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The Manhatian Single Tax Club was founded by Henry George and is the
oldest Single Tax organization in the world. Ouwr work is purely educational,
non-political and non-partisan. We believe, when we have created sufficient
Single Tax sentiment, our tax izws will be amended to conform to an advanced
public conception of what taxation really is and how it should be applied.

Asg correct thought must precede correct action, our concern is not how
people vate, but how people think., Fducational worl is irresistible because it is
unresisied.  We alm to present faxation in a simple and practical manner to
he casily understood hy any thoughiful man, without the necessity of a
thorough course in the Science of Political Economy; also to present it wn-
trammelled by complex or abstruse reasoning, void of offense and unweighted
by rabid or foclish wiierances.

The gist of our gospel is that Taxation is Payment for Social Service
and Advaniage, and {hat Land value is the only true and just measure of the
value of the Services and Advantages, that Saociety gives to the individual
citizen,

Presented aiter this manmer taxaifon becomes z2n understandable subject
full of vital interest to everybody.

As to the manner the Single Tax should be adopted, we are not revoln-
tionists hui evolutiouists and any fundamenial change in our social order
that wiil endure must be dictated by cool reason and calm judgment, and not
by anger nor yet by sympathy.

The geographical scope of the Manhattan Single Tax Club work is the
continent of North Asmerica, Wherever an opportunity to teach presents itself,
or a request comes for literature or lectures, it is our pleasure and dity to
respond.

We respond freely to all reguests for literature or lecinyes; we make ne
demands for money; if the local people can defray expenses, well and good;
hut if ot we go just as cheerfully. This attitude enables us to light lamps n
many dark places.

We mainfain 2 well cquipped office that is always open.  We keep a good
stock of books and fracts.  We distribute a vast amount of lferature yearly,
and are always on the ziert for oppostunities to explain what taxation really
is and how it should be apphicd.

Our membership is composed of many of the cldest and most subsiantial
Singletaxers in the country, and our rvoster of members contains the names
of many men and women of whom we are justly proud and whose names
would be 2 credit to any organization in the land. Our desire is for guality
of membership, nmot merely quantity.

Our dues are $5 per apnum and apward, the maximum is determined by
the member, the minimum is fixed by the Club.
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EDITORIAL

It is with keen regret that we announce the passing of Lous P
Post at Washington, . C. on Tuesday, January 10th, at 2 a m.
For some time his demise had been expected almost daily. The last
time I saw Mr. Post, about two menths ago, it was clear that the
end was not far off. “They that looked out of the windows were
darkened” and general conditions indicated preparations for the great
jouriey.

In contemplation of the hife and the passing of Leuis F. Post,
we cannot but think of Tennyson’s “Crossing the Bar”

Sunset and evemng star,
And one clear cali for me!

And may there be no moaning of the bar
When T put out to sea,

But such a tide as moving seems asleep,
Too full {or sound and {oam,

When that which drew from ocut the boundless deep
Turns agam home,

Twilight and eveming beil,
And after that the dark!

And may there be no sadness of farewell
When I embark;

For tho' from out our bourne of Time and Place
The flood may bear me far,

I hope to see my Pilot face to face
When 1 have crost the bar,

160 PER CENT. AMERICAN

Louis Freeland Post, who bas died in Washington at the age of 78, was an
outstanding example of the old-time American radical, the man who persistently
and intelligently scught root causes for social discontentis and cconomic mal-
adjustments. Clear-headed, kindly, blazingly sincere and transcendently honest,
he won and held the admiration of all {air-minded men, regardless of how
they differed with his theories. The passing of Louis Post is in iself 2 cause
for naticnal regret. The Joss is increased by the thought that his type, so
mifluential in the early days of the Republic, is now becoming very scarce.

Wone could more perfectly meet the test of “one hundred per cont. Ameri-
canism” than Louis Post. Not merely in the fact that he was a scion of three
ceniuries of American siock, but even more in the fact that most of his ab-
sothing intellectual interests, such as the Single Tax, or, in late years, the
Leagne of Nations, were of American origine, He even took, as vividly he
showed during his eighi-year term as Assistant Secretary of Labor, the Con-
stitution of this country with wtmost seriousness. In the sorry episode of the
deporiations delirium of 1920 the courageocus hberalism of Mr. Post stauds
out as a bright and a redeeming light.

—Editorial Baltimore Sun
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LOUIS F. POST

The principle of a tax on land as the only one to be kaid on a people carried
with it preeminently the names of iwc men, Henry George, the founder of the
single tax, and Lonis ¥. Post, for over a generation its great propagandist.

