THE GREAT ADVENTURE IN CALIFORNIA

State Headguarters, Los Awcerzes, 703 Tajo Bidg., First and Broadway. Main 4905
Saw Frawcrsco, 948 Moarkei, Hoom 611, Pouglos s600. Berrpisv, 2617 Virginia.

is not necessary, therefore, to make these isiands private property.
. Though for reasons greatly less cogent, the great public domain of the
American people has been made over to private ownership as fast as
anybody could be got to take It, these islands have been leased at z
~rent of $317,500 per year, prebably not very much less than they could
_have been sold for at the time of the Alaska purchase. They have
already yielded two millions and a half to the national treasury, and
they are still, in unimpaired value (for wnder the careful management
‘of the Alaska Fur Company the seals increase rather than diminish),
the common property of the people of the United States.

So far from the recognition of private property in land being neces-
sary to the proper use of land, the contrary is the case. Treating land
as private property stands in the way of its proper use. Were Jand
treated as public property it- would he used and improved as soon as
there was need for its use or improvement, but being treated as private
property, the individual owner iz permitied to prevent others from
using or improving whai he cannot or will not use or improve himself.
When the title is in dispute, the most valuable land lHes unimproved for
vears; in many paris of England improvement is stopped because, the

_estates being entailed, no security to improvers can be given; and Jarge
tracts of ground whick, were they treated as public property, would be
covered with buildings and crops, are kent idle to gratify the caprice of
‘the owner. In the thickly settled parts of the United States there is
enough land to maintain three or four times our present population,
lying unused, because its owners are holding it for bigher prices, and
Immigrants are forced past this unused land to seek homes where their
labor will be far less productive. In every city valuable lots may be
seen lying vacant for the same reason. If the best use of land be the
test, then private property in land is condemned, as it is condemned by
every other consideration. It is as wasteful and uncertain a mode of
securing the proper use of land as the burning down of houses is of
roasting pigs. :

.When vou have read this pass it along te someone who hasn't. I is one of 2
series of Henry George reprints, which are kept in stock and supplied for distribu-
tion to the workers for the Single Tax cosstitutionz]l amendment in California.
If you are interested, send for as many as you can use—enciosing whatever yon
can afford. Work s 2 good substitute for cash. You are welcorne to all you can
distribute on vour own terms. No. 7 of Ter Grear ApvEsToRe comtains Single
Tax, What It Is and Why We Urge I, by Henry (George, A million coples of that
and of thizs number should be circulating in California. Will You help?
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Private Property in Land Inconsistant
With the Best Use of Land

By HENRY GEORGE

ibapter I, Book VIII, of ‘“‘Progress and Poverty''

There is a delusion resulting from the tendency to confound the
accidental with the essential—a delusion which the law writers have
. done their best to extend, and political econcmists
generally have acquiesced in, rather than endeavored
to expose—that private property in land is necessary
to the proper use of land, and that again to meke
land common property would be to destroy civiliza-
tion and revert te barbarism. -

This delusion may be likened to the idea which, ac-
cording to Charles Lamb, so long prevailed among the
Chinese after the savor of roast pork had been acci-
identally discovered by the burning down of Ho-ti's
hut—ithat {6 cock a pig it was necessary to set fire to 2 house. But,
though in Lamb’s charming dissertation it was required that a sage
should arise to teach people that they might roast pigs without burning
down houses, it does not take a sage to see that what is required for
the improvement of land is net absolute owpersbip of the land, bui
security for the improvements. This will be cbvicus to whoever will
Jook around him. While there s no more necessity for making a man
the absolute and exclusive owner of land, in order to induce him to -
improve it, than there is of burning down a house in order to cook a
pig; while the making of land private property is as rude, wasteful, and
uncertain a device for securing improvement, as the burning down of 2
house is a rude, wasteful, and unceriain device for roasting a pig, we
bave not the excuse for persisting in the one that Lamb’s Chinamen had
for persisting in the other. Until the sage arose who invented the rude-




