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A SINGLE TAX WOMAN.

Paper Read by Leomnora Beck Before the Simgle Tax Club of
~ Chicago, Illinois.

It has been my desire for some months to give to this club a bio-
graphical sketch of the life of a woman, in whom all of us as ‘‘sin-
gle taxers,” should he especially interested.

In the summer of 1887, during my first visit to California, it was
my good fortune to meet and know Kate Kennedy. Our introduc-
tion took place at the home of a mutual friend, where we were
invited to an afternoon lunch. That day will always have a sacred
place in my memory, for on that occasion I was fortunate enough
to win the friendship of that noble woman, which frlendshlp was
mine so long as she lived.

We were much together from the day of our first meeting, and
because you have never met this woman, you cannot fully appreci-
ate the joy, the inspiration, the delight it gave me to be under the
influence of her great heart and high intelligence. To me
she was the perfection of uprightness of mind and character, for to
her popularity, when it must be maintained by the abandonment
of an honest principle, was so hideous a thing that she did not
hesitate to fling it to the four winds. She asked neither for place
nor power. Her one desire was to bring about the reign of justice.

It not unfrequently happens that the information from which
the story of a life is drawn has been derived from the conversation
or correspondence of the person whose character and work we
intend to commemorate. While I have much to recall of her con-
versations, the incidents of her life I gathered from her sister and
brother, both residents of California.

In the year 1827, in the County of Meath, in Ireland, about the
time of Catholic emancipation, Kate Kennedy was born. Her
tather, mother and entire family were on the defensive in the
cause of freedom and the right of the ballot. Her father, from
her earliest recollection, was radical in his opposition to oppression
in any form from either Church or State, and one of the first days
of rejoicing inher early childhood was at the time ¢ tithes” were
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abolished. After that followed the agitation by Cobden and Bright
and the final repeal of the corn laws, during which she was often
called upon to read aloud from the papers what was said, not only
by Cobden and Bright, but by their opponents also.

Following closely after the repeal of thecorn laws, the great agi-
tation for the repeal of the Union was begun in earnest by the
monster meetings which were held on historic grounds throughout
Ireland. X remember she especially spoke of the one she attended
held at ¢ Tara Hill,” where it was thought about a million people
were in attendance. The authorities forbade the holding of any
more of these meetings, and began the persecution of the leaders in
this movement for freedom. The leaders were arrested and tried
by a packed jury and imprisoned for one hundred days, when they
were released by the House of Lords.

Following this outrage came the agitation by the ¢ Young Ire-
land Party,” in which her entire family was interested. An effort
was made by the Government to confiscate all the ¢“ arms” through-
out Ireland, but by some mistake they did not find those in the
Kennedy household, and when the call came her only brother, a
boy but then sixteen years of age, did not hesitate to go forth and
enlist in the ranks of the ‘“ Young Ireland Party.”

The famine in Ireland about this time in her history made life
much harder on the renters, and the widowed mother found it very
difficult to keep land. So Kate Kennedy, with her brother and one
sister, left their loved land and came to thisso-called ¢ Free Repub-
lic,” where the family followed in 1851. They sojourned for a
time in the East, but the pioneer spirit again took possession of the
family, and two of her sisters made the journey to California in
the spring of 1853. The family were again united in 1856, when
Kate Kennedy’s life work really began, as she taughton the Pacific
coast for over thirty years.

She was a radical equal suffragist, and never lost an opportunity
to agitate the question of equal pay for equal work ; and it was
mainly through her agitation, assisted by her friends and Judge
Maguire, who was then in the Legislature of California, that the
bill was passed to prevent discrimination against female teachers.

The following is the bill as I copied it from the statute of Cali-
fornia :

““ Section I. Females employed as teachers in the public schools
of this State shall in all cases receive the same compensation as
allowed male teachers for like services when holding the same grade
certificate.

“Section II. This bill was passed and approved March 30, 1874.”

In 1875 an attempt was made to repeal this bill as well as one
that had been passed in 1873, enabling women to hold school offi-
ces. In this contest Kate Kennedy was an active worker and the
bills were not repealed.

She had been, before the last bill was passed, appointed as a prin-
cipal of a grammar school, but had been compelled to accept the



i

0
i .

same salary she had received while principal of a primary school,
while she was recognized as one of the very best educators and dis-
ciplinarians in the city.

She was the first woman who ever received equal pay for equal
work, and Susan B, Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton visited
her at her school building to congratulate her upon her victory.

