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The purpose of this paper is to summarize and analyze citations of Henry
George in social science pub11cations during a recent span of 25 years,

1966-1990. Most of these are articles for specialists in a wide variety of

social science journals. The information will be used to answer the following

five questions. _
1. What is the degree of interest during the past 25 years in the
proposals by Henry George?

2. What is the distribution of citations among fields of social
science? These fié1ds include economics, political science, history, and law.
3. What proportion of the citing publications contribute extensive

discussions rather than brief citations?
4. How preponderant are the citations of Progress and Poverty, the best
known book by Henry George, rather‘than of his other publications?

5. What are the principal new facts and usefu] ideas contributed by

these publications that cite Henry George?



Background for this Study

Henry George, born in 1839, initially published on economic topics in a
Tengthy pamphlet in 1871, "Our Land and Land Policy." He was at the time
editor of a newspaper in San Francisco. In 1879 he published "Progress and
Poverty," his most famous and influential book. This discussed his propOSAT
to establish a cdnfiscatory tax on the value of land as an unimproved naturaT
resource, abolishing all taxes on products of human labor. Until his death in
1897 he wrote several more books, developing his proposals on taxation and
advocating free international trade and social justice. Beginning in 1879,
Henry George publicized his proposals vigorously and received widespread
attention. The "single tax" attracted influential adherents and several
communities adopted versions of his proposal to increase fhe land value tax
and reduce other taxes.

A book by Steven B. Cord (1965) provides an excellent summary and
analysis of the responses by economists to Henry George’s theories. Cord’s
book divides these responses into several time periods from 1879 to 1975.
Most of the responses that are summarized and analyzed by Cord are in
textbooks of economics. These books communicate the opinions of contemporary
economists and constitute the principal information obtained by students, who
include the next generation of economists. Cord endorsed most of George’s
proposals but reported the prevalently adverse responses by the leading
economists, during his lifetime and subsequently. The majority of
professional economists have either attacked or ignored George’s proposal for
Qerrnments to obtain their revenue by taxing the value of unimhroved land.

An additional type of social science publication consists of artiﬁ]es in

- scholarly or scientific journals. These have great influence on the
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professionals who wfite the textbooks. At the time of Cord’s book, it was not
feasible for an individual to search for citations to Henry George in the
hundreds of social science journals. For citations beginning in 1966, this
information is readily available in the Social Sciences Citation Index,
published by the Institute for Scientific Information, Philadelphia, PA,
U.S.A. (Garfield, 1977). This large compilation of bibliographical
information idéntifies the reference 1ists and citations in footnotes,
endnotes, and text in each article published in several thousand journals.
The Social Sciences Citation Index includes a substantial number of journals
in each field of the social sciences. These Journals aré selected to include
all with substantial prestige and influence. The articles in these Jjournals |
therefore constitute the reports of new findings and new conclusions in the
social §ciences, intended for use by researchers, teachers, and authors of
textbooks.

The 25 years from 1966 through 1990 constitute an appropriate span in
which to summarize and analyze the influence of George’s proposals subsequent
to the publication of the book by Cord in 1965. Some developments appear to
favor the proposals by Henry George. President Reagan (1981-89) advocated
lTower tariffs on international trade and lower income taXes. These are
consistent with George’s proposals, though Reagan did not advocate increases
in tax on the value of land. Many people in the Soviet Union and in other
Communistic countries have demanded a free market economy, replacing
governmental monopolies and management of the economy. These changes also are
consistent with the proposals by George, although an increase in the 1and

value tax has not been part of the Communist program.



Procedures for Identifying Citations

The Social Sciences Citation Index each year identifies several hundred
thousand citations in the articles published in approximaie]y several thousand
joufna]s. Compilation of this information is feasible because of the
development of computers with enormously high speed and large storage
capacity. The electronic files containing the information are transmitted to
users both'electronica11y and in the form of printed volumes. The
bibliogréphic information for each year requires multiple vd]umes, containing
many pages of small print.

The printed volumes were used to search the citations to H. George in
each year, 1966 through 1990. The information on each citation includes the
pub]ication cited and, if revealed in the article, the year and first page. A
separate entry records each differentiated citation of the author, such as
different articles, different books, or different pages in the same book.

