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equipping our own industrial and transportation system; and by provid-
ing to those people in greatest need better housing, schooling, and
recreation.

Most people do not want charity. They want paying jobs. They will be
able to have paying jobs, with few interruptions, if prices, production, and
purchasing power can be held in balance with one another, and the eco-
nomic machine can be kept running steadily and smoothly. This is the
challenge to the leaders of industry, agriculture, labor, and government.
It is a challenge to the highest statesmanship of our own and other nations.
Of course there are difficulties and obstacles. Only by recognizing and
studying obstacles can they be surmounted.

A “new order” is truly waiting to be created—not the “new order”
which the Nazis talk about and which would cloak the new form of
slavery they would impose, but a new order of democracy where security,
stability, efficiency, and widely distributed abundance would prevail.

Many persons in the United States are deeply disturbed over the heavy
government borrowing and the drastic shifts in our economy made neces-
sary by the defense program. They fear an end of the war almost as
much as the war itself, because they believe the return of peace would
bring another bad depression. But one of the hopeful signs for the future
is the very fact that the possibility of depression is so widely recognized.
This increases the chance that action will be taken in time to prevent it or
at least to cushion the shock. The basis for such action can best be laid
now, while the war is still in progress. It must be laid, at least in part, in
the plans for expanding and regularizing world trade, world production,
world consumption. This is the new fronder, which Americans in the
middle of the twentieth century find beckoning them on.

XI: 1942

TO MEN AT ARMS

I HavE LEARNED something about you during recent months because from
time to time on Sundays my son Bob has brought some of you to spend
a few hours with us in our home. You bave worked hard during the past
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three months, but work has just begun. Anyone who works hard finds
that by so doing he merely earns the privilege to engage in still more
difficult work. It is something like the statement of the famous French
philosopher, Pascal, who said that when he knew a little, his small body
of knowledge might be represented by a little circle touching the un-
known, but when he knew more, his knowledge might be represented
by a large circle touching the unknown. And so it is also with the man
of action.

We in the United States have proved our outstanding excellence in
industrial production. In the military world we have not heretofore cared
to excel, because we didn’t feel that human progress lay in that direction.
But now, because we have to, we will do the job.

Now that we have to fight, we are going to do the job more whole-
heartedly than either the Germans or the Japs. We shall beat them at
their own game, so that we can earn the right to live peacefully, so that
the children of the next generation can grow up in a world of sunshine
without the black cloud of dictatorial militarism forever threatening free
nations and peaceful human beings.

We hate the dark philosophy which has taken possession more and
more of the German and Japanese souls during the past one hundred
years, We are out to destroy that philosophy root and branch so that it
may never rise again. To do that we must build up 2 decent philosophy
of our own.

You men who are receiving your commissions as second lieutenants
will also have the opportunity, I trust, to be, figuratively, captains in the
peace effort that will challenge the best that is in all of us when the war

comes to an end.
[To new Army officers at Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Aberdeen, Md.,
April 18, 1942.]

THE PRICE OF FREE WORLD
VICTORY

This is a fight between a slave world and a free world. Just as the
United States in 1862 could not remain half slave and half free, so in 1942
the world must make its decision for a complete victory one way or the
other.

As we begin the final stages of this fight to the death between the free
world and the slave world, it is worth while to refresh our minds about
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the march of freedom for the common man. The idea of freedom—the
freedom that we in the United States know and love so well—is derived
from the Bible, with its extraordinary emphasis on the dignity of the indi-
vidual. Democracy is the only true political expression of Christianity.

The prophets of the Old Testament were the first to preach social jus-
tice. But that which was sensed by the prophets many centuries before
Christ was not given complete and powerful political expression untl
our nation was formed as a Federal Union 2 century and a half ago. Even
then the march of the common people had just begun. Most of them did
not yet know how to read and write. There were no public schools to
which all children could go. Men and women cannot be really free until
they have plenty to eat, and time and ability to read and think and talk
things over. Down the years, the people of the United States have moved
steadily forward in the practice of democracy. Through universal educa-
tion, they now can read and write and form opinions of their own. They
have learned, and are still learning, the art of production—that is, how to
make a living. They have learned, and are still learning, the art of self-
government. :

If we were to measure freedom by standards of nutrition, education
and self-government, we might rank the United States and certain nations
of western Europe very high. But this would not be fair to other nations
where education has become widespread only in the last twenty years. In
many nations, a generation ago, nine out of ten of the people could not
read or write. Russia, for example, was changed from an illiterate to a
literate nation within one generaticn and, in the process, Russia’s appre-
ciation of freedom was enormously enhanced. In China, the increase dur-
ing the past thirty years in the ability of the people to read and write has
been matched by their increased interest in real liberty.

Everywhere, reading and writing are accompanied by industrial prog-
ress, and industrial progress sooner or later inevitably brings a strong
labor movement. From a long-time and fundamental point of view, there
are no backward peoples which are lacking in mechanical sense. Russians,
Chinese, and the Indians both of India and the Americas all learn to read
and write and operate machines just as well as your children and my chil-
dren. Everywhere the common people are on the march.