Shoe was ab this time a land reformer, and it began to develop in

“her work among her older pupils; and she talled it even in the
principals’ meetings ; and her sympathies were so clearly with the
anti- monopolist party of her adopted State that she soon began to
be feared as a power. She was listened to everywhere she raised
her voice, and many of those who loved her told me, with eyes
overflowing, that they never heard such earnest pleading for
justice, )

In the year 1877 she took leave of absence and traveled in Europe.
She was received courteously by the heads of the educational insti-
tutions all over that land. She was always a student, and never
lost an opportunity to gather knowledge. During her stay in
Europe she had traveled much of the time second or third rate, so
that she might get very near to the people, to talk with them, to
know them. From Ttaly, Spain, France, and England, she came
back to her native land and saiv there, as of old, the awful slavery
imposed upon her people by ““landlordism™ in all its hideousness,
every new scene increasing her determination to work on for justice
to the disinherited ones.

On her return she resumed her work as principal of the N. Cos-
mopolitan School, and found a hearty welcome awaiting her. She
began openly to teach the new political economy, not only in her
school, but outside, whenever she could get a hearing. She con-
tributed money to ““strikers” from time to time, and was a mem-
ber of the Knights of Labor in San Francisco.

In 1877, while Kate Kennedy was absent in Enrope, the « Land
Reform League” was ovganized. There were six members : Henry
Gieorge, Judge Maguire, Joseph Leggett, and Williamm W. Hinten.
{ did not get the names of the other two.

Upon her veturn she became a member of this ¢ League,” which
then had ten members. During the agitation of the question of
equal pay for equal work, Kate Kennedy found a warm friend and
tirm supporter in Henry George.

During the years 1855, 1886, and 1887, she was a correspondent
to the San Francisco Weekly Star, and under the name of ¢ Cato
the Ceasor,” wrote a series of papers entitled ¢ Short Sermons to
Workingmen.” The following are some of the texts sha used:
“fiow to pub an end to the Robbery of Labor;” ‘Inadeguate

wpresentation, Majority Government, and Boss Rule;” ¢ Property,
Land, and Capital ;” < How Industry is Robbed by Land Monopoly ;”
« Property in Land ;” ¢ Property and Its Rights;” ¢ How Labor is
Robbed by the Appropriation of Nature’s Resources,” etc.

During the fall of 1886 her bealth was poor, and she asked for a
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eave of absence for three months Lo regain her strength, She was
granted a leave by the Board of Education for the months of
February, March, and April, 1887, expecting to return the 1st of
May to finish out the year, at the end of which 1t was her intention
to resign and retire to private life, where she could devote all her
time to the promotion of the single tax cause, which she so much
loved. Bus little did she dream of the trial through which she
must pass when she went out to seek for the health she so much
desired.

During the summer of 1886 she had been placed in nomination
for State Superintendent of Schools by the labor party, and the
Democrat in the field knew that she was the means of his defeaf,
and when the opportunity came did not hesitate to take his revenge.

The Board of Bducation feared her, for she expressed so fearlessly
her opinions regarding the grade of womanhood that should be
placed in the schools of San Francisco, telling the Board mem-
bers that they wers outraging the people of that city when they car-
ried the schools into politics. '

Because of ber independence of opinions and fearless expression
of them, and the fact that she advocated the single tax movement,
and had contributed money shortly before to the Sutter Street
Railway strikers, the Board of Education wanted to remove her
from the schools.  They wanted to show their power, and disgrace
her, it they could; to show her that a woman would better keep
silent and not resent anyihing they chose to do or say. The Board
had dropped out, others for political reasons, and thought they could
do so in this case without farther trouble. As soon as Kate Ken-
nedy took her leave for three months, Boss Buckley, who had a
niece who wanted o position, began working to secure a place for
her. Ile was a great friend of the president of the Board of Educa-
tion, C. B. Stone, who was glad of an opportunity to revenge him-
self upon Miss Kennedy.,

This niece of Buckley’s was not fitted to fill Miss Kennedy's posi-
tion in a grammar school, so they removed a Miss Fairchilds to
Miss Kennedy’s school and put the niece in o lower grade school.

On March 16, 1887, the Board of Hlucation passed a resolution
assuming to transfer Miss Kennedy from the principalship of the
N. Cosmopolitan School in the heart of tho civy, and having
twelve assistant teachers, to the principalship of the Ocean View
School, a primary school in the country about four miles from the
centre of the city and with but one assistant teacher, and without
any of the modern conveniences. By this transfer her salary was
to be reduced from $SU75 per month to $100 per month,

It was well known at the time that Miss Kennedy would not
accept the transfer. She knew that this course of conducs by the
Board of Tiducation was no new thing, as they held themselves up
as o body to be feared, and those who received employment atbtheir
hands must be very humble,

Knowing these facts, she was, of course, very indiganant, and said
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she would not rest until she proved the right of woman to be heard
and her right to justice, even though she was without the right of
franchise, and did have the courage to express opinions of her own.
She said further tome : I have the money to make the effort, and
I will make this a test case, so that no ovher woman shall receive
such treatment from a political Board of Education.”