A1most 300 citing articles were identified and obtained. The
information recorded on each article includes the surname and iﬁitials of eaéh

“author, the‘tit1e of the article, including subtitle if any, the journal name,
volume, first and last pages, and the publication by H. George that was cited.

More than 90% of the articles cited the H. George who was the author of

Progress and Poverty. They were easily identified by their citations of that

book or another of his publications. The bibliography a1so.in¢1udes a small
number of articles that cited the biography of Henry George by his son, Henry
George, Jr. The remaining articles citing a differgnt H. Géorge were omitted
from the bibliography. |

More than 95% of the publications in the bibliography were identified by

the Social Sciences Citation Index. The remaining ones are articles that were



: found by other techniques for bibliographical searching. Each of these
additional articles refers to Henry George in the text and discusses his
pfoposa]s.' A few of them were not included in the Social Sciences Citation
Index by apﬁarent errors of omission. Most of them were not included because
they lacked an explicit citation of a publication by H. George in the |
reference list or foothotes.

| ~Two publications identified by the Social Sciences Citation Index are
éxc]uded froﬁ the bibliography because the publication by Henry George in a
large bibliography was not cited in the text. These are an article by Hacken,
R. D. in Rev. Soc. Ec. 41 (1983) 107-151 and Volume 8 of the Battelle |
Monograph Series, World Modeling, Part II - Annotated Bibliogréphy edited by
Eschbach, E. A. (1974).

Less than 5% of the citing publications were in books. Most of these

‘were edited books in a social science specialty, cbntaining a chapter that
cited H. George. The Social Sciences Citation Index covers this type of
publication less thoroughly than it does periodicals. These chapters in bboks
are included in the bibliography, identifying the authors of the citing
bhapter and the title and editors of the book.

Number of Citation Sources
A total of 275 publications were found that cited Henry George in the
span of 25 years, 1966-1990. These indicate a large number of Scientific
reports whbse authors knew about George and referred to him almost a century
after his death in 1897.
This citation rate is low, however, in relation to the enormou§ number

of articles published in the diverse fields of social science. The annual



citation frequency of George is slightly more than ten. Citations of George
can be characterized as sporadic rather than regularly recurrent.

The reference 1ist in this paper identifies all the publications that
cited George. The alphabetical sequence according to surname of the author
shows that very few authors contributed more than two pdb]ications in this
list of citations of George in journals covered by the Social Sciences
Citation Index. The largest number of multiple publications was five, by
Newton and Silagi. There were four publications by Petrella and three by
Prentice and by Yandle. A1l the other authors contributed one or two.

The distribution of journals containing citations of George contrasts .
with the distribution of authors of the citing articles. The Journal of
Economics & Sociology is the source of 86 citations, averaging more than three
per year. This one journal contributed 31% of the citations. A1l the other
journals included in the Social Scientes Citation Index are sporadic rathef
than predictably recurrent sources of citations to Henry George. The Journal
of Economic History contributed five citations. A1l the other journals
contributed four or fewer. Therefore, their annual rate was less than one
article every four years. _.

The American Journal of Economics & Sociology is subsidized by the
Robert Schalkenbach Foundation, which funds research and publications that

support the proposals by Henry George. This accounts for the large'nuMber of

- citations of George. Although conspicuously more citations of George occur in

this journal than in any other, the majority of the articles in the Journal of

Economics & Sociology do not discuss George or his proposals. This journal

_pub1ishes between 40 and 80 articles annually. Therefore, less than 10% of

the articles cite Henry George.



Several nineteenth century authors on economics in Europe have been
cited more frequently than George in recent publications. The Social Sciences
Citation Index 1966-1990 identifies approximately 50 times more articles
citing Karl Marx and approximately ten times more citing John Stuart Mi]l;
Among nineteenth century economists in the United States, however, Henry
George ranks near the top with respect to recent citations in the Social
Sciences Citétion Index 1966-1990. He is cited much more frequently than are
Edward Bellamy and Henry Demarest Lloyd. The only one with more citations is

Thorstein Veblen, approximately four times more often than George.

