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Back in the dark days of 1932,
when a despairing world and 1ts
culture were belng torn asunder
by amajor catastrophe, the worst
economic depression ever known,
a man who is foremost among Ame-
rica's few 1iving exponents of
belles-lettres wrote inhls dlary
under the date of Oct. 27; "Now

" that Roosevelt has dug up W.G.

%

this problem, in

Sumner and the Yale Press shows
signs of 11fe encugh to republish
his writings, I should think
scmeone might gsoon be rediscover-
ing Henry George. If 5o, he will
find that George was one of the
first half-doZen minds of +the
nineteenth century, 1n all the
world."

The man who set that down in
his characteristically small,
fine hand, an essayist and his-
torian who 1S one of the chlef
catalyzers of the iIntellectual
ferments of our time, was noting
ne passing fancy. The 1des re-—
turned to him end on Cct. 31 he
recorded: "I have been looking
over the biography of Henry
Georgs, by his son Harry, apains-
taking sort of book. The best
one can say for 1t i1s that it is
competent. ‘There should be a
better one, for George was unde-
niably & great man."

Net oniy was Albert Jay Nock,
the chronicler just quoted, think-
ing of these things. In New York
the editors of Secribner's Maga-
Zine had the same notion and they
comeissioned Mr, Nock to do the

Job, The essaylst went abroad

. . the followlng February and through

the 8pring lived in his beloved
low countries, breaking his stay
at last for a junket through
France and 8pain into Poriugal.
With his papers full of commig-
asions, some of which he would not

- do, some he might do and a few he

woulid do 1f time, and the busi-
negs cof living fully, permitied,
the assigmment from Scribner's
caused him no preoccupation. But
the personality . of George kept
popplng up: at Port Cros, watch-—
ing a schooner put off Ten Tons
of coal on March 31, he mused:
"All by hand labor, with the help
of one donkey. I wonder whether
most of our laber-saving devices
have really saved anything worth
saving..... Henry George attacked
'Progress and
Poverty', and solved 1t, but his
5olution, being valld, will not
be accepted in a hurry.”

Through his friends he was
keeping 1n close touch with hec-
tic America. . Henry L. Mancken
wrote him, after the fiasce of the
World Economic Conference: "'The
republic procesds towards hell
at arapldiy accelerating tempo,'"

ALBERT JAY NOCK

Nock was not profoundly stirred;
he spent the next day at the Lis-~
bon museum. But the idea of re-
creating Henry George was s8till
rankling him. On June & he wrote
in the diary: "Overnight at
Porto, on the way to Vidago, where
I hope to find a pleasant place
to stop awhile and wrlte an over—
due paper for Scribner's on Henry
George.®

Soon he was 1n Vidago where
"one sees miserable dwellings,
cccupled by people absolutely
Jlost In poverty and filth, built
of magnificant huge granite blocks
after the Roman fashion"; In
Vidago among a Portuguese Q‘eople
whom he found, nevertheiess "with-
out a gingls exceptlon, the kind-
est pecple I have ever seen,” On
June 15 he noted. "Working stead-
11y at quite high pressure on my
article for Scribner's on Henry
George, s0 the days pass very
quickly. I hope it will call
attention to him, though I Sup-
pose nothing will do so effec—
tively a8 long as Americans are
what they are, or until tremendous
hardship puts an end to their
being drugged and doped by nos-
trums dealt out to them by dema-
goguas and scoundrels.”
idyllic refuge—"what a superb
climate and what grand scenery"
he remarked of Vidago--America
became remote to. him; "one can
hardly convince oneself, while
here, that 1t exists." But
George, alongof all his environ-
ment, persisted and on June .26
Mr. Nock recorded: "I am done
with Henry (eorge, and shall
leave here tomorrow, What =z
great man he was, and how well
he managed to get himself misg-
Judged and forgotten! I suppose
Scribner’s people will opull a
long face over getting a really
Serious plece of. work—I often
think of that dreadful person,
Bok, writing to Lyman. Abbott for
‘a short, snappy 1life of Christ.'"
The aftermath was typlcal of the
mani cnJuly 29 he noted:
ner's people seem satisfled with
my plece on Henry George, and
say 1t will come out in November,
so I suppose ail the single-taxers
in the country will curse me
afresn."

That is how "Henry George, Un~
orthodox American" cszme to be
written, as anyone can sse for
himself Iin ¥Mr. Nock's "A Journal
of These Days: June 1832-December
1933" (Morrow, 1834.) But to
understand how this tableld biocge
raphy came to be the unique study
1t is, even when one compares 1%
with the admirable similar stud-
les by Breoadus Mitchell and Rex-
ford G, Tugwell, one must recall
Mr. Nock's caresr. He took his

-their lilteratures.

In his-

. bafore,

"Scrib-.

bachelor's degree at St.Stephen's
College, where he steeped himself
in the classical languages and
With Francla
Nellson he wrote "How Dipleomats
Make War" (1815; 2d Ed., 1918).
From 1920 to 1924, he edited the
old Freeman in company with Nell-
301, Suzanne LaFollette and cthers
equally notabls, settling unsi-
celled standards in periodical
journalism. During that period
he wrote "The Myth of a Guilty
Nation" under the pscudonym of
Historicus (1922) and edited ™The
Selected Works of Charles F.
Browne (Artemus Ward}" {1924}, 1In
the latter work establidhing the

native humorist as the social
satirist he was.
A scholar's llfe-time Job

found frult in his "Jefferson"”
{(1926). He foliowsed thls with a
collectlon, "On Doing the Right
Thing and Qther Essays" (1928}.
Then, with Catherine Roge Wilson,
he wrete "Francls Rabelals, the
Man and His Work" (1829), first
fruit of another 1life-time in-
terest. With Miss Willison, he
edited the Urquhart-Le Matteaux
translaticn of the works of "Fran—~
cls Rabelais" (2 vols,, 1931),
concluding a momimmental work of
gcholarship with his book, "4
Journsy Into Rabelais's Francs™
(1934). Meanwhile he had served
as visiting profesgsor of American
history and govermment at Saint
Btephen's and had published,
under the pseudonym of Journsy-—
man, "The Book of Journeyman"
{1932) together wlth = noteworthy
structurs on an institution close
to nlm, "The Theory of Education”
(1932).

The contradiction  between
state and society, in which Lud-
wlg Gumplowicz and Franz Oppen-
heimer had interested him long
resulted in a work as
gignificant in a soclal senss as
"Rabelais" and "Jeffersen" had
been 1In literary and historical
senses, "Our Enemy the Ztate®
(1935). He feollowed thls with
"Free Speech and Plaln Language®
(1637). Throughout all these
dates a stream of essays on con-
temporary themes poured from his

~pen, t¢ find criticel and keenly

appreciative hearings among the
readers of The New Republic, The

Atlantic Monthly, The Awmerican
Mercury and similar Iliterary
papers.

What we have then, In "Henry
George, Unerthodox —American®,
is a 1iving portrait of one un-—
usugl citizen of the world by
ancther.

WILL LISSNER