Louis F. Post, whe has just ceased his labors for the common good at
almost four score years of age, has a much greater claim on the memory of
this and succeeding generations than his advocacy of some partictlar principle
of taxation, important as it may be in the life of man.

As the editor of The Public for many vears his brilliant intellect was
always at the service of those who were fghiing to realize that equality of
opporitnity so vital to the happiness of the race and so necessary to the con-
tinued existence of a truly free government,

Ome remembers fhe magnificent fights he waged in the latter part of the
fast century and the carly days of this one for absolute freedom of expression.
Some of his greatest batiles were fought to maintain the rights of those with
whose opinions he had not the lcast sympathy. He once sald that he would
ficht for the right of the devil himself to give expression to his point of view,
and that no institution could endure whose humblest member was deprived of
the right to express the truth as it was given him fo sec it.

Post believed that the prime reason for the existence of governmeni was
to enable its citizens to exercise the fullest freedom in individual development.
Men were not made to be the mere pawns of the state. Government could; be
either a tyrant or 2 nourisher of great souls, and Post bad no love for. it
except as it aliowed the freest individual developrent. :

Towis F. Post chose to serve the cause of the common man throughout
his long life, and he died in the full assurance that he had achieved ‘that
happiness which comes only to those who have kept {aith with their own souls.
His life will zo on in the struggle that other men will contimte to wage against
all the powers of tyranny in whatever shape they show themgelves. ..

—N. ¥. Telegram—]Jan, 13.

NEWS )
William N. McNair of Piitsburgh is a very earnest and capable
Single Taxer and whenever he has spare-time on his hands, he ad-
vises us and we make up a tour for him. This is easy, for among
the Service Clubs in Pemmsylvania, the Manhattan Single Tax Club
stands well. He will speak undér our auspices as follows: -
Jan. 12 Reading, Pa........ . Lions Club
13 Slatington, Pa... Rotary Club ;%
26 Bethlehem, Pa. {wams Club
31 Mabanoy City, Pa..........Rotary Club o’ E
Feb. 20 Pottaville, Pa e Liens Club ;
Newspapers gave a generous amount of space reporting Mr.
McNair's addresses.

By the st of February, our President, James R. Brown, wili have
spoken n the following cities: Bloomfield, N. J.; Ocean City,
N. J.: Montclair, N. J.; White Plains, N. Y.; Glen Rock, N. J.;
Jersey City, N. J.; Perth Amboy, N. J.; Tarryiown, N. ¥Y.; Provi-
dence, R."T.; White Plains, N. Y.; Hempstead, N. Y.; South
Amboy, N. J.; Woodbridge, N. J.; Newton, Mass. ; Boston, Mass.

ATTENTION

1f lectures or literature on the Single Tax are desired, kindly
write to the Manhatian Single Tax Club, 226 W. 47th Street and we
will be happy to accommodate,
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Nothing in life so reflects upon the intelligence of man, as the
methods we employ to raise public revenue. Our methods are unre-
lated to any sound principle of business, ethics or science, just one
grand hit-or-miss, catch-as-catch-can way of doing.

If a man ran his business as we run our tax department, we
would account him crazy and lock him up m the bughouse,

Taxation is not a collection, such as we take up to suppost a
church or charity. No, most emphatically no, 1t is a payment to the
city or state for the services and advantages we receive from city or
state, and to base the charge upon anything else than the value of such
services or advantages 13 sheer idiocy.

Take the theory of ability to pay, that some statesmen of sup-
posed intelligence advocate, It is the concept of a defective mind.
Just try and run a department store on that plan and see where you
would land. Tmagine a3 woman coming into the store and picking out
a swit. She says to the saleswoman, “How much?” The saleswoman

¥y 48

says, “How did you come to the store?” “Why 1 came in my auto.”
o 1y A Ly

Well, what kind of a car do you own? Isit a flivver, or is it a Pack-
ard?’ “My goodness! what has my car got to do with this suit?”

uuuuuu Y

“Well, Madam, you see we run this store on the same plan of business
they run the tax department. Ability to pay is our theory of business
now. If vou came in a flivver this suit will cost you $40., but if you
came in a Packard, it will cost you $80.” Omne thing is certain, that
merchant would be regarded as insane, because he ran his store as we
run our tax department. In our tax departments we should be treated
as we are treated in a sanely run store. We should pay for what we
get from the city measured by the value of what we get fromthe city and not meas-
ured by the value of what we do nof get from the city. We get from the city, roads,
streets, sewers, lights, police, fire department, eic., ete, but we pay for all these
things according to the value of the house we build or donot huild, [n other words,
we pay for our hat according to the value of our watch and chain. If 1 own a
Tot, and have the use of the street, sewer, police, fire department, ete., 1f | build
no house but let the lot remain idle, ¥ will pay very little tax. On a lot worth
$L000. 3% tax rate I would pay $30, but if 1 use my opportunity and put a
$500¢. house on my lot, then the tax department would add my private property
to the public value, assess me $10,000 and tax me $300., simply because 1 used
my oppertonity, or in plain words charge me for what the town did for me
based wpon the value of what I did for myself,

