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of industry, which are raw materials and land; and we vio-
late the sacredness of property rights by permitting the
government to confiscate the property of the individual
through taxation of the fruits of his industry.

By increasing the rental charge for the privilege of land
ownership, we can break monopoly and abolish taxation,
and thus bring into agreement the theory and practice of
our system of production. Then we shall have a system
of production in accordance with the principles of liberty
upon which this nation was founded, a system infinitely
superior to any form of socialism, which denies the liberty
of the individual. Joun L. CobMAN, in the Freeman.

THE new school of politics stands for utilizing every bit
of land for the benefit of the entire community, and for
going forward and preventing monopolies of land, as well
as monopoly of any other necessity of life. Read your party’s
platform and see that there is a satisfactory rent plank in
it. Vote accordingly.

F. H. LAGUARDIA, in N. Y. Evening Journal.

Music and Taxation

CCORDING to The Mail of July 1, the Mitcham
Brass Band is likely to be broken up on account of
the demands made by the Federal taxation authorities.
‘The band has been in existence since 1902, and its services
have been freely available for patrioticand charitable causes.
Not any of the bandsmen derive any monetary benefit
from the band. Recently the Federal Taxation Depart-
ment demanded the appointment of a public officer to deal
with taxation affairs, and insisted that income tax returns
should be sent in by the band. Not one of the members
would undertake the clerical work demanded by the taxa-
tion authorities, and consequently the department intimated
that it would use the power conferred by the Act, and ar-
bitrarily appoint a public officer to do the work associated
with the keeping of the band accounts and the sending in
of the returns. The outcome is that the secretary has
resigned, and not one of the members will accept the posi-
tion. The reason given is “ they could not see why their
leisure hours should be spent in compiling useless figures
for a department which seems to have set its mind on
breaking up such a body. There is now a big possibility
of the band becoming defunct.”” The bandsmen are justi-
fied in the stand they are taking. The raising of revenue
by means of an income tax is a cumbersome and costly
method. It is a tax on the industry of the people, and it
is pleasing to know that this fact is being realized. It is
is cases like the Mitcham Band which emphasize the need for
a change in our taxation system.
Peoples Advocate, Adelaide, So. Australia.

HeNDRIK VAN LoON blames the “all-to-sudden intro-
duction of machinery” for the wretched poverty of Europe,
but doesn't say what caused the proverty that afflicted the
world. before the machines were invented.

—H. M. H.

Recalls Thomas Spence

PROBLEM clearly stated is more than half solved.

That problem, the Economic Problem, the Labor
Problem, the Social Problem—the name matters not
—it is the thing itself that counts—was clearly stated by
Lincoln, back in 1858 when he said:

*That is the real issue. That is the issue that will
continue in this country long after our poor tongues have
been silent forever. It is the eternal struggle between
Right and Wrong. It is the Spirit that says, ‘ You toil
and work and earn bread and I'll eat it." ”

How true! The poor do all the hard, rough work, while
the rich do not work at all, although they have abundance.
They get without labor what the masses of the people earn
without getting. How do they get it? Simply by crooked
taxation! As Goldsmith says, *“ Laws rob the poor while
rich men make the laws.” He also says, ‘“The robes that
wrap their limbs in silken sloth, have robbed the neighbor-
ing fields of half their growth."”

The man who first solved this problem in America was
Henry George when he wrote, ‘' Progress and Poverty’ or
Increase of Want with the Increase of Wealth, and the
remedy, the Single Tax Idea.

All objections against it are answered in the book itself
long before the objections are made.

But George was not the first to see that poverty has
its root in crooked taxation that takes from the mouth
of labor the bread it earns, instead of taking or taxing the
unearned increment of Land Values. Back in 1795, there
was an Englishman, an ex-teacher and a member of the
Philosophical Society of Newcastle, Thomas Spence, who
saw the same truth. Of him, some poet wrote:

‘“ All Nature’s laws, he freely, clearly scanned
And found the summum bonum in the land.

He found that Justice, rooted in the earth,

Gave men new Rights and Liberty new birth.
That man, that Honest man, was Thomas Spence,
Whose genius, judgment, wit and common sense
Confounded all the learning of the schools,

And showed that statesmen are but learned fools;
That priests preach future worlds of joy and bliss,
To rob the weak and cheat the poor in this.

Or else their motto and their cry would be

‘ Let all be equal and let all be free!’ "’

That's it! Equal so far as all having an interest in the
earth, the land, the source of Jobs, of Wealth, of Life, of
everything, and the Single Tax as fast as we can get it,
little by little, will restore to the proletariat, the disin-
herited, their interest in the earth.

Let those who see this great truth, preach it, teach it,
get people thinking about it, discussing it till all shall seeit.
Let none falter who thinks he is in the Right for only the

Truth can set us Free.
W. D. LamMB, in the Hobo News.



