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Mex can neither drink steam, nor eat stone. : The
maximum of population on a given space of land implies
also the relative maximum of edible vegetable, whether
for men or cattle; it implies a maximum of pure air;
and of pure water. Therefore: a maximum of wood, to
transmute the air, and of sloping ground, protected by
herbage from the extreme heat of the sun, to feed the
streams. All England may, if it so chooses, become -
one manufacturing town; and Englishmen, sacrificing
themselves to the good of general humanity, may live
diminished lives in the midst of noise, of darkness, and
of deadly exhalation. But the world cannot become a
factory, nor a mine. No amount of ingenuity will ever
make iron digestible by the million, nor substitute
hydrogen for wine. Neither the avarice nor the rage
of men will ever feed them, and however the apple of
Sodom and the grape of Gomorrah may spread their
table for a time with dainties of ashes, and nectar of
asps, —80 long as men live by bread, the faraway
valleys must laugh as they are covered with the gold of
God, and the shouts of His happy multitudes ring round
the wine-press and the well.

Nor need our more sentimental economists fear the
too wide spread of the formalities of a mechanical
agriculture. The presence of a wise population implies
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the search for felicity as well as for food; nor can any
population reach its maximum but through that wisdom
which “rejoices ” in the habitable parts of the earth.
The desert has its appointed place and work; the eter-
nal engine, whose beam is the earth’s axle, whose beat
is ite year, and whose breath is its ocean, will still
divide imperiously to their desert kingdoms, bound
with unfurrowable rock, and swept by unarrested sand,
their powers of frost and fire: but the zones and the
lands between habitable, will be loveliest in habitation.
The desire of the heart is also the light of the eyes.
No scene is continually and untiringly loved, but one
rich of joyful human labour: smooth in field ; fair in
garden; full in orchard; trim, sweet, and frequent in
homestead ; ringing with voices of vivid existence. No
air is sweet that is silent; it is only sweet when full
of low currents of under sound — triplets of birds, and
murmur and chirp of insects, and deep-toned words of
men, and wayward trebles of childhood. As the art of
life is learned, it will be found at last that all lovely
things are also necessary : — the wild flower by the way-
side, as well as the tended corn; and the wild birds and
creatures of the forest, as well as the tended cattle;
because man doth not live by bread only, but also by the
desert manna; by every wondrous word and unknow-
able work of God. Happy, in that he knew them not,
nor did his fathers know; and that round about him
reaches yet into the infinite, the amazement of his
existence.

Note, finally, that all effectual advancement towards
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this true felicity of the human race must be by individ-
ual, not public effort. Certain general measures may
aid, certain revised laws guide, such advancement; but
the measure and law which have first to be determined
are those of each man’s home. . . .

All true economy is ¢Law of the house.’ Strive to
make that law strict, simple, generous: waste nothing,
and grudge nothing. Care in nowise to make more of
money, but care to make much of it; remembering
always the great, palpable, inevitable fact — the rule
and root of all economy — that what one person has,
another cannot have ; and that every atom of substance,
of whatever kind, used or consumed, is so much human
life spent; which, if it issue in the saving present life,
or gaining more, is well spent, but if not, is either so
much life prevented, or so much slain. In all buying,
consider, first, what condition of existence you cause in
the producers of what you buy; secondly, whether the
sum you have paid is just to the producer, and in due
proportion, lodged in his hands; thirdly, to how much
clear use, for food, knowledge, or joy, this that you have
bought can be put; and fourthly, to whom and in what
way it can be most speedily and serviceably distributed :
in all dealings whatsoever insisting on entire openness
and stern fulfilment; and in all doings, on perfection
and loveliness of accomplishment ; especially on fineness
and purity of all marketable commodity; watching at
the same time for all ways of gaining or teaching,
powers of simple pleasure; and of showing “8oor &v
&ogodéie ydy Svewng”; the sum of enjoyment depending
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not on the quantity of things tasted, but on the vivacity
and patience of taste,

And if, on due and honest thought over these things,
it seems that the kind of existence to which men are
now summoned by every plea of pity and claim of right,
may, for some time at least, not be a luxurious one;
— consider whether, even supposing it guiltless, luxury
would be desired by any of us, if we saw clearly at our
sides the suffering which accompanies it in the world.
Luxury is indeed possible in the future — innocent and
exquisite ; luxury for all, and by the help of all; but
luxury at present can only be enjoyed by the ignorant:
the cruelest man living could not sit at his feast, unless
he sat blindfold, Raise the veil boldly; face the light;
and if, as yet, the light of the eye can only be through
tears, and the light of the body through sackeloth, go
thou forth weeping, bearing precious seed, until the
time come, and the kingdom, when Christ’s gift of bread
and bequest of peace shall be Unto this last as unto
thee ; and when, for earth’s severed multitudes of the
wicked and the weary, there shall be holier reconciliation
than that of the narrow home, and calm economy, where
the Wicked cease — not from trouble, but from troub-
ling — and the Weary are at rest.— Unto This Last, iv.