What are the true incts in this case? The $1,000 of lot selling price or as-
sessed value is $50. & vear of social or public service value the town gave me bt
il not collect.  Add to this the §30. the town did colleci and we have Jut, be-
ing the full annual value of the town’s services and advantages and is the cor-
rect and honest amount of what my tux bill should be, and to charge me $300
simply becanse 1 build a house i1s a burglar’s way of doing business. T am
rebbed of private property to the extent of $220. 2 year and in about 40 years
the valne of the house is taken from me by a siupd, dishonest and idiotic tax
law. While on the other hand, a man next to me on the same sireei, recewving
from the city exactly the swme services and advantages, which he does not nse
but which is ne reason why he should not pay for them, enly pays $30. per vear
for services worth $80., and he can capitalize the $50. of what should be taxes,
inte selling price of $1,000 and still further add yearly quite an ncrease of
ecopomic rent due to added service and advantage, nntil at the end of 40 years
he has received $20,000 for which he has rendered no service nor debivered any
goods. He got something for nothing, while I, who built o house, emploved
lahor and capital and added to the general well-being, am out $9.000. | get
nothing for something, The present tax system is a fine om indusuy and »
preminm on idleness.

4]

e e er
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PEOGRESS IN NEW JERSEY

The following letters tell a story—a good story-—a story of good
fruit, the resuit of patient effori—of a truth-—if we sow good seed
and culfivate the soil, a bounteous harvest will surely be ours,

I have spoken on taxation and distributed literature in Perth
Amboy, N. J., some six timnes, to various organizations and am booked
to speak in a few days in adjacent towns,

Out of these meetings and other influences, the desire for a
radical change in taxation has come to the good people of Perth Am-
boy.

In all my addresses I draw a very distinef line hetween the irue
interests of the real estate operator and the real estate speculator.
This is proper, for the former is a victim of the latter. This presenta-
tion has enlightened operators, and after study, many have discovered
the Single Tax to be their friend, as it is to all industry,

A meeting of Realtors and Chamber of Commerce representatives
was called by Howard Hardiman, President of the Perth Amboy Real
Estate Board, for January 9th.

The meeting was held in Perth Amboy, about one hundred fifty
men representing real estate and chambers of commerce, were present,
and after a splendid discussion, almeost unanimously carried the mo-
tion to get behind a bill that provides for the abolition of all personal
property taxes, and the amount $27,000,000, it provides shall be placed
on land values.

A very vigorous campaign is going to be carried on in the support
of this measure,

Ewine T, Corson
Realtor
757 Asbury Avenue

Oceaw Crre, N. J, Dec, 30, 1927,
Mr. James R. Brown,
¢/o Manhattan Single Tax Club,
226 W, 47th Street,
New York City, N. Y.

My dear Mr. Brown:

Since your talk to the Kiwanis Club in Ocean City I have heard a mumber
of people remark upon your subject, and # was with interest that ¥ received
the enclosed letter from the President of the Perth Amboy Real Estate Board.

It appears, at last, that the Weal Estale men are beginning to realize
what single tax means, in fact, this realtor scems to belleve that single tax
will advance us in business,

Perhaps My, Hardimen is a disciple of yours, T have been wondering
whether that is the case, or whether this idea came to him from the cutside

Again expressing appreciaiion for the talk which you gave us in Ocean
City, ¥ am

Yours very truly,

(Signed) Ewineg T. Corsow.

Dear Realtor:
Re. Restrictions on the Realiy business,

Existing New Jersey land and tax laws encourage the holding of land by
absentees and estates for an indefinitely long time, This is against the husiness
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interests of realtors, who, like all business men, are in husiness to make all
the transaciions in their particular line that can be made. In no other business
do the laws of a state encourage the holder to held on so long to an object, or
commodity, of purchase and sale )

Prices of manuvfactured and agricultural commodities are subject to fluc-
tuation, and the law offers no inducement to hold for imcreased prices. Thete
is a widespread belief that the way to make money is to buy land and hold it
until the price advances. Land is often willed in such way that it cannot be
sold for a long time, and often the heirs voluntarily continue o held for a
hoped for increase inm value. The realtor rarely has a commission to sell
for such holders, and in fact, often has a buyer at a good price, and the holder
refuses to sell. Then the broker’s efforts go for nanght.

