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A bgnnpms wve ﬂg ihe entire fisl ]

S spetial Note: ‘For the bigh hghm ot ﬂns argument Fe 'd 1 e
-:'_-_paragraphs marked with the Black Dot—like this: @ S
' » “Nr, Beckwith, what ‘evidence have you that the whﬂie_
“wmld bas been. misle:d in.this matter of wealth- dlsa“rmutlom--._ :

: “but that you know all the answers!”

B.: “One thing is that my concliisions never conflict. What i
i pmpose would never, in any case, help some people at the

- expense of others, That ¥ think, is the best evidence. But it

'is also significant that, since 1943, it has been impossible to
find anyone who will take the n@gatwe gide in a pubhc de-
bate on the vahdity af my teaching.”

: “That surprises mel”

. “In this case, a debater who wishes fo disprove what T-
ieach would first have to disprove truths which are accepted
and taught the world ‘sver: for what: 1 teach ig. based elther
R s_,hese truths, or on camhaﬂe@ Gf these tmths .
CALT MWhat truihs"”'

bB : “For example, no one Would af;tempt fﬁ disgmve the
the statement that mon is o gregarious creature, or that gre-
. guripug cremtures gve mstmctwely co-operative, or that mon
con survive caly. by odjusiing himself to his environmeni. or
that mon's socicl snvironment is'a port of the suvironment fo
which from must adjust himself, or that fic cresture—not even
man—can adjnst ifself to chaog, or that if be is to odiust him-
self to his social environment, that environment must be os-
-sembled, as our plyysicel shvironment is, gceording to on un-
 derstandable plan and be controlled, as our phys:.cal exzwmn«

ment is, by fixed and dependoble notural law.”
© Al Buf, if the public is eonfused in this matter, how do you
account’ for this confusion 7

B.: “There are two opposing theories regarding social con-
. difions; and, because we have always held fo the false theory,
We have come to false and conflicting conclusions.”™

: “What is that false theory?”’

L3 B ¢ “The old (and still dominant} theory is that social con-
ditions are conirolled by men and governments and that bad
social conditions are caused by the conduct of sclfish or mcom
s:demi’e men whom we must reform, or restrain.”

: “That’s fhe old theory! I recognize it! I was taught that ”"
_ : *“That theory diverts attention from the problem to the

#ﬁulfs of meni We are not students: we are fouli-finderst”

A “Bot we could Have solfved these ‘problems, if we had
forgotten our minor differences and united on the main task?”’
® B.. “Nol For, unless social eonditions are eontrolled by de-
pendable nafural law, as the tides and seasons are, there would
be no dependable relation between social canses and Social
effects and it would be fmpossible for us fo frace resulis to
ﬁhezr c:auses o fmm céises to predlci effects. Under such
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mposalble———even :u‘f we cou;id agree upon d._pian, .~
A-“ “You say. there is another theory, a new ane‘?’” -
© B fIE s that social candxtm‘ls are. controi}ed as ‘I:he t}.ﬂes
-'=a1'~e by notural law”™ :
C A;" “And, if social (iOindlthl’IS mfe contm]led ‘by natural iaw*?”
-ﬂBh. “Then there is. nothmg we can do in this maiter, except

s what we: have had to do in phys:cs, chemisiry and the other

*’smences———that is, to find the laws and learn 'to use them.
Co AT “What about the moral law?™" .

'# B.: “The new theory is that the moral law is lzmlted i:a m-
dividuals and that «li social mat&ers——wsuch ds social Justice
-demeﬂrahc goverament, world peace and harmony hetween the
‘races—which gre vital fo all men are controlled by deg:endab!e
puztural Iow and never left to the mancgement of men, as- ali
inatters in the physical world are, which are wtal to all men
©UAc“And that means what??
® B “Just 1hist "Thai it is.a vude of nature in. every ;fielci_
which we have studied that the freedom of ‘men is limited to
their attitude toward the conditions which: confront them, and
that these condilions are conirolled by unchangmg and un-
chungeable ngtural law . with w}zmh neﬁher :nen 0ot - gwem«
ments can mweddlel” .

: “But, -even so, we. are. deme& -QUr. rlghts in ’é:has flehi e
EB “That is-true; but this is not ‘because men or. govem=
ments can meddle. Wzth natural law; but becouse we; in our
ignorunce, violate o basic law of miure, and, while cantmmng
that violation dre trying to set up muchmery to- prattec’t our
selves from Nature's pemalty” &

A.: “Then those who would vefute your teachmg must pmve
that the social field is an. exception io g rule Whlch hnlds 1n
every other field?” .
€ B.: “Yes! And that cannot be ﬁone for exceptions to the
rules. of nature are unknown. What may at first appear 16 be
an exception to Nature's rule i is always found, later, to be ;;ust
another rule. In the absence of proot %o the. contmry. wWe.are
therefore compeiled to believe that this system of dual control,
which Iimits our freedom to our personal interests and con-
trols the conditions which face us hy mﬂ:umi Taw, aise holds
in the socigl field.”

Al “SHIL 1do not. see hew we can rule the morai law out of
of cxv:cs and stateeraft!’

