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{The 8%th. weekly radio leeture by Editor L. D. Beckwith {The Fm‘_um
zad Mo Taxes:, speaking as The Volce of Freeésm, KWE, Siockion, Califl)

in The Saturday Evening Post of July 10, 1837, there dgmﬂaiu
&d an article by Will Durant, entitied “‘Wny M%E Fight” i
which he discusses the causes but not the cure for war, ’?f‘he?f@
iz no indication in the article th(;;t the aunthor ‘beii@ ran there is
e cure for war. In this matier, he seems fo be without h«me
for he spesks of & “ealendar of wars whose heginning 8 a8
distant as itg end”

in listing the capses of war, he includes what he terms the
psychological and biclogical and political causes of war. in
doing o, he iz mixing the sclences in an inexcusable manner;
for, while psychological, biclogical and political causes may
fzad {0 personal quarvels, or even to family feuds, they have
not the slightest bearing upon the secial ﬁm%mﬁm 5 wae call war.
P%}Y@h@iawy %mg to do with the mind, and that mesans that i
has to do with matters that concern only individuals, nol so-

ciely ; for society has no mind; it iz ender s different law
The most seriousg error in the Durant articie is his aé;é;i;m pled

explanation of our lack of buving nower. On this he says: (G5}

Sinece wen are ‘iw :mtw unsgual-—some simzzg angd
some waeak, s0me able nie {an t%wg: teil tz:«%} girtuoug——
it follows that in d"&ff %mzem 2 malority of the abilitiss
will be possessed by a minority of men and it f@%iuwg *""“mm
this thai sconer or later 2 E“ﬁd?*‘}‘?mj o gm:aé‘ will b
sessed by o minority of men; bub this natural cone
then usi’f wealth impedes the wide ‘z:n:mi @i pumh&mﬁg
power among the pa—e@plfa: vrodue : :
ated Ew inveniion leaps & 1ot <
rise and geonerats either deprassion !.;2 war. {U qnﬁ@}

AR FANTASTIC AR THE ANCGIENT THRORY OF COMETS
It is true thal men are of unequal earning power and that

tack of huying power causes de W‘mmf =, aneg;";;iu:}/ +oand
mwm“‘? # "sei that in sesking zzim“iﬂ % or in other efforts éw over-

i hecome involved in war: bul i

is not true that the ine qualilies in men m?wig e asr dm oF

eould affect the buying power of 2 zmapée-
depresgions 1 war are ?lw i’““"b;i m ;‘m‘im
us all alike and % endow us wit Jira] '“f‘?ﬁﬁi.ﬁgugw, m‘?izé,wdm
nesy and ical and fantasiic as the theory
of the nsed smoke of human
gin

Pl e
the sun.
3y Sor mu 2EOTOT m.{b %sf ih that all men
m ﬂmm ; s, or that they have sgual ma,rfd%%g plig
ey than it s necssaary Em &’%w %‘a:‘ h \,f g ‘qnm s body that all
g»%i% of the body be egual in size, weight, m'“ activity, or that
they need the same amount of ﬁﬁi&é““il"ﬁ@ﬂ to keen th.efzz';- well,
Mature iz a master of variety; no {wo of her creatures ave
exactly alike; nor does she fa;aif“e all the organs of our bodies
the same gize, or endow them with the same gtrengih. Yel the
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body functions smoothly, So with the body politie. If iz not
neeessary that we be equally endowed, or equally weaithy.

If ne man gets any of the product for nothing, the buying
power of the country is not the least affected by the fact that
our product graviteies inte the hands of a few; for if no man
el any thing for nothing, every man gets all of his own prod-
pob—-whether that produet be much oy little, In that case ev
man has in his possession the the eguivalent of bis enfire pr
duct; and all producers taken together have in their possession
the Full valus of thelr produet and cun buy it all and pay cash.