NG PAAONSIP UIQ SABY SEEIDC IO UT SILISYSY JRJIUIS SB ‘SUOSEIS
49§ 2 Ul ) Loxisep 0} A(I9130 9 PROoMA—IMIN] 1. 0F IDUIII[IT JNOYITM
Uity 313 18 Pod £y se Auew s i 0} Ajred youa Jo JS21eIul 9y} ) I
YR DNOMA GOIjM—-{]IY PUE: 0F 0} 9502 Jaasoym 0} uzdo sy se Aseysy
B IDDS MOIY OF, 'SqRP M pagredsp o Aa) sreys ‘spisy at)
o Buweay pue IS 10 100 ‘PUB USALD ANUaE puw peyeiedss A[[njeied
-3Xe ISEAIOWI 2INY JO GORUUNMIP IO PI[[IY] 2 WD oyM 3507} Uay],
-ABM 91 10:IN0: APPEM 0) AfIZE] URY} 189) JO USIS UOM OU MOUS ‘I3jem
a1 fyeoeid 0s ng pue[ UC ASWIR]Y OS. ‘S[RWINE PIWT oy} [IJUR ‘SITPEIq
£3p01 o1 auy; ogm s[ess ). Suowre punoie YmEa Ajemb jng ‘Aumy ou
U1 9¢ 1SHUI UL oh3 Op O uw IyJ, Jop ® jo Supnjred 9y3 10 joisd
2 10 J5IPYoSIP 91} S SISIOU UONS WaAd ING ‘SqN3 SUned pue seeuwsy Iyl
Wiy PIoAE 03 AIess9090 ATHO J0U ST 31 ‘UBW G} IS0 OU JO I SPUB]ST 37}
gorgs oyl ‘AIeysy SIY) JO-UONORNSIP I91IN Yl Jussdid o, "wmjal
-1 I2A9Y ‘130521 POLUOISNODE S37 UODURE 0} 31 SASRED 1USL] 1S01y3us
o) jeyy Alem DUE PIUI OS [BUIUE UE T89S anj o9y jo seoepd Sumpaaiq
om aum Spuest 9sa[], “Eissny woxy asegdmnd vysEy oM Ag peimboe
‘ogejedigory wRRN[Y 2Y) BT MBI IS PU¥ 3304 1S 10 19[St a1 2U} WO
- meyy 22480p gl ul jsxe dujsioume Neaud 03 pue| Jo vONINPAI A1)
MENSSIIOE 0] UIHED A[UOWNUOD SUOTHPUGD JU) YoM Ul 5:9BIS pPolmif)
ol Jo A103ui) 21 jo uopzod £de 300[05 O YOOURP °q DPinos I
_ JAem sy ur Anunod 33 o sjdoad o1 Aq piay Sureq
Anummod spoga & Jo pue] 9yl Jussaxd o1 st ieyp,  sieyod seapd ojuy
SIAQIC 213 IO TUAI oY} ‘puiry 00D TOWTICY 9L} 0JU] $908 UG Y} Jo Jual
341 1B SI ‘)1 PUNOIE 9S0U) PUER 0] SIY} HINMISY SDUILYIR A6 ai],
Knmoes opiod Uy areu: puwis eyl ‘spEnplaiput ojeand jo Ausedosd
o ‘sPuIplg ST Y4 DOISADD ST 3] 9jSRM DOSDIR R 31 5] J0A Jou
saard reumssinIgul o3w dn NS JoT ST J0[ SIY ], peziudessl Apjeds| 14
are Ao 1841 Jo ordood 9yt 10 SIUBL TOWUIOD SU) YONM G} OOSIOUELJ HEQ
JO INUID B UL 30 B S ASSI], IHRUSq BOEIUO0D 28U} 03 i Suneudod
-de Ag pezmBooaz A[ny 2q pue] 03 1T GOUNIOd [ 194 PUR ‘MOU sB
10 03 poed SunnARAT "3EISe [2ad aFvurw DUR RIOY O] pouLIoy UDaq
aaeq soruedwics o095 10l ‘HOpUGT G  IsumO S[IUE B jhq 219 SI91)
1 se uomiooad pue WeisAs YOnG ST Il UNI &4 $UIRI) joA DUR ‘SITETS
puESHOY} PRIPUnY B 01Ul Papiaip aq Aww Azmpiel g jo digsiouso ogy,
*JjeY Ul 19 Julmes 1moym digs 2 Uso ABUE UL om ], "s0npodd 10 s1iaw
" ~gagxdmn 01 3Su Tenprapur Jo wonrudcosl 230[dmoD I} YilM AI91ISIUY
Aps OO T PI0U DUB] 01 SWIFL UOWUIOY JO TONIS0031 218[dwiod sy,
pue] ul A1dosd a1zand ysijoge Lpres
Arul om “Ayimoos gons smwacrdust sa1d am §{  pUNGAE PIsS] GO PRI
2IE WIOK MIN PUE GOPEOT SE SINID UoNS JO sSUIpIng A[IS00 150 24)
-BiRaA 10 U1 B 30 1A pumotd DOXY B J0 A1UIN00S 219l At o (sudpred
“OINE VIRINOOUW O3iTRq v uing 03 Siuesead gSL DUORPUIL UCUBATRD IR

