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Man’s Relation to the Land

A Statement of Principles _be'cb Shall Underlie Our
National, State and Individual Actions

WE HOLD:
God created the world, of Wl'nch the earth is a portion, with
a purpose, and through His loving Providence He maintains
" the world for the good of human beings. Therefore, all
human beings possess a direct natural right to have access to
ersated natural resources.
" God’s intention in creation is to enable man to live with
dlgmty in accord with his noble nature and destiny, to de-
- velop his personality, to establish and maintain 2 family and
to be a useful member of society. Soc1ety exists to fulfill
these aims.

- The Good Earth
. THE 1.AND 1s Gop’s greatest material gift to mankind, Itis
_a fundimental source of food, fiber, and fuel. The right to
use such elemental soiarce of life and development is essential
for human welfare. No law or contract is superior to nat-
~ural law. A fundamental human right is not to be denied
or rendered ineffective by any legal ordmances, apparent
previous rights or obligations.
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_ _ Stewardship

LAND IS A VERY SPECIAL XIND of property. Ownership of .
land does not give an absolute right to use or abuse, nor is it
devoid of social responsibilities. It isin fact a stewardship.
It implies such land tenure and use'as to enable the possessor
to develop his personality, maintain a decent standard of liv-
ing for his family and fulfill social obligations.” At the same
time, the land steward has a duty to enrich the soil he tills'
and to hand it down to future generations as a thank offering
to God, the gwer, and as 4 loving inheritance to h1s chlldren s
children. -

; _ The-Famtl'y and Land

SINCE THE FAMILY is the primary institution, access to land
- and stewardship of land must be planned with the family
unit in view. The special adaptability of the farm home for
nurturing strong and wholesome family life is the reason for
the universal interest in land use and rural welfare. A unique
relationship exists between the family and the vocation of -
agriculture. The farm is the native habitat of the family.
The family’s welfare must therefore have the first considera-
tion in economic and social plmnmg ‘Throughout the his-
tory of the Umted States these Fundamental principles have
been worked out threugh national and state legislation, and
they have been upheld by court dec:slons and popular acclaim, -

Land Use and Human Welfare _
EFFICIENCY IN LAND USE is not to be judged merely by ma-
terial production but by a balanced consideration of the spiri-
tual, social and material values that redound therefrom to
person, family and society. 'The land is not to be a source of -
benefit to a favored few and a means of servile labor to the
many.
Second on]y to making land available to the farmly is the-
responsibility of society to encourage and to educate the land
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 stewards in the proper and most efficient use of the land and
in such techniques as will make them miasters of their own
economic destiny.

. The Tiller's Rights and Duties

THE WORKER ON THE LAND and his family possess the first
right to the fruits of their toil for a decent standard of living.
" Second to such right come the rights of any non-operating
owner and of the State. Rural people have the right to
receive directly their just share of the economic, socml and
* religious benefits in organized society.
~ 'The stewards of the land owe sacred duties and obligations

to God, the community and humanity. A faithful and
honest fulfillment of their responsibilities goes hand-m-hand
with thelr nghts and privileges.

. % * *

Suggested mefbods for the pm:‘t:cal apphcatwn of the
declared principles on Jewd policy: : '

1. Make use of the Iand an muegral part. of socw-economm
planmng and thinking,

. Tnsist that education for Iand stewardshsp and the pro-

' duct.we home be outstanding features of rural education.
" 3. Emphasize a special program of enlistment and training
in secondary, liberal arts, technical and professional schools
for professional service to the rural community.

4. Make the family-type farm operated by the owner 2
major objective of legislation and planning.

5. Reform the system of taxing land and improvements so
as to facilitate access to natural resourca, security of tenure
~ and proper land use. '

.6. Revise land sale and rental contracts, mortgage obliga-
tions and other debt instruments so that no loss of ownership
or insecurity of tenure be po@mhle except through negligence
or m;ust:ce on the part of the farmer-operator
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7. Discourage large land holdings as undemocranc and

unsocml

. Where large-scale production is necessary and advisable,
encourage the use of co-operative techniques with local own-
ership and management.