When the freedom-loving people march—when the farmers have an
opportunity to buy land at reasonable prices and to sell the produce of
their land through their own organizations, when workers have the op-
portunity to form unions and bargain through them collectively, and
when the children of all the people have an opportunity to attend schools.
which teach them truths of the real world in which they live—when these
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opportunities are open to everyons, then the world moves straight ahead.

But in countries where the ability to read and write has been recently
acquired or where the people have had no long experience in governing
themselves on the basis of their own thinking, it is easy for demagogues
to arise and prostitute the mind of the common man to their own base
ends. Such a demagogue may get financial help from some person of
wealth who is unaware of what the end result will be. With this backing,
the demagogue may dominate the minds of the people, and, from what-
ever degree of freedom they have, lead them backward into slavery.

The march of freedom of the past 150 years has been a long-drawn-out
people’s revolution. In this great revolution of the people, there were the
American Revolution of 1775, the French Revolution of 1792, the Latin
American revolutions of the Bolivian era, the German Revolution of
1848, and the Russian Revolution of 1g17. Each spoke for the common
man in terms of blood on the battefield. Some went to excess. But the
significant thing is that the people groped their way to the light. More of
them learned to think and work together.

The people’s revolution aims at peace and not at violence, but if the
rights of the common man are attacked, it unleashes the ferocity of a
she-bear who has lost a cub. When the Nazi psychologists tell their master
Hitler that we in the United States may be able to produce hundreds of
thousands of planes, but that we have no will to fight, they are only
fooling themselves and him. The truth is that when the rights of the
American people are transgressed, as those rights have been transgressed,
the American people will fight with a relentless fury which will drive
the ancient Teutonic gods back cowering into their caves. The Garzer-
dimmerung has come for Odin and his crew.

The people are on the march toward even fuller freedom than the
most fortunate peoples of the earth have hitherto enjoyed. No Nazi coun-
terrevolution will stop it. The common man will smoke the Hitler stooges
out into the open in the United States, in Latin America, and in India.
He will destroy their influence. No Lavals, no Mussolinis will be tolerated
in a Free World.

The people, in their millennial and revolutionary march toward mani-
festing here on earth the dignity that is in every human soul, hold as
their credo the Four Freedoms enunciated by President Roosevelt in his
message to Congress on January 6, 1941. These Four Freedoms are the
very core of the revolution for which the United Nations have taken
their stand. We who live in the United States may think there is nothing
very revolutionary about freedom of religion, freedom of expression, and
freedom from the fear of secret police. But when we begin to think about



1942 193

the significance of freedom from want for the average man, then we
know that the revolution of the past 150 years has not been completed,
either here in the United States or in any other nation in the world. We
know that this revolution cannot stop untl freedom from want has
actually been attained.

And now, as we move forward toward realizing the Four Freedoms of
this people’s revolution, I would like to speak about four duties. It is my
belief that every freedom, every right, every privilege has its price, its
corresponding duty without which it cannot be enjoyed. The four duties
of the people’s revolution, as I see them today, are these:

1. The duty to produce to the limit.

2. The duty to transport as rapidly as possible to the field of battle.

3. The duty to fight with all that is in us.

4. The duty to build a peace—just, charitable and enduring.

The fourth duty is that which inspires the other three.

We failed in our job after World War L. We did not know how to go
about building an enduring worldwide peace. We did not have the
nerve to follow through and prevent Germany from rearming. We did
not insist that she “learn war no more.” We did not build a peace treaty
on the fundamental doctrine of the people’s revolution. We did not strive
wholeheartedly to create a world where there could be freedom from
want for all the peoples. But by our very errors we learned much, and after
this war we shall be in position to utilize our knowledge in building a
world which is economically, politically and, I hope, spiritually sound.

Modern science, which is a by-product and an essential part of the
people’s revolution, has made it technologically possible to see that all of
the people of the world get enough to eat. Half in fun and half seriously,
I said the other day to Madame Litvinov: “The object of this war is to
make sure that everybody in the world has the privilege of drinking a
quart of milk a day.” She replied: “Yes, even half a pint.” The peace must
mean a better standard of living for the common man, not merely in the
United States and England, but also in India, Russia, China and Latin
America—not merely in the United Nations, but also in Germany and
Italy and Japan.

Some have spoken of the “American Century.” I say that the century
on which we are entering—the century which will come out of this war
—can be and must be the century of the common man. Everywhere the
comhmon man must learn to build his own industries with his own hands
in a practical fashion. Everywhere the common man must learn to in-
crease his productivity so that he and his children can eventually pay to
the world community all that they have received. No nation will have
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the God-given right to exploit other nations. Older nations will have the
privilege to help younger nations get started on the path to industrializa-
tion, but there must be neither military nor economic imperialism. The
methods of the nineteenth century will not work in the people’s century
which is now about to begin. India, China, and Latin America have a
tremendous stake in the people’s century. As their masses learn to read
and write, and as they become productive mechanics, their standard of
living will double and treble. Modern science, when devoted whole-
heartedly to the general welfare, has in it potentialities of which we do
not yet dream.

