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different things. The just aim of doin
away with the private absorption of lan
values would be common to both systems,
but the first would call for a complicated
arrangement for administering a great na-
tional estate, while the second would re-
quire much less machinery than we have
now for collecting taxes. The land value
tax would simply be increased in amount
under the Single Tax, and this would call
for no increase in the number of collectors,
while the whole cumbersome mechanism of
custom houses and personal and indirect
taxation would be swept away.

And this difference in form involves a
difference in principle, Socialists and Single
Taxers unite in criticising unfavorably
present economic conditions, Both desire
to secure a just distribution of the product
of labor. But the socialist believes that the
present unsatisfactory state of industry
proves that the natural laws of labor and
exchange are defective, while the Single
Taxer asserts that natural laws have never
had a fair chance to operate. After his
house has burned down, it is natural for a
man to find fault with the laws of combus-
tion, and, in a moment of resentment, he
might wish to do away with them. Just
after a bad fall we are inclined to curse the
law of gravitation. But to do away with
these laws would leave us in a worse plight
than ever, and the wise thing is to study
them and adjust ourselves to them, and to
make them our useful servants and not our
tyrannical masters, The socialists would

row the natural laws of trade overboard
and provide a special Providence at the
center which should take the place of these
laws, The Bingle Taxer pronounces such
an attempt unnatural and impossible of exe-
cution. @ has faith in the laws of nature,
and would only ask to let them have free
play, as they never have had up to the
present time. He claims that it is unnatural
that the mere possession of valuable land
should give the power to individuals to
exact tribute from the community, Abolish
this injustice and all other monopolies, and
the much-decried law of supply and de-
mand, and the other beautiful laws of nat-
ural human intercourse, would begin to
operate as benignly asdo the laws of gravity
and combustion when man makes proper
use of them.

It is a beautiful sight in a laboratory to
watch gases and liquids and solids obey the
laws of their being—to see water rise to its
own level, however indirect the connection
between its various surfaces—and to note
how vacuums are always filled if the pres-
sure of the air is given a fair onortunity.
And just so it would bea delightful thing to
open our eyes to the world around us, if the
beneflcent laws of social life were not inter-
fered with at every turn. By laws of the
same character the product would seek the
consumer, the laborer would seek his work,
the reward would adapt itself to the ser-
vice. Where there was a tendency to pro-

duce too much of a given article, the de-
mand would diminish, the price would dro
and the manufacture of it be diaoouragetf
and at the same time the Producing class,
receiving the full value of its product (for
there would exist no monopolistic method
of deprivinf them of it), would be able to
consume all that they produced, after mak-
ing such provision for the repairing and ex-
tension of plants as their savings might
justify. Socialism means a lack of faith in
natural laws, It believes in an artificial,
machine-made justice, The Single Tax, on
the other hand, is based on faith in natural
law and would secure justice by removing
the artifloial obstacles to it which man has
created,

The Denver Republican is right in dwell-
ing upon the growing unrest of the public.
Bome great crisis will arise before long
when the people will have to decide what
form of change they prefer to enter upon.
Will they select a vast and impracticable
system of universal interference with indi-
vidual activity, or will they take the wiser
course of putting an end to the unjust
privileges which are operating before their
eyes to their injury? The former course
would lead to disastrous experiments, bring
in again the Man-on-Horseback and post-
pone for & century or two the final triumph
of justice and freedom. But even then tge
Single Taxer can afford to abide his time
in patience, for eventually his simple plan
of preventing all sorts of graft will have to
be adopted. By our present campaign of
education, however, we hope to persuade
our fellow-countrymen, when the time
comes, to take the short-cut to the Promised
Land and not waste golden years in wan-
dering through the Wilderness.

ERNEST CROSBY,

SINGLE TAX PROGRESS IN GREAT
BRITAIN.

Great and far-reaching as the political
changes that are pending in the United
States, and of which 1908 is likely, at least,
to see the preliminaries, it is probable that
those destined to happen in &eat Britain
will be not less portentious,

There is much of truth in the claim that
the ferment now so apparent in American

litical life, is due to the work of Ida Tar-

11, Lincoln Steffens, Ray Stannard Baker,
Chas. E. Russell, and especially of Thomas
W. Lawson, during the past two years, but
it is almost as certain that it had its initial
impulse in the Bryan campaigns of 1896 and
1800, and in the even earlier and since con-
tinued propaganda of Henry George and
his disciples.

S0 in Great Britain *the conditions which
have produced the Campbell-Bannerman
ministry had their origin in the ‘‘red-van”
and other propaganda work carried on
there by equally loyal followers. There, as
here, the missionaries of the gospel of ‘‘the
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land for the people'’ have been fighting the
good fight to relieve industry from taxation
and transfer its burdens to land values.