9. -At all times encourage co-operatives as a means of intel-
lectual, moral and material advancement. _

10. Where and when large-scale industrialized farming
exists and requires employment of seasonal or year-round
labor, demand for such labor group a living family wage,
decent housing conditions and collective bargaining.

11, Urge that wages and housing for the laborer on the
small farms be decent and just. (Low wages and poor hous-
ing for the farm laborer tend to lower the reward and stand-
ards of living of the family-type farmer, bringing his own
family labor into compeunon with the poorly paid hired
hand.) .

12. Extend social securu:y provisions, particularly health,
old age and survivors® insurance, to farm people and other
rural dwellers.” ' :

13. Develop locally owned and controlled business and
industry in rural communities, - :

14, Encourage development of the “one foot on soil and
one foot in city” type of living as greatly advantageous to
the family when adequate cash income is secured from work
in industry or commerce.

15. Make land settlement possible for returned soldiers
and displaced war workers through proper financial and
educational planning, provided qualified people so des:re and
sound arrangements can be made.* :

* [Land economists, rutal sociologists, religious leaders and others interested in the weli-
being of the farmer who wish to express their support of this statement may communicate
with either of the sponsors, Dr. Benson Y. Landis, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10,
N. Y.; Msgr. L. G. Ligutti, 3801 Grand Avenue, Des Moines 12, Iowa; and Dr. Gabnel
Dandmn, 386 Fourth Avenue, New York 16, N. Y.—EorroR.] )
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The Roman Catholics
signing:

REev. A. J. Apams, S.T.
Campion High School
Dr. THomAs J. AROENEAUX
Sokth-Wesiern Louitions

Imstituie

Prane Bruce
Publisher, Milwanhes

Mrs, AtrerT EISELE
Farm Homemaker—Raural
Columaist, Bine Eorth,
Minn.

Most Rev. Wozzaa A

GRIFFIN
Bishop of Trenton

REv. GEorGe (5. HicoiNg
National Catbolic Welfare
Conference . .

Pror. EmErson Hres
$t. Jobw's Umniversity

REv. Jorw LaFarce, S.J.
Editor, AMERICA

VEny REv. HuBesT

LerscHER
Regional Direcior of Rurel
Life, Rayne, La,

Rr. REY. L. G. Licyurrt
National Catholic Rural
Life Conference

Wi LissNen )
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Rr. REv, Donsrp A,

Mcleaxw
Catholic University of
America

Pror. Witriam J, McDoNaLn
Catbalic University of
America

Mosy Rev. Woriam T.

Muiroy
Bishop of Covington

k1. REV. JoRN O'GRADY
National Conference of
Cutholic Charitier

Most Rev. Eowin V.

O'Hana :
Bisbop of Kamsas. City,
Founder of Nationel Cath-
olic Rursl Life Conference

Ruv. CHARLES Prriers
§¢. Mary’s Church, Qak-
land, Calif.

Rev, PaTRICE T. QUINLAN
Regional Director of Rurdl
Life, Brookfield Center,
Conn,

Rev. Joun C. Rawg, S.J.
Author and Teacher,
Ridge, Moryland

MarTIn L. Sarmc
Dairy Farmer, Chilton,
Wis.

. REv. MaaTIN E. Scnumu.

_O.'S.B.
Deen, 84 Jobw's Univer-
sity, Collegeville, Minn.

Epwamn SEmLm, Jr.

