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posts were asssiled here yesterday
afternoon by Ocar H. Geiger, director,

Henry George School of Social Sci!

‘ence, New York, as dishonest Jevies
and contributors to uncmployment.
. Mr. Geiger spoke before the Balti-
more Open Forum meeting at the
Lyric, devoting most of his address
to an explanation of the late Henry
George's single-tax theory and to a
plea for its adoption. Mr. Geiger of-
fered the single tax as an essential
remedy for the economic depression.
Also Called Crime Cure
Had he had time cnough, he said,
he would have shown that the single
tax also would cure “crime and dise
ease.” :
. His audience of 500 mon and women
received his hour-and-a-half address
in a silence broken occasionally by
applause from members of the Mary-
land Tax Reform. Assaciation, singles
tax proponents, who filled some of the
boxes, - '
Wauld Tax Land Only
Holding that land alone should he
faxed, Mr. Geiger argued that taxes on
personal property, incomes and coms
‘modities tend to produce or increase
unemployment - because  they  are
“laxes on human effort and thrift”
Using the words of an pighteenth-con-
tury physioerat; he also deseribed in-
direct taxstion as being “designed {o

snquawking” Sales taxes and similar

Tells Forum Indirect Levies
Coniribute To Unemployment

Director Of Henry Ceorge St.hcal Of Sacial Science
Offers Single-Tax Theory As Essential Remedy
For Economic Depression

© Sales tax and other indirect im- ixﬁpasﬁ.ha said, a':;e

get the most feathers with the least

»

resoried to by
governments “ia keep the consumer
from knowing he's paying taxes”

Tllustrating the effect of *laxes on
human cffort and thrift,” he said that
the high, slit-like windows in old
Dutch and Spanish houses were the
sesult of a tax levied on windows ex-
ceeding 2 certain standard width,
Earlier houses in those two couniries
had had windows almost as wide as
ihe Houses themselves,

Gives Ownership Figures

Mr. Geiger said Federal statistics
show that five per cent. of the popu-!
lation of the United States owns all;
the land in this country, “No wender,”.
he added, “that four per cent. of the
population gets cighty per cent. of the'
wealth, eighty per cent. of the coun-
try's annual income and that the poors
est twenty-five per cent. of the popu~
lation in 1930-got less than four per
cent. of the national income.™ 3

Quoting Professor Gardner Means,
of Columbia University, Mr. Gelger
said that if the trend toward wealth
concentration  shown  fny  the last
twenly years continued in seventy
years all the wealth of the United
States would be in the control of six
corporate interests, The wealth con-
centration trend has heen so aceoler-
ated since Professor Means made his
calculations fifteen months apo that,
Mr. Geiger said, the result he fore-
cast actually would come about within

fifty years, if the pace were held.