Attributes of Citation Sources

Table 1 summarizes information on the hub]ications that cited Henry
George 1966-1990. The 275 citation sources are divided on the basis of two
variables: the field of social science and whether the citation was brief or
extensive. |

The different 1ines of the table identify severai social science fields
of the journals in which the citing article was hub]ished. The field was
usually evident from the name of the journal. A classification of journals in
the Social Scienceé Citation Index was useful in some cases. If the journal
was multidisciplinary, or its field uncertain, it waé classified as Other. In
the few cases of chapters in books, the title of the bdok indicates the field.

'The field of economics is divided into two subcategories, one for the

American Journal of Economics & Sociology, the other for all other
publications in economics. The additional specific fields designated are
political science, history, and law. The line for other fie]ds\contains

interdisciplinary journals and journals in specific fields that contained less



than ten citing publications. Some specific fields, with very few citing
publications, include sociology, psychology, anthropology, geography, and
urban studies.

| ‘Table 1 shows that the Journal of Economics & Sociology is the source of
the largest number of citations of Henry George. The other pub]fcations in

economics constitute the second largest source. Combining these two

'subcategories, the 135 publications in economics contribute 49% of the 275

citation sources.

Different columns of Table 1 summarize a classification of each citation
source as either a brief citation or an extensive discussioh. The minority of
sources constitute extensive discussions, shown by 41% for the total of 275
citing publications. The percentage of extehsive discussions is much higher
in the American Journal of Economics & Sociology than in any other type of
publication, and it is substantially higher in other pub]icatibns on economics
than in any fields outside economics. The percentages are lowest in law and
other fields.

Brief.cifations‘are especially preponderant in law and history journals.
Most of the law journals are on legal issues, such as thé right of the
government fo take privately owned real estafe, which are not the focus of
George’s proposals. These articles are lengthy, wifh numerous footndtes,‘one
of which cites "Progress and Poverty." Mosf of the history journals cite

Henry George or one of his publications as a component of the history of the

last half of the nineteenth century.

Among the total of 113 citing publications that are classified as
extensive discussions, 90 are in the field of economics. Therefore, this one

field contributes 80% of the publications that contain extensive discussions



rather than brief citations of Henry George. The 70 articles containing
extensive discussions of Henry George in the American Journal of Economics &
Sociology are more numerous than the 43 publications of all other types that

contain extensive discussions of Henry George.

| Changes during 25 Years

Table 2 shﬁws five successive five-year portions of the 25-year span,
1966-1990. The total citations increased progressively and were more than
twice as numerous in 1986-1990 as in 1966-1970. This increase.is only partly
attributable to gradual expansion of the joufna]s covered by the Social
Sciences Citation Index and increase in number of articles in the social
sciences. The total volume of citations in‘the Social Sciences Citation Index
in‘1986-1990 were less fhan twice the total volume in 1966-1970.

Thé change in number of citations is summarized in the last column of
the table. This shows the percentage of publications in 1981-1990, the moSt
recent 40% of the span of 25 years. The highest percentages in these most
recent years are in journals on economics and political science. These are
generally due to citations of George in connection with current problems and
topics. Lower percentages are in Journals in history, law, and other fields.
These are largely citations of George as a nineteenth century historical
figure. These differential percentages indicate a recent increase in
citations of George concerning contemﬁorary economic or political issues

rather than as a nineteenth century historical figure.
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Purposes of the Brief Citations
The 162 brief citations of Henry George, shown in Table 1, contain
various types of information. The Social Sciences Citation Index identifies

which publication by George was cited. The text of the citation source can

~ indicate which of George’s proposals or ideas is cited, such as land value

tax, "single tax," free trade, opposition to monopoly in land ownership or
bus1ness,'conjunction of progress with poverty, or the plea for social
Justice.

Table 3 shows that the brief citations were predomfnantly to Progress
and Poverty. This is the most widely known book by George. An additional
reason for numerous citations of this book is its availability in many
editions published during the span of more than 100 years since 1979. The
citations are to a wide variety of the editions, at various dates.

. The highest proportions of citations of Progress and Poverty in Table 3
afe in the fields of economics and political science. Most of the citations
of Henry George in these fields pertain to his economic and political
proposals for the land value tax. Progress and Poverty offers the most
thorough and best organized argument for these taxation proposals. This
accounts for the higher proportion of citations of this book than in |
publications in history, law; and other fields. Many of the citations in
historical journals are to topics not related to the taxation proposals. This
fact accounts for the lowest proportion of citations of Progress and Poverty
in the journals in this field.