Editor, COMMONWEAL
Josgpr ). Tramnza
Sales Manager, Rolier Bewr-
ing Compony of America
REv. Josere V. Unbary
Pastor, Millville, Obig
Dr. Lypwmve van Kers-
BERGEN
Grail Workers, Lovelond,
Obig .
REv. Lo R. Wanp
i\fo?re Dame Usniversity
Most Rev. Cuanpus D.
WHITE
Bishop of Spokawe
Dororar WILLMANN
The Queen’s Work,
St Louk

The Protestants
signing:
Dr. JOSEPH ACKERMAN
Farm Foundation
Rev. O. O. AanoLp
Usnlted Brethren in
Christ
Rav. James C. Baxer
" Bisbap, Metbodist
‘Church
Dr. O. E. Baxer
University of Marylesd
Rev. Epwin L, Beckes
Disciples of Christ
J. Burt Bovwuan
Mickigen Council of
Churches and Christian -
Education :
Dx. E. R. Bowexn
Co-aperative League of
the TIL.SA

.~ Rev. Leowann M. Braam

Reformed Church in
America

Dn. Mare A, Dawsex

- Home Misdons Council
of North America

Da. Witriam V. DenNnNis
Pennsylvenia State
College

Rev. PraNces A, DRAXE
Friends of the Soil

REev. SHRLEY E. GREENE
Merom Institnte

StaNLEY Hamiron
Rural Life Arsociation

Rev, Hiroa L. Ives
N. E, T'oww and Country
Church Comsmission

Rey. Joun B. KETcHEM
International Conncil of
Religions Education

Dm. Bewson Y. LawDis
Commitiee on Town and
Coxnitry
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The Protestants
vigning:
De. EaTereen Mac-
ARTHDY,
Nationi! Board,
YW.CA..
Dr. Henuy W. MelavoH-
©LIN
Presbyierien Church in
the U. 8. o
Rrv. . W. Moomaw

" Church of the Brethrew.

Dr. HermanN N. Moz
" Presbyterian Church in

the U. 5. A :

REv. DoNarp F. PreLstick
Home Missions Council
of North Americs

Du, Heway 5. Ravnores
Presbyierien Charch in
the U. 8. A

Jorx H. Remneas

 Christisn Rurdd Fellow--

ship

Dn. Manx RicH
American Bapiisi Homs
Misslon Sociely

Rev. CLrronp L. Samurr-

£13 ) 4
Profestans Episcopal
. Church #,,

Dn. MAKTIN ScHzORDER
Midwest Synod, United
Lutheran Chureh in
Americs '

Da. RocxweLr C, Sarry

- Garrett Biblical Institute.

Rzv. Cravoe . SWypax
Evengelicel énd Re-.
formed Chureh

Rey. WiLLisu H. Stavere.

Mennonite Church -

D F. P. Stocxea.
Amervicen Morsvian
Clwrch

D TroMas ALFhzp TRIPP

Congregational-Christion

Churches '
Dr. A, J. Warton

Swpt., Dept. Town and

Cauntry Work, Metho-

dist Church
Rev. Rarpn L. Wirtaar-
SON _ :
New York State Conneil
of Churches ' :
Rav. O. L. WouTs
. Town and Couniry
Depi., Obio Conncil of
Churches
Rev. Rarret L. WooDwars
Yale Divinity School

The Jews signing:

Dx. Gaparer Davimson
Jewish Agricwitural
Society

Raser M. N. EneNoraTs
Union of Americon
Hebtew Congregations

Dr. Louns FINXELSTEIN
Jewish Theological Semi-
nary of Americe

RICHARD S. GoOLDMAN
Jewish Agricwltural
Society :

Raser Hersear 5. Gorn-

STEIN ' :
Synagogms Corncil af
. America .
Ramst Feroiwans M.
TseERMAN
" Commisslon on Justice
and Peace, Cenivel Con-
Ference of American

Mavzice Jacoss
Jewish Pablication Seci-
ety of Americe

Dr. Isaac LANDMAN
Editor, Universal Jewish
Encyclopaedie

Dz, SoLoMon Lprzin
College of the City of
New York

Dz. Jurian MORGENSTERK
Hebrew Union College

Rasnt STEPHEN 5. Wove
Jewish Imitttuts of =
Religion i

Ramss JossrH ZEITLIN
Temple Ausche Chesed,

. NewYork :