;- “It-cannot. be ruled out; but, remembcr that the moral
apphes to our. personal mterests, cnly

: “What of the moral responsibility. of offlmals Wh(} get us’
mto a. war? -Are they not responsible under the moral Jaw?”

B.: “For their own per‘sona} conauct and influence, certam}y‘
But the problem of war isa problen i in natural law.”

A.: “Isn't war a penalty for the violation of the moral Taw?”
: “¥f war is a penalty incurred under the moral kaw, then
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arniocent W@men_&ﬁ&f children wha guffef because
ar are punished, under the moral law, for the sins of ot
U That is wnihinkable: for thel would miaks the mam% Egzw re«w_ E
"sponsng}e for an immoral punishment”
R : “Ig there a general principle which will heIp us. here‘?”‘ '
"-mz; S Yeg there ¢! Remember, First, thatf if the gift of free
wiil iz to be worth having, we must be free in our personal
relations. Second, that we must be responsible to the moral -
law for the use of our freedom; Third, that the moral law must
make allowaneces for the riz*‘ferences in men; Fourth, that if
our freedom is not to be vislated by the excesses of those who

abuse of their freedom, mon's freedom in the sociol field must -

be imited s it isin ‘the phvsical field to his personal relations;
¥ifth, if society is 16 have any stability, all social matters vital
io ali men must be regulated as such meiters are in the physi-
caleal field by some power over Whmh nezmaz MER NoT gov~
emments kave influence.” .

Al “Why do you think this matter so important?”

' LE"» : “Because economics is the science of the dlstrxbutmn of
wealth. Of what use fo us are the productive sciences; physics,
chemistry, botany, efe., if we wre not to possess thé produeg
produced by theix md'-‘" ' :
ALY “You think we are not getting these benefﬁs?"‘ :
CRIC*That is clear! We are producing wealth” easzer ore
rapidly. and in lsrger volume than ever; yet nidgre of us are
dependent in old age upon pensions th:m evey before?”

AL “How can this be! ‘What becomes of the wealth?”

" B.: “Becatise we have believed, mistakenly, that our sociai
prob}ems are mnoral ‘problemns and s0 have not studied theése
problems as we siudy other problems, we ore pitifully 1gn.o-
rant and superstitious with respect to ihese mnﬁersﬁ‘ R

A.: “Superstitious?’

B.: “Yes! We have ﬁutgrawn the supermtltwn ‘of the EV1E
Eye. We no longer think that old women" (called w&tches}
have the power to cause people to sicken and die by merely
fooking at thesr. But we still believe in the superstm(m of the
Evil Heart! We still believe that capitalists, politicians and
peopie to whom we refer as Big Business can corrupt a natmn
s::ause depressions at will and plunge the world into war.’

A.; “About what things are we ignorant and. superstitious?”

B‘  “We qre still under the spell of the superstition thai reat
is paid for fhe use of lond. that Iund is property, that lond has
a market vaine and that high fond values are signs of pros-

- erty—ithat is, we do not know what is property and what is
not property. How con people who do not know what is theirs
und whet is not have o stable economic system?™
® B.: “If would be worthless; but—"
® B.: “What would a bill of sale be worth, which did not de-
scﬁbe the article sold?”

&. “It would be worthlegs; hirt—"
< “”i‘fhe Bﬂ]ﬁ of Rights guarantees our rights?”
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*And’it says our property shall not be 1a

7est. T know! Bul neither the Bill of Rights,

‘Conshitution defines property.” T T T

AL “But the Courls and . the dictionaries define property!” -
- B “Go to your lawver and ask to see the definition of prop-

- _erty.in his law dictionary! You will find that it takes g hun-

" dred pages of that dictionary to define that word! What more

- . evidence do you need to prove that the Courts do not know

what is property and what is not property? Like the Courts’
definitions of property, the definitions of property you will find
in the dictionaries boil down to the statement that anything
which can be possessed ond bartered is propertyl According
to that definition, Negroes are still property How can we have
social security, if we do not krow what is property and what
is noi-—and cannot find out from dictionaries or the Courts?”
A.: “How should students begin the study of this mafiter?”
® B.: “The first thing I want the student to. understand . is
that he has known all his life the facts upon wiich my teach-
ing is bassd.” R ' L
A.: “What facts have we had before us ali the time which
should have helpei us to sclve our social problems?” o
® 13.: “One of these is the vital fact that weather conditions
affect erops, and crop conditions affect business and business
conditions affect wages and interest and working conditions;
and these affect all phases of our social life,” '
A.: “What should we have learned from that?”
® B.: “That should have warned us that social conditions are
not probiems in morals, but in natural law-—at least, it should
have led us to study the guestion whether all social conditions
are controlled, as these are. by natural law. _ N
“A.: “Is there any other fact well known and generally -ac-
cepted which should have helped us in this matter?” .