Her leave of absence expired on the 1st day of May, and she on
the day before reported to the Superintendent of Schools as able
and willing to resume her duties as principal teacher of the N. Cos-
wopolitan Grammar School. The superintendent declined to inter-
fere.

On Monday morning, May 2, 1887, Miss Kennedy was, at the time
for opening school, at the N.Cosmopolitan School, and attempted
to resume her duties as principal, but was then and there prevented
by the Board of KEducation from so doing. She addressed the
Board at their next meeting, held on the 4th of May, and com-
plained in a very courteous letter to the Board, in which she very
clearly explained the whole matter, and asked to be reinstated in
her position and allowed to perform the duties of that position.
The Board did nob reply to her letier, but at that same meeting
where her letter was read they rescinded their resolution of March
16th, transferring Miss Kennedy from the principalship of the N.
Josmopolitan School to the principalship of the Ocean View School.
The Board then, at this same meeting, although her leave of absence
had expired, and they had nominally reinstated her, adopted a
resolution striking out from the rule which she and they both knew
was in her favor, these words: “In the same school.”

Section 158 of the Rules of the Board of Kducation reads as fol-
lows:  When a principal or assistant has been employed in the
Public Schools of San Francisco for a period of not less ghan ten
years, the Board may grant such principal or assistant a leave of
absence for not exceeding one year, and the party to whom sach
leave is granted shall, at the expiration of the leave of absence, be
entitled to a position of the same grade, in the same school, as he
or she held when the leave was granted.”

Immediately after the Board had adopted the resolution striking
out the words “in the same school” they, without assigning auny
veason for so doing, and withoub any charge or pretense of any
charge against Miss Kenunedy, and in her absence and without
notice to her, adopted another resolution, setting forth that Miss
Kennedy was thereby transferred from the position of principal
teacher of the N. Cosmopolitan Grammar School to the position of
principal teacher of the Ocean View Primary School.  She
nigde one more attempt to interview the Board, but was refused
even a hearing.

On May 18th, 1887, while she was demanding her position, the
Board adopted a resolution dismissing Miss Kennedy from employ-
ment and position as the principal teacher of the Ocean View
Yebool, where they had assumed to transfer her.  Not in one
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instance had she been notified to appear before the Board or an
opportunity of a hearing allowed her, No reason was even
assigned or suggested for the treatment she received at the hands of
the Board. Three very important rules of the Board read as fol-
ows :

“ First. The holders of city certificates, when elected as teachers
shall be dismissed only for violation of the rules of the Board of
Education or for incompetency, unprofessional or immoral con-
duct.

“Second. All complaints against teachers must be made in writ-
ing and verified and shall be addressed to the Secretary of the
Board of Education,

““Third No action shall be taken against a teacher unless such
teacher has had an opportunity of a due hearing before the proper
committee,” )

The Board utterly ignored these same rules in their treatment of
Miss Kennedy.

Proceedings were instituted for the first suit against the Board
of Bducation on May 31, 1887.

After along and weary delay, the lower court decided in her
favor. The Board appealed the cascand carried it to the Supreme
Court, which also decided in her favor, and the Board had to recog-
nizb her as therightful possessor of the position she claimed. As soon
as the Superior Court decided her first suit, she resigned her position
and entered suit for herback salary. Here again she was successful,
and the Board was compelled to pay her thirty-three months back
salary, from May 1, 1887, to February 1, 1850, which amounted to
$5,700.75. )

But the delays of the law, the outrageous imposition of the whole
affair, wore upon her and her strength gradually gave way, and
although sho spent much time at the life-giving springsof Califor-
nia, her health gave way entirely, and before her last suit was
decided she was an invalid and only a few weeks before she died
she received the news that she had won in the long fight. Ju-tice
came too late, however, for her to appreciate it. She was then lying
too weak to even see those who had stood by hexr through all those
weary months, and was so near the border of another environment
that she scarcely seemed 1, vealize what a great victory she had
won for all her sisters in slavery. And the congratulations which
came pouring in from all sources fell upon unneeding ears, and
even aftershe was told of her victory, she woula mquire of those
about her if they had learned what the decision was in her suit.

Her last hours were weary, anxious ones, and 1 think we may
truly say that injustice and the delays of the faw shortened the
career of this noble woman, whose lite had veen a constant, untir-
ing pressure upon everything which meant injustice o the many,
privilege to the few,

Her devotion to her sex was most beautiful. She was r:
Catholic, but threw off everything like creed or form, and adopied
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the true natural religion of ¢ do to others as you would have them
do to you.”