The brief citations were classified according to whether they accepted

or criticized the statement by George. Among 162 brief citations, only 21

~ expressed criticism of the statement or idea that was cited. This 8%
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incidence of critical comments is remarkably low. This does not signify that

the great majority of the citing authors agreed with Henry George’s proposal
“for the land value tax. Many of the citations did not pertain to this |
controversial proposal. Many of the brief citations were accompanied by a

factual rather than evaluative comment or without any comment.

A high proportion of.ihe brief citations included quotation of a passage
from the cited‘pUbiication by Henry George. This incidence appears to‘be
higher than in brief citations of other authors in the social sciences. The
higher frequency of quoting George’s writings is one of the consequencés of
his vivid and persuasive style of writing. -

Some of the brief citations express misunderstanding of Georée’s
_proposals. David and Huang (1969) characterized him as "one of the socialist
writers.” Dewey (1972) quoted him as asserting "We must make land common
~ property.” Tucker (1977) likewise stated that according to George, all land
could be declared public property. Batten (1981) stated that George favored
public ownership of land. These aré contrary to George’s frequently
reiterated broposal to confiscate the rental value of land but not the
individual’s ownership of land.

The reference list of Hollander (1982) listed the title “Progress and
Profits" instead of "Progress and Poverty." Onah and Iwaj (1976) inferred
that George supported universal education by quoting a passage that education
"has the same effect as increased skill or industry. And it can dn]y raise
the wages of the individual in so far as it renders him superior to others."
This is contrary to the meaning of the passage, that universal education is

ineffective as a method for increasing wages.
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Themes of Extensive Discussions

Table 4 shows some summary information on the cftation sources of
extensive discussions. A1l the fields other than economics are combined
because of the small number of publications in each individual field, shown in
Table 1.

The extensive discussions show wide distribution on the publications of
Henry George cited and the topics discussed. In addition to land value tax,
other themes are free trade and monopoly. Several articles are on the
character of George, as an advocate of social justice.

Among 113 citing sources of extensive discussions, 52 are critical.

Thus slightly less than half are critical. In the American Journal of
Economics & Sociology, only 21 of 70 are critica]. In the other economy
Journals, 15 or 20 are critical. This is consistent with the observation by
Cord (1975) that most economists have either attacked or ignored George’s
proposals. In the remaining publications, 16 of 23 afe critical. Many of the
éritica] evaluations, however, consist of qualifications or reservations to
preponderantly favorable evaluations. Very few of the extensive discussions
include hostile attacks.

Some of the extensive discussions propose coﬁp]ex taxation policies,
such as differences between urban and rural or between individual homeowners
and buSinesses.“ These are intended to improve the proposals by George, but
the variations in policies create difficulties and abuses. This is obvious in
the complex taxation procedures of the United States and most other
contemporary nations. An important merit of George’s proposals is their

simplicity.
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Notable Citing Publications
The most frequent function of scientific articles is to communicate new
information. New theories and ideas are rare and emphasized more in books
tﬁén in articles.  New information is especially useful in articles that cite
tﬁe highly developed and controversial new theories proposed by Henry George.
Information of special value may be contributed by studies of the
eﬁfects of tand value tax, and other taxation policies. Contrary to the
'pfopoSa] by Henry George to shift taxes from the products of human labor to
tﬁe value of land asva natural resource, the percentage of government revenues
iﬁ the form of real estate tax has declined greatly from 1939 to 1973
(Prentice 1976). One of the reasons is that the progressives of the early
twentieth century, who were influenced by George’s appeals for reform,
rejected this portion of his proposals. The principal tax change, therefore,
was to introduce the income tax and to make it progressive so'thét large
incomes were taxed at very high rates, exceeding 90% during World War II. The
maximum rate has subsequently been reduced gradually to the present level of
35%. |
; Some of the articles describe and discuss efforts to tax'unimproved land
aé a higher rate'than buildings and other improvements. . This is done in
P{ttsburgh and several other cities in Pennsylvania. Some provinces in
Australia, New Zealand, Denmark, Republic of South Africa, and other countfies
also have a land value tax based on George’s proposals. Sources of useful
information on these and other taxation policies include articles by Bourassa
(ﬂ990),.Carey (1976), Conard (1983), Daniels (1986), Harris (1971), Land
(f967), Liu and Fei (1977), Neutze (1987), Reeb and Tomsqn (1985), Silagi

(1984), and Williams (1974). Conclusive findings require many more stqdies of
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this type because of the complex effects of taxation policies and the
variations in economic and political conditions.