B.: “Yes! There is a fact which guides all investors in the

real estate market and which is widely known throughout the
business world which should have warned us that rent (paid,
tor example,) by the operator of an unimproved parking lot to
the holder of the Iot fitle is not interest on his investment in
his land title, as is generally believed; for, if the rent were in-
terest on that investment, rent would be fixed by finding the
amount of the investment and figuring interest on that.”
A.: “What is the business practice in this matter?” L

@ B.: “Instead of beginning with the investment and figuring
the interest to fix the rent, experienced investors in land titles

begin with the yent. and then subtract the taxes on the land
title io find the omount on which the net rent will pay interest
—that is their way of learning whether the investment will
pay them.a satisfactory return™ =~

A.: “Then, instead of figuring the rent from the value of the

lanid title, they figure the value of the tifle from the net rent!”

B.: “Right! That is just the reverse of the general belief.”

A.: “If the money the title-holder ‘gets is not interest on his
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at, or ﬁqm'ue:r, or w%wthez '*ega& th_-»za__
& title fo land?” AR ' g
L "‘I I thmkmg of hlm ags flﬂe%oidw amd nothmg elge.”
_ ___‘ ‘“(ic0d! MNow tell me what he has done, as o title-hold ¥,
= “He bought that land title.” o
- B.: “That is one of four thm%m«fbw oniy ?f;hmg«::m—that uﬁea«e
hﬁlder’s do! Did he, by that act, produce any weslth?” . .
AL *No! That is an unpioducuve act.” . |
] j_?_’f‘ “He negotiated a Jease. Did that produce ;my W&alﬁw ‘?”
A “No! Nonel”
“B.: “He got ‘out of the wav “s6 his ‘tenant eold. Work ’ms
eqrn the rent MOney; was sny wealth produced by that act?’
CA.: “No! No wealth was proguced by that aet!”
"B “He eoliects the rent; does that produce any waa]th‘?”
A.: “Nab Nonef” .
.: “Ag the holder of that iniﬁe. has he done? ariythmg, be«
_ sxdeg buying the land tifle, negotiati 4 leage, get.ﬁ:mg ﬂm‘t ofi
the way and collecting 1he rent?” g
® B.; “That is 4all he does, as the &wner of o Esmd mle. .
_B_ %S0 he gets, for noihmg, possibly half the tenant’s cmp"”
: “He would not. get.as Touch ag half of the crop, unless
tha sana were on a good highway, near a good market,”.
_B? : “Do such things as, h;ghwayg and mgarkets a;fec:t rﬁn"i:"?”
© “Yeg; indeed?™ .
: H : "‘Then investments cms siher sites by persans aiher than
ﬁhe reni:wiﬁeﬁtw may raise rents and 50 9m~1ch the coﬂactor””
. 48 gg 7 X
® B “That is fride; ‘but do, :you fot see iha’t 1f ?ﬁﬁ’fi mc‘reenses
becouse people. mvegt fabor. and capiiol on @iher sxtes, far gad
near, thot proves that rent is net paid for {umd and is pot.in-
ferest on the investment in the lond title; but is due (s wages
and mtereaﬁ} 4o those who by their invesiments of labor and
capital on other sites hdve ‘made the counfry: what it is: and
that title-holders who collect vent are (morally) guilty. of em-
bezzlemem if they. fail to turn it ic fo the public treasury‘?”
LA “Thls is getting inferesting; I would like to. heat more,’
B *Very welll Suppose you are the first setﬂelr 1o arrive
in a new country. Where do vou choose To make your home?”
AL ™I pick the best soil and water eonditions and §00k out,
Qf. :;ourse for wood and for protection from bleak winds.”
_”_ “Suppose you were the second settler?”
¢ “Providing 1 could get. what I want in soil, and wa’ter@,
Wﬂqd and sheifer, T would build near the first settler
CB.: "And, if vou came in years lafer, after the towns of the
valiey had developed, where wotld you settfe“?‘” ‘
A “Ofher things being egual, T would setile in or near the
fown Raying the best sysienm of roads, the best schmls ;mtﬁ
the best m.arkets for both labor and farm pro&iu@e,
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ar gin i VE
“Yes! That is why. fmmf:zcz*sm 11 are §o. often bearde:_
B “'%10"}:%?' N(}W slippose two. houses exacﬂy alike, inside
o and ¢ut and m equaf{}v rich valleys-——one ohit on the frontler
. and the other in a modern town. Which of the famlhes payt;

B 'the higher rent?”

T %The one living in-town would pay the m@st #
S B W’hy did you make the choice you did, when I asked_

: -you where in the valley you wotld settle‘”’ : o

. “T wanted neighbors.” '

B' “Why did you choose, as you did, tu hve in ‘the best
' “Iown:_m the valley?”