A ecomceptrstion of wealth resulting frem inequalifies of
earning power would not eause a lack of buying power for the
reascn that in such 2 cage no one wouid lese any buying power.
Byt if some men Dve by the sweat of other men’s Taces, those
whose produet is taken from them loge buying power. ff might
be thought that this less is offeset by the buying power of those

~who get these uneasrned incomes. The answer to thai is con-
tained in the story of the farmer and the hiteh hiker

Thiz is a story of & farmer whe, as be drove nloug a coun-
try road, overtook g hiker and invited him fo ride in his wagon.
The farmer noticed that the hiker kepi his heavy pack on his
baek: and he suggested to the man that he put hus pack in the
bottom of the wagon bed and rest his back Bul according o
the gtory, the hiker insisted on kesping his pack on hiz back,
He oxplained that he wished to show his apoprecistion sud that
he could do so by carrying his pack and sparing the horses.

But his action did not lighten the load on the horses.

For the same reason those horses ware not helped by the fact
that this hiker carried his pack on hiz back while in the wagon
—Ffor that same reason, the couniry 18 not in the the least help-
ed by the buying power of these who live on the sweat of other
men’s faces. Their buving power is off.set by the fact that the
real producers have been rebbed by them of an sgual volume
of buying power. What happens is that the producers bear all
the expenss of production, and the non-producers share the
product withoul ziry deduction for the cost of production—
what they get is all net and wealth concentrates in their hands.

LACK OF BUYING POWER EXPLAINED
if the rent that is privajely appropriated by the collectors of

rent amounts to 10% of the totsl product, the total buying
powar of the producers is reduced 109 and the markel cannni
absorb the product: then, as Durant says, “surploses rise and
generale either dewvression of war”. I, then, rent is still fure
ther increased by reforms in government, or by our increasing
cujture so that tne country pecomes more atiractive as a place
of redidence; and by progress in the selences by which we are
enabled to produce more goods at less cost go that the couniry
becomes more atiractive a8 a place of business, and Z0% of cur
product is demanded of us a5 rent or the price of our jobs, our
buying power falls fo 80%, the unsold surpluges are la !
there is mors upermployment, and more femptation o
in foreign affaira fo find markets fo absorb ocur surplus

The sharge, repegied by Durant, that becavse production is
accelerated by invention the evils he 1s discussging develop more
guickly is a fTavorite charge of the Hocislists, the Communials,
and the other Marxists but blaming machinery for sur lack of




buving power, for depressions, Lmempﬁ@y ment, and for war is
as uiﬁgma&i a8 the eohild’s theory that i iz ﬂﬁ@ swaying of ihe
tree tops that make the wind biow. They overlook the fact that
rents are rising, that men pay more for jobs, and that nol only
i our buving powsr reduced, bal ex ;:s%mbers ﬁ&m more Tercely
for the chance of @@a%«:bmn& the rent rake- :m“’ M&{:hmem does
é;gmmé up the march of ?‘smﬁ;rm‘a £ i But
eng next (}E g}a'?;d 7

are @wy inc
zfé'w

ﬁﬁ 5 :ayms@, z;fm:vy.
Tighi over the mﬁ% w iwzﬁ
T ?iﬁugh zm‘ are land &’l%ﬂ’?tﬂ.és fmﬁ AT ‘ﬁ;’uik snly on laond, and
can fHve only on and from land, we nevertheless g’jmmv?, somme
men o charge the rest of us for places 4o work and fo Uvee
that is, we consent to buy our iobs of them and let them keep
the purchase monay as their own, although it comes out of our
earnings and reduces pur au?mg power by that much, gnd that
amount of buying powsr is logt to the world.
PATHIOTH OF UERE ve. ENEMIES OF THEHEE
Thiz has two wzi eilocts, ¥ @:gi af the price of a man L joh
must come out of hig product, the buysng power of the country
is reduced by the amount of grand {otal of the prices pmd for
jobs., Second, the resull of our stupid m%*{,j; of parmitling men
to buy and sell jobs leads to speculation in j@bs and causes %he
landowners o consider those pabriotic who help to ineresse
rents at the points where these landowners colleet the rwszp
and in the same way causes them to consider those unpatrintic
who labor to raise rents elsewhere, or who help, evén uncon-
sciously, to raise vents where sthers do the collecting., In this
way the world is divided into the Pairiots of Here, and the
Enemies of Thers: and zll mankind i embroiled in a condin-
gous war over rent. Evervwhere men are tempted o conbrol as
much land sz they can so that they may mﬁ%pr}hze a8 much
a‘@f@.&"’éﬁe the price of %é}hg &m% nzn uj;ﬁ the p € m‘ joba; and
(I flow of trade

