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. lug Heavy b

Unto the Very End

He was, an. itinerant peddle1 dhe

. of those _marginal producers Who eke .

& limited livelihood .from among the

: lowest paid - workers of 2 ‘big city. .-
From fa.ctory door to factory . door;

he, lutrged two heavy bags of inex-
pensive Rosiery and rayon  lingerie.
A cheap linie for 8, cheap .trade.

At various tl.mes,v when. he ,was

younger ' a1d stronger,  he owned

stores, ‘Stores that gave him a bare

11vmg for a Whlle Stores that even-'
. tually failed.  The overhead was. al-
. ways too. big for the volunie. qIf_
-rents’. were’ low so was ‘his .gross

busmess If rents were high his gross

1volume was Just fair and- hxs income
T Just not - enough and failure ' fol-

lowed failure.
- He . always worked hard ‘never
complalned just ‘made the .most of

- it, -accepting ‘his reverses - dispassion-
" ately, contemplating = his
apathetically. - He never really knew -
~why he failed. . All:of his’set- backs

‘future

he ‘laid" to his own incapabilities: He
never heard- the. -phrase’ “economic

L 1ent 7. and " if “he -had :he Would - have
“béen a.t a-loss as to its meaning; and
yet;-‘because .of econommic rent, be-

. cause ‘someohe coHected —unearned

mcrement he was ﬁgla;ly forced to

Tis- cheap trade

sHe. did not- know that in carrying
“his: ‘inexpensive hosiery and rayon
" Jingerie: in bags from- factory doer-
. tolFactery ‘door. he was at last: es-
s caping the “thing - that ‘had “cdused i
hl' other fallures, thd,t 10 -Olie Was "

om factony door to.
) .factory door sellmg hls cheap line to ‘
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. ;(':dli'eétmg the ~unearned mcr_em‘e‘nt
“that - constantly. . absorbed- the fruits

of his past ventures; that, poor -as
they - were,\he was - finally cdlectmg
the full produce of his efforts. -

For the first tlme 4r. his life he

“was able to put- a little aside. Very
little. indeed, yet a_ little. ‘He .man-~

aged to. pay for-hit room, his nieals
and a few articles. of clothing.” He
even succeeded ‘in living uiidér the
limits of his meagre. budgeét, . saving
a little on meals; a little on cloth-
ing and once in 4 while, when busi-
ness was a little better he put’ away
a little extra

So as the years dragged by, he
dragged his heavy bags from- factory
door to ‘factory door, catching the
girls at ofe; place as they went to

- work in’the morning, 4t another as
. they went: to lunch and at another
- when they were leaving for the eve-.

ning.  Mohday : ‘and ~Tuesday, - up-
town;. Wednesday and Thursday,
downtown;. Friday ~he went -across
the -river.  Five long -ddys of hard
work, -but there were - a;lwa-ys the
week-ends: to-rest Up.

Th the last few years the bags
became - -heavier -and héavier, ‘the
days loriger -and-longer  and. the dis-
tances »greatet and - greater * from
factory -door to factory door, The

week-ends - did not ‘have the recu- |
pefative benefits that once they had. |
Every fiow and then. he would only ;
spend Tuesday Up )
week became a

didn’t .come any more:
: #* # & [

They found Him: in his roem. A~
pencilied - riote -indicatéd whéré . his
will could be found. Ik oo Was pen-
cilled and unnotarized. It readi— .

“It is'my wish that miy body shall
be given 4 decent burial. - Please
take the money on. depesit i my
naie at the bank Get ds -fiice a
plot as possible.” i )

His wish was grantéd. A small.,
part of his savings went for the fu- .
neral expenses.. Another fraction for

‘a mhodest stone.- The most of it went

to secure thé final request in the will -

- for—=“gs nice & plot as . posmble "

" Despite his weaty pﬂgnmage from
factory door to factory dod¥, _he
could fot escape«—unearned mefe-
ment. o e
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