A Se I could save time and money by havmg snme one
fixt ‘or wash my car, or fix m .. radio, or other appilances ine
stead of taking time from my work o do these thmgs

: “And-you feel safer fo live where therg is a telephone, :
. docto:c anda drug store than to live where there is no docw
Eor no drug. store and not even i teiephone‘? »

A “Certainlyl 1 am willing to pay tmore rent there

B.: “What do you get for that extra’ ‘rent?"
® B.:-“I gef the chance to use the telephone companys Emen
~and ‘equipment, fo profit by the skill of its employes, the train-

ing of the ﬁﬁcmr and the druggist and fo profit from the fact
that the druggist carries a stoek of medicines and suppheaw
In the c¢ourse of the year, 1 save that extra rent by havmg
opportunities I.would not have put on ihe fmnher. g :

' ‘j‘ “What opporiunities?” R

2 “It might be that I'would’ want a scr@w ora ‘bolt or ey
Wlte would want some thread. In town, I take a&%antage of
the merchant’s stock. In the country, I would hawe 1o stock
such things myself, or drive to “i;own io get them

B.: “Let us play Suppose,. again. I want you. to suppose
that you have two. friends angd that one is your doctor and the
other is a member of the ity fire department I want you fo
suppose that thére is’a big baseball game in town and that
your itwo Iriends are knthu':lastm ball fang; but that the fire-
man ' is on. duty and eannot be spared and the doctor is ex-
pectmg a call which means life or. death to the patxent and
S0 the doctor does not dare Jeave his office.” : .

A “ATl right! What do I do next?” .

"“Both men missed the game, but the fireman was on
duty and got pald The doctor was oh duty, was he paid?”

Alr “Did his-call come in? Did he go out on that case"?”

: “No! He had nothing to do, all afternoon.” :

: “He was on duty! He. should be pald bt T cannot see
hcw thlS could be done. Tf you have the answer to that gues-
tl(_)n the.dectors should all help you circuldte your books!”
. B.: “Do you remember. t.you said you get for the extra
rer}t ‘:gm’u pay to Hve in town?”

! “Not now-—not ciearﬁy‘”
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our-re y accurately You d: pery
" rent, von had the opportunity to use the telephon_e ling i
o take. advantage of the training and expenence of the doctor

...... ficines and supphes Now, I am wondering 1f You- can-*-
ranslate that answer into the terms of econonics.”
:" “T' do not know how to do that!”

: “You understand that there are only three ways knows
to the economist whereby men may ebtain wealth? And that
these three ways of getting wealth are 16 get it as wages. as
mterest and as rent—meaning what many call ground-rent?”

AL “Yes; I understand that.”

"B - “And you understand that, while a doctor has an in-
- vestment in surgical mstruments ete. {(which are capltal),
his prmmpal return is wuges, and that while the druggist gets
wages. éns principal return is interest.” . -

r 86 eS ¥P- : -

_B : “Now, what about the telephone ccmpany?”

B T Wauld be classed with the drug store, would it not?"”

: “There is one difference! The drug store is run by the
GWII@I‘ who has a claim for wages and interest; but the tele-
pnone company is run by employes. It gets mterest oniy.”
AL “Then I had the service of the doctor and the druggist
and _the‘air telephone company and pmﬁted from thexr eapital.’’

» 8% es F¥
0 B “But did I not pay all that in my monthly billg?”

' : “Good! That helps me to see what bothers you. Let us
meet that difficulty this way: Suppose that a deaf mute wants
to rent the apartment adjoining yours—the twin to yours—
which rents for the same amount your apartment does Will
he Want a telephone?”

. “No! He could not use it!”

: “In that case, the telephone company would make noth-
xng by reason of the deal-mite’s moving inte that apartment?”

A.: “No! It could make nothing from him.”

B.: “But he would pay the same rent you do?”

A.: “Yes; he would pay the same rent.”
®B.: “And like yours, the deaf mute’s rent (even though he
had no telephone) would be higher because of the telephone
company provides and mainbains expensive equipment there.
to whlch the deaf mute has the privilege of access.”

: “Oh, now, I think I see what you mean! You are telling
me, aren’t you, that part of the rent I pay belongs to my doe-
tor, part to the drugglst and part to the telephone company;
but my landlord gets their shares! Is that it?”

B.: “Yes! Landlords all over town are eollecting wages and
1nterest due the doctor and the druggist and interest due the
teiephone company. Your landlord gets some of this money.”

D “And, if I am in busmess here and employ fifty men.
tlxe txtledmmexs are enriched bwause my men bid rents upl”
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- donot have to be painted. ‘But, becaiise of the presence ‘of

; “.Yesif _Yeu “.mami:a' i iaei:ory' ani a payroil. "You pay
__-chmen and: pay -insurance and pay repair bills. You have
-“to paint-your faetory. The lots of these title-holders wil 14
- burn.. They need not be indured. They cannot be stolen. They

-, your factory and because of your payroll, these title-holders
' gef; more rent than they did before you put up yeur :facto:s:y “
A VYAnd this is true of the others who are In busmess in
the town?”

B.: “Yes! Every crtlzen who helps the town to gm‘w or who
helps 1o make it a goed town helps, in that way, te furnish
some of the things for access to which rent is paid. This is
why title-holders want a chamber of commerece (maintained;
of -course, by business men)} to odvertise the town abroad
and to send out delegations (at the expense of the busmess
men) io get employers to move their payroells here™

. “Are the holders of titles to land the beneficiaries of Gur
chamber of commerce activities?" .
® 1B “Not all title-holders, of course; for most tlﬂe»holders
fiave more in their impravements ang persanai property than
in their land titles; and so lose niore in taxes than they gainin
rent, Many business concerns own no land titles at all; vet
they have to pay taxes shifted from land titles to the cost of
living! But speculators in industrial sites. who have no build:
ings io mamtam and insure, who hire no watchmen ond do
not paint their ucreage, expect the public to pay the bill for
advertising what they have to sell and even expect the public
to maintain a chamber of commerce to help them sell it}

: “Are other organizations exploited that way?”

