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March 27, 19

Degr Hr, Lisener:

I had not intended submitting an seniry in vour contest, feeling
that so many other Georgiste could offer morse practical idess

53

than mine, However, I am haunited by the thought that 1 mighst
be able to contributse some slight auxilliary supgesiion to the

soncensus of vlans propossd,

Baturslly, I do not expect to win the prize, but if vy any
remote fresk of ohanee I sbould de e, I wish to donste the EOney
te the Henry George Bovement, either 3o the FREEMALE, or t¢ the

Soneold, whichever vou may think bsst,




Bessie Bench Trushart

P, G, Box 1076, Del Rieo, Texss
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COLLECTION OF ECONOMIC RENT AND ABOLITION OF TAXES

L, BOWE OBJECTIONS

. Present Svasien itoo Involved

&
B, Too Ezxpsnsive

G, Invites Graft snd Usrruption
D, Violates "States’ Hights,®
E, Unfair to Present Landholders,

11, TBE PLAW
4, Co-ordination of Prsssnt Texing Units
1. Federsl
Z, Htate
3, County snd Municipality

B, Institution of the Plan

113, OBJECTIONS ANRWERED
£. Change Fractical
B, Expense Reduced, Efficiency Incressed
G, Errovs snd Corruption Minimized
D, "bocel Optlon® and "States Rights" Pmphasized
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£, "The Poor ¥idow® Exswmple,



SUMMARY {continued)

'S OF COLLECTIHG RCOECHIC =ENT IR LIEU OF TAIFS
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One hogloal Hource of Bevenus; Cannot Be Hidden,
Zffects of Inwvvsased Produgtion,

Stimulation of Capital.

Reconclliation of Labor and Capital.
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ldeguscey of Foonomic Rent to Meest Public @R GE,
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P, O, Bex 1076, Del Bio, Tex,

oa
or
B
2
6.3
et
ol
i
i
%

COLLECTION RENT AND ABOLITION OF TAXES

It ig assumed that the jusitice and desirabilisy of

substituting ground rent for taxes are admitisd, hence no space
wHil be used to advance srguments in proof of such justice and

Lo

deglrability,

I. CUMMON ORJECTICGHES TO APPLICATION OF GREOAGIAR PRINGIPLEH:
L, "Our ge gm%ﬁt al system ls too invoived; %0 sinple &

method could not be co-grdinsted with the intricsts denands of

Our present necessitise for taxstion,

B, "inetallation of such & asyetes of collection would
be too eipensiva,

C. "Corrupd officiale would undervelue holdings of rich
iandlords, Craft and bribery would run rampent, "

Uo In wy own section, the South-- whers we are jsalous
of Btates' pizhts snd local authority, where traditicns are szainet
cenirelization of power-- the eatatement that "the government
should derive its revenue frowm land values®™ iz inter roveted offhend
a8 referying to the federsl government, and = proeteet arisee seainsgt
federal usurpstion of & field considered strictly the prerogative
of leczl tazing unite, ‘YWashington has encrosched on gutueh afate

tex sourges; there i too muck overlapping
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dresdy,



E, "Your pian would l

iand: for inestance. to the widnw

&

iand to support her wld sge . ¥

It, THE PLAH

First of all we muai

A, Co-ordinate the Prassent Varving and Ovar-Lapping
Taxing Unite:
i, FEDERAL.

I propose to have the povernment repeal 11 direct
texation, Including tariffe and excise ta¥es, excert those charged
foxr actual services, such as postal service, In lieu of these

teige, levy s faderal seesessment vpon esch siste, in proporticn

tc the land values of that state, It would be cutside the Drovince
of the federal government to dictate how these ssscsenents wers

t0 be raised, but a recommendetion that thev e collested from

local site valuee would bear weight, and would coinclde with the
vase of asgessment on which the state alloosticns were made,
Te STATE,

Hevenues should be paid to the siate by its verious
socuntles based, not on pepulation, but on the asszesssed valuation
of land within the borders of the various countiae,

de  UOUNTIES AND MUNICIPALITIES,
These political unite ehould azsssess and collect public
fevenues, remiiting s feir proporticn to the etete, which would
in turn remit to the national government, The scurce of thess

Py

revenues would be & metter of loosl sohion, ﬁa@h.@@mmumitg Wil
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decide by vote upon what type of fproperiy® charges were to be levied,
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This would brzing our own batile for just public reveues
Yo & lecel fecus, and zach clity or county won wpuld be & laberatory
in which te demonstrate the supericrity of ground rent pollection
o¥er taxstion,

