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are also authorized to declare such unused land as they
may designate available for cultivation and anyone may
make application, upon payment of a fee, not to exceed
one dollar, to cultivate a garden plot.

“One feature of the legislation is that a landowner
who cannot prove to the satisfaction of the authorities
that he is going to make his land productive either by
erecting a building on it within the year, or by other
use, must allow his land to be used, and cannot claim
any compensation for its use. At the same time he has
to pay the taxes assessed upon the land, even though
he gets no revenue from what may be grown on his
land. For the cultivators are to be entitled to every-
thing that they grow.

“In the case of those on relief, it is mandatory that
they shall apply for a plot and cultivate it, but there is
to be no reduction in the amount of their vouchers
because of such additional income. The idea is that
their labor shall supplement public relief and that any
increase in the cost of living, entailing shrinkage in the
purchasing power of vouchers, will be thereby compen-
sated. The public authority will provide seed, fertilizer,
small tools and shanties for storing them, supervision and
caretaking of the plots, and will do the first ploughing
and breaking up of virgin soil.”

Great Britain

A MisconcerTioN CorRECTED—The Editors of Land and
Liberty wish to correct a notion prevalent among Americans
with respect to the British Government’s war-time power
to confiscate all property except land. The Emergency
Powers Act reads: “Defence Regulations may . . .
authorize (i) the taking of possession or control, on be-
half of His Majesty, of any property or undertaking;
(i) the acquisition, on behalf of His Majesty, of any
property other than land.”

Land and Liberty explains this provision as follows:

“The Regulation means that the Government may take
possession or control of any property including land;
but that in taking power to acquire, that is to purchase, any
property, land is excepted. This is a wise precaution
because it will obviate any large scale land purchases
at the monopoly prices which the Government would
be bound to pay. It prevents what might have been a
huge land racket, if owners had been able to demand
payment of the market price by the Government. Where
it is a question of taking possession of land for defence
purposes, the only compensation the Government need
pay is the rent which the owners are now deriving from
it.  When the land is no longer required for defence
purposes it will revert to the owner, and nothing will
have happened to prevent the operation of land value
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taxation, when that does take effect, applying to land
holdings everywhere.”

EpucarionaL ActiviTies—The Henry George Founda-
tion of Great Britain has recently printed two new
“The Real Meaning of Free Trade” and
“The Future is to the Gangster—Unless”, which latter
contains Henry George’s “Rights of Man”. These are
offered at a special rate in quantities to those who can
effectively use them in select groups and organizations.

Spring classes of the Henry George Schools have
gotten under way at Glasgow, Yorkshire and Liverpool,
as well as at London. Mr. W. E. Fox, School leader at
Battersea, is also Minister in the local Battersea “Parlia-
ment”, where he introduced a Bill for the Taxation of
Land Values on February 29.

Australia

GeorGelsT Book CLus—The Australian proponent of the
Liberty Readers’ Book Club (to which considerable at-
tention was given in the last issue of LAND AND FREEDOM ),
under the pen-name of “Libertas”, has recently circu-
larized Georgeist publications throughout the world to
give the matter earnest and urgent attention. “The
Book Club”, he says, “when established, will furnish
yet another pillar of the Georgean edifice in the realin
of practical application of the Georgean method.” The
Standard, of Sydney, which was the first to call the pro-
posal to the attention of Georgeists, in its February 15
issue made another appeal for the formation of the
Club. It warned Georgeists that the movement “has
allowed such organizations as the Left Book Club to
hold the field without putting forward a sufficient stream
of counter-availing literature to offset the flood of falsc
and harmful theory the people so eagerly read in the
absence of the truth. That is the cause for the Liberty;
Readers’ Book Club.” ?

NatioNnaL CoNFERENCE—An Australian National Con-\‘
ference, convened by the New South Wales School of
Social Science, was held at Newport, N. S. W, January
19 to 22. Many delegates were present from nearly all
the Australian States. Different aspects of the Georgeist|
philosophy were discussed, and plans for action were
considered. As a supplement to the information supplied
in the speeches at this Conference, the Editor of the|
People’s Advocate presented a world-wide survey of the
progress made towards land value taxation in various
countries. This paper required much research and is an|
important contribution, since much of the information
is not ordinarily available, f

The School of Social Science, with a greatly increased
impetus arising out of the Conference, commenced new
courses. The Australian School now.also offers corres-

pondence courses, and is the latest country to do so. |
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