The

Committee of
Forty-Eight

For a Conference of Americans
who are equally opposed to
Reaction and Violent
Revolution
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and the reasons for it

ISSUED BY

The Committee of Forty-Eight
15 East 40th Street, New York City
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Will You Join Us Now?

NAME ADDRESS

Sign yourself, secure other signatures and
return immediately to

COMMITTEE OF FORTY-EIGHT

15 EAST 40th STREET,
NEW YORK
e



The Aims of the

Committee

The Committee of FQrty-_Eight has

been formed for the purpose of.

Ist—Organizing a conference of
Americans interested in a thor-
oughgoing program of funda-

mental reconstruction.

2nd—Presenting to such a confer-
ence a tentative platform deal-
ing with political, social, indus-
trial and international recon-

struction.

3rd—Discussing at the Conference

the possibility of
a—Forming a political party.

b—Forming a coalition with

other political parties.

c—Creating an organization to
translate liberal conviction into

political action.

d—Accepting such other analo-
gous suggestions as are pre-
.sente,d'by_ delegates to th'e_'con;
ference, o
BEd .



The Reasons for the Committee

The Committee of Forty-Eight has issued the
following call:

Revolution or Reconstruction?

A Call to Americans

America has reached a turning point in her
. history. The time has come for all free minds

to meet in concerted effort to face and shape
the crisis.

Despite America’s splendid success in a war
waged against foreign autocracy, our country
is menaced by the growing power of an auto-
cratic and reactionary minority at home. We
stand in danger of losing many of the liberties
and advances won in the course of our national
development, There is grave likelihood of our
being left stagnant and backward in a world that
for the most part is vigorously reorganizing its
economic and political life.

Centralization and autocracy are increasing
rapidly in the orgamzanon of government, in the
control of credit, and in the determinaiton of
public opinion. The very classes whose labors in
factory and field are the basis and substance of
our economic power, find no effective political
medium through which to express their economic
_demand, but by deceptive diversions of our party-
system are denied their proper representation in
the law-making bodies of the nation.

Criticism, competent or not, is discouraged;
periodicals are suppressed with hardly a pretense
of adequate hearing; public assemblies meeting
under constitutional guarantees are dispersed by
official force or by mob violence bred of official
intolerance; our women are subjected to unwar-
ranted delays in their campaign for the fulfilment
of democracy; agricultural and labor organizers
and political heretics are not only suppressed but
are in many cases sent to penitentiaries for terms
whose unprecedented severity would surprise even
the fallen despots of Europe.

Meanwhile the cost of armaments, the orgies
of profiteering, the extravagances of administra-
tion, the expense of innumerable agencies of
suppression combined with lack of any intelli-
gent and far-sighted budget system, swell the
public debt, devouring loans and revenues before
they can be collected, and sending prices always
beyond the reach of fifteen million families whose
physical and  intellectual well being are the final
test of our collective development and survival.

It is the privilege of America, protected by its
vestige of geographical seclusion, to profit by the
experiences of Europe. Europe too has had its
reactionary ruling minorities, its industrial auto-
crats, its financial oligarchies, its massive arma-
ments, its hated conscription, its corrupt and
futile politics, its suppression of dissent, its
judicial frightfulness, its bursting budgets, its
toilers broken of body and bitter of soul. And
Europe has revolution.
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Is this what Americans want? We do not
think so.

We believe that there is intelligence enough
in this country, if it will but come together, to
catch control of the current of things and co-
operate directively with the inevitable forces of
human growth. To Reaction and Revolution we
oppose Reconstruction; not as a catchword and
pretense, but as an organized effort to find some
new adjustment of the changing powers that
constitute society,

Many of us believe that these readjustments
demand a new political alignment, that the old
parties are determined to withhold that which
the American people are determined to have.
Day by day men come to see more clearly that
these organizations have lost that spirit to serve
the people which was embodied once in Jefferson
and another time in Lincoln; that the shell has
hardened and stifled the growth within. With
exceptions lost amoung the instances, the poli-
ticians whom we have elected have misrepresented
our desires and laughed at our hopes; they have
opposed with a cynical accord all that we have set
our hearts on as vital to the renovation of Amer-
ican life. There are times when by the vigor of a
personality, the old mechanisms are driven to
gome efficacy and result; but the mechanism soon
overcomes the man, pushes him aside, and undoes
his little work. America cannot grow much more
in these old skins.

