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The sponsors of the foregoing plan of proposed legislation
for the State of New York have also worked out an amend-
ment to the United States Constitution, so as to apply the
same idea to our Federal needs,

PROPOSED U.S. CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

The 2nd, 3rd and 4th words (and direct taxres) shall be
deleted from the 3rd paragraph of Article 1, Section 2.*

Paragraph 4 of Article 1, Section 9 (Beginning with the
words, “No capitation or other direct tax’) shall be deleted
and in its stead shall be substituted the following: “The
Congress shall have power to levy and collect taxes on the
value of any and all land in the United States, its territories,
possessions, and District of Columbia, excluding the value
of improvements.”

Anyone interested in the complete draft and explanation
of the proposed legislation, or in the program for putting
it into effect, in the State of New York or elsewhere, should
write to the American Association for Scientific Taxation,
care of LAND anp FREEDOM.

Frederic Cyrus Leubuscher

REDERIC CYRUS LEUBUSCHER passed away
August 18, at his home in Essex Fells, New Jersey.
While prominent in many walks of civic and political life,
his greatest repntation was as a life-long advocate of the
Georgeist philosophy. We can think of no better way of
paying tribute to his memory than to present the accounts
of him which follow, each of which shows a different side
of his life and work. One account is from a featured
obituary of Mr. Leubuscher in a local newspaper. The other

two are by close friends of the man-—Charles H. Ingersoll
and Joseph H. Fink.

The Life of Leubuscher

(From the Caldwell and Verona News)

Mr. Leubuscher was born (in 1858) in New York. He was the
son of Louis Mortimer Lcubuscher and Catherine Horner. His
father, while a student at the University of Berlin, took part in the
Revolution of 1848-40. He was taken a prisoner, but later escaped
and came to New York.

Frederic was a graduate of the New York public schools, College
of the City of New York and of Columbia University. He started
the practice of law in. 1884 and continued active in that profession
until two months before he died. For many years he was chairman
of the Municipal Court Committee of the New York County Lawyers
Association and was a member of the Judiciary Committee of that

*As thus amended, the paragraph wonld read, ‘‘Representatives (deleted
portion) shall be apportioned among the several States which may be included
within this Union,-according td their respective Numbers, etc.’’

body. In 1909 he was chairman of the Municipal Democracy that
nominated Judge Gaynor for the mayoralty.

When Henry George ran for mayor in 1886, Mr. Leubuscher
supported him, and at the close of the campaign, wrote a history of
it in collaboration with Louis F. Post, who later became assistant
Sccretary of Labor under Wilson.

He had been connected with Single Tax activities for over fifty
years, and was for many years president of the Manhattan Single
Tax Club and head of the Society to Lower Rents and Reduce Taxes
on Homes, a Single Tax affiliate.

Shortly after moving to Essex Fells, he ran for the Borough
Council and was elected on the Democratic ticket in 1920. Mayor
Sylvester H. Williams named him as chairman of the finance and
law committee. In 1925, he was elected president of the Council,
and reelected in 1926. )

Mr. Leubuscher was also a member at one time of the New York
Free Trade Club, having served on the executive board with
Theodore Roosevelt.

The Religion of Leubuscher
By CHARLES H. INGERSOLL

Qur friend Frederic C. Lcubuscher, was a personal acquaintance
and ardent admirer of my namesake and rclative—the agnostic,
Robert G. Ingersoll. And one of the lifelong ties that liave bound
Fred Leubuscher and myself, and our families, has been a heterdox
religious faith. I use the words “religious faith” advisedly; by that
I mcan that we Jiave religion and that we have faith.

I think my thoughts now may be considered that of Leubuscher
and Ingersoll—as well as many friends here assembled—when 1
assert a belief that is different from the common concept—in a
God of Order and a God of Nature, whose Divine Purpose compre-
hends all of his two billion children on Earth, as distinguished
from a special interest in individuals and sects, in their affairs and
their creeds.

My earliest mcmory of Fred Leubuscher—back in the early 1880’s
—was on the platform of the Masonic Temple at 23rd Street and
Sixth Avenue, New York, at one of the meetings of the Reverend
Hugh O. Pentecost, a Preacher of the Gospel—of a Gospel also
immortalized by Father Edward McGlynn, in whose career Mr.
Leubuscher was vitally interested. I refer to the Gospel of the
Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man.

This Gospel changes a narrow orthodoxy which panders to human
peccadilloes and denies, by implication at least, that a Creator could
have but one design in creation, to that of the possession, by all of his
children, of an earth, with its usufruct, as Jefferson called it, stored
with an abundance for all peoples’ sustension.

And this religion goes further—it includes the optimistic—becanse
it is better grounded—faith and hope. A faith and hope supportew
by history, authority and reason, that one day, when so-called
Christian Civilization has run its tragic course of economic illiteracy
and destruction, this usufruct—or rent—of the earth will be recovered
to all the people, and thus realize, in its highest terms, Jeffersonian
Democracy. This was the religious faith of Fred Leubuscher.

