ose
usiness,

L, owith no u(ig
‘ ;%rou, {md are not
tehed by the poelice,

vou are “White and tws
ments or injunctions hanging

[—

smt ot d £‘}Ft Do~

f‘h(ztfmh
s best of
d() a% ¥Ou would m, dones by,
are vou free to run vour busi.
ness as you think hest?

Are your books and '1.'{:(:{.)1‘{1%
vour private prot

of your private
strangers?

Ave vou free to decide io
what rebief work vou shall con-
tribute, and free {o decide eith-
er how miuch you shall contrib-
ute or to dict ate how yvour do-
nation shall be apphed 7

Does the government meddle
over-much in your affairs and
restrict your freedom in the
use of your own money in the

LD BECKWITHL Hditor (i(_}n(i}.i(it af vour private busi-

ness ?

iTow much of the sovereignty of eitizenshin iz left you? How
much do veu and vour kind centrel the government under
which vou hive?

3o vou feel that, in these vespects, matiers are getting bet-

O arve they gelting worse?

Would vou let a carpenter work for vou if he showed oo
knowledge of, and made no use of, the plumb line, the straight-
edee, the lav el or the squave 7

3o you believe it safe to trust matters of vital importance to
any one who recognizes nd fixed standards outside of, and -
dependent of, human Judgment? 1 the voters recognize no
sta ndgndx that are Independent of human judegment.
vould any decigion arvived at by a show of bands be depend-
e even thongh i be mumimously voted 7

an we safely trust o the vule m fha' majority in mai-
ters in which no individual veler bas : 2t 1111 c‘ SUeTH
standard by which he can decide how to ¢




And if we have in civies, politics, industry and statecraft
no standards that ave fixed bevond the power of men to sas-
pend and amend, what assurance have we that our affairs In
these realms can ever be stabilized? How can we stabilize
business and render society secure if there are no fixed prim
ciple on which we can depend in the effort to stabilize them?

Are we not enjoying as much civie liberty and getting as
mueh politieal efficiency and as much business stability and
social security as we have any right te expect, congidering our
lack of fixed and dependable standards by which we ma
know what i3 mine and what is vours, what ig private cmd
what is publie, what is just and what is unjust, what makes
for business stability and soecial security and what does not?

Men have long said that we should have more business in
governmeni and less government in business; but who of us
was ever taught in the schocls a dependable rale by which we
could know how to render unto business what belongs to busi-
ness and unto government what belongs to government?

Is it not time that we consider the guestion whether there be
any standard, straight-edge, or plumb line, by which these mat-
iters may be tested that we may not only know what is public
and what is private, but that we may know that we know?

There either is oy is not a science by resort to whigh our so-
cial problems may be solved; if there is, that science is eco-
NoMmics. :

If it be true that there is no dependable science which is to
civies, politics, industry and statecraft what physies and chem-
igtry are to the shop and kitchen, then one man’s guess is as
good ag another’s and sociely is doomed to go on guessing its
way into chaos; for if there be no compass by which we may
cheeck our course, matters will go steadily from bad to worse as
society becomes more eomplex and men’s nerves are more
frayed by the increasing stress under which we live, If eco-
nomics is not a science as exact as any, then is chaog our ip-
evitable doom.

If economics is a science as exact as any, if its principles
are as unchanging and unchangeable as those of physics and
chemisiry, then our depression problems and all kindred prob-
fems mayv be solved as are the problems of shop and kitchen—
without walting for men to reform or be reformed; for then
these matters answer not to the moral law, as the world has
so long thought, but answer instead to the natural laws of
economics. In that case it follows, that moral law is limited to
the mmdividual and to his individual contacts and to the dura-
tion of these contacts; and it follows that the stability of so-
ciety is not staked, as we have mistakenly supposed, upon the
aceeptance of moral standards that are, to say the least, de-
bhatable,

So long as it is assumed that our public relation: are, hke
our personal relations, govermed by the moral law, so long
shall we have as many standards of right as we have rmoral
creeds. We are many men of many minds, with varyving back-
erounds, and with consciences of varving degrees of semnsitive-



ness; so that a general agreement upon moral gquestions is im-
poasible. For proof of this, contrast our painfully slow progress
in the realm of human relations with the progress we have
made in those fields that are admittedly scientific and where it
is admitted that everything is govermed by natural law, In
one field is dissention, strife, chaos; in the other harmony, a
schelarly co-operation and no rivalry but the rivalry of good
works—and progress beyond the fondest hopes of our fathers.
Once let men realize that the moral law applies no more to
civics, politics, industry and statecraft than it does to mathe-
matics, physics or chemistry, it will be peossible for them to e
as impersonal in relation to cur public relations as they are in
reference to sny of the sciences. This will eliminate all person-
alities and open the way for harmony and good neighborship.

If ecomomics is a science as exact as any then must we agree
that personal feeling, suspicion, jealousy, resentment, bitter
ness and hostility have no more place in these realms than in
a science labhoratory.

This would be in harmony with the known facts of physics,
mathematics and chemistry, in which Nature decides all mat-
ters of public concern and leaves to human choice only those
private matters which are of no significance to the communi-
ty, and Iimils moral responsibility to the issoes of private life,

Fhe truth of this will be more easily seen if the reader remembers that there
can be no moral responsibility where there is no knowledge of. nor control owver,
the event or condition that is under consideration: and if he bears in mind that

society {as such) knows nothing and does nothing—because everything that is
known or done is known or done by an individual.