The ambove Plan would be on the principle of & ledge, the

a5

oozl chapters paying dues te the state Crganlisation, the latter
in turn supporting the national organizaticn, Such svstem would
not ondy obviate present cveriapping and conflicting modss of

taxstion existing among, and confusing, the varlious taxing units,

wt weuld elmplify and sconcmize levies and collection of TEVEnues,

Lol
KZ;

B, iInauguration of the Plan
Gould e e gredual as expediency dictated, present levies reduced by,
Bay tweniy percent esoh year over & peried of five yeure,; the new
syeten belng spplied on a twenty percent basie the Tiras vaer, with
an increasing twenty psrcent application eaoh year thereafier until,
at the end of five ysare, it would he complet ely affective,

Such & Flan woudd not violste the princivie of leocsl

government, but would emphasize statss’ rights within the patien

and city and county righte within the state,

II1, OBJECTIONS ANSWERED:

A, The fTiret objection cited-. reducing our present
involved and conflicting system o & simpls one-— i, I believe,
snawersd by the lodgs syeten of duse throughout the variocus
pedlitical unite,

the eépparative inexpensivensse and &ocurscy of sssebg-
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ing end collecting upon land values is atiested by the parénhisl
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s the landliord that ne iz Ysosked® at every turn of the tax
wheel for the reason that his is the cne typs of "propaprtyt
whnich cannot be concealed or misreprssenisd,

He miresdy have wechinery fer such sseegsnent and
coliection now operating, We would merely drop other prevalent
téxing machinesry which Iz admittddly szpensive and ineffective,

Us Valuess thet lie ocpern before the eves of thso public
are not easily Juggled by those in aulthority, It iz not clsimed
foer our Plan that 1t would rswodel human nature, Any evabem

administersd by mortals is subject o falliibility; but we do

rockednesg o euch an axtent ap to render them
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n comparisen with pressant practices,
B, Relinquishwent by the federal government of its powers

ef dirsct tazation would remove the pork barrel and the pium {ree
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from cur nationsl caplitsl, and ehouwld satisfy the moet ardent
"sftates’ righter,?®

£, "The Foor Widew:" If her land is in use, if she hase
an aparisent house or other revenuve-producing lmprovemens upon it,
ocur Plan would in no wiss curtail ber income Hather, she would
we relleved of taxation uptn her improvement and, in the gensral
prosperity o Plan would lnsvgursets, she would share, It, on the
other hand, ehe is holding ber land for speculation she ie de-

riving no inceme from it, but s at the expense of such tezee asnd

wther assessments as are now levied against 1t, #s long &8 she helds

it fdie, 1t will mot support her, in any cass,
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IV, BEREPITE OF COLLECTING ECTHOMIC RERT IE LIEYW OF TAREE

o e
from cne natural

g”,é,a

4, Public revenus would be derive
source, scocially created elifte vadues, the only valugs whidch
cannet be solentilically classed as individusl property, since
they sre not individuslly produced,

B, Frseing such valuss Irom speculsiive praciices
would open them o useiul production. Incresssd production

v

would regsult in lowered prices, thus raiseing resl wages, Actusl

ﬁi

sges woudd adse mount, since restoring ¥o man bis natural right
of accees $o the earth {self smplovment) wo uld restore the natural
vesis of wages, suppiy and dsmand for lsbor, This incrssse in
productlon would automgtically reeult in more genersl exchange

of commodities {trade and copmBroe;, meaning g lively and peErmensnt
gtep-up in businsse conditionsg,

O, Lifting the penelty (fax) now imposed on industry
woudd stimulate ths release of capital, just ss lsbor would be
réeleased from ite present gnforced idlensas,

D, Conflict hstween lsbor and capital, growing cut of
guch restrictiens of thelir novmal finctions as now exist, would
censge subometically, Hech would stsnd squarely on its osn fset
within the natural sconomic law of supply and demand,
neésding ne class legislation for ite protection or support,

These factors in production would find themsleves friendsz and allisse
instead of foes and antezonists,

E, ¥e hold that it ieg self sv
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8% and has been indisputably
proven that public benefite regleter in, and sre commensursta with, land

Blte values, vence, that the revenues afforded By ihese wublicly
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4 site values would, 1Y publiely
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clliected, mest the
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penditurss for sush bensfits.
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ith the inevitable redncetien in governmental ezpense
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following eliminstion of supesrflucus departments and bureaus,
cancelling of the relilef problem in conssquence of the natural
opsning up of cpportunities for emplovment, and all the resulbant
sconory in adwinistraitlon, there eshould even be a large surplus

svallable for distribution in additionad public benefits,
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