And modern science must be released from German slavery. Interna-
tional cartels that serve American greed and the German will to power
must go. Cartels in the peace to come must be subjected to international
control for the common man, as well as being under adequate control
by the respective home governments. In this way, we can prevent the
Germans from again building 2 war machine while we sleep. With inter-
national monopoly pools under control, it will be possible for inventions
to serve all the people instead of only the few.

Yes, and when the time of peace comes, the citizen will again have a
duty, the supreme duty of sacrificing the lesser interest for the greater
interest of the general welfare. Those who write the peace must think
of the whole world. There can be no privileged peoples. We ourselves in
the United States are no more a master race than the Nazis. And we can
not perpetuate economic warfare without planting the seeds of military
warfare.

If we really believe that we are fighting for a people’s peace, all the rest
becomes easy. Production, yes—it will be easy to get production without
either strikes or sabotage, production with the wholehearted co-operation
between willing arms and keen brains; enthusiasm, zip, energy geared
to the tempo of keeping at it everlastingly, day after day. Hitler knows
as well as those of us who sit in on the War Production Board meetings
that we here in the United States are winning the battle of production.

I need say little about the duty to fight. Some people declare, and Hit-
ler believes, that the American people have grown soft in the last gen-
eration. Hitler agents continually preach in South America that we are
cowards, unable to use, like the “brave” German soldiers, the weapons of
modern war, It is true that American youth hates war with a holy hatred.
But because of that fact and because Hitler and the German people stand
as the very symbol of war, we shall fight with a tireless enthusiasm until
war and the possibility of war have been removed from this planet.

The American people have always had guts and always will have.
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You know the story of Bomber Pilot Dixon and Radioman Gene Aldrich
and Ordnanceman Tony Pastula—the story which Americans will be
telling their children for generations to illustrate man’s ability to master
any fate. These men lived for thirty-four days on the open sea in a
rubber life raft, eight feet by four feet, with no food but that which they
took from the sea and the air with one pocketknife and a pistol. And
yet they lived it through and came at last to the beach of an island they
did not know. In spite of their suffering and weakness, they stood like
men, with no weapon left to protect themselves, and no shoes on their
feet or clothes on their backs, and walked in military file because, they
said, “if there were Japs, we didn't want to be crawling.”

The American fighting men, and all the fighting men of the United
Nations, will need to summon all their courage during the next few
months. I am convinced that the summer and fall of 1g42 will be a time
of supreme crisis for us all.

We must be especially prepared to stifie the fifth columnists in the
United States who will try to sabotage pot merely our war-material
plants, but even more important, our minds. We must be prepared for
the worst kind of fifth-column work in Latin America, much of it
operating through the agency of governments with which the United
States at present is a peace. When I say this, I recognize that the people,
both of Latin America and of the nations supporting the agencies through
which the fifth columnists work, are overwhelmingly on the side of the
democracies. We must expect the offensive against us on the military,
propaganda and sabotage fronts, both in the United States and in Latin
America, to reach its apex some time during the next few months. But
in the case of most of us, the events of the next few months, disturbing
though they may be, will only increase our will to bring about complete
victory in this war of liberation. Prepared in spirit, we cannot be sur-
prised. Psychological terrorism will fall flat. As we nerve ourselves for
the supreme effort in this hemisphere, we must not forget the sublime
heroism of the oppressed in Europe and Asia, whether it be in the
mountains of Yugoslavia, the factories of Czechoslovakia and France, the
farms of Poland, Denmark, Holland and Belgium, among the seamen of
Norway, or in the occupied areas of China and the Dutch East Indies.
Everywhere the soul of man is letting the tyrant know that slavery of
the body does not end resistance.

There can be no half measures. North, South, East, West and Middle
West—the will of the American people is for complete victory.

No compromise with Satan is possible. We shall not rest until all the



196 DEMOCRACY REBORN

victims under the Nazi yoke are freed. We shall fight for a complete
peace as well as a complete victory.

The people’s revolution is on the march, and the devil and all his
angels cannot prevail against it. They cannot prevail, for on the side of
the people is the Lord.

He giveth power to the faint; to them that have no might He in-
creaseth strength. . . . They that wait upon the Lord shall mount up
with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; they shall walk
and not be faint.

Strong in the strength of the Lord, we who fight in the people’s cause
will never stop until that cause is won. [To the Free World Association,

New York City, May 8, 1942.]

RUSSIA

From North, South, East and West, Americans have come this day
to pay tribute to our Russian ally. It is right that we should do so. The
Russians have thus far lost in the common cause of the United Nations
at least fifty percent more men killed, wounded and missing than all of
the rest of the European allies put together. Moreover, they have killed,
wounded and captured at least twenty times as many Germans as have
the rest of the Allies. In all of Russian history, there is no more striking
example of courage and willingness to sacrifice than Russia presents today.