On the 18th day of March, 1890, at her sister’s home in Oakland,
California, the soul of Kate Kennedy passed on into the unknown,
just three years from the time the Board of Education began its
persecutions.

During the past summer, while sojourning in the sunset land, it
was my great privilege to go with her sister to the sacred spot where
she li- s buried, and place upon her grave some of the choicest flow-
ers which she with her beautiful nature loved so well.

A simple shaft of gray granite, with the name ““ Kate Kennedy ”
engraved upon it, marks her last resting place.

The world lost a noble woman when her life went out. She left
this sphere at the age of 62 years, and who associated with her
knew her to be gentle yet firm, and in her school werk a strict
disciplinarian, but so kind and tender in her firmness that all youth
loved her. Her soul revolted against anything like unjust condi-
tions, and her purse was ever open to assist in any and every
reform in which she saw hope for the outcasts from natural oppor-
tunities.

She was liberal and tolerant toward every creed and every
nationality. At her burial in Laurel Hill Cemetery, while a large
number of friends stood about the open grave, Judge Maguire made
the following remarks : .

““In the death of our beloved friend, to whose memory we now
pay the last earthly tribute of respect, a life of uncommonly ardu-
ous, untiring, and conscientious labor came to a close.

““ Hers was a life of well-directed, unselfish, useful labor, which
has made the world better than it would have been if she had not
lived ; and this, her constant ambition, is, after all, the only true
test of the value of any human life.

“In the struggle of life she sought neither physical ease nor relief
from mental responsibility, but whatever came to her hands in the
line of duty she did with all her might.

“ Duty was her guiding star. The principles ot justice, truth,
liberty, she loved dearer than life; and to them she devoted and
prematurely sacrificed her life.

“ Kate Kennedy was, indeed, a type ot noblest womanhood. She
was an earnest reformer and strict moralist, yet possessed of that
rare combinalion of virtue and tolerance which enabled her always
to love the sinner while hating and opposing the sin.

‘L koow that none more than our dead would deprecate any
tulsome eulogy, such as iz too common on such solemn occasions
#s this, for her simple heart despised all shams and merely formal
ceremonies ; but [ do know, from her expressed wish, that she
hoped to have some friend, acquainted with her most cherished
thoughts, aspirations and sympathies, say at her grave that—regard-
less of the distinctions and classifications prevailing in human
society, regardless of the division of races, parties, and creeds—she
loved her feliow creatures one and all; that she sympathized with
the poor and oppressed ot her brethren; that she labored and



4

hoped for the restoration to them of their natural heritage, ot their
natural opportunities, believing firmly that the greatest portion oi
human miseries, in the present age, springs from the exclusion of
the poor from the resources which the Creator has so generously
and so bountifully provided.

“In this great cause neither her tongue, nor her pen, nor her
purse ever faltered to the last, and no assurance could be more
gratifying to her in this hour than that which we now give, that
those who labored with her will continue in that work until it shall
be accomplished.

“ Her lifelong labor as a public school teacher i1s known and
appreciated. In her domestic relations she was all that a true and
noble woman could be—a faithful daughter, an affectionate sister,
a true friend.

“Now that we consign her to her last resting place, at the close
of her splendid and exemplary life, we can only say: Loving
daughter, kind friend. great and conscientious teacher, noble phifan-
thropist, farewell !”

True to her principles to the last, and wishing good even atter
death, she left to Judge Maguire, in trust, property valuea at about
$10,000, to be devoted to the promotion of the single tax cause. She
left an estate of nearly $50,000, and forgave debts to the amount of
$10.000. During her whole life she was generosity itself to those
who needed comfort, and many a fireside was made cheerful and
happy ar Christmas tide by the aid of her purse.

The friends and admirers of this noble woman have resolved to
erect a monument to her memory.

My great sorrow is that this short sketch of this woman’s life is so
weak, for I feel that I have but poorly shown to you what a most
generous and noble woman she was of whom I have spoken
to-night. But if I have failed to make you know how true and
noble a character she was, how unselfish, ho she lived only in the
universal world of thought and action. how she loved humanity, it
is the fault of my head and not of my neart, for I respected,
admired, and loved her. I feel that there went out of my life a
great and noble influence when the soul >f Kate Kennedy changed
its environments. And my ‘ears will {low in sorrow for myself,
when I realize that never again shall I see her strong, beautiful
face, and the light of her kind 3yes as she talked with me.

The last time [ saw her was the day I took the train for Chicago,
in August of 1889, when she came to the depct with her arms full
of her choicest flowers from her own gadren, to bid me good-bye
and God-specd.

1 took her flowers and her blessing with a grateful heart, and
little dreamed that when again I sought the Western land the
grass and daisies would be growing green upon her grave.

CHICAGO, February 19, 1890.
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