ehind Land

By WILI. LISSNER
Special to The Catholic Messenger
. UNITED NATIONS, N.Y. -~ Pope Paul V{

fs at the center of & Green Rizing but the

“world doesn’t know it yet. Stil, it promises

to achieve more for the landless peasant
whose mumber is legion throughout the
world than any of the bids of a succession
of political movements for his allegiance.

Last summer a World Land Reform Con-
ference was called in Eome by the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Na-
tigns (FAO), a specialized agency of the
irdernational organization which has its
seai in the Italisn capital city.

THE WORLD'S PRESS paid little atten-
tion to the conférence, for mestings of in-
ternziional organizations are going on all
the time in various paris of the globe. This
one, however, degerved to fare betler, be-
cause it was called {o deal with one of the
most important and- most {reublesome pro-
blems confronting every country.

The meeting attracted about 300 dele-
_gates [fom 72 countries and observers from

- many international organizations. One of
the most active delegations was the one from
the Holy See, consisting of Monsigner Lauigi
. Liguiti, an American priest {rom Ilowa,
and Dr. E. Bonomelli, an Iialian layman.
Msgr Ligutti and Dr. Bonomelli are the
Fermanent Cbservers of the Holy See to
the FAO.

Rut this was only part of the aftention
paid by the Vatican fo the parley on land
reform. The prefect of the Vatican Secret
Archives, Monsignor Martin Giusti, ran-
sacked his vast stores of materials lo as-
semble an exhibit of selected original papal
docurnents on agriculture and other ancient
documents on the aciivity of the Church on
behall of cultivators of the soil. The axhibif
wag of unique interest and priceless value to
the historian of land reform.,

The world conference had a threefold aim. '

One was fo promoie the study of the re-
lationship between land tenure siructures
and the increase in food production. An-

other aim was to promote study of the means

for betlering the living conditions of- rural
pecple. Siill another was to encourage study
of how land reform can coniribute to ihe
sconomic progress of each nation.
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MEGR. LIGUTTL, in a position paper that
he presented to the conference, referred Lo

many of the exhibits from the Secret
Archives ini tracing out the history of the

dend policy of the Holy See.

He pointed aut that the ideclogical basis
of this policy goes back io Old Teslament

teaching that the earth is the Lord's, an

idea that was carried out through the oco-
noinic reassessment of the jubilee vear,

Then he turned to the teaching on the
-1and question of the Latin and Greel Fathers
of the Charch, who were 2s sotspoken on
the mononolization of the lznd as such Old
Testamend prophets as Isaiah whose “woe to
you that join hovse to house and lzy Held to
fieid” rebuke stilt echoes down the corri-
dors of time.

Msgr. Ligutti’s recital turned wp many
curious facts. For example, that St. Melania,
a good Roman lady who lived from 383 to

438, was perbaps the greatest absentee land- °

lord in history.

THAT, OF COURSE, was not how she won
the halo. She led the way in land division
schemes, disposing of mueh of her vast

holdings by sale and distribution. Such pre- -

sent-day worthies as the Shah of Iran, Pre-
sident Chaing Kai-shek on Taiwan, and the

“Emperor -of Japan under the prodding of ‘
General Douglas McArthur, who have made

hundreds of thousands of acres available

to the landless of their country through
modern land division schemes, may have

" thought of themselves as pioneers.

But no. Melania, the Hetty Green of fifth

- century Rome, beat them fo it. To the his-

torical title, that is. She doesn’t have a
monopoly on the elaim to canonization, of
course. And land hungry peasants still re-
gord Tand distribuiion on 2 significant scale
as an evidence of heroie piety.

Msgr. Ligutti discovered that Pope Zach- °
ary, an eighth century Greek, established - *

five agricultural colonies called Domus
Cultae in the Roman Campagna. And that
a 10th century decree by an abbot by ihe
name of Aligesna confirmed the legitimacy
of cocperative farming,

Msgr. Ligutti’s paper has just been pub-
lished by an American scienlific quarterly,
the Jowinal 6f Economics & Sociology. Those

! interested in the land quesiion, a problem

high on the agenda of the National Catholic
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Rural Life Conference in the United States, <
will find his paper an exercise in the ap-
plication of schelarship to the advance of
humean welfare, '

TO MAET IT clear to the world that he
gave unstinting support to land reform, Pope
Paul enlertained the delegates at the Vati-
can and in an extended speech of welcome
set oui his own position, :

First be thanked FAO and the Interna-

tionzl Labour Oifice for, bringing the con--
ference abot.