This meeting demonstrates the desire and the determination of the
American people to help Russia and help her now. President Roosevelt
has told the Army and Navy and all the other war agencies in terms
which cannot possibly be misunderstood that help to Russia comes first—
up to the limit of shipping possibilities. The American people are solidly
behind President Roosevelt in his decision to give Russia priority num-
ber one.

It is no accident that Americans and Russians like each other when
they get acquainted. Both peoples were molded by the vast sweep of a
rich continent. Both peoples know that their future is greater than their
past. Both hate sham. When the Russian people burst the shackles of
Czarist absolutism, they turned instinctively to the United States for
engineering and agricultural guidance. Thanks to the hunger of the Rus-
sian people for progress, they were able to learn in twenty-five years that
which had taken us in the United States one hundred years to develop.

The first person to sense the eventual significance of Russia and the
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United States was the French author, Tocqueville. One hundred seven

years ago he wrote:

“There are at the present time two great nations in the world which
seem to tend towards the same end, although they start from different
points. I allude to the Russians and the Americans. . . . Their starting
point is different and their courses are not the same, yet each of them
seems to be marked by the will of heaven to sway the destinies of half
the globe.”

Russia and the United States teday are far closer than Tocqueville
could possibly have imagined when he traveled across the United States
in 1835. The continental position of both countries and the need for
developing rich resources unmolested from without have caused the peo-
ples of both nations to have a profound hatred of war and a strong love
of peace.

We in the United States honor Maxim Litvinov, when we recall how
as Foreign Minister of Russia he worked for “collective security.” Lit-
vinov, in those days when Hitler was rising to power, wanted to preserve
the peace by banding together the non-aggressor nations so they could
take a decisive stand against any ruthless nation that might be out for
loot. He saw Russia bounded by fourteen different nations, many of
which were unfriendly for definite historical reasons. He knew that
Germany would use one or more of these nations against Russia when
she attacked. Litvinov failed for a time, but now he has come into his
own again because he was right.

Russia has had her bitter experience with isolationism. So also has
the United States. In 1919 Republicans and Democrats alike sought
through a League of Nations to express their belief in the collective
security of that day. Taft, Hughes, Hoover, Lowden, and Root all
wanted a League. Then isolationism came out of its cave and not only
killed any possibility of our entering the League, but made it certain that
we would adopt international policies which would make World War
II almost inevitable.

Both Russia and the United States retreated into isolationism to pre-
serve their peace. Both failed. Both have learned their lesson.

Russia and the United States have had a profound effect upon each
other. Both are striving for education, the productivity and the enduring
happiness of the common man. The new democracy, the democracy of
the common man, includes not only the Bill of Rights, but also economic
democracy, ethnic democracy, educational democracy and democracy
in the treatment of the sexes.

The ferment in the world today is such that these various types of



198 DEMOCRACY REBORN

democracy must be woven together into 2 harmonious whole. Millions of
Americans are now coming to see that if Pan America and the British
Commonwealth are the warp of the new democracy, then the peoples of
Russian and Asia may well become its woof.

Some in the United States believe that we have overemphasized what
might be called political or billofrights democracy. Carried to its ex-
treme form, it leads to rugged individualism, exploitation, impractical
emphasis on states’ rights and even to anarchy.

Russia, perceiving some of the abuses of excessive political democracy,
has placed strong emphasis on economic democracy. This, carried to an
extreme, demands that all power be centered in one man and his
bureaucratic helpers.

Somewhere there is a practical balance between economic and political
democracy.

A third kind of democracy, which I call ethnic, is in my opinion vital
to the new democracy, the democracy of the common man. Ethnic
democracy means merely that the different races and minority groups
must be given equality of economic opportunity.

The fourth democracy, which has to do with educaton, is based
fundamentally on belief in ethnic democracy. It is because Stalin pushed
educational democracy with all the power that he could command that
Russia today is able to resist Germany. The Russian people for genera-
tions have had a great hunger to learn to read and write, and when
Lenin and Stalin gave them the opportunity, they changed in twenty
years from a nation which was ninety percent illiterate to a nation of
which nearly ninety percent are able to read and write.

With regard to the fifth democracy, the treatment of the sexes, most
of us in the United States have felt complacent. It has taken the war
experience of Russia to demonstrate the completeness of our failure. The
Russian Revolution gave equality of economic opportunity to women.
Those who have visited Russia recently say that about forty percent of
the work in the factories is being done by women. The average woman
does about as much work as the average man and is paid as much. Thou-
sands of Russian women are in uniform, either actively fighting or stand-
ing guard. We in the United States have not yet in the same way as the
Russians called on the tremendous reserve power which is in our women,
but before this war is over, we may be forced to give women their op-
portunity to demonstrate that with proper training they are equal to man
in most kinds of work.