Rather must reconstruction derive its impetus
and direction from the political organization of
the manual and mental workers of the country.
The future belongs not to the inheritors and
manipulators of great wealth but to the men and
women who live by their work of hand or brain
and know by hard experience the needs and aspir-
ations of the common life.

It is the purpose of the Committee of Forty-
Eight to summon from all parts of the country
the leaders of its liberal thought and of its
forward-looking citizens to meet in confer-
ence. We hope that out of this assemblage of
the hitherto scattered forces of Amercanism
will come a flexible statement of principles
and methods that will permit effective co-
operation with organized Labor and Agricul-
tural workers in the tasks of social recon-
struction.

So we send out this call. It is not such an
opportunity as comes with every day. The world
is fluent now, and responds readily to every
moulding force; but let it find a form and it will
congeal again into resistance and immobility. All
minds are awake today as seldom before, all
hearts are astir with hopes and open to large
purposes; but these minds will shrivel once more
into their grooves, these hopes will lose their glow,
if we miss this chance to organize the liberal
intelligence of America into coherent voice and
form. It may be the final opportunity of our
generation.

We need your Time, Enthusiasm, Advice
and Money.
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Among the Signers of this
Call are

WEST
Tmomas Aopis ...California
MELINDA ALEXANDER Montana
GEorcE BOKE ... -w..California
Marie C, BREuM... _California

Pror, G. G. BExnyamin.

owa
UsHER L. BURDICK .couecns North Dakota

JorxN e Oklahoma
Dorr H, CarroLr North Dakota
A, M. CrarRIN California
Omnx G, Cray Montana
Davip C. COATES..arrieeraernee P, Washington
ALBERT CROISSANT, LCalifornia

Pror, Crarewcs M. Casg. Towa

TroMas D, ELTOT.n. . Washington
Epcar R. Frsurr California -
C. J. Frawce -Washington
H, E. Fraser Washington

Rev. R. A. FRIEDRICH.. .Nebraska
(‘_I‘,OHN H, GABRIET LColorado

. H, GREENWOOD.. .-Washington
Jowa
;g Minnesota

H. H. GriFrrrss..
Crarexct D, HALBE

A, E. Howr Washington
Arpert W. KRUGER. .o ...Minnesota
Rev. RopErT E. AVE-LALLEMANT......Minnesota
oux T. Laws Montana

“p, LEE North Dakota

Ropert D. LEwH....

Mge, Saran E. Lyows. Minnesota
A, E. Mapison..... California
ANNE MarrIN.... N evada
Pavr, Romerts South Dakota
0. H, P. SHELLEY e Monitana
Jouw F. Sivcrar Min t

James. A. Smuirw
C A, Sorensow..

0. SPAGEBERG ~Minnesota
W cf TavLor Nebraska
WVax Onspant Oregon

..California
-Colorado
-California

CLORE WARNE ...
BerT WILLARD .
Ben F. WiLson..
JupeE ArtHur G. WRAY
Grorce M. Wircox...
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MIDDLE WEST

A. F. BenTLEY. Indiana
HERBERT S. BICELOW ..o cvereecneneenn Ohio
Warren S. BrauveLr Michigan

W. P. Botanp Pennsylyvania

--Missouri
-Michigan

Wat, CHANCELLOR.wrirsmsnransemsensmrarens -Ohio

Liwis CrLarg Arkansas
Dz, Estus H, COLLER..ccwetmmmssrmrssinsnmnns. Michigan
Orro CuLLMaN Illinois

Mgs, H. H. DONALDSON..cooomrrimmsccsran PenNSY IVANia
D. C. Finiey Missouri

Pror, LawrExce E. GRIFFIN.w. wemmbennsylvania
Pror, M. H. Hl!,m}:s‘..._..m.. T -Wisconsin

Pror. Rorert HERRICK ........
Jouw H. Hunr
Cuarres F. Horruman..

