HOW ABOUT THE INDIANS LAND RIGHTS?

Dear Ediior: In the article on
“Strange Bedfellows” in the October
Freeman, the writer refers to our
repeated tearing up of ireaties with
the Indians. There have been re-
peated crimes among while people
toward each other and it would be
strange indeed if there were none to-
ward Indians. There are, however,
gsome densely ignorant Indians who
are muiti-millicnaires, notably in the
Cherokee oil country. Their igno-
rance, rather than their being In-
dians, makes them targets.

Your writer will find in Wood-
ward’s “Life of George Washington”
the siory of tireaties with Indians.
One group of whites would make a
treaty with a local tribe. Another
group of settiers three hundred miles
away would make a treaty with an-
other tribe. Then the young bucks of
Tribe MNo. 1, prohibited by treaty
from scalping their white neighbors,

would go on a spree three hundred
railes away, where their own treaty
was inoperative, and come home dec-
orated with the scalps that made
them accepted men among their fel-
low-men. 'The White settlers did not
know who did the scaiping. To them
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all Indians became the blackest of
traitors; and. in their indiscriminate
revenging they became doublecross-
ers to the Indians with whom they
had tresties. ’

The cause of the trouble was the
Indians’ rbant_)a.r"ié practice of wear-
ing human scalps as the only evi-
dence that .'they were men; and if
the net result was extermination of
the Indians, it may be favorably
compared with wanton scalping and
murder. :

The less we.have to say about
America's deficiencies ~ the better.
Let's remember the twenty million
dollars wasted when we “took” the
Fhilippines, to: .pay i for, the Friar.
lands; ofj"j_"'tvﬁé‘ht‘y= o, @GS
‘“conscience money” paid to the Gov-
ernment of Colombia; the surplus
from the Boxer claims returned io
the Chinese ~Government;: Gadsden
Purchase; - the purchase of Alaska.
America’s . record is ' unassailable.—
Jos. 8. Thompson, - Calif,
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