Fred Leubuscher’s life has been long and faithful; wonderfully
balanced between the practical and the ideal; between the truly
spiritual and that which is scientifically applied; between the hard
grind of the work of today and a vision of the morrow that may
still be a hundred years from realization.

His philosophy was not the kind that demanded either plaudits or
continuous support; he was schooled in that rare reserve expressed
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by Tom Johnson, who warned his co-workers against expecting
encouragement during their generation.

What actuates a life such as Fred Leubuscher’s? To the unobsery-
ing it may be a variety of human characteristics. But we who have
known him for these decades know that a man who for three score
years and more, literally lived with an ideal, must have possessed
a democratic and catholic love of humanity, an accurate sense of
justice, and a keen discernment between nature’s way and the way
of men. And finally, a practical determination to put dreams into
practice.

The Practicality of Leubuscher
By JOSEPH H. FINK

About forty vears ago, I undertook to act as chairman of the
committee on outdoor meetings of the Manhattan Single Tax Club.
Shortly thereafter, the question of a new president for the club
came up. Mr. Leubuscher agreed to accept the presidency if I
would take on the duties of secretary. To this I agreed. Leubuscher
then asked me what his duties were to be. I told him that the duties
of the President would be to preside at all the meetings and pay
the expenses when there was no money in the treasury. “I accept,”
said he.

The political parties in Harlem, realizing that the Single Tax
meetings were educating the public, made every effort to stop these
street-corner meetings. Through their influence, the Chief Inspector
of the Police Department gave orders that the meetings must cease.
We appealed to him on several occasions but he insisted that they
could only be conducted if a permit were issued, and that no permits
would be granted. He made all sorts of statements to the effect that
it was a violation of law to carry on street corner meetings.

Mr. Leubuscher and myself called on the Chief Inspector at his
office at Police Headquarters for a show-down. Mr. Leubuscher
insisted that the Inspector point out to him what sections of the law
he referred to. After much discussion to and fro, the Inspector said
that street corner meetings were a nuisance and they were stopped
because of complaints. Mr. Leubuscher then told me to discontinue
the meetings, and at the same time told the Inspector that when the
political campaigns opened, he would have persons attend the meet-
ings and make complaint to the police that they were a nuisance.
Looking the Chief in the eves, he said, “And if you don’t stop these
meetings, I will prefer charges against vou to the Police Commission-
er.” Mr. Leubuscher was about five feet four and the Inspector six
feet two. He looked down at Mr. Leubuscher with his jaw stuck
out and said in a bombastic voice, “Do you mean that?” “Yes,”
replied Leubuscher. The Inspector changed his attitude and said
“All right, go ahead and run your meetings, but keep away from
34th Street and Broadway.” (These corners were perhaps the
busiest in the entire city, and it would be impractical for anyone to
attempt to hold meetings there.)

During his long and useful career, Leubuscher always stood for
principle first and never was a compromisor.

* * *

No account of Fred Leubuscher would be complete with-
out mention of the frequent contributions during his lifetime
to the various Georgeist activities, including LAND AND
Freepom. He was exceptionally generous to the Henry
George School of Social Science, of which he was a Trustee,
having left the School a bequest of $3,000, in addition to
large amounts bestowed upon that organization before his
death.

Thus Spake the Prophets
By JACOB SCHWARTZMAN

ILLENIUMS before Henry George appeared in

world, the little world of the Hebrews, huddled on
Asiatic Mediterranean, produced those early rebels ag
tyranny and injustice, known as the Prophets. St
with Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel, and continuing wi
twelve “minor” Prophets, this scorned and perse
minority boldly cried out against the corruption and
bridled luxury of the judges, kings, priests and lan
on the one hand, and the stark poverty engulfing the
of the Hebrew people on the other., Throughout the
misery and war prevailed, blood ran like water, fac
opposed one another—and neighboring countries, sensi
“kill,” warred incessantly against the “chosen childr

God,” who, led by their corrupt leaders, gave more a
ance of descent from the devil.

The great Isaiah—who may be considered a predec
of Henry George—seeing the chaos, and witnessing

relentless pressure of the insatiate landlords, cried o
despair:

Woe unto those that cause house to join on h
bring field near to field, till there is no more room, so

they may be left alone as the inhabitants in the mi
the land!

Therefore are my people led into exile, for want
knowledge; and their honorable men suffer of fa
and their multitudes are panting with thirst,

Lamenting the poverty-stricken condition of the poor,
did Henry George, Isaiah bitterly denounces their opp
sors:

.O my people! thy leaders cause thee to err, and
direction of thy paths they corrupt.

The Lord is stepped forth to plead, and standeth
to judge the people.

The Lord will enter into judgment with the ancie
this people and their princes; but ye—ye have eaten
the vineyard ; the plunder of the poor is in your ho

What mean ye that ye crush my people, and grind
the faces of the poor? saith the Lord the Eternal of

What liberal newspaper of today would dare to ac
the intrenched power of the possessors of the land
such vehemence? What prophet of today denounces
the same lofty motive the ill-gotten gains of the few?

Speaking with a voice of thunder, the majestic P
continues

Woe unto those that decree decrees of unrighteou
and the writers who write down wrongful things;



