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ble the Republicans can bemade to
appear in certain features of the
present tariff. That such a tarift
and its accompanying trusts
should be the inseparable and

leading issue of the approaching-

election is to be as warmly Wwel
comed by the Democrats as it is to
be dreaded by the Republicans.
Certainly no other issue and no
other plan of campaign would
cause so much worry to the Re-

pablican candidate.
J. H. DILLARD.

EDITORIAL OORRESPONDENCE.

WASHINGTON,

Washington, D. C., March 27.—An-
other week of post office! While the
week was taken up in discussing its va-
rious provisions, little material change
was madeinthebill; themost important
being the adoption of an amendment by
Mr. Robinson, of Indiana, to strike out
the $45.000subsidy tothe Oceanic Steam-
ship Company. In view of the action
of the members the next day in sustain-
ing the provisions for the railway sub-
sidies one is naturally curious to know
whether this indicates a different view
of ship subsidies than of railroad sub-
sidies.or merely that the Oceanic Steam-
ship Company has been less industrious
in extending “courtesies” in the form
of passes than have the great rail-
roads.

The corrective influence of publicity
was clearly shown in the vote in the
Housge on the two railway subsidy pro-
visions of the bill. The practical ef-
fect of Mr. Moon’s motion to recommit
would have been to eliminate the ap-
propriation of $142,728.75 (none but an
artist could figure so accurately) for
“special facilities” to the Southern Rail-
road and the $25,000 for ‘“special facil-
ities” from Kansas City to Newton,
Kan., as the Postmaster General had
in effect declared that the matter must
be decided by Congress. Mr. Moon
called for the yeas and nays, only 76
members arose, while in response to Mr.
Overstreet’s demand, 179 stood up to op-
pose the proposed roll call. The roll was
called. 76 being sufficient to orderit. As
114 voted in favor of Mr. Moon’s motion
to strike out the subsidy clause, and as
but 121 voted for these subsidies, it will
be seen that about 40 who opposed be-
ing placed on record voted against these
provisions, while the 179 in favor dwin-
cdled to 121, when they had no choice but
to be put on record for or against the
steal. Such is the effect upon weak-
kneed members of the lime light of pub-
Heity.

The action of the Republican leaders
when the clerk read this amerdment
which I offered:

To reimburse the great rallroads for the
cost of supplying the Presldent of the

United States with special tralns, cars.
and@ the food, wines, cigars and service
therewith, not to exceed $30,000; provided,
that this appropriaticn shall be divided
pro rata among such rallroads oniy as
stall within 90 days of the passage of this
Act, file with the Post Office Department
an f{temized account of all such service
supplied by them; and provided further,
that this shall not be construed as con-
ferring power upon the.President to con-
tract for any similar service during the
fiscal year covered by this act without the
express authority of Congress—

was most amusing. For two days Mr.
Mann. of Illinois, and the chairman of
the post office committee, Mr. Qver-
street, had been openly at daggers
drawn, largely on account of the atti-
tude of the committee towards the de-
mands of the city letter carriers for in-
crease of compensation.
however, that enough of my proposed
amendment had been read to indicate its
purport, all personal differences were
cast aside, and a half-dozen leaders—
each anxious to protect the “honor” of
the President—were on their feet simul-
taneously, shouting: “Point of order!”
and demanding that the amendment be
ruled out without further reading. The
manner in which the chairman (Mr.
Boutell) banged his gavel and, declar-
ing it out of order, refused to recognize
me, was peculiarly interesting, as indl-
cating the condition of terror which the
majority had been thrown into by this
innocent amendment. If an actual
bombshell had been dropped into the
Republican camp, it would not have cre-
ated greater consternation. No other
amendment during the entire two weeks
was thus summarily treated on point
of order. In every other case a pro-
posed amendment was read through and
the mover of the amendment was nearly
always permitted to discuss both the
point of order and the amendment it-
self. But the frantic efforts of the Re-
publican leaders on the floor to pre-
vent this amendment being read were
no more significant than the action of
the chairman (Boutell) in turning
his head swiftly from one side to the
other so as not to see the proposer of
the amendment, who stood immediately
in front of the desk demanding recog-
nition for the purpose of moving “to
strike out the last word,” in order that
in the five minutes’ time which, if recog-
nized, he would then have he could read

theamendment himself tothe House. The"

incident also indicates that the Repub-
licans were presumably off their guard,
as a result of the ultimatum sent to
them the day before through two of
their own members to the effect that if
there was no manifest repetition by the
leaders of their previous evident deter-
mination to prevent my securing a
hearing, that then I should refrain from
continuing my objections to “unani-
mous consent,” which is necessary un-
der the rules for the immediate consid-
eration of bills not on the special calen-
dar.

Of course this was not the most di-
rect method of calling the attention of

The moment,.

the country to the fact that the Presi-
dent—despite the continual homilies
which he delivers to all kinds of delega-
tions and crganizations; despite the lec-
turing on civic virtue and rnational
righteousness which he inflicts upon al-
most every body of men that call upon
him—has so little regard for the eter-
nal verities that he can see nothing
wrong in accepting such “courtesies” as
special trains ‘from the railroads.
While it may not appear to be the
most direct, yet it is apparently the
only method which could have been
adopted with any prospect of securing
even the limited reading which it did
receive. It is unnecessary to say that
no bill to appropriate the money to
reimburse the railroads for these spe-
cial trains could be got out of com-
mittee. A similar fate also awaits.
any resolution calling for information
as to the cost of these special trains.

The rules of this Congress are 8o
rigid and drastic that they occasionally
prevent even Republican leaders
themselves from doing the things they
desire to do. This was noticeably
g0 in the case of that paragraph of the
post office appropriation bill provid-
ing for the increase of the pay of ru-
ral letter carriers from $600 to $720,
but withdrawing nearly all of the
present privileges to do an express
busjness and to act as messengers for
the residents along their routes. This.
paragraph having been ruled out on
a point of order raised by Mr. Mann,
it became necessary, if the Republican
party was to live up to any part of
its pledge to the rural free delivery
men, for a special rule to be brought
in which would restore that paragraph
and make it not subject to a point of
order. I, therefore, could not re-
frain from availing myself of the op-
portunity to point out that the Re-
publican members had deliberately
voted for rules which would prevent
the consideration of any legislation in-
creasing the pay of city letter carriers,
or any other bill affecting labor, un-
less favored by the autocrats of the
House, the committee on rules, com-
posed of the Speaker, Dalzell and
Grosvenor.

The matter of the impeachment of
Judge Swayne, of the Federal Cir-
cuit Court for the Northern district
of Florida, is causing the Republicans
great anxiety. At the demand of the
President the Republicans are not
only rushing through the supply bills
with unprecedented haste, but are ab-
solutely refusing to consider any gen-
eral legisiation whatever, so as to bring
the session to an end at the earliest
possible date. The order to “do noth-
ing and go home!” s still in force;
but the leaders are confronted with &
very delicate situation from the party
standpoint in these Swayne proceed-
ings. To carry out the orders from the