The old democracy did not serve as a guarantee of peace. The new
democracy in which the people of the United States and Russia are so
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deeply interested must give us such a guarantee. This new democracy
will be neither Communism of the old-fashioned internationalist type nor
democracy of the old-fashioned isolationist sort. Willingness to support
world organization to maintain world peace by justice implemented by
force is fundamental to the democracy of the common man in these days
of airplanes. Fortunately, the airplanes, which make it necessary to or-
ganize the world for peace, also furnish the means of maintaining peace.
When this war comes to an end, the United Nations will have such an
overwhelming superiority in air power that we shall be able speedily to
enforce any mandate whenever the United Nations may have arrived at
a judgment based on international law.

The first article in the international law of the future is undoubtedly
the United Nations’ Charter. The United Nations’ Charter includes the
Atlantic Charter, and there is little reason why it should longer be called
the “Atlantic Charter” in view of the fact that the broader instrument
has been validated by thirty nations.

This United Nations” Charter has in it an international bill of rights
and certain economic guarantees of international peace. These muyst and
will be made more specific. There must be an international bank and
an international TVA, based on projects which are self-liquidating at low
rates of interest,

In this connection, I would like to refer to a conversation with Molotov,
when he was here last spring. Thinking of the unemployment and misery
which might so easily follow this war, I spoke of the need for productive
public-works programs which would stir the imagination of all the peo-
ples of the world and suggested as a starter a combined highway and
airway from southern South America across the United States, Canada,
and Alaska, into Siberia and on to Europe, with feeder highways and
airways from China, India, and the Middle East. Molotov’s first reaction
was, “No one nation can do it by itself.” Then he said, “You and I will
live to see the day.”

The new democracy by definition abhors imperialism. But by definition
also, it is internationally minded and supremely interested in raising the
productivity, and therefore the standard of living, of all the peoples of
the world. First comes transportation, and this is followed by improved
agriculture, industrialization and rural electrification. The big planes and
skilled pilots which will be ours when the war comes to an end will lead
us into a most remarkable future as surely as day follows night. We can
make it a future of new democracy based on peace. As Molotov so
clearly indicated, this brave, free world of the future cannot be created
by the United States and Russia alone.
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Undoubtedly China will have a strong influence on the world which
will come out of this war, and in exerting this influence it is quite pos-
sible that the principles of Sun Yat-sen will prove to be as significant as
those of any other modern statesman. The British Commonwealth, Eng-
land herself, the democracies of northwest Europe, Latin America, and
in fact all of the United Nations have a very important role to play.
But in order that the United Nations may effectively serve the world,
it is vital that the United States and Russia be in accord as to the
fundamentals of an enduring peace based on the aspirations of the com-
mon man. The American and Russian people can and will throw their
influence on the side of building a new democracy which will be the
hope of all the world. [Address az Congress of American-Soviet Friend-
ship, Madison Square Garden, New York City, November 8, 1942.]

WORLD ORGANIZATION

For the people of the United States, the war is entering its grimmest
phase. At home, we are beginning at last to learn what war privations
mean. Abroad, our boys in ever-greater numbers are coming to grips
with the enemy. Yet, even while warfare rages on, and we of the United
Nations are redoubling our great drive for victory, there is dawning the
hope of that day of peace, however distant, when the lights will go on
again all over the world.

Adolf Hitler’s desperate bid for a Nazi world order has reached and
passed its highest point and is on its way to its ultimate downfall. The
equally sinister threat of world domination by the Japanese is doomed
eventually to fail. When the Hitler regime finally collapses and the Japa-
nese war lords are smashed, an entirely new phase of world history will
be ushered in. The task of our generation—the generation which Presi-
dent Roosevelt once said has a “rendezvous with destiny”™—is so to or-
ganize human affairs that no Adolf Hitler, no power-hungry warmongers,
whatever their natiopality, can ever again plunge the whole world into
war and bloodshed.

The situation in the world today is parallel in some ways to that in the
United States just before the adoption of the Constitution, when it was
realized that the Articles of Confederation had failed and that some
stronger union was needed.

Today, measured by travel time, the whole world is actually smaller
than was our little country then. When George Washington was in-
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augurated, it took seven days to go by horse-drawn vehicle from Mount
Vernon to New York. Now Army bombers are flown from the United
States to China and India in less than #hree days.

It is in this suddenly-shrunken world that the United Nations, like
our thirteen American States in 1787, soon will be faced with a funda-
mental choice. We know now that the League of Nations, like our own
union under the Articles of Confederation, was not strong enough. The
League never had American support, and at critical moments it lacked
the support of some of its own members. The League finally disinte-
grated under the successive blows of worldwide economic depression and
a second World War. Soon the nations of the world will have to face
this question: Shall the world’s affairs be so organized as to prevent a
repetition of these twin disasters—the bitter woe of depression and the
holocaust of war?

It is especially appropriate to discuss this subject on this particular
date, because it is the birthday of Woodrow Wilson, who gave up his
health and eventually his life in the first attempt, a generation ago, to
preserve the world’s peace through united world action. At that time,
there were many who said that Wilson had failed. Now we know that it
was the world that failed, and the suffering and war of the last few years
are the penalty it is paying for its failure.