The state Legislature encourages this condition in failing to recognize
that the site-value of land is automatically created by mere increase in popula-
tion and social services; that it is a publicly-created value and zot privately-
ereated value to be privately appropriated as is now done. Instead of levying
sufficient taxes on this publicly-created site-value to pay the expenses of
goverament, the Legislature imposes taxes on privately- created property, such
as buildings, machinery, commodities, earnings, etc., to balance the budget.

The lower the tax is on site-valve of land the easier it is to hold sites
indefinitely for an increased sale price or rent. Such practice restricis indusiry
and housing in the cities, and agriculture in ihe country, and thereby retards
the rightful development of any commusity.

Sowe may think the realty business is helped by land speculation, but on
second sober thosght they will realize that the material success and prosperity
of realtors depends largely upon the prosperity of the community in which
they operate. Any place where development of indusiry is retarded by law
is a poor place for realtors.

A tax on dogs is levied, not specially for revenue, but to suppress dogs.
A high license fee on saloons was levied years ago largely to restrict saloons.
The way the Louisiana Lottery was put out of business 2 generation ago
was by levying a tax on its tramsactions, Just so will a tax on industry drive
industry away and keep others froml coming im.  That is mow the condition
thronghout New Jersey, and as cost of government, and the tax on all forms
of labor products is increasing year by year, the economic burden beoomes
more unbearable.

As has been rightfully said, the earth is the mother, and labor the father
of all wealth, and any restriction put on the application of labor io land (and
New Jersey tax laws do this} increases the army of unemployed.

Try as we may fo find a source of revenue to replace the tax on labor
products that will not again resi on labor products, we shall find none except
the publicly-created site-value of land.

There is a rapidly increasing sentiment and demand for more public
revenue from site-value, and less from industry, farms and homes. A hill
will be iniraduced in ihe coming session of the New jersey Legislatare to en-
act this, and it is especially to the interest of all realtors to help advance it

Yours very truly,
(Signed) Howarp Harpimaw,
President,
Perth Amboy, N. 1. Perth Amboy Real Estate Board.
December 27, 1927,

Hampiman & Co, Iwc
Real Estate ond Insurance Mortgages
283 Mapie Street
Perth Amboy, N. L
January 3rd, 1928

Mr. Fames R. Brown, President,
Manhattan Single Tax Club,
226 West 47th Street,
New York, N. Y.
Dear Sir:

In reply to your leiter of December 3lst, 1927, enclosing copy of leiter
from Fwing T. Corsom, Realtor, of Ocean City, N. J, I wish to state that
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~ment-dievitably-will.add tor that--held:
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1 am very glad to see that this letter is doing good work with the Realtors
in the State.

I am having several copies of my article “Restriction on Realty Business”

copied and I will be very glad to mail you some of them as soon as they are
fintshed,

We are going to bave a State wide meeting on this tax gunestion, on
January 9th, 1928, at 2230 p. m, at the Perth Amboy Eiks Club. I would
appreciate it very much if you covld be present at that time to help us in our
endeavars to put this proposition over. The way things look now, we will
have represenfation from all over the State at this imeeting. [ have never had

Hethield, Secretary of the Perth Amboy Industrial Association, speak of you
and he joins me in asking you to be present at this meeting, if you can possibly
make it
Very truly yours,
(Signed) Howarp HarpmMaxw,
President.

BUILDING INCREASE; GRADED TAX
From: ‘Pittsburgh Post-Gazette” issue of November 30th, 1927,

H. 5. Breitemsicin, chief accountant of the Ciiy Controller’s office, bag
drawn attention to a fact that is certain to add to the credit of Pittsburgh's
alveady famous graded tax system by which buildings are levied on at only
half the rate on land. When the graded tax law was put in operation here
in 1914, with provision fora-18-per-cent. reduction. on. buildings and-for-similat- - -

egiilar-steps fu

$480,850,000 and tha S )
“valuations are given as $562,000,000 for land and-$340,000,000 £
buildings. The valuation estimates for 1929 are buildings, $575,000,000;
$565,000,000. i A .