Two articles by Petrella (2988a, 1988b) examine the economic assumptions
of Henry George, relating them to the classical economists who preceded him,
notably Adam Smith and David Ricardo. Petrella argues that George’s
proposals are rational remedies for some glaring deficiencies in the currently
popular economic theories. He also analyzes weaknesses in George’s

assumptions, which account for the prevalent rejection of his proposals by

other economists.

Several of the articles in the American Journal of Economics & SocioTogy-
reiterate or extend the proposals by George. An especially cogent and well '
organizéd publication of this type is a series of three articles by Prentice.
(1976a, 1976b, 1977). These provide limited new informafion but are very
useful surveys of the topic for readers who are not well acquainted with
George’s writings.

Several articles apply to George’s theories some modern methods for
analyses of economics, including models that use algebraic equations and
graphs. They are especially valuable because these methods have been
developed subseﬁuent to George’s writings. Good examples of these.are
articles by Agapos and Dunlap (1973), Arnott and Stiglitz (1979), Brueckner
(1986), DiMasi (1987), Eagly (1983), Mieszkowski and Zodrow (1989), Needham
(1981), Stone (1975), Swint et al. (1985), and Tideman (1990).

Some of the articles provide useful biographical information about Henry

George. His deep motives were vividly described and insightfully analyzed in

articles by Lawson-Peebles (1976), Nicklason (1970), Petrella (1984), and
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Shapiro (1988). These authors emphasized his moralistic, spiritualistic, and
idealistic character. He differed from most other reformers because of a
strong commitment to individual freedom, and his proposals are unusual because
of combining these two aspects of his doctrines. His ambivalent feelings
about Darwin’s theory of evolution were explored in articles by Bannister
(1970) and Pfeiffer (1967). In contrast to Henry George’s dominant idealistic
and humanitarian sentiments, an article by Spoehr (1973) summarizes early
writings that characterize the Chinese as morally and inte]]ectua]]y‘infefior

and oppose their immigration to California.

Other Sources of Information

The Social Sciences Citation Index does not provide a comprehensive list
of publications citing Henry George. This bibliographic search is based on
explicit citations of one or more publications by George in the journals that
are included. Important citing publications are excluded if there is no such
explicit citation or if the journal is not one of those covered.

The present bibliography includes several articles that cited Henry
George although not in the Social Sciences Citation Index. Most of these are
in the American Journal of Economics & Sociology, which was searched most
extensively because of the large number of cited articles in that journal.
Some of them were apparently overlooked by the searchers for the Citation
Index. Others included prominent mentions of Henry George in the text, in
some cases in the title of the article also, without an explicit citation of
one of his publication.

The Social Sciences Citation Index covers the most prominent, frequently

used journals in a wide range of social science fields. The most important
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type of publication excluded consists of books or chapters in books. This
bibliographical resource excludes textbooks and most other books. It includes
only a small proportion of the edited books that contain scientific
contributions in the form of chapters by different authors. |

Some of the most important publications since 1966 citing Henry George
are books that are not included in the Social Sciences Citation Index.
Notable among them is "Critics of Henry George" edited by Andelson (1979).
This book was reviewed by Yandle (1984). Othef publications include

evaluations of taxation policies.

Conclusions

Citations of Henry George in social science journals 1966-1990 indicate
a substantial interest in this nineteenth century economist and social
reformer, but less than in some other nineteenth century economists, such aé
Thqfstein Veblen and John Stuart Mill. Almost half the citing publications
are in journals on economics. Among these, the majority are in the American
Journal of Economics & Sociology. With the exception of this one Jjournal,
subsidized by the Robert Schalkenbach Foundation, the citations are dispersed
among a large number of journals in diverse fields. A recent increase in
contemporary applications of Henry George’s economic proposals is indicated by

a large increase 1981-1990 in citations of his publications in etonomy and

~ political science journals.