B.: “Yes! All of them; but the Juncheon clubs are most sys—
lematicaily exploited; becausa these clubs engage in a spir-
ited competition to see which of them ‘can do the most to
build up the town by sponsoring scout troops, financing swim-
ming pools for the kiddies and doing all sorfs of good thmgs;
which enable title-holders 1o raise our rent!”

A.: “It is strange these mien can be tricked that way!”

. “Yeg! Their faces will be red, some day! They forget
that title-holders keep what is left of the their rent after
the taxes on their land titlés are paid and that they are, nai-
uraliy, interested in getting the rent as high as. pass;ble ami..
in keepmg the title taxes as low as possible.”

» “But the rent is fixed for them by the market’ 'I‘heys-
ﬁannet raise that, can they—certainiy not at willl’

B.: “But they get more rent, if they get us to pat up m{mey"
1o mmprove conditions, so pecple will pay more rent™

B.: “But you said tltle»holders want taxes down!” ..

B.: “They do not want all taxes down! That would reduce
the revenue upon which they depend for improvements: Whif:h
ename them to collect ‘more Tent.”

: “How do they meet this difficulty?”

: “By shifting faxes from land titles to our cost of lwmg
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0 -fhat fha‘t. 1&- d@ne m thiS count -
.“In 1932 when the Clty of Stockt@n raised o dollar by

taxation; it taxed 60¢ against land titles and 40¢ against Busi- -
opessh 1948 enly sixteen years later, it raised only Al¢ by - -

. taxing land ‘rt'ties and 8%¢ by taxing BLISIHEbS In sixteen yegrs -
“it ‘ent the levies-on fand titles more than 80% and moze thon
-'_cﬁﬁuﬁﬁeﬁ the jevies on impm?e ments cmd pexsoncﬂ pmpextym—-n
ﬂmt is, on-our-cost of lising”

: 2EhAre the people . of: btackfon llﬂllbildny stuptd‘f‘” . -
E 9 B,:"‘Gh fol This Ignorahce ig: Wlde-sgread’ People all ever
the country are. bemg fleeced this way.

“Arr A What: about the Jeaders in-the chambers of ccmmerce
the Merchants’ Associations. the Farm Bureay, ete.? Do they
tiot see that this is impoverishing us?”. . -

: B i~ DBeleve it-or not! They are helping to put ﬂhs Over"’

A I this the work of deliberate plotters?” .

: B -:.:.“‘No*' These leaders -are not-fools; they, are mnocﬁnﬂv
ignorant. And they come honestly by their, ignorance; for the
schools have taught these fallacies far cepturies!” o -
AL Why do yoursaythey are not-fools 2

LB “We would ‘éall men fools who knowingly. 1mp0vemsheti
themselves.and their families this way. Not one of these men,
$0 far as Lkyow,; profits by this shift of taxes. “Without: excep-
Honso far gl knowf everv oneof them:loses moce in. faxes
than: hegaling in rent, Tht&;i course-is p}amiy ihe 1esu§t of
their neot krnowing what rent ig, and whose itds’. .

L “Fhenyou-do not kelieve this is the result.of a pmt‘?”

-B.. “T. could be called a conspiracy of sﬁence not a plot‘”
B YWhy a conspiracy of silence?? .

SB.-.-“Becausa, if this were left .to &cc:dent ‘some. af theae
men, somewhere, some ‘day, would face the .questions I am
ﬁlscussmg in.these: pages and study: them. But,ihstead, they
habitually evade the suhjeet.  This canncit be an d{:,cldent A

A “How:do you explain this?. -

“oBa “They are confused -and eannot thm‘k: i;hlq matter cmt
:;:ensmg thelr ignorance. and helplessness, they drift Wlth the
herd, nof daring fo voice a protest.” : .

s *That looks like a spineless surrender!” P
® B “The problem is new to them. They do. not trust ihexr
own judgment. They are waiting for some one in whom they
have confindence fo take the lead. Once such o 1&@&@: stPS

cut::this thing will be set right in short order!” ,
© A, “But-why? Of what are they afraid?” ...

B.: Sensing their own ignorance and he:lplessne%s, ihey are
a;.mm of ‘being caught out of step with the crowd.”

Ao By wﬁat tricks is 21l this put over on us?”. -

@ E “These tax tricks are of:-three types. The first is & sim-
ple switch of expense to. the Federal Goverhment; or to the
Sta,te of California, neithher of whsch taxes lomnd. titles.”
: HFor examp}e'?”
@ B “By getting state or feder’al monev for hzghwd}q Cali-
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. dand tlﬂem ar; bemg T
: a}ie@, n the same. devt” .

ent shonld i)e qelf~su§;p0rtmw Thp :,tmger in. ih .
wdoilar raised-in eny way other thon by taxing lond 2t

Cdollar. added. to the net rent of the t:tie-haicit,rs, and;: :

" government: were. cumplete}y financed this way, txtle~hoidem

Weaxid have for themselves every dollar of rent puid. ihem‘" e
Lo 1S public ownership one of these tricks?”

