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or

HON. WARREN -WORTH BAILEY.

THE SINGLE TAX—WEAT IT 19 AND WHY WE UROR IT.

Mr. BAILEY, Me. Speaker, the question of revenmue is parn-
wount at this time, Never before in.the history of this country
in time of peace lave the demands upon the Federal Treasury
becn even approximately what they are to-day. We are con-
fronted with a deficit estimated at almost half a Dillion, We
are proposlng to increase taxes before the close of the present
session by no less than $200,000,000, yot this will leave us facing
the necessity of an tucrease of more than that z year hence. .

. It.is not necessary for me to repeat what has been said by mo

-on thig floor so often before, that I regard the tremendong ex- .

penditures to which wa have committed and are still committing
-ourselves ag uiterly without warrant. They are in response to
A 'mere craze, which hias been skillfully and sedulously worked
up by .those. who. have profited or who lope iﬁ some way to
profit. The people whose fears. have been played upon are
honest enough. Titey have merely been decelved into an accept-
ance of the idea that their future safety depends upen the bulld-
ing of a great Mavy and the creation of a huge standing Army,
i they once become aroused to the deceit to which they have
been-subjected, they will make short work of the decelvers, .

But while the revenue question s the. overshadowing one,

aud while the couutry. 13 considering taxation with.a vidw to

determining what new. ﬂv ﬁs shall be adopled or what new sub~

jects shall be resorted tovd meeting a manmufectured: elnergency,.
gy I not ventare to invite attention to. a.fundamental disens-
sion of the matter by presenting in {hiz ‘connection a- shurt .

article from the pen of the late Henry George, setting forth his
philozophy. of {axation in clear outlines: and -'euforcihg the

proposition that:there is o naturd! resouice in .ébtainlug JPpublic.

fnuds- in disregarding which society: makes ‘itself'lespfmsible

for a train of evils it seeks in vain o overcome by palliative

means? ¥ e T ek g ek TeED
There is.a growing interest all over the world in Henty
George’s economic philosophy, and for this reason I feel that

1 am justified in presenting here a short extract from his writ-
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ingc, which T am sure will appeal to thoughtful men of all
classes who may to-day be studying the inmmedinte problem con-

Ironting this Government. I therefore make no apolegy for

laying before the House and before the country the following:
TlE SiNGr.‘I-j TAY—WIIAT IT I8 AKD WJII_“'IZ UHGE IT.
. [By Heory George.] . =

T shall hl fefly state the fundamental 1)1111(!1!]8‘3 of what we
Who advocate it enll the single tax. :

e propowe to abolish all taxes save one single tax levied on
the §v'a.i;}e of Innd, irres_:pecth‘e' of the value of the improvements
in or o it.. )

What we propase is' not a tax on real estate, for real estate
includes improvements, Wor Is it = tax on land, for we would
not tax all Iand, but only land having a value irrespaciive of

its lmplmemeuts, and would tax tliat in’ proportion to that

valae, 5 ;
Ouyr plan. involves -tiie imposition 6f no new fax, since we al- .
ready tax land vaides In taxing rveal estaté. To earry it out
“'c.have only to abolish a1l taxes save the tax on real citate,
and to abelish all of that which now falls on buildings or im-
provements, leaving ouly that part of it which now falls on the

value of the bare and, icreasing that so-a% to take a5 vearly as

may be tie whole of economie rent, or what is smneﬂmef; ‘%tyled
the ¢ unearned fncrement of kand values™ . - S

That the value of the land alone would suflice to provide ail
neéded publie 1eveuues———mumclpﬂ/ ﬂiouut_‘; State, snnd Na-
tiongl-—there iz no deubt. -~ . = - :

Ty shi. Dbriefly why we nrge ‘this change, Iet me féeat (1) of
its expediency, and (2] of its justice.: ?
- From the gingle.tax we may expect these advantages:

. O -vifOil_l_d dispense with a whole nriny of tax gatherers

nnd"_othel',-i‘af&éiﬁls which present taxes require, and place in
the Trearury: a mucli larger proportion of what is taken from

the people; “while by making Government simpler and: 'cheapef

it would tend to make it purer, It wou_‘lcl got rid .of taxes
whick necessarily -promote fraud, perjury, bribery, and cor-
ruption, which lead men into temptation, and which tax what
the Nation ean least afford to spare—loncsty and conscience,

Bince land lies out of doors and can not be mmoved, and its
8321817066




4

valee ig {he most readily ascei‘taiued. of ull values, the tax to
which we would resort can be colleeted with the minimum of
cost and the least strain on publie morals.

2, It would encrmously increase the production of w-eﬂlth-—. ’

(a) By the removal of the burdens that now weigh upon
industry and thrift. If wé_ tax houses, there will ba fewer
-and poorer houscs; if we tax machinery, tlneré will ‘be lesg
m:.tchi_uery; if we tax trade, there will be less trade; if we tax
eapital, there will be less capital; if we {ax savings, there will

be less savings. All the taxes therefors that we should abolish -

are those that repress iadustry and lessen wealth, But 1f we
tax land values there wiil be no less land.

(b) On the contrary, the taxation of lond wvalues has the
effect of making land more easily available by indusicy, slace
it makes {t more difficult. for- owners of valuable land which
they themselves do nof ¢are to wse to hold it idle for a larger
future price, While the. abolition of faxes on labor and the
" preducts of labor would free the aclive element of .praductipn,
the taking of land valuea by taxation would free the passive
clemel_at by destroying speculative land valges and ﬁm?cntlng
the holding ont of use of Iand needed for use. If anyone will
but look around to-day and see the wuused or but.but half-
used land, the idle labor, the unemployed ov poorly employed
capital, he witl get some ldéa ‘of how enormous would ba the
‘produetion. of wealth were all the forces: of moduction free to
engage, 2 : o ; A

2 (e). The taxation of ti w,;pr'o(:efsse*s and Ilrodur,ts ot ldbor on
one hmnd and the insufficient {axation of tand’ values on the

_other produce an unjust distribution of wealth, which is build-

“-ing up in the hands of a few fort‘un'eé more monstrous than the
world hias ever before Leen, wlnle the MASESs of our people are
steadily ‘becoming relatively pooret. These taxes necessmtly
£l onr the poor more heavily than on the rich; by increasing

prices’ tliey -necessitate ‘4 larger capltal In all buglaesged, and -
congequently give an adlvantage to large capitals; axd they give, -

4nd in some cases are designed to give, s_pe(':i'al ddvantiges and
monopolies Lo combinations and trusts. On the other hand, the

insufflefent- tazation of land values enables men to tmke Iarge
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* fortunes by land speeulation and the increase lo ground values,

fortunes which do pot represent any addition by them to the
general wenlth of the community but werely thé appropriation
by some of what the Iabor of cthers ¢reates.

This nnjust digtribution of wealth develops on the one hand
a clazs fdle and wasteful beesuse they are too rich and on the
other hand o class idle and wasteful because (hey are too poor.
1t deprives men of capital and opportunities which wonid make
WM'-m01'e efficient producers. It thus greatly. diminishes pro-

ductién, '

(d) The unjust distribution which is giving us the hundred-
fold miliionaire on the ¢ne sicle and the tramp and pauper on
the other generates thieves, gamblers, and social parasites of
all kinds, and requires l'arge expenditures of money and cnergy
in watchmen, policcmen, deurts, prisons, and other méans_ of
defenze and repression. It kindles a gr'ee(l of gain and a wor-

-ghip .of wealth and produces a bitter struggle for existence
which Ffosters drunkenness, increases insanity, and causes men

whese energies ought to be devoted to honest production fo
gpend their time and strength im cheating and grabblng from
each_other, . Besldes the mornl loss all this involves an enor-
mous economie logs- which the smgle tax would save. :