iciiﬁ

and the fighting
: pronunciatoes,
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weeh Rome and
I3 1 1 he comnerce of
?z s—:d; mm&m s}wm?f} wmef in ome where Romans eollect-
i the rent, or over in Carthage where uaﬁﬁ&gmun esilected
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the rent. The landed clasg of Bome popularized the warcry,
“Carthago delenda est” - meaning, Carthage must be destroyed.
And in that day every patm}t was expected to believe Carthaga
delends est. Rome won, Carthage was destroyved:; Rome be-
came the trade cenler :«md Romans collected the rent.

Cur Civil War between the states, in 1861 to 1885, was an-
other such war. That time the contest was hetween English
subdivigien developers and MNew England subdivision develop-
ers, snd the guesbion at izssue was whether the cotton of the
Southorn states should be worked up in New England by worlk-
ers wno pay rent to landlerds in our New Engiand states, or in
O31d England by workers who pay rent to landlords in England.

The World War was over rent; it was s war befween the
British and German rent crowds.

We had entered the Indusizizl, or Machine ape. England
and Germany were the two great indusirial countries, the two
nowerful rivals for the position as the processor of the world's
zoods, Each country was bidding for trade, beeause in each
esountry there were industrinl cities and about these cifies were
fields ‘.f,miz were held by land specs ulators who hoped to seli
them of m ing :is}v«%,nal sub-divisions

To 5:% sub-divigions f!ﬁw@ must be Ysmoke” in the
howme ghi n‘*ié,“‘y% Fhis smoks gymbolized the industrial aclivity
apon which depended the f«z&tgmeymmxt upon which depended
the chances of these land gpeculaiors to zell off these sub-
divigiona.

The sale of these lots depended upon the presence of buyers
and the presence of these bayers depended apon the *g}cs%s:bi! iy
that these factories could employ more men, or more factories
weould be built who would nsed more men: and that depended
in each country upon the suceess of that wumry in winning
buginess away from s rival

Just now the world is wilnessing an amtﬁ@mm ad war forced
on China by ;§'apm because the landowners of Japan wish to
to divert more of the trade of China to Japan where they col-
lect the rent.

Thus ssetionalizm, whether or not H resulls in srmed con-
fiict, is E},ETVZW\&S a matter of rent. Examine closely the circuom-

stances leading ap to a war, any war, and it will be found that
is over rent. And the way to stop all war, and to

id of wer and rumors of war is o do m fhis case
v did with ug wars at home when we had our child-
igh “wars” over our foys, Mother stoppad those “wars” by
talking the ftoy away from all of vs and putling it up on a m;h
anelf oot of veach. in the same way we ean sbop, not only al

armed conflicts, but all seetional vivalries by taking the :e;ﬁt
away from all of us and putting it in the public freasury for the

There will then be no lack of buying power, no depressions,
no temptation to meddle in f{)rmgn affairs to develop markels.
We will have our wages and interest in our private pockets and
our rent in the ps,sbim treasury ; that means we will have in our
possession and at our command the a2l value of sur entirve
product 8o that it ean all be sold—and soid for caszh.

Eeep in touch with the Scientific School of Economics by
reating THE FORUM (weekly, $2.50 a vear), or NO TAXES
{ bi-weekly, two years $3.04). Two 4-p., 7-col. papers. Address
L. B BECEWITH, Peblisher, 1325 £, Poplar, Stockton, Calif.