oone-contends. that-the graded tax law is. the whole explanation-of-thats
For years, in making up for the halt in normal construction during the world
war, there has been building activity throughont the country. Nevertheless it
comes hack that those who put the graded tax law through the Legislature
promised definitely that it would stimulate building; that it was only a matter
of common sense that favoring improvements as against land held in idleness
would have that effect. No matter how much they were called mere “Single
Tax theovists,” they siuck to it—even in the years when the war checked
ordinary building. And what a fight the law had for its life at the beginning.
Tt even was repealed by the 1915 legislature, but Governor Brambaugh saved
it by vetoing the reptaler. It is significant that a number of sessions have
passed since without hearing a single call for repeal of the measure, Pitts- -
burgh seems it last firmly to have adopted the plan, and. this-Jatest-announce:

Furilier, with An increase in building—with a greater valuation for distri-
buticn of the levy—the fax rate, if not reduced, may be kept from soaring, It
tends to reduce/the average rate. The tentative millage figure stiggested for
1928 are 255-.0n land and 1275 on buildings, Computation under the graded
plan would mike of the two a flat rate of 19.3 miils.

The egfixusfastic supporiers of this Pitisburgh tax plan should statt now ° -~
arranging-Tor the. celebration when the building valuation passes that of land. |
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TAXATION AND HEALTH
By

{ Alabama®

The widespread interest in good health has caused a close study
of the conditicns affecting health. As a result of this study people
are learning in a scientific way much aboui sanitation, food, proper
housing, working conditions, poverty, worry, physical eulture, travel
and recreation, child Iabor, and women’s labor n relation to health
and general well-being. It may be fairly said that the American peo-
ple now have a real conscicusness of health, and they are prepared to
go the limit both personally and in the various governmental units to ar-
rive at a better plane of living. .

The campaigns of newspapers, magazines, books, societies are
bearing fruit. It is nothing unusual to see houses screened in districts
where people formerly paid no attention to mosquitoes and flies. The
great cities are grappling with the problem of homes for the people,
and largely with a view to conserving the people’s health, Insurance
companies that used merely to collect premiums and pay claims now
mainiain expensive nealth services to protect their policy-holders,
while their advertisements tell the whole reading public “how to live”.
The National Life Extension Institute, composed of some of the
biggest men in the country, advises and conducts physical examina-
tions so that people will not go too far before incorrect bodily condi-
tions are observed and corrected. Men from the farms find a health
examination awaiting them when they seek work in the factories; and
students in school and college must take the tesis. Matters like dust
in factories, safety apphances, hours of labor, are the subject of legis-
lative as well as industrial regulation. Within the last twe or three
decades a great impetus has been given to the recreation movement.
The cne thing binding together all these activities of private and pub-
lic, local and national bodies, and of individuals is the idea that man
is entitled to a life as free as possible from disease both for his own
sake and for the sake of the entire community. And we have learned
to think of the community in the widest possible sense.

What T am to do in this article is to show what part taxation may
play in the effort to build up the people’s health, or what part 1t may
play in tearing down their health. Tt may not be exactly a syllogism
to say “Taxation affects everybody ; health is a concern of everybody;
therefore taxation affects health.” But at least if some connection
can be found between our system of getting the money for public

putposes, and the public health, we need not be surprised. o,
\& Fow most folks, including legislators, act as if it makes no dif- :
E ference how we levy the taxes, so long as the money comes. If yofi

erdoubt this, just consider the public statements made by law-makers
when taxation bills are being considered. Practically every statement
issued in print and on platform tells how much money each section
of the tax bill is estimated o bring into the treasury of nation or
state or county or school district, and sometimes how much will be
spent for this or that important government service. The effect that
a tax may have on the people—except the one effect of protecting
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home industry and providing the workmen with full dinner patls—
is entirely overlooked. So far as taxation having any effect on health™ ¥
one way or the other, that is farthest from the thoughts of cur public
men as expressed. u
All of us will agree that good houses, of reasonable size in pro-
portion to the family, are necessary for heaith, and so we have many
and varied efforts for better homes. "

: A man proposes to build himself a home. He has heard so
much about good homes that he is surprised that good roads are more
wanted and more hospitably treated. IHe thought that the govern-
ment would be proud to have him establish a shelter for his family,
but he finds that after all they did not want him to build a home.
They are so angry with him for getiing a place to stay that they
charge him a round sum every year and call it tax. He finds out
about it when his contractor includes the cost of a city permit with
the contract price. “Permit?” he exclaims; “you mean the permit
15 a little matter of formality so that when I go to the city hall to get
it the mayor will congratulate me on building.” “Oh, no,” says the
contractor, “they make every man who builds a house pay them a
percentage for a piece of paper with some writing on it.”

