on as possible, along with a consultation fee of
Rupees Five, without which no replies can be sent.

If the buying of a postal order were not so insuperable a nuisance, I
should send five rupees to get the details of the adultery cure. So much
cheaper than divorce.
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The following are characteristic of a large class of Indian advertisements:
WONDERFUL WORK! ! !
Works wonders in the earthly pleasure.
MARAD MITRA LAPE
Will make you a man in one day
MARAD MITRA YAKUTI

Renews all your lost vigor and enables you to enjoy the pleasure with
increased delights. Try once. 1 Bottle Rs. 10. 5 Bottle Rs. 5.

FREE! FREE! |

Do you want “Secret of Happiness from Conjugal Encounter”
and “Good Luck”? If so, apply for the illustrated literature to

The enormous number of such advertisements testifies to the disastrous
effect on Indian manhood of the system of child marriages. The effects, as
Gandhi has pointed out in his autobiography, would probably be still
. worse if it were not for the fact that Hindu girl wives generally spend at
least half the year with their own parents, away from their schoolboy
husbands.

The testimonials of Indian sufferers relieved by patent medicines are
generally of a most lyrical character, and the oddity of the English in which
they are written gives them an added charm. Here is one from an Indian
Christian:

I can say really the medicine is sent by Lord Jesus Christ
to the sinful world to save the poor victims from their dreadful
diseases. In my 8 years’ experience in medical line I have come across
many preparations of medicine, but I have not seen such a wonderful
medicine as ——. Please send 10 phials more.

Another pious gentleman writes:

I am living to see that I am what I am by the wonderful cure
these pills wrought in me by the Grace of God, who I think has put
the wisdom of preparing such pills into the head of our Venerable
Pundit —.

Another has “no hesitation in recommending it to the suffering
humanity.”
Yet another writes as follows:
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Several of my friends and myself have been using your
for over four months for Influenza, Lumbago, Dyspepsia, Syphilis,
Rheumatism and Nervous Debility with complete success. There has
not been a case in which it failed. I will call it an Ambrosia.

The classical allusion is elegant and apt. One is not surprised to find that
the author of the testimonial is a Bachelor of Arts.

Fashions in Love

From Do What You Will

HumMman nature does not change, or, at any rate, history is too short for
any changes to be perceptible. The earliest known specimens of art and
literature are still comprehensible. The fact that we can understand them
all and can recognize in some of them an unsurpassed artistic excellence
is proof enough that not only men’s feelings and instincts but also their
intellectual and imaginative powers, were in the remotest times precisely
what they are now. In the fine arts it is only the convention, the form, the
incidentals that change: the fundamentals of passion, of intellect and
imagination remain unaltered.

It is the same with the arts of life as with the fine arts. Conventions and
traditions, prejudices and ideals and religious beliefs, moral systems and
codes of good manners, varying according to the geographical and histori-
cal circumstances, mold into different forms the unchanging material of
human instinct, passion, and desire. It is a stiff, intractable material—
Egyptian granite, rather than Hindu bronze. The artists who carved the
colossal statues of Rameses II may have wished to represent the Pharaoh
standing on one leg and waving two or three pairs of arms over his head,
as the Indians still represent the dancing Krishna. But with the best will
in the world they could not have imposed such a form upon the granite.
Similarly, those artists in social life whom we call statesmen, moralists,
founders of religions, have often wished to mold human nature into forms
of superhuman elegance; but the material has proved too stubborn for
them, and they have had to be content with only a relatively small altcra-
tion in the form which their predecessors had given it. At any given his-
torical moment human behavior is a compromise (enforced from without
by law and custom, from within by belief in religious or philosophical
myths) between the raw instinct on the one hand and the unattainable