Frorence Stoax H .Illinois
Mary H. Incram Pennsylvania
Morron - L. Jomnsow... Tllinois

M, J. Karpr Ohio

Jorivs Kespout, ... _Illinois
VirciNia LAMBERT ... ~Missouri

Kenwern S. LATOURETTE hio
Torn Howarp LEVER.. - Missouri
vsa H. LiMpavcH ~Missouri
Rev. J. I. Lucas Arkansas
Miss MARY MCDOWELL...oocomsemcaneanion Illinois
H. McGiLr Tndiana




Rev. %}mu MacIvor Missouri

Rgv. WaLter MacPHERSON ... lllinois
A, K. Mavyarp Tilinois
FaeEp A, Moorg . Wisconsin
REv. ORLO J. PRICE..coriviememeiveicaiissmnes Michigan
W. B. Rumix Wi in
GEORGE A. SCHILLING 111:!;@9
-Ohio
Caariis. D. Suaruow Michigan
W. A Surre Michigan
C. 5. SpoonEr Illinois

S. DopcgE SQUIRES... Michigan
Tutopore F. THIEME.. .
Cart, D. TuHoMPSON....
HARRIET STOKES THOMPSON,
Geprir T, T
Dr. Samurr THURMAN.
GusTtavus TUCKERMAN | ’
Rev. Rosr, D. VINTER.. ....‘...............‘.WISCﬂnsln
Epwarn W, Wens
CrArLES WEIDLER
Carvin WirLiams ...
Bismor CHarLEs D, WiLLIAMS.
Pror. Tyrenl, WILLiams
Harry H. WILLOCK....
Epwarp M. Winsron...
}AM’ES YouncerLoon .. -.Missouri
OHN ZAHND Missouri

SOUTH
Harry A. ALLERS Maryland
MuRrRAY AUERBACH ....... Georgia
E. W. Bacevy Kentucky
Rev. J. E. Birp Alabama
Dr. Henry Borst. --Florida
L L. Cannmaxw --South Carolina
R, E. CanrreLt Georgia

J. DupLEy CARROLL
Jnuss H. Crancy..

F. CocHRAN.....- Maryland
FEEDERICK A. C. Cowrir -.North Carolina
S, H. Crarc : Texas
A, C.. DAPFRON e mrmemsmsnsinans Tennessee
C. A, DacrLey Ten
SAMUEL DANZIGER eeernaecuene T T e Louisiana
Crarence C, Dirs District of Columhla

-..North Carolina
Georgia
-..Distriet of Columbia

Pror, LEonwarn Fox
W. N. Ganrwmaw..
GirsoN GARDNER ...

H. J. Garrgrr Georgia
T, R. Grzss Georgia
LynN HAIFES cecercsecercecsraneeen District of Columbia
%\.7 M. Haur Georgia
TLLIAM HABD i ~District -of Columbia

. Harris
Dr. J. C. HowELL.-..
Dr. G. M. Huwr
Cora HurTcHINSON
Myron A, KESNER..

T. Leprorp ; i
ocER G. LEws North Carolina
. MecCr, Areorgia

North Carolina

JamEs G. K. McCLURE, JR‘
Maryland

James McNamara

{:,“‘ Es A, MercaLy .. seorgia
ro¥, WirLiam F. Ocpurn District of Columbhia
Rotanp PALMEDD ...Virginia

. G, Parrick Kentucky

R. 5. PrINGLE .Georgia
Arrrur W. Rawsow_. - Virginia

H, D. RICHARDSON .Maryland

M., W. Rives ...North Carolina
W, O, SAUNDERS.. .North Carolina
Grorce A. SHaw.. Georgia

Sara T. SHOEMAEER. irgi
Harry A. SLATTERY

2 SNEIDMAN exas
A. M. Sousv.... Tennessee
WesTERN STARR ... i Maryland
H. N. Sroxes -Distriet of Columbia
F. C. VOLKMANN oooercsssmsrasitims ssmiansnas Maryland
Lavea C. WirtLiams District. of Columbia
T. A, WILLIAMSON..cotomirsmrarmsessnrennen- GEOTEIA