From time to time reports of pro,
there have been made which to many have
doubtless conveyed the idea that progress
in this country was relatively slower than
that being made in the United Kingdom.,
For instance, the vote in the House of Com-
mons on the Rating Bill—158 to 229, in 1902;
of 188 to 170, in 1908; of 225 to 158, in 1804,
and of 202 to 112 (a majority of 80), in 1905,
has been cited as evidence of a much more
rapid progrees towards the Single Tax than
we are able to show. Especially is this so
regarded by those who remember that the
high water mark of Single Tax membership
in Congress—the 63rd—was but four, John-
son, Maguire, Simpson and Warner, that
there was but one in the 58th, and that
there are none in the present Congress,
But note the difference, Johnson, Maguire
Bimpson and Warner, in the 53rd, as well
as the lone Single Taxer in the 88th, stood
for the abolition of all other forms of taxa-
ation and the taking of the entire rental
value of land for public purposes. The vote
in the British House of Commons, however,
has never been anything more than a decla-
ration that there should be a new assess-
ment of land—the present being some 250
years old—and that a figure representing
three (38%) Per cent. of its selling value
should be placed in a new column, and that
said 8 per cent. should contribute to the
rates (taxes) in the same manner and at
the same rate that buildings and personalty
are now taxed, The McNamara Bill of 1808
only asked for the right to levy a rate of a
penny in the pound, equal to five-twefths of
one per cent. How much would be ob-
tained under the Trevelyan bill of 1805,
would depend, 1 assume, upon the local
rates, but as the average rate in England
and Wales is now a trifle over five shillings
in the pound (rental, not selling value) it
would mean an average contribution of not
to exceed ome quarter of three per cent. of
selling value—or three-fourths of one per
cent. of its rental value, that is assuming
that the assessment was the full sell'ng
value and not as with us (even here in New
York City) much below it.

Great progress is undoubtedly being made
in Great Britain, but we must not forget
that they have much further to go than we
have. Here in New York City we are now
probably taking on an average one per cent.
of the rental value of land—the local tax
rate being over 1.50 on about two-thirds
land valuation.

It is gratifying to know that the Camp-
bell-Bannerman ministry is committed to
the principle of the Trevelyan bill, and that
we may reasonably expect that with a good
plurality in Parliament which the elections
about to be held will surely give them they
will send to that bulwark of landed aris-
tocracy—the House of Lords—a bill pro-
viding for this entering wedge of the Sin-
gle Tax, ROBERT BAKER.

NEWS—DOMESTIC.

News—Domestic.

KANBSAS.

BACRIFICING THE SCHOOL LANDS—OKLAHOMA
WISER THAN EANSAS—WORK FOR SINGLH
TAX LETTER WRITERS,

There is apparently little direct work in
Single Tax agitation in the Jayhawker
State just now, but there is considerable
along collateral lines of educational influ-
ence. The looting of our school lands is at-
tracting attention, and Single Tax writers
can do valuable work by showing the al!
most incredible loss to the people through
sale of school lands in the past as well as in
the present.

The original grant of lands for educa-
tional purposes comprises sections (640
agres) eighteen and thirty-six of each town-
ship, or one-eighteenth of the State’s area,
for common schools, and about a half mil-
lion acres each for State University, Btate
Normal Schools, and Agricultural Colleges.
The total was over four million acres. which
now brings an avera.ﬁg yearly rental of two
dollars per acre, or about eight million dol-
lars. The State constitution prohibited the
sale of school lands without a direct vote of
the péople, but the real estate speculators
and politicians soon secured the submission
of the question to the people and as achool
lands always had been sold in other States
and as the choice school lands were then in
demand, the people voted tosell their patri-
mony for what has proven to be, a mess of
political pottage. e million and a half
acres granted for higher education were
selected by commissioners when .here was
little settlement and were the choicest of
the State, a third valuable coal lamds and
much in the present oil and gas belts, the
whole now averaging perhaps $100 per acre
in value,

Much of these lands brought but a dollar
and a quarter per acre, and the average of
all the State school lands sold was but two
dollars per acre, or much less than the pres-
ent annual rental value, The proceeds were
invested in municipal bonds, giving a fer-
tile fleld for official rascality, so that nearly
one-third of the permanent fund has been
lost, An average country school district
would now have a larger income from the
rental of the land, if it had been retained,
by seven times, than its present share of the
interest on bonds in the State school fund,
while the loss to the three higher educa-
tional institutions was much greater in pro-
portion,

Oklahoma has not yet sold her very valu-
able school lands, and is deriving a large
revenue from their rental, but the lessees
and politicians are clamoring and organ-
izing to secure their sale at nominal prices.
No better work can be done than by writing
letters to the Oklahoma newspapers, most
of which are edited by men insufficiently



