4. The Declaration of Independence

It appearing in the course of these debates, that the colonies of New.
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland,” and "South
Carolina were not yet matured for falling from the parent stem, but that
‘they were fast advancing to that state, it was thought most prudent to
wait a while for them, and to postpone the final decision to July 1st;
but, that this might occasion as little delay as possible, a committée was
appointed, to’ prepate a Declaration of Independence. The committee
, Adams, Dr. Franklin, Koger Sherman, Robert R. Livingston,
and myself. Commitices were also appointed, at the same time, to pre-
pare a plan of confederation for the colonies, and to state the terms
proper to be proposed for foreign alliance. The committee for drawing
the Dedlaration of Independence, desired me to do it. It was accordingly
done, and being approved by them, I reported it to ‘the House on
Friday, the 28th of June, when it was read, and ordered to lie on the
table. On Monday, the 1st of July, the House resolved itself into a com-
mitfee of the whole, and resumed the consideration of the original
* motion made by the delegates of Virginia, which, being again debated

through the day, was carried in the affrmative by the votes of New
Hampshire, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Rhode  Island, New "Jersey,
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina and’ Georgia. South Carolina and -
Pennsylvania' vo

. ia' voted against it. . . . The committee rose and reported
 Yhoie seschitin to the Hose. Mr. Edward Rutledge, of South Carolins,
then requested the determination might be put off to the next day, as he
believed his ‘colleagues, though they disapproved of the resolution, -
would then join in it for the sake of unanimity. The ultimate question,
whether the House would agree to the resolution of the commiftee, was -
accordingly ‘postponed to’ the next day, when it was again moved. . . .
The whole twelve colonies who were authorized to vote at all gave their
voices for it; and within a few days, _the convention of New York
approvedofit.... s o
~ Congress proceeded the same day to consider the Declaration of
Independence. ... ‘ - ‘

their res;

" The pusillanimous idea that we had friends- in England worth keeping
terms with, still haunted the minds. of many. For. this reason, those
passages which conveyed censures on the people of England were struck
out, lest they. should give them offence. The clause too, reprobating the
enslaving the inhabitants of Africa, was struck out in .complaisance to
South -Carolina: and- Georgia, who had never attempted to restrain the
importation of slaves, and who, on the contrary, still wished to continue
it. Our northern brethren also, I believe, felt a little tender under those
censures; for though their people had very few slaves themselves, . yet
they had been pretty considerable carriers.of them to others. The debates,
having ‘taken up the greater parts of the 2d, 3d, and 4th days of July,
were, on- the evening of the last, closed; the Declaration was reported by
the committee, agreed to by the House, and signed by every member
present, ‘except Mr. Dickinson. . .. : o . .- -