{#} .The taxes we would abolish fall most heavily on the poorer

agriehifural distri{:ts and fend to drive popuiation and wealth
" froin. them to the great eitles. The fax we would increase would

destmy that monopoly of land, wh1f, ps the great eanse of that
distribution of populatl(m which ‘L, crowdmg the pedple too
closely together _in some place; and geattering them too far apart
in other places. . Families Jive on fop of one another in gities

- -beennse of the E101DI0US Spécﬁlative prices at which vacant lets
' aré lield.: In the country. they are scattered too far apart for

soeinl lntercourse and convenlenee, because, instead of each
takidg what land ke ean use, every one who ean grabs all he can
get, in- the liope of profiting by its increase of value, amnd the
next.ipan must pass fariher on,  Thus we have scores of families
living under a single roof and other families fiving in dugouts
on the prairies afar from nelghbors—sowe living too close to
each other for moral, mental, or physical health, and others too

far separated for the siimulating and refining influences of
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soctety, The wastes in health, in mental vigor, and in unneces-
sary transportation result in great economic losses whiclh the
single tax would save, 5
Iet us turn to the moval sige and C(}lls‘ldel the guestion of
“Justice. y S

The right of properly does not rest on human laws; they Lave
often ignored andg vielated i, It rests on patural liws——thatis
+ to say, Lhe law of God. "It 1s cleav and ahsolute, and every vio-
latien of It, whether cotunilted by a man or n nation, ig a viola-
tion of the command, “ FThou shalt not steal.t The man who
eatches a fish, grows an apple, raises a ealf, builds o house, makes
a ¢oat, paints a picture, construets & machine, liag, as to any sueh
thing, an exclusive right of ownership, which carrles with it
-the right to give, to sel}, or lJequeath that thing, - :

Buf who made the edrth that any man ¢an claim such owner-
ship of it, or any part of 1, ev the right to'glve, seIl',“dr begueath
tt? Since the eorth was not made by us, but is only o femparary
dwelling place, on wliiclt one geteration of men follow nnother:
since we find ourselves here, are manifestly here with equal per-
mission of the Creator, it is manifest that no one con have any
-exclusive right of ownership in'land, and that the trights of all
men o land must be equal aud inallenable. There must be an
exclusive right of possession of Iand, for tle man who tges it
ust hate secure possession of land in order to _1-e=ip the firoduetsy
of his labor. But his right of possession mit be limited by the
equal right of all, and s{f"\d therefore be conditioned on’ the

payment to the communit b the possessor of an 'et;mvalent tor o

any speclat vatuabie privllege thus accorded hin. .
" When we tax houses, crops, mouney, fur nltme,-'cﬁ'pit&!-’,‘_ or

wealth in any of its forms we fale from individuals what* 1'ig11t~ ;

fulty l}elaug‘i te them, We viclate the riglit of pxopelty and
in the name of the State commit yobbery.: But when we tax

gronngd values we take from individuals what does not Telong

t0 them, but belongs to the community, and: which-ean not be
left to individaals wlthout the robbery of other in'ﬂlﬂdﬁél_s.-

Think ‘what the value of land is. . It has no réference to the

cast .of pl'aﬂuctlon, as bas the value of 11_01ises,' liorsés, ghips,

clothies, or other things produced by labor, for land is not pro-

duced by wman; it was created by God. 'The value of land does
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not come from the exertion of labor on land, for the value thug
produced is a value of improvement. Thaf value attached to
any piece of tand means that that piece of land is more deslr-
able than the land which other citizens may obfain, and that
they are more willing to pay o premium for permission to use
it, Justlce, therefore, requires that this premiut of valae shall
be taken for the benefit of all in order fo. secure to all their
equal rights.

