The Freeman, March, 1943 -

A Good Beginning

* The new governor of New York State got off
to an excellent start in his inaugural address on
the first of January, unmarred by the three “p’s”
so often blighting such occasions—personalities,
partisariship and pettiness. He dealt with great
major issues and not with trivialities.

Very properly he opened with a presentation
of our all-supreme problem of pressing the war
to an early and victorious conclusion, but this we

pass over for, in these matters, no right«thinking

Y KW Derson can dissent. What will appeal to the read-

ers of Tue FrReEMAN with peculiar force is what
" he said regarding our great social and economic
needs. He urged precisely what we have long
fought for and many of his phrases ring familiar-
ly in our ears: “We want a society which com-
bines political and economic freedom with an
ever greater measure of security”’; “Our society
must provide full employment through full pro-
duction”; “We must achieve ... (these ends)
. by methods which do not destroy but rather
strengthen the ideal of political, religious, civil
and economic freedom.” Speaking of problems
which shall confront us when millions are de-
mobilized, he says: “These young men and women
are entitled to expect something better than the
hopeless period of government-made work and re-
lief. They are entitled to a fruitful, productive
place in a free economic society, dependent on the
favor of no man or political party for their live-
lihood or for their security.” Are not these the
very objectives at which we aim, and has not
Henry George blazed a path fo their accomplish-
ment—a path that is sound, practicable and above
all just?

We do not know how familiar Governor Dewey
is with our philosophy but we only hope that
he will give thought to programs, clearly marked
and definite, accepted by many of the world’s fore-
most thinkers. Partisanship has no place in thege
columns and we care little what label the new
governor wears but we hope much from the bril-
liant young man whose career as district attorney
of our greatest metropolis was marked by such
courage, integrity and ability. Let us hope that
his record as governor of our greatest state will
be characterized by the same sincerity and well-
directed zeal.

The governor’s whole address was a splendid
document in clear and forcible style, which may
well be read in its entirety, We cannot forego
quoting his closing paragraph, both for its diction
and for its soundness:

“To the cause of human freedom we again
dedicate ourselves today. It is not for any man
to say that any single freedom is our prineipal ob-
jective or that some freedoms may be permanent-
ly sacrificed to preserve cthers, No man can be
part slave and part free. Freedom is indivisible.
Americans are fighting for our whole free system,
and it is our high duty as Americans to preserve
and build meanwhile every part of that system
for the present and for the future. As we approach
our tasks, let us humbly and with the help of
God dedicate ourselves unreservedly to that end.”

—GrieerT M., T'UCKER

If there is any one principle more impor-
tant than any other principle in the economic
affairs of men, it is that the Earth is the
birthright of all mankind, and that oll heve
an equal Tight to its use; and if there iz any
one wiclation of Natural Law that is more
devastating in its consequences than the vio-
lation of any other Naitural Law, it is the
private cwnership of land.

—Oscar H, GEIGER
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