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Henry George was America's first in-
ternationally renowned economist and 
social philosopher. He was at one time, 
as this book demonstrates, the most elo-
quent and most successful spokesman 
in the English-speaking world for the 
liberal and progressive viewpoint. In-
fluential in the development of the 
economic structure of many countries 
and a major figure in the labor move-
ment in the United States and the United 
Kingdom, George was praised by Tol-
stoy, Shaw, Sun Yat-sen, John Dewey, 
and many other outstanding writers, 
thinkers, and political leaders in the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 

Henry George reviews George's role 
as a writer and philosopher, demon-. 
strating how and why he gained his 
national and international reputation. 
Besides describing his early background, 
his career as a newspaper editor, and 
the significant events of his varied life, 
Henry George discusses his major books 
and many of his minor writings and in-
cludes an entire chapter on his best- 
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selling masterwork, Progress and Pov-

erty. This volume reveals that George is 
as much a part of the American heritage 
as Emerson and worthy of greater atten-
tion than he is accorded today. By 
examining the development of George's 
philosophy, the book also shows how 
George's ideas influenced not only much 
that was part of the New Deal of the 
1930's, but also much that is to be found 
in the current war on poverty waged by 
the Johnson administration in Wash-
ington. 
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Ph.D. from the University of Toronto, 
is now Associate Professor of English at 
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