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Kelly, who had heard him a few days before at the
Henry George Club in Pittsburgh and wanted it for his
own town about fifty miles out.

Friday evening Mr. Goeller went to Washington and
Jefferson College and one of the professors here (Prof.
Waltersdorf) went over his definitions of land, wages,
stocks, bonds, wealth of nations, and agreed to every-
thing, suggesting places where he might explain more at
length. The Professor expects that Mr. Goeller will
return, and extends him a hearty welcome.

Our lecturer may go back to Elmira the first weeks in
April for a question and answer session, and may visit
Albany and Troy.

Everywhere he found a surprisingly hospitable recep-
tion and many gratifying experiences. At Albright
College the Librarian said, ‘‘ You are quite a preacher,”
and the Lutheran minister said, ‘ You got us into pretty
deep water, but you got us out again all right.”

A Solution For Unemployment

HE fact that men are actually unable to employ

themselves in this richest and most prosperous of
all nations, is an indictment of our social order. It is
not only absurd and ridiculous, but criminal as well.
While a number of causes contribute to this condition,
the most important factor is our method of taxation.
The sovereign power to tax carries with it the power to
destroy. Our method, or lack of method of using this
power, is surely undermining and destroying our civiliza-
tion. When this power is allowed individuals or an
organized group of individuals, (a special privilege),
to indirectly collect tribute from their fellow-citizens,
it leads to the concentration of wealth and political cor-
ruption.

But of the many disastrous results of our tax policy
only five are here presented.

First: the taxation of industry, (capital and labor) ,and
the products of labor, necessitates an increased price for
the goods produced; thus increasing the cost of living
for all consumers. Its tendency is to hamper and oppress
industrial activity, individual initiative and enterprise.

Second: this taxation of industry that is now estimated
as carrying four-fifths of the entire burden, is a powerful
incentive and stimulation to speculate in and hold land.
The ever increasing land values in growing communities,
as compared with the light tax, renders such speculation
and ownership exceedingly profitable.

An unusual profit was mentioned recently by Mr. H. G.
Zander, President of the National Association of Real
Estate Boards. He is reported as saying :‘‘ In Chicago
there was a certain piece of property that could not be
sold for $30,000 five years ago. Reccently, after street
improvements had been made, it sold for more than
$1,000,000. This unearned increment was handed to

the owner on a silver platter by the entire city of Chicago,
which paid the cost of improvement by a bond issue
spread over the whole city.”” It will be noted that our
tax laws allowed $970,000 worth of land value, created
by the taxpayers money, to be diverted to this one par-
ticular land-owner. It was most decidedly, “‘unearned
increment.” With such immense prizes to be gained,
why should not men of vision and foresight, engage in
land speculation and ownership?

Third: this incitement to land speculation by the
taxation of industry, has a most deplorable result in
closing opportunities against the worker, and thus deny-
ing self-employment. Labor’s only outlet, the natural
resources of Mother Earth, from which all wealth is de-
rived and all life sustained, is an almost closed shop to
future demand.

It makes little difference what kind of labor is seeking
a job; whether the hopeful young graduates of the schools
attempting to establish homes, or the older workers who
are now being rapidly displaced by modern inventions.
The only chance left them to utilize the earth that Nature
has given to the children of men, is to assume a heavy
mortgage for a long period, which would finally break
them, in case of sickness or accident.

Fourth: the excessive price of sites is responsible for
the housing problem, that Senator Copeland of New
York claims is becoming serious; already, a quarter of a
million buildings behind our need.

This shortage of buildings forces the unemployed to
overcrowd the poorer quarters, and this situation creates
the slum district, where poverty and destitution soon
rob the victims of sclf-respect, and crime and criminality,
naturally follow.

Fifth: the taxation of industry is a most pernicious,
unrecognized and unsuspected method, of transferring
wealth from one class of people to another class of people;
in other words, land users, men of enterprise, ambition
and industry, are taxed by their own laws to make up the
deficit in the budget, occasioned by awarding land owners
a large portion of the ground rent conferred upon their
land, by the social and governmental activities of their
fellow-citizens. Why should a goodly portion of the
earnings of 80 to 90 per cent. of the people, (land users),
be transferred by taxation to the private pockets of 10
to 20 per cent. of the peaple (land owners)?