When we think of Woodrow Wilson, we know him not only for his
effort to build a permanent peace but for the progressive leadership he
gave our country in the years before that First World War. The “New
Freedom” for which Wilson fought was the forerunner of the Roosevelt
“New Deal” of 1933 and of the worldwide new democracy which is the
goal of the United Nations in this present struggle.

Wilson, like Jefferson and Lincoln before him, was interested first and
always in the welfare of the common man. And so the ideals of Wilson
and the fight he made for them are an inspiration to us today as we take
up the torch he laid down.

Resolved as we are to fight on to final victory in this worldwide peo-
ple’s war, we are justified in looking ahead to the peace that will inevi-
tably come. Indeed, it would be the height of folly not to prepare for
peace, just as in the years prior to December 7, 1941, it would have been
the height of folly not to prepare for war.

As territory previously overrun by the Germans and the Japs is re-
occupied by the forces of the United Nations, measures of relief and re-
habilitation will have to be undertaken. Later, out of the experience of
these temporary measures of relief, there will emerge the possibilities and
- the practicalities of more permanent reconstruction.
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We cannot now blueprint all the details, but we can begin now to
think about some of the guiding principles of this worldwide new de-
mocracy we of the United Nations hope to build. -

Two of these principles must be liberty and unity or, in other words,
home rule and centralized authority, which for more than 150 years have
been foundation stones of our American democracy and our American
union.

When Woodrow Wilson proposed the League of Nations, it became
apparent that these same principles of liberty and unity—of home rule
and centralized authority—needed to be applied among the nations if
a repetition of the First World War was to be prevented. Unfortunately,
the people of the United States were not ready. They believed in the
doctrine of liberty in international affairs, but they were not willing
to give up certain of their international rights and to shoulder certain
international duties, even though other nations were ready to take such
steps. They were in the position of a strong, well-armed pioneer citizen
who thought he could defend himself against robbers without going to
the expense and bother of joining with his neighbors in setting up a
police force to uphold civil law. They stood for decency in international
affairs, but in the world of practical international politics the net effect
of their action or lack of action was anarchy and the loss of millions of
lives and hundreds of billions of dellars in a second World War.

The sturdy pioneer citizen, proud of his own strength and independ-
ence, needed to be robbed and beaten only once by bandits to be ready
to co-operate with his law-abiding neighbors. I believe the United States
also has learned her lesson and that she is willing to assume a respon-
sibility proportionate to her strength. England, Russia, China and most
of the other United Nations are perhaps even more eager than the United
States to go beyond the Charter which they have signed as a declaration
of principles. The United Nations, like the United States 155 years ago,
are groping for a formula which will give the greatest possible liberty
without producing anarchy and at the same time will not give so many
rights to each member nation as to jeopardize the security of all.

Obviously the United Nations must first have machinery which can
disarm and keep disarmed those parts of the world which would break
the peace. Also there must be machinery for preventing economic warfare
and enhancing economic peace among nations. Probably there will have to
be an international court to make decisions in cases of dispute. And an
international court presupposes some kind of world council, so that what-
ever world system evolves will have enough flexibility to meet changing
circumstances as they arise.
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As a practical matter, we may find that the regional principle is of
considerable value in international affairs. For example, European coun-
tries, while concerned with the problems of Pan America, should not
have to be preoccupied with them; likewise Pan America, while con-
cerned, should not have to be preoccupied with the problems of Europe.
Purely regional problems ought to be left in regional hands. This would
leave to any federated world organization problems involving broad prin-
ciples and those practical matters which affect countries of different re-
gions or which affect the whole world.

The aim would be to preserve the liberty, equality, security and unity
of the United Nations—liberty in a political sense, equality of oppor-
tunity in international trade, security against war and business depres-
sion due to international causes, and unity of purpose in promoting the
general welfare of the world.

In other words, the aim would be the maximum of home rule that
can be maintained along with the minimum of centralized authority that
must come into existence to give the necessary protection. We in the
United States must remember this: If we are to expect guarantees against
military or economic aggression from other nations, we must be willing
to give guarantees that we will not be guilty of such aggression ourselves.
We must recognize, for example, that it is perfectly justifiable for a
debtor, pioneer nation to build up its infant-industries behind a protective
tariff, but a creditor nation can be justified in such policies only from the
standpoint of making itself secure in case of war.

A special problem that will face the United Nations immediately .
upon the attainment of victory over either Germany or Japan will be
what to do with the defeated nation. Revenge for the sake of revenge
would be a sign of barbarism. But this time we must make absolutely
sure that the guilty leaders are punished, that the defeated nation realizes
its defeat and is not permitted to rearm. The United Nations must back
up military disarmament with psychological disarmament—supervision,
or at least inspection, of the school systems of Germany and Japan, to
undo so far as possible the diabolical work of Hitler and the Japanese
war lords in poispning the minds of the young.

Without doubt, in the building of a new and enduring peace, economic
reconstruction will play an allimportant role. Unless there is careful
planning in advance, the return of peace can in a few years bring a shock
even worse than the shock of war.