The fact that economics is not vet recognized as a science
proves nothing. The sciences have all been “brought in” like
our oil wells, one at a time, by pioneer thinkers who have had
to stand rebuffs at the hands of men who either could not or
would not comprehend the principles involved. But as each
new field was opened up and “proved”, we have found that
Nature has provided for us more lavishly than men believed.

Owur fathers trudged in the dust behind oxen, not because
there was then ne provision in nature whereby airplanes might
be built and operated, but because men did not then under-
stand the laws of physics. But once men undersiood the natur
al laws which govern aviation, it was seen that there has been
in nature from the beginning ample provision for our needs
with respect to flying. And so when it is at Iast seen that eco-
nemics is a science ag exact as any, it will be seen that we have
been wallowing in this depression because we are ignorvant of
the most elementary principles of economics.

Econoinics resembles chemisiry; but is much simpler. it is the simplest of the
sciences. Whereas students of chemistry must study ninety or more siementals.
students of economics study but three-wages, interest, and rent. All the human
relations involved in economics are based upon the fact that there are but three
seonomic classes, the wage-earners, the Interest-takers and the rightful claimants

of reni. The relationships of these three classes are those of a partnership be.
twean Labor and Capitad in a business known as Ths Sublic.

Think what it will mean to mankind to have the vexing
proble =& of civies, politics, industry and sfatecraft solved; so
that men eculd devete their entire attention to the develop-
ment of their personal talents and to the solution of their in-
dividual problems,



This prospect is enticing beyond anything men have evey
had ; for it mesns that ¥ is possible for us fo bring our secial
machitery sp on a2 par with our shop machinery.

A an. a"m to those who de not yet sée cleatly that ecoflormics is a science as
exact as fet ws say that as z resul of tHe higgling of the market under what
s krmw, as Riczrdo's ta of rent 209 of our tolal product is taken as remi. This
i : < as the toiat avabiabie fm the ddirect paynient of Na,j!—‘ arig  ifrte C
& a !AW o'F I"uman wature that men seek to gratify their desires with the mini-
imtem of oigh they may In their ignovance fal to disgover the éasiest
Usider ‘ii‘(zt Lain that remaining 5065 of owr product will be divided between Lab.}r
aivd Capital in what will, in the !Gng run, be egual shiaves,

Thase wihe ars wendiring whether there are i naiure any nastural lsws that
can be utitized to guarantes indusirial jus are asked to consider the fact th
by the laws of Nature h =1, 1 is impossible for men 10 et Wales or inde
and toy gey €T ges o intersgt, excepi they the :cblam invest the réegured
tabor or capital; Twhich it fo i!nws, necessarily, that when mes are der’
Fent and litnited to v =5 and (ar) interest,  hecomes automatically impoes
for men o obi f1oat the experise of others, sither in buzsiness, by pal.tmql
strategy or by the tricks of sfalecraft (which inciude wary., wnder such condi.
tions the wvery selfishness im men wouid prompt them te confine their efforts ts
to ihe getting of wages and inte . That would mean that they would b
ishiy interetsied im making then s wzeful. Under such conditions .
justice and horest palitics ang internantiohad peace would result as nat
water runs down hill—guarapteed by dur selfishiess and by our gregarioos mr
stisect. for man iz gregariobs like the ants, the bess and the beaver.

The alternative view iz frightiul to contemplate; for the
riging tide of social ewmotionalism which demands that we
“saak the rich” iz a type of mob psychology that threatens
civilization itself. Nene of these groups have any straighi-
edye, plumb line or f-ztmzddr by which theyv can themselves
kunow how much of a4 man’s we afth to seize or what to do with
it when they have taken i, As Lenin, an unguestioned au-
thority on Communism, himsel said, the dictatorship of the
proletariat is bazed wpon force and nothing else—upon no
kind of law and absolutely no rule.

There s no time to lose! What is to be dorne, must be done
quickly!

In all the world there are but two newspapers that are de-
voted gmku&neiy to the teaching of economics as a science as
exact as any science., These papers must be given the wident
posgible circulation——and that at once; for they give the an-
swer of science to the emofional hy'ﬁteim that underiies the
clamor of the various groirps that threaten cur stability.

These papers ave ful-sized newspapers, four pages, seven columng, MO TAXES
ie lesued every second weeks The subscription js $1.50 FOR FIFTY-TWGO issues
{tweo yvears at the present rats of sssue) In’ Siockton., MO TAXKES is 32.00; instéad
af $1.50, THE FORUM is a weekly, It is recognized by the céurts as =z AeWspaper
of genem! circudation. 1t naturaily aives morfe attertion to local illustrations of
economic truth than does N TAXES: for the latter has sUbscribers all over the
United States and aiso in other Couriries-—Ganads. Mexico, Scuth America. Eng-
Irmd Iretand, i’.}ewnmark Africa, Australia, New Zealand. It goes to evory college
and um\_;e’r-sity i the United State, and to hyndreds of public libraries, pubkbc
offises and mewspaper and magazine offices,

i wtm*i ten) one subgeription-—{wo vears, §3.54, 2 for $2.75, 3 §4,
wxet wix at $1 etr, after fhat 78¢ eash. Thuas §10 pays for &, §12
for 13 3. 345 pavy for 29, $é(§ fory O STE.ZE for 1860, THE FORUM
at, one for $2.508, ¢ 3475, 1 7, 4 %), 5 %11, 6 12,75, 7 $14.25,
affer that $8.25--16 for $18, 25 $36.75. 56 $68, 160 2120.50

Address THE FORU] M, oy N °F
tor, 1825 Bast Poplar, Stockion, California.

T OLUB RATE for subseriptions placed in one orders NG TAXES (Not

AXES L. D, Reekwith, edi=” {