By what moral right does possession of land convey
or justify ownership of the ground rent, land value, or
better, people-value, that increases or decreases with the
coming or going of the people? That land itself is simply
a reflector or looking-glass of the values the people them-
selves create is clearly seen. If it is true that the thing
created is rightfully the property of its creator; if in-
dividual earnings belong to the individual, ought not
social or land valuc belong to society, or the organized
people who create it?
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These five indictments of the present tax on industry,
indicate just how absurd, ridiculous and criminal, the

Robin Hood style of collecting public revenue actually
is.

A style that increases prices; induces speculation in
the only source of food and life; creates involuntary un-
employment; develops crime, and robs the workers on

the land, to award unearned increment to owners of the
land.

If the citizens were to derive all their governmental
needs from the land values they create, it would be a
scientific method; a payment for benefits received; in
harmony with every day business principles; a quid pro
quo.

The citizens through their organized services and
developments, confer npon themselves increased values
which are reflected in these particular sites. Under the
plan suggested the citizens would return an equivalent
value to their own treasury, for further service and
development. A revolving fund, ever increasing and
adequate to the city requirements.

This equitable, square deal method of securing public
revenue, eliminates all taxation of industry, personal
property and improvements; hence, greatly reducing
the cost of living. Again, this method abolishes all land
speculation, and opens the natural resources of the earth
to use; thus leaving no excuse for unemployment.

This solution of the unemployment problem can be
practically applied when sufficient voters demand it.
The voters of this generation, if willing to surrender their
possible fraction of a chance to get rich at the expense
of their fellows, can thus easily unlock the treasures of
Dame Nature to all unemployed. Not so very heavy a

price to pay for so great a boon.
S. S. TABER.

E note a new development in socialistic thought

due to two causes; first that conservatism has met
it half way, adopting some of its proposals; second, that
in Soviet Russia socialism in its extreme form has broken
down, or at least has failed to fulfill its promise. Socialism
today shows a tendency to modify its demands for com-
plete state control in favor of a more moderate programme
of state direction and supervision. In this departure it
may be not unreasonable to look for a new socialism that
will be prepared for another and further step toward a
recognition of what is more fundamental in economic
society—the land question? The small results to be ob-
tained by the new policy of state regulation and super-
vision may drive socialists to face the truth that the
natural law of wages and wealth distribution does not call
for new and complicated machinery of government but
a very simple change in methods that will enable the natural
law of distribution to work.

Equality of Opportunity

PART OF ADDRESS BY GEORGE LLOYD |
ON RADIO WPCH MARCH 27

NE of the most important statements that Herbert

Hoover has made is the need of equality of oppor-
tunity. These few words express far more than appea
on the surface. To bring about a condition in which every
inhabitant of the United States would enjoy an equal
opportunity as regards life, liberty and the pursuit of hap
piness, would be one of the greatest achievements the world
has ever known. History does not record wherein the
people of any nation every enjoyed a condition of equa
opportunity. It has been the dream of millions of men
and although the citizens of the United States enjoy polit
ical equality as regards the franchise of the ballot when
it comes to economic equality, or economic freedom, it is
still a mirage that floats before the eyes of those whose
hearts hunger for a condition that is best expressed in the
statement, “‘equal rights for all and special privilege to
none.”

One of the greatest questions that will confront the next
President will be, how to guide the ship of state so that
the tremendous changes that are bound to occur will leave
our nation in the supreme position that it occupies today
If economic freedom is to come to the people in the next
four years through equality of opportunity then it wil
spread all over the earth and a new world will be born,
and the economic slavery of today will no longer afflict
billions of workers as it does at present. Let us not deceive
ourselves into believing that we can achicve economic
liberty for the toilers of our country in mill, factory and
farm, without a wonderful change for the better, but are
the beneficiaries of the present thieving system going ta
stand by and watch the workers come into their own with-
out protesting as strongly as possible against any change
that would abolish the special privileges they enjoy
There is no doubt the day of special privilege is drawing
toanend. All over the world the workers are asking the
question, why is it that those who produce do not possess
the things they produce while those who possess do not
produce? Surely the beneficiaries of the present unjust
system grasp the full significance of the phrase
opportunity, for it implies Justice and from Justice flo
all blessings."

God still watches over the destinies of the people of the
United States. This is exemplified in the heart and mind
of our next President. He loves humanity; the highes
expression of love is service, and he has nobly served mill

ism. That is the pioneering spirit that has made the |
United States what it is today. The initiative and the