“I see, I see,” says our young husband, who has been so busy first
inn school and later at work that he has not had time to keep up with
the city hall tactics. Only he had listened to so many spell-binders
speak up for the American Home, with a capital H, that he almost
thought there might be a city appropriation to help build them. 3o
he says, “Well, here’s the money for the permit. I reckon that’s all
the mayor wants.”

“No,” says the contractor, “you will have to pay the city, county
and state together two dollars on every hundred the house and lot
are worth, The house is costing two thousand and the lot cost—
five hundred, do you say? Well, twenty-five hundred dollars. Two
percent of twenty-five hundred is fifty, and you will have to pay them
ffty dollars.”

“You don't mean it.”

“Yes, just that. T've been building houses here a long time, and
I know.”

“Weli, Tll pay the fifty and be through with that.”

“Through? Why, man, you bave just begun. I mean you will
have to pay fifty dollars a year!”

“Give me those plans, then, I sign nothing till this thing is cut
down. Fifty dollars a year! And me building one of those homes,
sweet homes, that the city school taught me to sing about!”

The young man fgures and figures. Finally he shows his work
to the contractor and tells him to cut the plans and specification
to $1500. Tiere is how he reasoned it out. The tax was $50.00 a
year on house and lot, $40.00 on the house and $1000 on the lot
$2000 was zll that he could put out for a home so that he would need
to invest a part of his cash in order to get enough inierest money to
pay the tax on the rest. So it worked out that $1500 at 2 per cent.
would give a $30 fax on the house, while the other $500 invested at
& per cent would produce an income of $30, enough to pay the tax.
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He figured that he would gladly pay $40 a year for the lot if he had
not had to pay $500 for it in the first place.

it means just this: every bouse is cut down about one-fourth m
size and equipment on account of house taxes. No matter how rich
3 man is he cannot build 2 taxed house, whether for his home or for
rental, to equal an untaxed house. Cutting down the house may not
mean much to a rich man, but {0 a poor man it means that he is
cramped for space, or that he does not have proper heat insulation,
or suhstantial himber, or that it is not fire-safe, or that he is without
good quality of plumbing, or maybe that he has no plumbing at all
Cutting down the house may mean the lack of privacy for various
members of the family, or no sewing Toom or nursery or study room,
no place to solate the sick members of the housshold.

Tt is hardly necessary for me in this year of grace to argue the
effect of this cutting down of the house on the family’s health. Tt is
bad enough on the family in a detached house. But when we consider
the tenements, we come o the despair of our social uplift agendcies.
Living in dark holes in the walls, in breezeless hot houses in the sum-
mer tume, without play space or decency space, it is well known that
tenement dwellers have too high sickness and death rates.

The taxation of houses and furniture, since it operates to in-
crease the cost of that prime family necessity—a home—and to cur-
tail its uotility, is seen to be distinctly a factor against the people’s
health.

What we want in food is the proper variety of high quality n
sufficient quantity at a fair price. Taxation touches us at all these
points, The taxes on tarm equipment and railroads operate to raise
the price of goods at the farm and at the stores without increasing
the income of farmers or railroad men. The taxes that consumers
of farm produets pay on their homes take so much money that there
is very little left to buy food. Hence, between the hard facts, first,
of little money with which to buy food, and, second, of high price for
what one does buy, there are many who never get enough to eat, while
few people there are who can get the wide variety of things that they
need. Farmers keep talking about the injustice of the tariffs on im-
ports. They are right in seeing the tariff as harmful to them and to
their customers. But to clamp on an agricultural tax in addition to
our other taxes would only make matters worse by ruining the farmers’
market, “Equalize” is right, But how to equalize?

Every operation with food pays its tax, and every tax adds a
percentage of profit every time the goods change hands. Grocers
must take out license. There are special fees for handling many
products, And the consumer must pay for it all. I would not be
surprised if more than half the price of food is really taxes and profit
on taxes.

What, then, about the milk, and the fruit and the vegetables that
people need? The people just suffer for the lack of correct food,
while the farmer is always needing relief. Something wrong? Maybe.