The magnitude of the problem here in the United States, for example,
is indicated by the probability that in the peak year of the war we shall
be spending something like ninety billion dollars of public funds in the
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war effort, whereas two years later we may be spending less than twenty
billion dollars for military purposes. In the peak year of the war effort,
it is probable that we shall have around ten million men in the armed
services and twenty million additional men and women producing war
goods for the armed services. It would seem that within the first two
years after the peace at least fifteen million of these thirty million men
and women will be seeking jobs different from those which they had
when peace came.

Our expenditures have been going at a rate fully seven times as great
as in World War I and the conversion of our industry to wartime uses
has been far more complete. Thousands of thoughtful businessmen and
economists, remembering what happened after the last war, being fa-
miliar with the fantastic figures of this war, and knowing the severity of
the shock to come, have been greatly disturbed. Some have concerned
themselves with plans to get over the first year. Others have given thought
to the more distant future.

It should be obvious to practically everyone that, without well-planned
and vigorous action, a series of economic storms will follow this war.
These will take the form of inflation and temporary scarcities, followed
by surpluses, crashing prices, unemployment, bankruptcy and in some
cases violent revolution. If there is lack of well-planned and vigorous
action, it is quite conceivable that the human misery in certain countries
after the war may be even greater than during the war.

It is true that in the long run any nation, like any individual, must
follow the principle of self-help, must look to its own efforts to raise its
own living standards. But it is also true that stronger nations, like our
own, can provide guidance, technical advice and in some cases capital
investment to help those nations which are just starting on the path of
industrialization. Qur experience with the Philippines is a case in point.

The suggestions I have made with a view to promoting development
and encouraging higher standards of living are necessarily fragmentary at
this time. But in some quarters, either knowingly or unknowingly, they
have been grossly distorted and misrepresented. During the recent politi-
cal campaign one member of Congress secking re-clection made the flat
statement that I was in favor of having American farmers give away a
quart of milk a day to every inhabitant of the world. In other quarters
these suggestions have been referred to by such terms as “utopian,” “soggy
sentimentality,” and the “dispensing of milk and honey.” But is it “uto-
pian” to foresee that Scuth America, Asia and Africa will in the future
experience a development of industry and agriculture comparable to
what has been experienced in the past in Europe and North America? Is -
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it “soggy sentimentality” to hold out hope to those millions in Europe
and Asia fighting for the cause of human freedom—our freedom? Is it
the “dispensing of milk and honey” to picture to their minds the possible
blessings of a higher standard of living when the war is over and their
own productivity has increased?

Among the self-styled “realists” who are trying to scare the American
people by spreading worry about “misguided idealists” giving away our
products are some whose policies caused us to give away billions of dol-
lars of stuff in the decade of the twenties. Their high tariff prevented ex-
change of our surplus for goods. And so we exchanged our surplus for
bonds of very doubtful value. Our surplus will be far greater than ever
within a few years after this war comes to an end. We can be decently
human and really hardheaded if we exchange our postwar surplus for
goods, for peace and for improving the standard of living of so-called
backward peoples. We can get more for our surplus production in this
way than by any high-tariff, penny-pinching, isolationist policies which
hide under the cloak of one hundred percent Americanism.

Self-interest alone should be sufficient to make the United States deeply
concerned with the contentment and well-being of the other peoples of
the world. Such contentment will be an important contribution to world
peace, for it is only when other peoples are prosperous and economically
productive that we can find export markets among them for the products
of our factories and our farms.

A world family of nations cannot be really healthy unless the various
nations in that family are getting along well in their own internal af-
fairs. The first concern of each nation must be the well-being of its own
people. That is as true of the United States as of any other nation.

During the war, we have full employment here in the United States,
and the problem is not to find jobs for the workers but to find workers
for the jobs. After the war, it will be vital to make sure that another
period of unemployment does not come on. With this end in view, the
suggestion has been made that Congress should formally recognize the
maintenance of full employment as a declared national policy, just as it
now recognizes as national policies the right of farmers to parity of in-
come with other groups and the right of workers to unemployment
insurance and old-age annuities.

Full employment is vital not only to city prosperity but to farm pros-
perity as well. Nothing contributes more to stable farm prosperity than
the maintenance of full employment in the cities, and the assurance that
purchasing power for both farm and factory products will always be
adequate.
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Maintenance of full employment and the highest possible level of na-
tional income should be the joint responsibility of private business and
of government. It is reassuring to know that business groups in contact
with government agencies already are assembling facts, ideas and plans
that will speed up the shift from a government-financed war program to
a privately financed program of peacetime activity.

This shift must be made as secure against mischance as if it were a
wartime campaign against the enemy. We cannot afford either a specula-
tive boom or its inevitable bust. In the war we use tanks, planes, guns
and ships in great volume and of most effective design. Their equivalents
in the defense against postwar economic chaos will be less spectacular,
but equally essential. We must keep prices in control. We must have con-
tinuity in the flow of incomes to consumers and from consumers to the
industries of city and farm. We must have a national system of job place-
ment. We must have definite plans for the conversion of key industries to
peacetime work.

