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(FThe Bird. weekly radie lecture by HEditer L. D Beckwith {The Foram
and Mo Tazes), speaking as The Voive of Fresflom, KW, Steckon, Calid )

On May 24, 1937 Hervold 4G, Moullon, president of the Hraok-
ings Tnstitute, W wh;ngﬁ@m D.CL, delivered an address, asking
and (mszwerwg the question whether there is 4 zeience o which
we can targ for the solution of social problems 23 we torm o
other sciences for the solution of shop problems. He spid - { DD

Is cconomics a seience? The answeor clearly iz that if by

setence i meant & body of laws or prineiples as unchane-

ing as the procession of the squinoxes the answer has to be
no, { Unaae ste )

Here, then, it an institution supposed to be develed to aclen
‘51 'Es vesearek which telly ve, Firgt, that there are no i

ndable pri m;wf}%e;; to pride men in economic planning
tu“z{%, that we have in ?,5’2:% Field omly the ever-chan
ts of ever-chan g which, he says, are
] by da.g} spgdails ;ﬁ%‘m mfi g0 must evolve chs stiesily.
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ﬁa’!! ot wz =h means that, sceording 16 the Brosl okings 1
tute, noe one Enows, nor can mw‘ 118 f‘*-ve E%ﬁ%(ﬁ‘% at shonl
he done to estabiish indust fugtios ang TR
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taws, just as we solve shop problems. Heve i the viroof
1, Ben have %t?w frs %me% of zelf. y&wmfaimm and are digpos.
i took out fer No. 17, This is » dependable general role,
Mlen seal %wér‘ s W@Hfﬁ.r@ with little &Ewﬁghé‘ aof others.
Whether this é@ called a law, or a principle or just ek, i is
fiaftmte Dpoat >, permanent, unchan ging ‘and’ {wpmd ble.
& df‘" ness !;»Fi)fm;; ts men w gel what they want the easi-
st way, Vuimuf regar ¢ Iiwe then, iz ancther de-
pendable naturg! 3 18 Beifishness lsads
men te grabify § ; ggwikiﬁ eﬁﬁf%,

jand =

("’ﬁ

p@um?&ia it Qh%‘:&%ﬁ e

e

ricus ;m*@'?:%fm for meon o ;ﬂ?"a%x&" ?Qmig fﬁ@gmﬁﬁs@ Maturally the
highest *&fahﬁ@" are placed on the most adwﬁn%agﬁ*@u% loeaitons.

And this is o def inite, positive,
€ wﬁablﬂ ;W‘mu;ﬁﬁ ﬂ'i o8 2% f‘{;r ;}]armizw

The monetary value, or whe it we call the rental, value of
# Eﬂ{;ﬁhﬁﬁ depends &%wmﬂ; upen the e&ﬁ*g‘x‘@% to which th@ advan.
tages of that site are more desirable than those of the hest lncs.

permanent, nnehanging and de-




tion that can he had free of rent. Whether or not we call this
a law or principle, this iz also dependable.

This makes five definite, positive, permanent, unchanging
and, therefore, dependable natural laws of econpmics.

8. The same unfailing faet, law, principle, or whatever vou
cxll i, that fizes the rental value of 2 site, also fizes the total
amount of wages and interest that 2 man can make on that
site: hecause he will have teft for himself only what is left of
his product after the payment of the rent.

7. The law which we call the law of minimum effort meang
that men are going to get all they can out of the game, or they
will refuse to play. And, because Capital and Labor need each
other, this means thatl, in & free market, where each iz free to
dezl, ur refuse to deal, Labor and Capital will proteet their re.
spective interests—that is, o get the other’s help, cach will
make whalever concessions may be necessary, As team-work
iz mecessary the result will be that what there is left of socie-
ty's product after the pavment of the rent will be egually di-
vided between Labor and Capital, being on the whole and on
the average one-half wages and one-half interest,

8. Mo max can get wagss without the investment of Inhor, or
get interest withouwt the investment of capital; and then his
wages and inievest is always more or less as his investment is
more or less. Hence wages and interest are obtainable only in
proportion to one’s own contribution fo our general welfare.

9. Unlike wages and inferesi, rent in the sense of payment
for location value is pot by the mere fact that the receiver of
the reni owns or controls the locabion; but this act of control,
or ownership, is not productive, or in any way useful. Hence, as
wealth does not produce itself, but hag io be produced, any one
who gets wealth as vent (Ground rent to you7) gets it at the
expense of others who produce it but do not pet #; and the
more he gets the more the rest of us must work for nothing.

10, As wages and interest are got only in proportion to one’s
effort and merit and as the only other way to obtain wealth is
bo get it as rent, it follows that the only way to profit ai the ex-
pense of others iz to be in a position fo collect the rent that
accrues by reason of their activities and their virtues.

This makes ten natural law, or principles, or facts, that are
definite, positive, permanent, unchanging and dependable.

1i. No matier what a man wishes to do, he must have land
on which to do it, and have land on which fo live while doing
it. The rent men pay for zsuch land is really the price they pay
bor their jobs. If any part of the vent {land rent to vou, per
haps}, goes into private pockets the people are to that extent
share-croppers, dependent for the the privilege of bving opon
those of whom they buy their joba.

12, I the rent Is privately appropriated, and iz permitted te
go inte privale pockets, it cannct be got excent by the surren-
der of an equivalent value, which iz thus syphoned from the
pockets of the producers into the pockels of non-producers.

18, The larger the share of the product demanded in vent
the less there is 1oft for wapges and interest; hence sur wages
and interest are determined asz rent is, by the degree {o which
men can satisfy their desires on rent-free land,

14, The better the locations got free of reni, the higher



are wages and interest; the poorer these locations, the lower
are wages and interest.

