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TWO other American cities exceed 
New Orleans in the consumption 

of bourbon. This is one of the many 
random facts I gathered on my return 
to the old city jammed in the dual 
bends of the Mississippi. 

Its busy harbor is second only to 
New York, but this rating as the num-
ber two port of the nation has been 
jeopardized by the action of the wharf 
authorities in raising wharfage fees. 
The railroads refused to absorb these 
increases as they have done at other 
southern ports, and shipping lines saw 
their costs mounting. Some lines re-
portedly threatened to move their busi-
ness to Houston. Union leaders claimed 
Standard Fruit had already moved to 
Gulfport. Although the increase was 
only 15 cents a ton, it would amount 
to $4.95 for each railroad car. 

Years ago I spent a winter at Buck-
town, on the lake near Sewall Park and 
the gaming dens of West End. The 
shacks, houseboats and trapper pirogues 
are gone now. Bucktown became gen-
teel as the land developer plied his art. 
Where once we struck through appar-
ently endless swamps, wary of mocca-
sin and rattlesnake, the land has been 
drained and you could not touch these 
home sites for under $10,000. 

New Orleans is perhaps most widely 
known for its French Quarter, famous 
for culinary art and picturesque old 
buildings. But it still shelters the dime 
dive and exotic dancers, andcaters to 
the free-spending male off the ships 
and to visitors from staid Middlewest-
ern towns. Arrests for prostitution, 
muggings and robbery are high. Here 
the penalty for rape is death. Drunken 
pistoleers have a way of shooting inno-
cent folk in this town. On my recent 
visit I heard screams in the night and 
learned that a man had been stabbed 
in a nearby lounge brawl. Knife wield- 
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ing is common down near the Quarter. 
The street on which I lived was 

paved, long ago. There were no curbs. 
Sidewalks were often broken, with 
flags protruding above the level of the 
others. Walking became a hazard in 
the murky dimness. Fortunately for 
me, a crew had just finished installing 
street lights the day I moved in. Ob-
viously over the city's long history tax 
monies have often been diverted from 
their legitimate purposes. Yet this 
street was nowhere more than a mile 
or so from the Maison Blanche, heart 
of New Orleans. 

I read the daily papers with care. 
There is something of a monopoly in 
this field, as both major newspapers 
are osvned by the same publisher. This 
monopoly probably explains why one 
of them retains a format reflecting an 
earlier era. Despite these disadvantages 
the papers appear to be more liberal 
than some of the readers, and there 
may be hope in this fact. 

Members of a levee commission were 
being charged with obtaining some 
$10; 000 each in inspection fees while - 
the chairman claimed over $30,000. 
Yet it was known that each of these 
men had been attending to businesses 
which they owned. Last year the gov-
ernor chided the commission and this 
year he uttered sterner warnings, say-
ing it must not happen again. It is per-
fectly obvious that it will happen again 
however, and this is but one of many 
sore situations in the political arena. 

The swelling numbers of children 
make more and better schools neces-
sary. Some leading educators are adopt-
ing ideas expressed by John Nagy and 
the Statewide Homeowners of Califor -
nia. They are demanding equalization 
of assessments and their cry is echoed 
by some councilmen. In an editorial in 
the December 11th States-Item "sin- 



cere efforts to come to grips with the 
most fundamental financial problem in 
Louisiana, namely property tax assess-
ments," was demanded of the gover-
nor. It accused him of shying away 
from this issue and insisted it must be 
faced, suggesting that equalization did 
not mean raising taxes but making 
them bear fairly on all. In a final 
thrust it demanded of the politicians 
"a little more statesmanship and a little 
less posturing." 

Meanwhile an Urban League head 
was reproving city officials for "tolera-
tion of slumlords," and the New Or-
leans Assessment Study Committee had 
found that the assessments ranged 
from 5 percent to more than 95 per-
cent of actual value. 

During the same period a man, 
aged and suffering from a stroke, was 
taken to "Charity" Hospital and be-
cause he had no obvious means he was 
shunted between emergency wards for 
hours. It was expected that he would 
die, but he was permitted neither dig-
nity nor peace. Three Metairie boys 
killed three big rattlesnakes close to 
Rudolph Matas and T. H. Harris 
schools, in the 1000 block of Elise 
Street. . . . Several thousand geologists 
descended on the city for a conference 
and one said that industrial pumping 
of water from the 700-foot level under 
the city had caused the city to sink 
1½ feet. 

Living in New Orleans is still 
fraught with danger and dismay. 
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Raymond Moley, adviser to the Lincoln Foundation and one of the founding 

editors of Newsweek, announced in the December 25th issue that he would 
discontinue his contributions to that magazine. He will continue his newspaper 
columns however, and has increased them from one to two a week. These are 
distributed by the Los Angeles Times Syndicate, and Clyde W. Silvernale of 
Los Angeles kindly clipped one of these on the "Church's Answer to Commun-
ism" from the January 7th issue of the L.A. Times. Mr. Moley referred to 
Father McGlynn's "vociferous" support of Henry George and noted the change 
of attitude that has taken place since that time, for the Vatican Council has 
now ranged the Church on the side of land reform. 

The. January 1968 issue of the American Journal of Economics and Soci-
lu' contains a number of articles of special interest. One is by Walter F. 

Santon,' "Magnitude of Nonreproducible Capital in the American Economy." 
Mr. 'Swanton yields to current terminology in speaking of "nonreproducible 
capital," by which he means primarily land. He shows that it is of much greater 
value than current estimates indicate. Robert V. Andelson has an article, "Where 
Society's Claim Stops," which is an evaluation of Seligman's ethical critique of 
Henry George. Other articles include "On Definitional Controversy in Eco-
ñothics" by Thomas Havrilesky, "Marshall and Weber on Wealth and Property" 
by Thomas' D. Curtis, "Harvard's Economics Department in the 1920's" by 
Valdethar Carlson, and others. 

The Journal is published quarterly by the Robert Shalkenbach Foundation 
for $5a year ($2 single copies). There is one way to get a free subscription: 
become a patron of the Henry George School at $500 a year, and the Journal, 
plus other literature, will come to you without charge! 

8 	 HENRY GEORGE NEWS 