£ ._ PINJUIAPY IBTRIH UL

a1 Iegs AWE YUIX UI WHED JOU PMoA Y Sk fymomy 101 ¥EI[} PIOJPUE]
‘gsuy ue jo 38pord siow AN, -$IsnOY WMOp Furmng A uey) sABm 30

wr pomoes aq ued Hid v jswor 0) Aressodou teay Ay se ysaf ‘A3zadoad
s1eand pup] Furiel UGl sARM 910 G PRINOSS 99 UEY SIGY, "10qQE] 0}
Amo2s Jo dEv Y1 SI 1] SPRY MR OJ0] SPURS gSHmIl peuin)
sey jey ‘pres Sunox myyy st ‘Auedoad o orfemt o1 jou st 3
Ul poxi B e ) uodn Jurul) SB UIEWRL ARUI 97 1B Supuris
~1apun 2] i ‘sopxd [euswiou B Joy anbsou: € 01 puyl SIY [[9S 0] j2UMO
pue[ ® 10 BUN} GOWIWOD B ST} 2IM DU ‘SPUE] PDINYD 10 [Hoyse
0] SIIEIIR UOTIIOND pUBR ucnexw’ woi vonduidge seynoed ®oaanga
‘Aavan 3, w1 w205 9 0] oJe juswidolus i ur AIUNOSE §O IYBS By} I0] pur
uE digsioumo jo dn Surad g Jo sooUERISUL JEQUNE  I0WOY A[piIos pue
‘quun puk ‘ofif iAW 9AISS O] 31045 ‘SPUBRY ST U3smlaq SPUERY IO
M ‘pIo] 2T} 810J2q poprayareq Jujeeuy] pUT ‘ISNIL X0 JOI UL WIS JO
astt 31} Peq Fureoes ‘wreipens AR B 0] Spuel L) o digsuso
21 PIISPUILING SIIP[OY PUE[ Iofjrws o) Jo Aurwm os polied [epnaj s
jo Jumurdaq a3 UL 1B} ‘ALLMOIs S SUTHIEIO [0 S3BS I} JOJ 5eMm 1
, s Op 01 FuT
-ipou sey puef Jo diysiauso oYy, Plmg wawi 1PY) sesnoy Juissassod Jo
oqEs 9y3 107 S U {a08 vow yey; Jurdess oyl jo IYES I JOf ST “I0GB]
IO SpIBMa) [BINIPY ) 94T 9S0UY, 3 P[IRg [[I% 91 PUEB ‘plng 03 SjUBA
oy 9snoy Ul jo uowssassod gl Jo Wiy sunsse (mos [ of puw ‘desr
A opp Yeyy £1LM00S WEWE B 2AIN) | SINGA 9 [[BYyS puE] smj) ue saoupoxd
ended 10 1oqe] mofd Ioaojeqm,, ‘tuny o} ARs 031 Axessedau AfUG $1 1]
"1 saoxdur 10 EANMD 01 WY 90NPUT 01 Aepao ur jsmod st pugl s,
‘et B 01 ABF 01 AIBSSo09U J0U S[1Y Csiuewesoxdwr yo Ajunoss syl ng
‘digsmouso sesud SI11 310U S1 pUE] JO 950 94} 07 AIWSSOI0U 51 IBUAL
-puep o juewssorduy pue 9sn sedoad amy
My amppuT asmon o1 Ausdoid momurod se pue| Jo uondumsar sl
pInoM TAGY,  CPIROM 3 ISIN0D [ [ISMSUE AUO NG 8g ORI 212y, JMoU
su A72IN308 S8 PUBR [[2M ¢ possidui; pUR POSh 20 DUR 16U pRoM ‘8)Eig
a1y 0} 1 Burded sesn ao as1dnoso Y} ‘ARM S Wl PRY S3am DUR] (1B
Ing ‘poSpopaonyot axaa pus; u digsicuac sjesnd ou 37 sspenprapar
areaud o} 5908 11 ULUa ‘mou 5B Aedoiunid 10 31815 o1 O] U294 JUAT
213 71 {fom se 1sul posordun pue peIRATNY SQ PUR] BN [[B 10 PROM
"digsieuso woay paleredss ag 61 9Sn I0I IS1EWH TOUNUOD B 81 31 SNGT,
WEYYXR SS9 10 391Ea1F ' 01 210umAI0A0 syEsaxd WoIsAS ouies ol 521E1%
PolILy} U1 Ol Tosd PuB ‘punoss poses] uodn (Mg 948 ucpmo 1o sBuy
-pring 911 jo 1ied 1938518 21y ‘S1HBUS) AQ DOIBATNND SI GIEIL 18310} jO
pue] o3 jo 1ied 103243 8], 31 UMO JOU Op Ofm 850T; AQ pasovadunl
24 G} pUP] J0j UBY] UOHLGSD JI0W St Julglou ‘sh Suowe “Jng  -pouing
foag asnom 2 Ag adeoxe ‘parseor Fumq #id 1o pimoy 10 umony DRy
2u0 ou ‘meao put Nds o1y paperexd ‘qwey 03 FUIPIoTIT YOIYM ‘uCHpLEd

P3i031U2aPY 189410 997 _ .