When the war is over, the more quickly private enterprise gets back
into peacetime production and sells its goods to peacetime markets here
and abroad, the more quickly will the level of government wartime ex-
penditures be reduced. No country needs deficit spending when private
enterprise, either through its own efforts or in co-operation with govern-
ment, is able to maintain full employment. Let us hope that the best
thought of both business and government can be focused on this prob-
lem which lies at the heart of our American democracy and our Ameri-
can way of life.

The war has brought forth a new type of industrialist who gives much
promise for the future. The type of business leader I have in mind has
caught a new vision of opportunities in national and international proj-
ects. He is willing to co-operate with the people’s government in carry-
ing out socially desirable programs. He conducts these programs on the
basis of private enterprise, and for private profit, while putting into
effect the people’s standards as to wages and working conditions. We shall
need the best efforts of such men as we tackle the economic problem of
the peace.

This problem is well recognized by the average man on the street, who
sums it up in a nutshell like this: If everybody can be given a job in war
work now, why can't everybody have 2 job in peacetime production later
on? He will demand an answer, and the returning soldier and sailor will
dcman:d an answer. This will be the test of statesmanship on the home
front, just as ability to co-operate with other nations for peace and im-
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proved living standards will be the test of statesmanship on the inter-
national front.

How thrilling it will be when the world can move ahead into a new
day of peaceful work, developing its resources and translating them as
never before into goods that can be consumed and enjoyed! But this new
day will not come to pass unless the people of the United Nations give
wholehearted support to an effective program of action. The war will
have been fought in vain if we in the United States, for example, are
plunged into bitter arguments over our part in the peace, or over such
fictitious questions as government versus business. Such bitterness would
only confuse us and cloud our path. How much more sensible it would
be if our people could be supplied with the facts and then, through orderly
discussion, could arrive at a common understanding of what needs to be
done.

I have heard the fear expressed that after the war the spirit of self-
sacrifice which now animates so many of our people will disappear, that
cold and blind selfishness will supplant the spirit which makes our young
men willing to go thousands of miles from home to fight—and die if need
be—for freedom. Those who have this fear think that a return of blind
selfishness will keep the nations of the world from jeining to prevent a
repetition of this disaster.

We should approach the whole question, not emotionally from the
standpoint of either sacrifice or sclfishness, but objectively from the stand-
point of finding the common meeting ground on which the people of
the world can stand. This meeting ground, after all, should not be hard
to find—it is the security of the plain folks against depression and against
war. To unite against these two evils is not really a sacrifice at all, but
only a common-sense facing of the facts of the world in which we live.

Now at last the nations of the world have a second chance to erect a
lasting structure of peace—a structure such as that which Woodrow Wil-
son sought to build but which crumbled away because the world was not
yet ready. Wilson himself foresaw that it was certain to be rebuilt some
day. This is related by Josephus Daniels in his book, The Life of Wood-
row Wilson, as follows:

«“Wilson never knew defeat, for defeat never comes to any man until
he admits it. Not long before the close of his life Woodrow Wilson said
to a friend: ‘Do not trouble about the things we have fought for. They
are sure to prevail. They are only delayed” With the quaintness which
gave charm to his sayings he added: ‘And I will make this concession to
Providence—it may come in a better way than we propose”’ ”

And now we of this generation, trusting in Providence to guide our



208 DEMOCRACY REBORN

steps, go forward to meet the challenge of our day. For the challenge we
all face is the challenge of the new democracy. In the new democracy,
there will be a place for everyone—the worker, the farmer, the business-
man, the housewife, the doctor, the salesman, the teacher, the student, the
store clerk, the taxi driver, the preacher, the engineer—all the millions
who make up our modern world. This new democracy will give us free-
dom such as we have never known, but only if as individuals we perform
our duties with willing hearts. It will be an adventure in sharing—sharing
of duties and responsibilities, and sharing of the joy that can come from
the give-and-take of human contacts and fruitful daily living. Out of it,
if we all do our part, there will be new opportunity and new security for
the common man—that blend of liberty and unity which is the bright
goal of millions who are bravely offering up their lives on the battle fronts
of the world. [Radio address on the occasion of the 86th anniversary of
the birthday of Woodrow Wilson, December 28, 1942.]

X1I: 1943

BUSINESS MEASURES

BusinessMEN REALIZE that the shock of this war’s end will probably be at
least seven times as great as that which was felt beginning in 1920. Peace
unplanned could be a disaster worse than war, wrecking business, labor
and agriculture throughout the entire world and producing revelution
and misery among the millions.

No businessman can plan for the future with any certainty so long as
there is the fear of war on the horizon. It is vital, therefore, that the
United Nations’ covenant must provide the machinery to assure “freedom
from fear”—an international peace law, an international peace court and
an international peace force. If any aggressor nations take the first step
toward rearmament, they must be served at once with a “cease and desist”
order and be warned of the consequences. If economic quarantine does
not suffice, the United Nations’ peace force must at once bomb the ag-
gressor nation mercilessly.

To guarantee the peace, the United Nations will need additional