15. It foliows from this that, if the rent goes inte private
pockets, wages and interest will not only rise and fall together,
bzt they will rise as rent falle and fall as vent rises, showing
that the Hne of cleaveage aver which industrial conflict arises
iz not between Labor and Capital, but between these two on
one side and the appropristors of cuwr rent on the other side.

16, Ban iz 2 land apimal. He can live oanly on and from
land, whick is to man what water is to a fish. Hence those who
own the land own those on the land——vel they sre under no
ohiigation of feeding them, Indead, i would be poor slyategy
for the landed elass to feed the landless; for the hungrier the
landless get the more they will pay for jobs. When any public
feeding is done, the bill is wsunally charged to the state or fed-
eral aceount ; because this expense is not taxed against land.

i7. The value of social and governmentsl conditions affeck-
ing ue is rogistered in the remdal valus of the sites we ococupy.

18. The selling price of land is not less than the capitalized
vajue of the net rent. I will be more whers the prospects for
the fulure encourage speculation,

19. If the rent, no matter how much or liftle, were collected
ingtead of taxes; sc that there would be po net reni, no one
could profit by holding vnused land.

26, If no one could profit by holding unused lond, all unused
fand would be unclaimed land, available free of purchese.

21, Drestroving the selling price of land and weking all an-
used land free land would destroy speculabion in jobs.

22, If the nrivate appropristion of reat were prevented and
all unused land became free land, the money that now goes
into the purchase of sites (say 209% of our development bill),
would go into improvemenis, fizlurss, furnishings, sguipment,
or embellishments and business would be ineveassd 259, in-
cressing the demand for labor proporiionately.

23, If all the rent {Tround vent o vou?) were colliected into
the public freasury, the government would have the value of
the gerviee it renders and counld finamce ifzelf withowt taxes.

. 24. But, as the government would have, also, the rent that
1 paid by reason of Tin
such as those fu £ :

weed service and advaniages,

riished by theaters, churches, markets, ele., i
would have 2 surplus revenus gver and above that necessary
o finance itself, This would be available for new capital in.
vestrents, such as new highways, new bridees, new equipment,

25, The collection of the rent instosd of tazes would deny
men rent az 4 Lmit them o wares and interest and stop szplos-
fatiom; Deo i
wat anvibing

28, If ith
denied ik
possiie For m
would be selfishly in

£

s of taxes and men wers
and inferest, it would be hme-
v by the resulis of 3 war, sod 2l men

ed i pesce; and we would have an
end of war and of rumors of war, (Ses No. 17.)

27, If men were Hmited to wages and intersst, no man eould
profil pelfishly by reason of the control of the government; and
men would, for selfish reasens, lose intevest in crooked polities.
The political machine would stop for want of “grease’,

it




28. If men were demied rent and limited to wages and in-
tevest, it would be impossible to profit selfishly from the politi-
cal control of a city, or disirict. There could then be no “pro-
tected™ district, and commercialied vice would be mmpossible.

25, Al men ave gregariows. Each race instinctively prefers
te live by itself. Given free land, the races would insbinclively
segregate themselves—and do it more effectively than we can
do i by law and by police power. Then, as there would be no
land wvalue to be depreciated if an unwelcome race crowded
into a neighborhooed and as any one wishing to move out of the
neighborbood could get a new location among his own people
without having to purchase it, the invasion of a neighborhood
by an snwelcome race would not then cause the financis! loss
that results now from such an event. This would eliminate the
mest servious cause of racizl friction.

Thiz instinetive segregation of the races would result in our
having Black belis and White bells and, out West, Japanese,
Chinese, and Mexican bels The mixed M{més woukd as instinc.
tively choose to Hve near, and probably between, their parent
races. In the case of Mulalloes, the darkest would be nearer
the Black belt, the lighiest nesrer the White belt. The resui
wounld be that the color Hibe would be hard to find; and, as
gach race would, ynder those conditions, be glad to {i@; hﬁsiness
with the sthers, friclion between the races would cease, even
though race prejudice still survived., And thig loo, would be in
aceord with race inglinel and, therefore, dependable.

Here, then, are dependable natursl laws that will solve the
prebiem of E..ahw %:he probiem of Crocked Polities, the problem
of Commmercizlized Vice, the problem of Roece Prejudice, and
_ pmbiem of ‘War-

By the aid of these natural laws of economics we can solve
vrobleras in eivies, politics, industry and stateeraf as by resort
to the natural laws of physics, and chemistry we golve pur shop
problems ; and have wholegome civie conditions, honest polities,
democratic government, industrial justice, racial harmony, and
world peace, nol in spite of the selfishuess of men, bet because
men are selfish!

28, As oo one could getb rend, no one would be zelfishly inter-
ested in controlling the governmenl; hemce no ome would wish
to contrel political news end the Press would be really free.
The newspaper men’s instinclive love of “scoops” would cause
the publication of all the news to which we have any right.

31. As the people would be politically well informed, they
would be as wise and bigh-minded politically as they are in
private business: gnd selfishly imteresied in good govermment.

We ean by tsking advaniage of these natural laws of eco-
nomics stopy graft without reforming the grafters: solve the
race problem without overcufning race prejudice; have indus-
trial iusiice, secial security, and :nd war withouwl restrainmg
the selfimhness of men—D>by making Greed chief of police.

Heep in touch with the Scientific School of Economics by
reading THE FORUM {weekly, $2.50 a vear), or N{O TAXES
{ Emg»—wmzkiy, two years §3.00). FTwo 4-p., 7-col. papers. Address
L. B. BECEKWITH, Publisher, 1325 E. Poplar, Stockion, Calif.