Gousu.ler the - difference between the value of 2 Dulidiug -and
the mlue of land. The valug of g bullding, like the value of
goods or of amything properly styled wealth, is preduced by
individual exertion, andt therefore properly belongs to the indi-
vidual; byt the value of land only arises with the growth and
improvement of {he community, and. therefore properly belongs

-to the eomnmunity. It is not because of what .its owners have .

done, but because of the presence of the swhole great population
that-land in New York is worth millions.an acre, This value,
therefore, is the proper fund for. defraylng the common px-
penses of the.whole population; and it must be taken for public
use, under penalty of generatlng land specnlation and mencpoly
which will bring about artificlal searcity where the Greator has
‘provided in abundance for all whom His providence has called
Into existence. It is thus: 2 violation-of justice to tax labor .or
the {hings- pl‘odueed by laber; and it is alse a-vigiation of. Just'mc
not to j:ax 1and. vaiues. . R e ! :

These are the fundamental reay _‘ﬁl' for. which we urge t-he
single tax, believing it to-he the gt fest and most fundamental

" of all reforms. We o nof think 1t will change human nature.
“That-man can- never do, but it will bring- abeut -conditions in
- which ‘humsn nature can develop what is best, instead of as
© now, In-so-inany cnsés, what is worst. It will permit such an

endﬁmmm_,produt_tlon-. a5 we can now hardly comceivé, - It will

*secure an- equitable distributfon. It will:solve the labor prob-

lem.and dispel . the darkening clonds vhich are now zathering
over:the horizon of. our civilization.: It wlil make undeserved

poverty an unknown. thing. It wiil check the soul-destroying

greed of galn. It will enable men to be at least as honest, as

irwe, as considerate, and as high-minded ag. they would like.
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to he, If will romove ten]i)tation-to lying, false sweaving,
brigery, and luwhbreaking. If wlll open to atl, even the poorest,
the cowforfs and refinements and opporéunities of an advane-
ing eivilization. It will thus, so w.e_ reverenily helieve, clear
o the way for tha eoming of that kingdom of riglt and justice,
and consequentiy of abumndance and .pcace.uu(].happiueas, for
which ihe Master told His .disciﬁl% to pray. and work. It is
not that it is a4 promising invention or cunning device, that we
Iook for the single tax to do all this, but it is because it lb-
volves a mufm-ming_of the most ilnpdrtar;t aund fundameuntal
adjustments of soeietj,r to the suprenme law of jostice, because
it invoivey the basipg of the most important of our laws on
the principle that we c511::&111(1 £lo to others '15 we would be:
done by. . ¢ ox

The readers of ths‘ ari.icle I may: fairly presume, - believe'-
gs I Dbelieve, that there is-a world for us beyond.this. The
limit of space has prevented me from putting bhefore thew more _
than. gome hiats for thought. Let me in corclysion present
two ore:

" . 1. What would be the 1esult in heaven 1tself.if those who get
. there first instituted private property in the surface of heaven
and parceled it out in absolute ownership. amc_jng,_:_thg_r'nse_lves,
as we parcel out the surface of the earth? ..’ o i

2. Bince we can not conceive of a heaven . wluch the equal
.I*ights of God's children to:their Father's bmmty 1= demied,.as '_
ave now deny them on i »@alth what is the d‘utsr en}oined ml"

Christians by the daily 1,_ },;el, o Thy kmgdom mme, Thy wiil
‘be done; on earth, as it is in hieaven "% el

THE SPIRIT ‘OF HENRY GEO!!.GE

' I propose to beg no ghestion, to shrink from no concluslon lmt

‘t6-follow truth wherever il may lead. Upon us Is the Tespenst-.

“bitity of secking the law, for in the very heart of "o, éfwiliz_

ition to-lay women faint and little children moan, . But what - 7
“fhat aw mﬁ‘y prove to be ig not our affalr.; If the ‘conclusions . .

“{hat we reach run’ counter to our prejudiced let usg not flinch;

it they challenge institutions that have long besn deemed ‘wise

and natural let us not turn back. (Henry George in © P’rbgres_s 3

and Poverty.™) ' @ ;
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