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“Lebensraum?” - Holland’s Way and Hitlér’s

There 1Is an especially ironic note
in the Nazi invasion of Holland, The
Hitler sweep into the Netherlands
serves to bring out in sharp relief a
contrast between two antipodal
methods of social conquest: one, the
struggle of man against man; the
other, the struggle of man against
natural obatacles. ‘The Nazis are
seeking to enlarge their “Lebens-
raum” by wresting land from other
peoples; the Dutch enlarged their
“Lebensraum” by reclaiming land
from the floor of the sea. The Zui-
der Zee project, on the way to com-
pletion when the military hordes
swooped in from {he Wast, is an epic
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feat of engineering and an eloguent
testimonial to the civilized instincts
of man.

It is perhaps worth while at this
stage of history, when men throngh
ignorance of the true laws of prog-
ress are striking out Hlindly and
brutally in an effort to solve the
problem of poverty, to picture thig
contrast and explain its significance,
The Dutch example is a precept as
well, though it is not likely that the
example will he copied or the pre-
cept heeded by other nations until

the energies of brute force have been

fully spent and doctrines of enlight-
enment have {aken their place as

arbiters of social action.

Asg this i3 being wriiten the. fate
of Holland remains unknown. But
whichever way the tides of battle
flow the fact will remain that when
the Hoilanders needed more living
space they sought it in the undevel-
oped bounties of nature and not in
plunder from fellow men, ‘This is
an old Dutch custom, for the Neth-
erlanders have been expert in the
reclamation of land for a thousand
years. As a matter of fact slmost
half of this little country, which hag
a density of population that is ex-
ceeded by only one -other nation
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(Belgium) lies hbelow the level of
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high tlde watér, while approximateély
ohe-fourth of Het territory is undep:
neath the line of mean szed level;
hence the famous systém of dikes.
No less than 550,000 acres of fer-
tile Jand would have bheeh addéd to
the “Leberistaum” of Holland by coms
pletich of the Ztider Zee projedt,
The Zniider Zee was A largé gulf of
thie North Séa Hanked on thrée sidés
by lowlands. Miuch of it is now fer-
tile farmland cultivatéd Ilike any
other agriculturdl area dnd seitled
with farmsteads fhat to 41l appedr-:
ahves might just ag well be 4 thou-
sand miles inland instéad of, aé they
are, on the floor of the sed, from 13
tc 16 feet below mean Wwatet level
The probletn: of <converting the
floor of a Sdlt Whater séa into an
agricultural sSettlemeént wdg an eh-
gineerinig ohe, hoteworthy in itself;
but mofe important is the soéisl
point of view which inctivited it ufi-
dér such circumstdndes. Population
plessiiTe wak a rédl provléth in Hol-
lahd. With @n area of ofly 12,692
squate miles her inhabitants number
moke thedl 8;500-,000; The State of
Maryland, having &t aved of 12,300
squdare fiilés, iS5 mearly as ldrge ds
theé Netherlands, it it bas 18ss than
ohe-tifth e popillation (1,631,500).
Tk Dutch Had the chbice of reduc-
ing their standird of lving, forcing
theit people to overseas <colonies,
begging the iést of the world for
help—or reclaiming land from the
angry North Sea, They chose the
last policy. Whether the virtue of
it will serve to brirg its owh reward
is now a imatteér of conjechire, for
the good work of the Hollanders will
be so much more booty for Hitler
if his Nazi machitie is victofious.
Three nundred thougand people Will
be settled oh the ohe-tite Hadr of
the Zuider Zée wheh ail the reclas
mation work is completsd. These
will hot alf be farmers ot members
of farm fathilies for the settlément
program ¢dlis for thé normdl devel-
obmeéiit of villages and fown activi-
tiés which compleiment agricultute.
Nor will the ssttiement of the land
be i iMté Aature of 4 hit-or-idisy
proposition: sathpiitiz of the oceatt
fltor befors the projéct was under-
taken shbwed which
suitable fof whgal growing, which
fo¥ thuck crops, oF fof pasturé of

sectiohs are’

for timbériafid; ThHitty-fobtr thou-
sénd Such samples eéstdbliskicd sci-
elitiffeally thé mhadinium uSefulfiess
of each {icttioh of the reclaitned afea;

Of éspecial -intetest to those who
récighizé the fundamental tole that
1ldnd plays it &tonomic ahd sodial
life is that provision had béén mads
to prévent these advaittiages from ac-
criiiiig to the behefit of lahd specu-
latoig of moenhdpoligtd. Though the .
land was fiot to be thiowh on the
operi mharket; Which of coursé Would |
be the only way lo delerthifie ﬁ.s
trie value, the govériiment had pro—
viitéd for the eollection of an atinual
réital which might correspond
roughly t0 thé tcofidmic rémt. Be«
glithing at $12 per acre thi§ réntal.
wad tb b# intreassd gradvally in cor-!
respondeiicé with incredsed producs
tivity of the land until it réached 4
miakimum of about $21 per acte.:
Thxs prbceﬂme Was hot demgned s.s
méthod for retrievmg the aost of the
pkbject: data ot Hand do hobt indi-
cate Whether with that godl -acliiéveﬁ.
the land Was oF was Tiot intendsd to!
bécoiie the private property of the
fafmars who worked it.

It inlist be observed thdt this is
not Btrictly a land valve taxation
procedure, wit it should likewise e
noted that it recognizes one of thie |
bazie prmc1ples of Iand valte taxa-"
tion, ﬂiai: land sp'e‘culatwn retatds‘.

to come there could have been 1o {
outright withholding of land from | :
production, though it is difficilt to |
gee How private speculative profits
could B avoided whén a uniform
rental is charged on land which de-
spité itg uniformity is boithd to aif-
fer in productivity, if ot for rea-
sons of fertility, certainly for those
of sité advantage.

Thésimuch as the Nawmi inviders, at
this wrlting, have already Feached
tHe Zuifier Zee, which %iad ho miajor
military protection, all disciission of
its sbeldl objectives must be tenta- |
tive or purely tHeoretical. Hitler ig |
incapable of such 4 civiliced con- |
strtictivé effort as the Zuidér Zee |
projéct; his leadership, from the
vety start, has been devoted to de- .
striiction or préparation for destiuc-
tion, Ohe does Tiof have o Be a
followes of George of a Béliever in
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land value takation to recoghize the
polarities of human chaFacter
brought out in this phagé of the
war, le, the invasion of Holland. On
the oné hand we see thrift and in-
dustfy, on the other wanion ivagte-
fuiness and a barbarie spirit of plun-
der. There it is, a lesson for ihe
r\vhole world to learn: the two ways
to gain “Lebensraum”—Holland’s and
Hitlers.