EAST

Dr, C. C. BarrmoLOMEW, .................New York

Ropert C. BENCHLEY....... e N EW York
HARRIET BREWER ..oooe...... o New York
BENTAMIN BREWSTER ........... PR— \ [\’ &8 {1794
Rongrr W. BRUERE..... i

ALTER T BORNS i et rernensNEW York
Rev. Herserr W. BUTLE? M. 1
Jorn Carrxs . Connecticut
Joun S. Copman Massachusetts

Lincoly CoLcorp mranemsmssneneaNEW  York

MeArListEr COLEMAN . .New York
Mgzs, Gemaip A. COOPER...cevcomeNew York
HERBERT CROLY ...cvieeesmesnmsemcraans e New York
Timoray CrowLiy rnsrsmnraseneees OTTIECEH E UL
HELEN DANA ooeceeeeeneemssrerenrsaee V6w York
DorotnY DICKINSON .cooseeseeresenecemm NeW York
EAN DICKINSON ..oceoicecsmsemsrmsemesannns Massachusetts
ELLE DE RivEra New Jersey
oHn F, Durry Rhode Island

ILL DURANT .oceremesmsessasnaenens e Mew York

. Epwarps New York

ViLLiam P, EvErts Massachusetts
E. I. Fisuem New Hampshire
Ropert H, ‘GARDINER Maine -

CrarRLoT1E PERKINE GILMAN.........New York
PERCY STICKNEY GRANT..... New York

Louise Apams Grouf....... New York
Marrrew HaLg . assachusetts
Dr. GrorcE Ray TarE... New York
Pror.- ELLeEN Haves. M. husetts
Bertaa HILLS oereereeeceraeeee. Vermont
C. G. Hoac Pennsylvania
H. B HOFFMAN...oreraeansrens ermeerenenNeW York
. HoLmMmEes Maine

om« HAYNES HOLMES...cooonrerenemne New  York

. A, H. Horgrins..... . NEew Jersey
xsnsnrc C. Howe ew York

W. HUEBSCH......... e llew York
Launsn‘a\ T. Jamus New Jersey
ALVIN JOHNSON ... "
MarryN JOHNSON ... New York
H. M, KaLLEN Massachusetts
Acnes Brown LEacH elVew York
RopeERT MoORSS LOVETT...ommmsnnne. New York

Frawces Lucas Rhode Island
ALLEN MCCURDY (cveecuireenecaes ......‘..New ork
DunLey Fierp Marowg.
Dr. Erias MarcorLis....
HiraM MODERWELL ........
H. R. Mussey .
Grorce NasMmyru Massachusetts
Crarrs W, NEWMAN.ovevesnee. New  York
Arserr_J. Nock New York
Mgs. Gornonw NoRRIE... -.New York
Harvey O’Hicerns . e NEW  JETSEY
Frang A. Parrison. New Jersey
Mary Parrison New Jersey
Amos Prwcaor New York
WiniFrep RuoaD: -New Hampshire

R. P. RisLEv Pennsylvania
Rura RoBiwnsow Rhode Island
Gineerr E, Ron New York
PorrEr E. SARGENT Massachusetts
ProrF. NATHANIEL SCHMIDT..on .New York

Argert De SiLver e Vew York
Mary KINGEBURY SIMEHOVITCH.....New York

Craarrort® Hunwewenn SoecHAN.....New York
Dororay WHITNEY STRAIGHT.....c...New York

Oroway TRAD e ~New York
Pror, James Bisumor THOMAS.........New York
Roperr D. Townwe.. = Pennsylvania
L. H, TRIESCHMANN.. .Connecticut

Pror, Francis Tysoxw.. - Pennsylvania

RatpE B. URMY.ceoennn Sy o s NeW Jersey
Hexprie Winium Vaw Loow ~New York
Frawxrin WENTWORTH .. Massachusetts
Grorcr, P. WEST .o L ...New York

WaLTER E. WEYL.ooorriensersamsanee W York

Joun PRATT WHITMAN...coomcpesemnasen. Massachusetts
Mrs. Joun Pratt WHITMAN............Massachusetts
Pror. (HARLES ZUEBLIN..... -..Massachusetts
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