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Mexican Idyﬂ: Peons Into Padrones

By Bessie Beack Truehart
@

Mexico is dispensing the abundant
life to her 90 per cent of under-priv-
ileged. They are making hig farms
into little ones down there below the
bordex;, and many of those big ones
helonged to Americans, -

Any Mexican citizen, under the

present set-up, -ma.y claim four hec-

tares {ten acres) of farm land, and
a still larger share in. the village
OImMImons, or grazing lands A large
family, consisting of father, mother,
and several children of e1ghteen {the

legal Mexican age) or older may thus

acquire qu:te a sizeable ranch. And
there is a government loan bank to
finance the beginning of propnetor-

ship’ for thése former peons, who

never bhefore owned so much as ihe

shadow under their sombreros, on the -

land where they were wont to labor
as virtual serfs. These far-fung
haciendas, some of them larger than

European states, are now heginhing

to look like waffle irons; by law thHey
are beinig’ ciit up iiito minute sections
and parcélied out to their former em-
ployes,

Under the law, President Cardenas
may limit any farm to 150 acres of
irrigated land. Most persons might
figure that they could worry a Hv-
ing out of a garden patch of those

dimensions, but when the holdmgs of .

some Amermans dowri there a.re COlIL-
sidered, 1506 acres look like 4’ dmky
corral.

Wiiliam’ Jenkms for mstance owns
~—or did, until the cuttmg—up bhegan
—272, 000 dores in the state of Pueb-
a. Slmﬂarly large tractg are owned
in Somorg hy Cornellus Vanderbilt
thtney. the Jokn Hays Hammond
estate, and other promment Atheri-
“cans. William Randolph Hearst

counts his holdihgs in the tens of .

thousarids. Our own state depart-
’ ment called upotl to bolster ity citi-
zens’ foreign interests, is woridering
how it can consistently fldy Mexico
for déing what we olUrselves advo-
cated, put'tin‘c‘ the farmi laborer on
land of His own! .

THe Mexicans courteously ofter to
reimbirgse the dispossessed 1andlords,
But here again Americans are Houn-

dering in a ditch of their own dig-
ging' Tt i§ ah old Yankee cubiom to
report property for aAssessment at
only & small pa.rt: of 1ts rental value.
Amenca.ns transplanted this' canny
custori into Mexico, and it worked
profitably .f'ciri a. while But now, dlas
for Yankee acurier, Cardenss says,
“You stated the value of your lands:
we will pay you that a.mount " He
then proceeds to pay in’ bonds which
have 1o 1rnmedxa,te and ( Ariericans
say) a doubtful future, value.

Even the courts traditional refuge

- of the pnmleged class, have had their

claws clipped, Cargiena.s has gone
Roosevelt one beiter in his Supreme
Court reorganization plan. Terms of

judges have heen limited to six years,

and they must run for office right
along with the president. They are
as dependent as any other politicians
upon the favor of their constituents;
whether or not their decisions are
more just, they must at least be more
popular than férmerly, They recent-
1y refused id Hear a iest case of ihe
constitutionality of the current seize-
and-divide law '

_The latest wholesa.le seiziure of
Amerma.n owned iands undér the Mex-

ican socialization plan to be reported
to Washingtlon is that of Agua Cali-
ente, California frontxer resort, late
playground of the movie stars.

What a pity that” Mexico, shaking
off the shackles of. generations, is
so destitute of intellectual leaders
with real economic understanding!
Professor R. B. Brinsmade of San
Luis Potosi, one-time .economic ad-
viser to the Mexican government,
was a Georgist.of sihgular insight,
and did splendid work in that cour-
try. Heé inspired. the organization of
the Union de Veterans de la Revo-
lucion, advecating the socialization of
economic rent and the abolition of
taxes. PBut Professor Bridsmade has
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been dead over a year, and present
leaders tend more to Marxist ideas.
Standing at the crossroads of eco-
nomic chatige, it would be easy for
Mekito to chobse the right road. She
has already burned her bridges be-
hind her. But she iz laying no gen-
uine foundation for the futurs se-
curity of her people. This gerieration
has benefitted by the changes grow-
ing out of her revolutionary land pol-
icy, since more citizens may own

“their homes and produce their living

from the soil. But this very widen-
ing of the base will serve to estab-
lish absolute private ownership of
land on a firmer founda,tlon When
all the land of Mexico again has been
taken up, who wil provide the next,
a.nd the next generatwn with land?
Mexicans can understand that the
laws which gave virtually all their
land into the hands of a few were
unjust. But will they understand, at
a later date when the slioe begins
to pinch, that the principle is equally
wrong, even though the land be mio-
nopolized by many instéad of few, so
long as some are Born there who yet
have no land they may call theirs?
Ariother  disturbing feature, to
couriteract the growitg Mexican free-
dom is ths.t instead of drawing its

neceéssary revenue from the natural .
-source, land valies, tlie state is pe-

nahzmg industry heavﬂy in taxation,
just as in’ the_ TUnited States. Capl-'
taliSts are fearful of Mexico's fu-
ture.

Mexico is in an evdlutionary, as
well as 2 revolutlona.ry, stage, With
her newly awakened faith in democ-
racy, with’ the rapid spread of liter-
acy_anql education, she may yet grow
from ‘a despotic into a free socisty.
But such a transition needs careful
nurturing—and her leaders with real
economic understanding are pitifully
few. ’

Sese: “‘Progress and ﬁoirel'ty}" pp. 321-327;
“Teacheérs Manual (P. & P.)." L. VI,
Q. 33
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An economm 1oyal1:,t must he the
man wheo can get 2 job without gov-
ernmentat d&,mstcmcc,