'" “Yes! It is a particularly vicipus irick. In cities Whlch
ral se- all their revenue that wiy, the. ye@pie pay their Iemdn
lozds” taxes in their water, gas and electric bills” | :

~Ag “You say there is a third fype of tax tricks?”

’@B “Yes! The tricks of the.sympathy racket, by whm}a we
are tricked into contributing prwate money for good thmcrs
‘whmh enouble the title-holders o raise oux rent” .

: “For example?”.

B : “The Chamber of C@mmﬁrce i:he Cﬁmmumtv Chest ’{he
Red Cross, the play- gmand ‘movemend, flood reliel’ and many
mhex activities are used in this way to exploit us.”. :

: “Is there any limit To this expioza,atlon‘?” S
’ .--B.: “The ¥imit of our machine pmduc*fmn is !:he mﬂy hmlt ”

A “Please expldin thatl” .

B “The. better our machinéry and %;"xe ‘more we. pmum@,
é,n‘, more they can take from us without. stopgmg t‘ie gd"l’é?

» “And 'we get only a bare Hving!® "~

:-“On.the average and in the long run, that & aii we will
@ver g{ftmnn matter how much we pwﬁuce!" RN

o Why T
2 B “Because rent. is always all the fraffic will bear’. Whan
we do so well that we can poy more rent, our zent goes up
{either on the, initiative of the landlord,.or because "E:he pubilc
bidc; Jt u‘ﬁ}, m:ld this: EHCI@GSG in rent ubsarhs the. :marett_sg in

S

“But they cax_mot rame our rent tﬂl :rhe leasea are Dui’:"_’

: “What they take in direct rent is limited that way: bul
ihey have o trick by which they . pvercome ﬁmt hcsmiwap"’*‘

: “What is the trick?"

: “The sales tax and the pereentage lease‘f By these ’t’hey
é,ake not only the rent they sign us up for; but fuke in ﬂﬁﬁi- '
tion. i Qemenwge of vur wages g of our mtezest, The only
limit: to that exploitation is the limit beyond whlch ﬂmy dare
not go lest’ é;hey bring prﬁductmn io @ stop? | -

A “Under. your. pian, people would not pay taxes or {:on‘
trlbute money to.enrich title-helderg™ .

C“Right! Instead of faxing useful pe@ple, 1 Wmﬂd pay
them for being ugefull®

: “Even though they were 5elf1<;h§y mieresieﬁ m then‘ wn
“welfare and helped us unintentionally?”

2 %Yes; cerftamly* Suppose an emplﬁyer 0; A hunﬁred mi’!’}
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Ifig i}f mf,erested i ma‘kmg a fﬁrtune out of his acf.ory? i

"What of 7 'Is that any reason why. titlecholders should he
permitied 1o ¢laim the rent paid them hy his ‘workmen, or by' E
‘others who are attracted to the commumty by his iac:tary, 01* e
. by_ the additional trade supported by his payroil.” :

A.: “But is it possible to pay men for such usafulness‘?”
.z “Thev could and would be paid, if the people knew what

: xent is, and whose it ist”

A.: “But would we know how much of the rent belongs to
the doctar to the druggist and to each of the others?”

Bi: “No’ That is impossible! There is no way to know that?’

A.: “Then how could these accounts be setfled?”

B.: “Do we agree that all of the rent belongs to all of the
peop]e who help to make the town what it 5?7

.A.: “Yegl”

: “Very well! All we need do; then, is to eolleet the rent
mto n,he city treasury and use it fo pay our public bills.”

‘A.: “Then the rent would really he depos1ted to f.:he credlt
of aii of these people?”

: “Yes! And uged by our officials in the payment of our
pubhc bills! That would be business-like and fair.”

i “But neifher theé doetor, the druggist, the fireman, nor
ihe telephone company would actually handle the mone}‘f"”
®B.: “No! Each would _get his community dnf}dend in the
iorm of tax-free public service,”

A, “Would the rent fund be sufficient?”

B.' “Yes! Tsn't some of the rent we pay for access ‘tﬂ parks, :
streets, schools, highways, etc., financed by public money?”

Al "Yeg?”

_' “%nd we pay fﬁ!’ that what we think it Worth‘?”

i AR 95." : )

B'-- “Isn't the rent paid for access to such thmgs equai to the
cost or providing and maintaining them?”

.- “1 might not offer that much; but others would be cer-
tmn to bid the rent up: becanse th.ey woiild see what they
could save by having the advantages cvmlceble at that site.”
# B.: “Then that part of the rent fund is enough fo provide
and maintain the things financed with pubhc money?”

Az “Yes! But what about new schools; streets; éte.?” .
® B.: “Aiter-all the rent collected for access to the service fi-
nanced with pubhc money had been speiit on these services, we
would still have in the public treasury all the rent paid for
aceess to theaters, churches, stores, factories, ete., which are
provided and maintained by private money. Tms iund would
be available for new cczp:tai investments, such as new peorks,
schmls. ‘highways, etc.”

