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Georgist Notes on Denmark

ADDRESSIN_G the opening of the centenary
session of the Danish Rigsdag (Parliament)
Premier Hedtoft outlined the principal fea-
tures of his party’s progrim, as follows: trade
restriction introduced during- the war to be
abolished, lower income brackets to get tax
relief, a committee to be established to control
monopolies and trusts, voting age to be reduced
from 25 to 21 years of age, and legislation to
be introduced to increase taxation on con-
sumer’s cooperatives and land values.

The Wholesale Merchants’ Gazette a Danish
trade newspaper, lambasts the Social Demo-
crats (ruling majority) for the limited reform
of trade restrictions. In the pre-election cam-
paign it was assumed from speeches made by
the majority party that all trade restrictions
would be repealed, particularly the Foreign Ex-
change Center law of 1932. This law paved the
way for protectionism, planned economy and
industrial subsidies the attendant bureaucracy,
actually decreased the workman’s rea) wages by
12 per cent. In illustrating the absurdity of na-
tional planned economy Vejen Frem published
this cartoon.

Der er kommet Porter

"

“Stout Has Arrived”

“Isn't it a splendid idea; the English can’t
afford drinking their own stout, and we
Danes can'’t afford to have our own beer,
and so we exchange it, each exporting 10
the other! Wonderful isw't it!1”

Socialization Through the Back Door

The Social Democrat majority argues that
socialized housing can rent apartments cheaper
than private enterprise, but neglects to men-
tion that the government corners the materials
market, restricts private builders and subsidizes
cooperative building with the taxpayes’ money.

An extensive publicity campaign launched by
the Justice Party, inviting the public to 2 series
of taxation forums began in October of this
year. Over 100,000 forum leaflets were dis-
tributed with ration cards in the public schools
while platoons of demonstrators carrying huge
placards paraded through the streets of Copen-
hagen. “How To Reduce Our Burdensome
Taxation” is the theme of these meetings,
which are presided over by Georgists Knud
Tholstrup and Robert F. Jensen.

In parliament, the Justice Party members
were elected to three permanent committees of
the government. They voted against the in-
creased subsidies for the Danish Airlines and
protection of the peat industry by tariffs. The
production of oil from peat was a wartime
measure, expensive and uneconomical. Knud
Tholstrup asked the Danish Parliament to re-

move the tariffs on imported oil which is cheap- *

er and finer than the home produced product.

He also pointed out that the subsidies to keep:
down the consumer prices on milk and bacon’

were no longer necessary and directed the Min-

ister of Agriculture’s attention to the fact that,

cooking fat could be imported from America

at half the price it sells for in Denmark if the:
trade barriers were removed. Although the.
Justice Party gets very little notice in the Dan-

ish independent newspapers, its influence is

realized in spitited public action. When the:
Justice Party initiated a signed protest to the |
Minister of Finance criticizing the present sys-

tem of restrictive taxes, workers groups fol-

lowed suit with similar protests. It is true, how-

ever, that all parties are agreed that taxes are

too high, but almost in the same breath the
Conservatives and the Social Democrats seek
ways to give free lunches in the schools . . .

Write to Auntie in America

Many Danish business men have accepted the |
war-time measures of doing business. They have .
mastered the red tape, quota reports and other :
restrictions and they find that these restrictions |
assure them of a buyers’ market due to the arti- |
ficial shortage of materials. In the garment in- |
dustry the small retailers belatedly realize, with
some dismay, that sales are gradually falling '

off. It appears that the consumers would rather

do without the drab new garments which the .
Trade Directorate thinks fitting for the Danish !

public. The Directorate does authorize the im-

port of good English wool and worsted with |

the stipulation that the manufactured finished
clothing be sold to Norwegians, Swedes and
Finns for hard money or American currency.

However the potential buyers have discovered |
that fine woolens and worsted can be purchased
directly from England, and the Danes are left -
holding their planned economy materials. Cun- |
ning officialdom found that dollars could be .
had for this material if each Dane wrote to a |

relative in the U.S.A. for ‘dollars in order to
purchase material. A small-town clothier elab-
orately displayed 500 yards of English material

with a sign stating that the cloth can be bought |

for $32 in check or cash, and continues with
the following “write to your aunt or uncle ot

somebody in America willing to send you dol- |

lars and T can sell you enough for a suit.”

Adjacent to this display was another, show-
ing more fine English material —the legend

reads “'For Finns, for Swedes, and Norwegians” |

and opposite these was a drab tweed suit of :
mediocre quality marked “for Danes.” Other |

signs read: “if we were free from the Trade
Directorate yo# too could get the merchandise

you want” and “the authorities are more in-

terested in prices than in quality goods, we
clothiers can solve the problems of supply if
we are permitted to manage our own pur-
chases!”

It is hoped that displays like these will open -

the eyes of the Danish public to the inadequa--

cies of planned economy. As Professor Wilhelm

Ropke stated at a Jutland University, the only
factor that up to now has prevented the col--
lapse of planned economy in Denmark is:
America’s helping hand—it alone keeps this so-

called democratic socialism from falling into
the abyss of totalitarian collectivism.
—ARTHUR LEA
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