“You, geniienwen, are personage: of
proven importance.” he told the delegates:
“You are specialists in the problems of

Jand reform. You are fully cognizant of the

need fo improve policy in this field which is
one of such capiial importance {or the well-
being of countless millions of people of the
globe ™ :

After thanking the delegates fgr their visit,
the Pope went om

MONSIGNOR LIGUTTL

“Your deliberations are fraught with con-
sequence. For land reform is assigned a
vital role in the eradication of kunger and
poverty from the countrysides of the world,
And the problems te which you are so cout-
ageously addressing yourselves are possibly
among the most difficult, hut also, you may
be sure, among the most vital and the most
urgent confronting humanity at the present
time. ’
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(over)



“LAND TENURE, redistribution of landed
properiy, changes in the relations beiween
landowner and farmer, the setting of limits
to the territorizl extension of ownership,
consolidation, joinf farming and land settle-
ment — there, 1o mention only a few, are
the problems before you.”

Pope Paul remarked. that some of his
visitors might have wondetred what the Pope
would have to say and whether the Catholic

- Church-had -a- solution - to - -offer - for- - these:

problems,

On the purely technical aspects, such as
those of an economie, financial or adminis-
trative nature, the Church deferred fo the
technical specialists, the Pope said.

“But your own efforts reach above and
beyond such technical aspects, ” he said.
“What you are striving after is to make a
worthwhile contribution to the prosperity
and welfare of vour fellows.

“And here vou join hands with the Church,
for she ton, is striving, using methods and
means peculiar to herself, to secure what
she considers to be the true good of man-
Z‘:iéid; :

L

“SHE DOES NOT canvass this, that or the
other selution lo whatever problem it may
be bui she professes a doctrine which em-
powers her is judge which of the proposed
solutions are in keeping with human dignity
and of a sort likely o secure true progress
for the individual and for society at large.”

Pape Paul recalled that Vatican II had
much tc say on the guestion of land reforim
and had written jnto the text of the Pas-
toral Constitution on the Church in the
Modern World a ringing declaration in sup-
_ port of itz basis:

“ ‘Ged intended the earih and all things
in it for the use of all peoples, in such a way

that the goods of creation should abound
equitably in the hands of all, according io

the dictate of justice, which is inseparable
from charity.” "

The Pope quoted at length from the cen-

crete applications of “the basic prmmpie
cited by way of illustralinn by the recent
Courcil. He did so. he said, to help the dele-
gates realizve “‘ihal land reform and the
efforts of those engaged in ihat noble under-
taking have the care and ihe solicitude of
the Chiwch and that her heartfelt support
goes out spontaneously to any initiative in
this field that is in conformity with the
great principles - that - she -herself, but a

-short-time ago, proclaimed afresh thmugh

her bishops in Council.”
ERE .

THE FOPE'S FERST aim, of course, was
to encourage those who siruggle to achieve
land reform. But, as one can see, he had.
another. This was to imbue with enduring
Chrigtian principles the land reform move-
ment itself.

Land raform, in modern fimes, goss back
to peasant uprisings in Europe like those in
the Ulraine and laier in all of Fussia and
to the Populist movement in the United

+ States,

The Socialist efforts, Marxian and o
Marxian, have failed precxselv because they
did not make aderuale provision for the role
of the participating farmers. On the other,
hand the Mexican ejido or cooperative farm
failed tc build a network of cooperative
agencies to support the agricultural enter-
prise.

The kibbutz or cooperative farm in Israel
has proved to be a viable form which satis-
fies the needs of those, like former Premier
David Ben-Gurion, who have been converted
to ils way of life. But they have proved io

‘Bé 4 minority. The Kibhintz §-mot 2 universal

solation.

But now that science, ethics and religion
have teamed up to tackle the question afresh
there is hope that, if no universal solution
is practicable, at least there ean be solu-
tions in each country valid for its traditions
and valize system which will bring the fruits
of nuclear-space age science and technelogy
to the world’s poorest and hardest working
class, the landless farmer.
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