The majority of citing publications provide brief citations rather than
extensive discussion. The occurrence of extensive discussions is greatest in
publications on economics, especially the American Journal of Economics &

Sociology. There is a preponderance of citations of Progress and Poverty, the
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most widely known book by Henry George, in the brief citations but not in the
extensive discussions.

The majority of citing publications discuss Henry George’s proposal for
the land value tax, but some of the citations are to a wide variety of other
topics, including advocacy of free international trade and the need for social
justice. Some of the citing publications contribute new biographical
information and insights on his character and motivations. According to these
psychobiographical analyses, the land value tax proposed by Henry George'.' |
constituted his resolution of the conflict between protection of individual.
freedom and attainment of social justice. Freedom is protected by
capitalistic free markets and by permitting individuals to accumulate and keep
property. Social justice is attained by confiscatory taxes on the value of
land as an unimproved natural resource.

- The Tand value tax is condemned or ignored by most economists, but it
has never been convincingly refuted. Some applications of modern techniques
for mathematical modeling demonstrate advantages of the 1ahd value tax, at
least under some conditions. Very few of the brief citations include
criticisms of Henry George’s proposals. Most of the extensive discussions
acknowledge the merits of his proposals, often agreeing with them in general
while criticizing some aspects or applications.

Important new facts and useful ideas are contributed by only a minority
of the citing publications, but these provide information and insights not
obtainable from earlier literature or contemporary books that are not included
in the Social Sciences Citation Index. The American Journal of Economics &

Sociology contains the largest number of articles that provide useful new
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information on Henry George and his proposals, but some of the most important
articles are in other journals.

An encouraging recent development for the land value tax is an
ihcreasing adoption of a higher rate of real estate tax on unimproved land
than on buildings and other products of human labor. These are described in
only a few of the citing articles, and without much quantitative information
such as comparisons between communities with different taxation policies.

This is a suitable topic for expansion in social science journals.
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Table 1 |
Number of publications citing Henry George in the social sciences, 1966-
1990. Different lines show different types of publications. Different

columns show whether the citation was brief or accompanied by an extensive

discussion.
Brief Extensive  Total % Extensive
citation  discussion

Economics

Am. J. Econ. Soc. 16 70 86 ' 82%

Other publications 29 20 49 41%
Political scienée 15 5 20 25%
History 21 6 27 22%
Law 29 4 33 12%
Other fields 52 8 60 13%

Total 162 113 275 41%



20
Table 2
Number of publications citing Henry George in the social sciences, 1966-
1990. Different lines in the table show several fields of social sciences or

other categories of the citing publications. Successive columns show the

~ number in each five-year span, ehding with the 25-year total.

1966- 1971- 1976- 1981- 1986- Total % 1981-
1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1990

Economics

Am. J. Econ. S. 5 12 18 21 30 86 50%
Other publications 6 4 10 12 17 49 59%
Political science 2 3 3 9 3 20 60%
History 6 5 6 6 4 27 37%
Law 2 8 9 4 10 33 42%

Others 18 19 25 28 17 107 42%

Total 31 43 62 65 74 275 51%



Table 3
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Number of publications containing brief citations of Henry George in the

social sciences, 1966-1990. Different lines show different types of

publications. Different columns show whether the citation was to Progress and

Poverty, to another publication, or to more than one publication. The last
column shows thekpercentage of citations to Progress and Poverty.

Progress

& Poverty

Economics
Am. J. Econ. Soc. 13
Other publications 23

Political science 11
History 11
Law 19
Othef fields 34

Total 111

Another

™~

w

17

39

More

than one

12

Total

16
29
15
21
29
52

162

% Progress

& Poverty

81%
76%
73%
52%
66%
65%

69%
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Table 4
Numbér of publications tontaining extensive discussions of Henry George
in the sociaT sciences, 1966-1990. Different lines show different types of

publications. Different columns show whether the citation was to Progress and

'nggrty, to another publication, or to more than one publication. The last

column shows the percentage of citations to Progress and Poverty.

Progress  Another More Total % Progress

& Poverty than one & Poverty(
Economics
Am. J. Econ. Soc. 16 22 32 70 23%
Other publications 15 4§ 1 : 20 75%
Other fields 9 6 8 23 39%

Total 0 3y 41 113 35%
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