.7 “Then the rent is much more than enough for the op-
eratmg expenses of the gevernment‘“

4 B “Yes! It includes rent paid because of private business!”

A.: “You have said nothing about land value! What of it?”

B.: “The idea that land has value is another myth born ef
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; :&na s&persmmn’f" SO
AL “But land s property ! I must have a value‘” L
® B.: “Tha value of property i fixed by the cost of proﬂuct G

o “Land is not a product of human ]abor therefore, theré is/ne:

prodaction cost to be reflected in land value! Smce there is,
i the case 6f land, no production cost, land has no valueﬁ?’
' : “But isn’t land property?” B
® B : .“'1‘0 own a thing, one must either produce it, or bﬁ'y the
producer’s title. Neo man produced the land. Therefore, no man
owns land by the right of production. And, since the Producer
of the land has not signed the land, or any of it, over to any’
fhan, no man has succeeded to the Creator's title.”

A.: Bt the government could own the land?”

B.: “No! Our government derives its powers from us!’ Ii;
t&n'ﬁot own what we cannet own.”

: “But, if iand has no value, what is this so-called iand
vaiue ot

B.r “Suppose an unimproved corner under lease at $1,000 a
year, taxes on the land title $280, net reni $720, equal t{) 5%
on &M pog

-+ “That Jand ikile would be worth $12,000.7 -

r “Yes! Because the holder of that title receives from it a
net mcome of $720. Suppose, now, ihat the tuxes on that lot
titie are reduced 1o M{L The net re;nt WOuld be $96G ‘Whiﬁﬂ is

% on $18;000.7 .
“And-the title would be ‘m)rﬂz $16 0006.”

B : “Yes; and, if the title taxes were raised to $4{)(} the net
rent would be bui $600. The title would be worth but $310.000.
And. it the people found ouit whai rent is—and whose it is—
they would toke the entize $1.000. That would leave the fitle-
holder nothing. which is 6% on noihmg, and the lot title wuuld
mot hzxve any market value”

AT That proves what®? ' '

® B It proves that what we call Iand value iz not the value
of-land and bas no relation, whatever, to land; as these flgures
plainly show. It proves, too, that this so-called land value is
really the value of the title-holder’s privilege of collecting the
rent and keeping ‘ay much of it ds possible; for this 'mlz.te
chunges with choanges In the amount of rent lait. affer taves.”

A.: “But the titlé-holder invested in goed faith! He put his
money in that land title; and he will not get it back™

1 “We must now decide whether such investments should
be permxtted—that is, do they help or huri the public.” -

A.: “We are taught that investments in Jand are the rock
upon which our security depends!™

B.: “Whose security? The title-holder’s or the public’s?”

A “Boih, we are told.”

B.: “But does that investment help buginess in any Wa,y.?”
“A.: *The people ara no better off, ¥ that is what you mean.'
® B.: “It is worse than that! Not t)nly is wo wealth pmduced
by our title-holders; but the money Hed up in the pu:tchuse of
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' capital in the operation of your busmess brit, if you have'to

- pay $25.000 for ¢ business sile, your kamg capital is reduced

* - to $75,000; for you connot get that $25.000 buck without giving
. up your: ‘business. sitel As Iong as you keep the s:lte‘ your
- 825,000 is buriedi™ -

CUUAE see, now, that I would have but 75,000 left .as WUI‘k»—

© . ing capital. But is seems sirange that I had to live il mday

to have that pointed out to me!”’

“B.: “Rlame that on the conspiraey of sﬂence I ment;oned "
A YDo you mean that every dollar of the billions of fand
va]ue in this couniry is a loss! That is an appalling thought!”

-+ Bt “That ‘is-not the wozst of it! We. are mctuqiiy i&xe& 'I:ce :
interest on that lost valuef" '
CUAL Y How e ' ' : Sl e
®'B.: “Beeause of the Iabnr and capital we mvegt m makmz
the country what it'is; rent is collected. That rent is the mar-
ket value of the many good things we provide and maintain for

o which this renit is.paid. This means that it costs us 51,000 10

provide ond maintain the things for access to which the §$1,000

ig paid.  But, in the cage’ which is mentioned above, only $280
“is collected, ' That leaves a treasury deficit of $720. o balance

- ‘the books; we poy $720 in texes. That $§720 which we pay. in

“raxesio balance our books is'6% on the. vaiue ‘of the land title;
80 that we. actually pay. in tarxes edavh year, an amount. ecmal to
- 6% of our totel “land value”—even though there is no: such
value‘ That is paying taxes on property which: does not-exist!”’
A, “How are you gmng tc fret the: votes necessary to put

o tms plan gyer? o

B ¥ No vote need be. taken? AH ‘that ig necessary ig that the
peop!e know what reat is snd whose if isP”*
AL “You. think that, when:the people: know the rent he~
io 1gs to them, they. will vote for your plan”
B Why vote‘? What would they vote.on?- Do people Who
have money due them hiold an election? “Or do they collect?”
: “But, surely, we would have to change our tax Taws!”
OB “We have now, all the laws and legal machinery neces-
sary for the collectmn of debis and to punish embezzlement"’
A *Counld we collect the vent as a debt!?” -
: “Why not! You would testify, would you not, that you
paml that.rent; in part, for gccess to the docior's service 7.
A.: “Will this affect the problem of ‘industrial, justice?”
L4 B - *9% will solve that problem ina day! For, under this plan,
no. ene .can:keep any of the rent; all men wﬂl be forced tfo