Ask any sanitary officer or social worker what is the greatest single
menace to sanitary conditions in a town, and he will probably tell you:
“the vacant lots full of weeds, the rickety shacks called houses.” This
sounds like two things, but it is one thing—land not put to the best
use. And land is held from the best use because the owner, who
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perhaps bought it years ago at a small price is taxed wery little on the | §
growing value of the land, and so can keep on holding 1t until some- = %
body in great meed of the lot pays his figire.  Thus, while men who i
build homes are made to pay an annual fee called tax on house and

land, their neighbors may be breeding mosquitoes and maintaining |
a weed-seed nursery on the vacant lots, paying very litile to the gov- | E
¥
i

ernment against the day when buyers will beg for the land at any @
price. Thus by our simpleness do we maintain nuisances at our doozs

Likewise the wornout shacks. There they will stay, the house
decreasing gmduaﬂy to nothing in value, the land increasing steadily,
the rent remaining high, the tax remaining low, uniil one day our
landlord sells. The new owner 13 penalized by the high price of the :
land (the buildings are mere junk), by the tax on this high value and ’
by the fact that capital which might have gone into his (lwelc)pment
went largely to buy the land. The low tax that-weg charge on valuable™ 71 |
land thus directly encourages the maintenance of unsanitary cond1i1g;15 B
in our midst. N A

Why the hard, and often losing, struggle to secure good working
cgnd‘\t!n"r‘ ';-n”'z Lq_‘q‘jah@?‘ D§ nﬂ"“‘ i"hor "‘1’11'1 ﬂ]“’”}!"" t824 PF [‘h‘!’{
Iabor in mdustry? Ordmarlly we hear and read that it is the capitalist
whe is the enemy of labor. 1 do not believe it. How can a man who
has a club (i. e., a tool, capital} injure me in my work or prevent me
from working with a club, as long as I can go to the woods and get
me a club myself? But when a man tells me that the woods are his
and that I cannot get a club from them uniess T accept his terms, then
I am injured in my work. The enclosure of the public land by private
parties with public approval and inadequate payment to the public,
permits a few people to claim title to land many iimes what they can
ever use, whife other men are landless and cannot buy at all. When
these landless men bargain for a job in industry they must accept a
one-sided contract because they cannot maintain themselves by work-
ing for themselves on the land. Tt would not be necessary for the
workman to leave the factory in order to enforce a demand for better
pay. If he could get hold of some land to use, on payment of what
it is worth for use while he uses it, the very fact that it was possible
to do that would put him on an equality with the employer, and he
would secure his full earned wages.

Why, then, would his wife or young children need to work in the
factory? He couid maintain them himself, As for the few children
with no one to support them, the government would better maintain
and educate them up to a certain age than to permit them fo enfer in-
dustry too soon, Women who must work would benefit as men would
from freedom to use the land. It is only through the equality that
comes from the freedom to use the land that working conditions will
e made right. All things that Iabor unions strive for, if these are
really valuable and worth while, they would get, and that by simple
bargaining. The health of the worker would Te directly safeguarded
in the industry, and the health situation at his home would feel the
effect of increased wages and better working conditions.

Physical culiure, recreation, iravel, reading, call for leisure, and
health depends in large measure upon them:. But how shall we get
leisure? There is almost none for the majority no matter how they
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work, for their wages are held close to the hine of mere subsistence;
arid leisure is for the minority only as they live upon the labors of
the majority. But what we want is a reasonable amount of leisure
for evervhody. The application of science to the physieal problem
of production has given us an earnest of a gracious plenty of goods
for use. Indeed we now have periods of so-called over-production,
and factories shut down because they have produced too many goods,
while folks have not epnough clothes or food or books The fact is
that, with the increase of knowledge and skill, there is now and wrill
be in increasing proportion an ability to produce the goods we need
in a short time. But now the heavy taxation on work as it is per-
formed increases all costs and consequently increases the time it takes
to earn a lving. The taxes act as so much ummecessary friction, in-
creasing the labor required to accomplish a given result. The work-
man is beaten down on both ends. At his work he is unequal to his
emplover in bargaining because of the emplover’s control of land (not
his control of tools), and thus his income is below what it should be;
as a conswmer he must reimburse zll the men who paid the rates on
the goods he buys, for the rates and for the profits on them. And
profits on taxes mount up just like compound interest, only faster.
Beaten down as producer and as consumer he becomes almost like
Browning’s Pippa with one precious day for vacaticn each year. Yet
he does have some time with no work to do—but this is mot leisure;
it is unemployment. The tired man, needimg the time for recreation,
for travel, for reading and physical culture, must walk the streets
looking for work, cursing his fate because so much has been produced
that men musi stop work until they are able io save enough money
to buy what has been produced so that they can go to work again.

Meanwhile the family of the employer is enjoying itself with
leisure that is too great for useful personal advancement.

Taxes? Yes, that is the answer again. Remove the taxes from
labor and commodities, which means to take the friction from the
industrial machine, and put the taxes where they belong—on land
Do this, and you will find that the natural common sense oi men wiil
assert itself. They will work as long as necessary 1o provide the
necessities, comforts, and some luxuries of life; and then they wilt
use a liberal amount of time to re-create, fo rebuild themselves, to live
with their families, to study pature, fo see something of this warld
and 1ts people.

