Individual and Common
Rights i1n Land

The land is the common heritage of the people and all men
have natural and equal rights in land. By the term land is
meant all natural resources,

Subject always to these natural and equal rights in land and
to this- common ownership, there are certain specific rights
that the individual can and must enjoy.

These rights properly enjoyed by individuals are:
f. The right to secure exclusive oceupation of land.
2. The right to the exclusive use of land occupied.
3. The right to the free transfer of land according to the
Iaws of the country.
4. The right to transmit land by inheritance.

These individual rights de not include any right to:

1. Use land in a mahner contrary to the common good
of all, eg., in such a manner as to destroy or impair
the common heritage.

2. Appropriate what economists call the Economic Rent
of land.

The Economic Rent is the annual value attaching to the
land alone apart from any improvements therecn created by
labour. This value is created by the existence of and the
functioning of the whole community and is sometimes called
the community value of land. This community value is
created by the whole community wherein the individual lives
and is in justice the property of the community. To allow
this value to be appropriated by individuals enables land
to be used nof only for the production of wealth but as an
instrument of oppression of man by man, leading to the
gravest social consequences that are everywhere evident,

All men have natural and equal rights in land.- Those rights
may be exercised in two ways:.
1. By holding land as individuals and/ or
2. Sharing in the common use of the economic rent of
land.



This community created economic rent (the annual value
of land) can be collected for the use of the community by the
same machinery as that by which taxes are now collected.
This is what we mean by the policy of Land Value Taxation.
Were this community created land value collected, taxation
that now penalises industry, thrift and enterprise and stlﬂes
production could be abolished.

To deny the validity of common rtghts in land—in practice
if not theory—is characteristic of that disorder of natural
society commonly called Monopolistic Capitalism. To deny
the necessity of individual rights is characteristic of modern
Communism. ) ,

We assert that the exercise of both common and individual
rights in land is essential to a society based on justice. But
the rights of individuals in natural resources are limited by the
just rights of the community. Those who begin by denying
the existence of common rights in Iand end by creating a
condition of society wherein the exercise of individual rights
becomes impossible for the great mass of the people.

Similar Declarations, embodying this Manifesto, are in

circulation in Danish, Esperanto, French, German, Italian,

Portuguese and Spanish. Copies are obtainable, free, on
application to the Publishers:
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