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PREFACE.

. hd -

THIS volume ig;ﬁiji_;'t‘.éﬁ‘_.chieﬂy for: the, instruc-
tion of the instructed ‘classes. The- conclusions
reached respecting thé_ 'présént _ distribution of
property and incomes are in the main those
which common bbservation has forced upon
thoughtful men and women in the ordinary walks
of life. The writer has learned, and hopes to
teach, that, upon matters coming within its field,
the common observation of common people is more
trustworthy than the statistical investigations of
the most unprejudiced experts. Indeed he has
come to believe that social statistics are only
trustworthy when they show to the world at large
what common observation shows to those per-
sonally familiar with the conditions described.

CHARLES B. SPAHR.