Health? Tell me—wheo are healthier—ihe pecple who hve 2
cramped life, witheut leisure, in fear of unemployment, or those
whose interests. are zs broad as humanity and who have time and
means for developing these nterests?

And now comes Old Man Worry, We all kanow that worry 18
against health. There is no need to dwell on that, The great worry
that we have comes from fear—fear of losing financial standing and
therchy losing one’s relative position in the community, [ claim that
the system of a capitahized value for land causes men in buying land
to bet that the land will never go below a certain annual value as
long as they have a direct or indirect interest in it. Here is how it
works out: A piece of land is worth $80 for use one year. We say
it has an annual value of $80. If the government takes $20 in tax,
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there is a net value of $60. If money is worth 6 per cent. per year
then the land is worth $1000 at capitalized price, because $60 is 6 per
cent. of $1000. Now then, if the man has amy reason to believe that
the net rent will drop below $60r he will hesitate or refuse io pay so
much, But if he is willing to pay $1000 it is because he believes that,
with interest at 6 per cent. the net annual value of the land will never
be below $60. And in paying $1000 he really is placing a bet against
all the world that during any time while he may be interested the land
will never drop below $60. When, therefore, the value moumts, in a
boom, the owner is feverish with excitement, and his one agony comes
from his struggle to seil at the “top of market.” If for any reason
condifions bring about a decrease in annual value, then his worries
begin. He counts his loss not from the $1000 at which he bought but
from the “top of the market” where he might have sold. The real
estate men told him that the land is a fine wmvestment because “land
can't run away.” He wakes to find that the value can run away from
land.

Thus we have the ownership of land causing a hectic existence,
full of worry and excitement. In place of this system is offered the
tenure of land on payment to government of the annual value, what-
ever that value may be. If population increases in the region and the
governmental services increase, there will be more annual value and no
hardship will result because the land is returning to the owner full value.
If on account of decrease of population or establishment of a nuisance
in the neighborhood the value decreases, the owner will simply in that
year pay a smaller sum to agree with the value of the land. The owner
will pay little or nothing for the transfer of the land to him, but he
will pay to the government {for the use of national, state and Jocal
units) practically the fall value for the time being. A man’s hope of
income, then, is based entirely on his own labor. But as every other
man's income is based on labor of mind and hand, there is no op-
pertunity for the varied changes of fortune and the worries incident
to them. This, then, is “how to equalize,” and how to get rid of
poverty.

_Folks, look through this proposition. It is not original with me.
7 -Batif you want to improve the general health and if you believe that
T .-factors governing health are good housing, good food, samifary ar-
rangements, good working conditions, leisure for personal develop-
ment, and freedom from worry and from the fear of poverty,—then
if you want to continue the present system of low tax on land and
high tax on labor and materials, you have the job of showing how .

the present system may promote health. #

i

We take tax money for the building of good ro8dE]
not tax the public roads, If we did, we would have few good roadg
By the-same.token as long as we tax houses we shali never have as
many good houses as we need. So it does make a difference after
all how we carry the tax burden just as it makes a difference how _we
carry any other burden.

Wireram H. DiNgivs
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SOME OF MARY —AND OF MARTHA

of the worid

VST A
VoL LRLINsNY R

Who somechow seem to cut the pe
As davs and weeks and years roll by

vire lucky guve” these other ten
Who are eovied by the rest of men

Hut the ninety wishers never seem
- 1t’s the millk that makes the cream.

T sen:

Beneath the soriace the reaszon lics
Which proves the ninety are not “wise,”

For why are they mot iike other men
These fow

Ve

I the Tipper Ten?
Rjay!

Onmce and for 2l the reason learn:
Hecause they Owen nstead of Earn!

Legalized privilege gives them gold
Beyond the deesims of a pirate bold,

The Community’s natural mcome—rent,
To these sons of Mary is given and spent;

Become a ground hog, that's the wheeze
it yow aspire w0 raise e breezet”

Well—what can the sons of Marthz do
To unscramble this econoimic stew?

For public revenue let-them take,
The rent, that everyone helps to make.

From all taxation thus set free
The huwman family will ive i glee,

‘Cause each will have what will be “bon,”
A full retur from his bram and brawn.

Why do the Ning
To darien the mirror of

Natural Law?

Tack of knowledget-there's the cat
That’s eating the proletasiat.

J. R, Incgsow.
Ottawa.
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