- ern Hopei.

The beoming guns of the Japa-
nese invaders in Chins, slaughtering
innocent civilians and bringing deso-
lation fo their land, as well as the
clap-trap of the politicians about the
endangered -safety of Japanese na-
tionals, obscure the lure which stim-
ulates the war machine to conguest.

North China has 1mp0rtant iron de-
posits in Chahar, Shansi a.nd south-
Shansi possesses.immense
quantities of high-grade coal besides,
offering the possibility, by its juxta-

. position with iron ore, of the devel-

opment of & new steel centre. In the

Yellow River valley cotton could be

grown to compete with the relatively
high-priced American. product. The
Japanese, it has long heen }mown,
would like to build a railway . from

Tientsin to Shihchiachuang to ship

out the coal and iron of. the region.
Moreover, they would like-t{o have
North China ag a market more 24
clusively to themselves. .

At home, the economic. dlﬁicu.ltles
which have been .mult1p1y_mg_ in. re-

‘cent years made a foreighi military

adventure the only way. out-for the
dominant class. Space does not:per-

mit an analysis of the economic. git-
uation in Japen which would: do. jus-
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tice to the lesson the couniry has for
the world; this must be reserved. for
a fTuture articie. These notes are
intended to show only that when a
nation ridden by monopoly is ready
to go forth on a foreign military ad-
venture, it seeks net a good fight
but—monopoly of the -land, monop-
oly of the markef. Monopoly: That
is -the worthy :cause -for- which the
sons .of landless -Japanese peasants
arée murdering -fellow-peasants - in-
Ching, ~that is the high ideal for
which they are sacmﬁcmg their own
lives. : - .
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