| live on wages and interest—that is, they must earn what they

get.. When no one- geis’ s&me’thﬁng for nothmg, und: all have
fo earn what they det. justice will be done.”
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& W’hen o e i
keep emy rent, no ene witl be selfishly interested in controlling
_ _.._.'.-s:omiztmns aifecting rent Then no one will meddle, selfishiv.
[ vin ody gffoirs. As no one con proiit by mntm}lmg the govern-
ment, no one will be se}fishi? interested: In emplﬁymg p@llt:r
“elang. The peliticians would have to work for us. © - :

mﬁ;ect %he;r rent-caﬁecimns.

Al: “What about the problem of demoeracy?” - RS
. B.: “That guestion i answered in “'!;he answer o yaur ques« _
tion abolt crooked politics”

AL “What about the race pmbiem‘?“ .

: “That problem will be solved, also; for, under ﬂrns plam'
:mce pre;adme will be snlisted on the side of race harmeny.”

Ax ¥Did you say that race prejudice would then be enhsted
on- the side of race harmony? -How could that be?” -

@ B “Since ‘no one tould keep any of the rent, no one (:ould.
“miake snything by holding more land than he used trtle-hoid--'.
aers would give 'up ihe lond they did not nse.” .= . _

“As “Then anyone could have any unused land‘?“ o

B.: “Yes! That would mezan that the races could live Where
?hey pleased—which means thut each. mce Waﬂid mduige 11;5
#xce prejudice by living by itseld™ . t
AL YAnd we would have voluntary seggmga%mn‘?’ sz}d We
have N;g eﬂg ca_!mmum?ms C’hm{oe commumhes etc.. :
P S 2 eb Rk . : i
r¥But would: the races keap %he peacie‘?“
E.J B  “Yes! Because each race would want the busmess of the.
other races. For that: xeasom each race. would txent the otheg
races with courtesy.” e I

Al “What .about- the pmbiem o{ war"” IR

B : “Man Is a gregarious’ creature, War is unnaiural Once
:make it possible for men-to Bve naturally, ané war will s%op

- A, “What about- the ‘war of the Jungle®” . -

L £ B “Jungle warfare -hag no heari ring on the. pro‘biem of War
because if is always between species, never within a species.”

A* “But members of the human species war on each other!”

. “That is becavse we hove not known whmt rent ig mz&
whose it is.”
Al “You speak. as though all wars were feu::rht gver rent‘"
B B 1 “That Is true! All wars are fought over Tremtt
A “Were the Punic Wars, between Rome and Carthage
:tought over rent?”

‘B U¥est They were: Jought over the guestion whether the
*trade of the Mediterranean World should center in- Carthage
where the. C‘arthagzmans coliected rent, or in Reme where the
ZRomans collected rent.” L

A‘ I “What aboit our French and Indian Wars?” '

: “They were ‘fought over the guestion whether: the furs
aa.ken in Ameraca should be worked up where the French col-

Page Fourteen :




o have the spending of thie rent!

af war was fought over the guestion: whether the {f{)
e South 'would be worked up where New Englandem
eoliected rent; or: where the British caliected rent.” R

: ‘Aol World War 17

"'-trade of Fumpe should center in London, where the ‘British
: collect rent; or in Berlin where the Cermans collect rent.”
AL “And World War 1?7

- B ; “ImWorld War II, the guestion was Whether the trada B
of the world Should center in New York and London, or:in Ber»

AT the War Wlth Russxa‘?”
=B “This issanother contest over rent————thls t}me between
: _the title-holders of New York and London; on our sidey and the
s0f the Communist Paxty. which is centered in Russia.
AR *But has ‘not the private ownershlp ofJand and the prl— g

vate collection of rent been ‘abolishedin Russig?” . :
(@13 “No matter what the form of government, the occupantq
“of some. locations have more advantages than: those lesg-fa-
vorably. situated; por does it matter what form the rent pay-
.ment takes, it has to be paid; um!, i Hussm. *the Cammmsts

gau:

S AL ¥Do you - mean that, if we come to terms wzth Rusma
“and she takes her place in the family of nations that the im-
: pmved conditions throughout the war]d which would result
troim our avoidance of another bloody. world war would raise
rents the world over'and that the Communist treasury woalé
he entiched by an incredsed flow of rent?”. 0 ERRe.
: “Yeg! That is what we face in the East'”
A “How can that danger be avoided?” :
‘B.: “By .#t once adopting Nature’s plan, as. ouﬁmed H‘ere5
. Once started, this plan would spread over the earth. Then real
democracy would quickly become dominant everywhere ani
Communism. would wither and die; even in Russia; for Cor-
muism is an economie “focl’s gold, » which - appeals’ to the .0p-
pressed, but which loses its luster when- ccntrasted" w1th the

'reai gold of democracy
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